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Editorial Note

Despatch 3 from Jidda, July 4, enclosed the record of the discus-
sions on the draft bilateral Grant Aid Agreement held in Riyadh
from June 28 to July 2 between the Ambassador, the Saudi Arabi-
an Deputy Foreign Minister, and the King's Councilor. The des-
patch reported that the Saudis were pleased at being presented
with a draft agreement before any other Arab countries; but they
were dismayed by the complexity of the -draft and hesitated to
commit themselves in writing.

Saudi complaints about the complexity of the agreement led the
Department of State to revise the draft agreement and the instruc-
tion to the Ambassador in Saudi Arabia. A memorandum by Fritz-
Ian, dated August 19, transmitted a copy of the revised agreement
to the Foreign Operations Administration for comment. A memo-
randum from the Foreign Operations Administration, dated August
31, informed the Department of State that a few changes should be
made, but on the whole the revised instruction and draft agree-
ment were satisfactory. Airgram A-20, September 16, transmitted
a copy of the revised draft agreement to the Embassy in Jidda. It
informed the Embassj' that the modified draft represented a special
type of agreement, as short and simple as possible, which had been
drawn up in deference to the Saudis. Documentation on this topic
is in Department of State file 786.5 MSP.
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786A.5 MSP/10-1153

Memorandum of Conversation, Prepared in the Embassy in Saudi
\ Arabia1 •

SECRET * [JIDDA, October 6, 1953.]
Participants: Prince Feisal, Saudi Foreign Minister

J. Jefferson Jones, III, Charge d'Affaires a.i.
Clifford R. Nelson, Second Secretary
Mohammed Massoud, Embassy's Arab Consultant

1 Despatch 140, Oct. 11, transmitted a copy of this memorandum to the Depart-
ment of State. The Charge pointed out that one of the main obstacles to the conclu-
sion of an agreement would be the necessity for including provisions required by the
legislation governing grant aid agreements. (786A.5 MSP/10-1153)


