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The Under Secretary of State (Smith) to the Saudi Arabian Foreign
Minister (Faisali !

~

CONFIDENTIAL [WasHaINGTON,] March 26, 1953,
: AE-MEMOIRE

The Under Secretary of State refers to hiz meeting with His
Royal Highness the Saudi Arabidn Foreign Minister on March 252
and to the discugsion which took place concerning the military
grant aid program being prepared for Saudi Arabia. -

During the discussion the Under Secretary confirmed to Prince
Faisal that for some time consideration had been given to the possi-

- bility of underiaking a special program of grant military assistance
for Saudi Arabia under the terms of the Mutual Security Act of
1951, as amended. The approval of military grant aid had been rec-
ommended to the President by the Secretary of State and the Di-
rector of Mutual Security, and had been authorized by the Presi-
dent on March 12, 1953. The Ambassador of Saudi Arabia had been

"informed of the offer on March 16.7

This program of military grant assistance, which marks a new
departure in the relations of the United States with the Arab Na-
tions, is intended to provide for military training of members of the
Saudi Arvabian Armed Forces outside of Saudi Arabia sud under
United States auspices. The Under Secretary elaborated from his
own military experience on the necessity for sound basic training
as a prerequisite to effective use of modern military equipment.

The Under Secretary stated further that steps could be taken to
give the program definite shape after the conclusion of the usual, .
agreement covering the subject of grant aid for {raining, pursuant
to the Mutual Security Act. The draft text of this agreement is
being sent to Ambassador Hare ¢+ After conclusion of the agree-
ment, the Undey Secretary stated, it will be incumbent upon Am-
bassador Hare and General Grover to work out with the Saudi Ara-
bian Minister of Defense a grant aid training program suited to the

1 This atde-mémoire was drafied by Fritzlan and Hart, and cleared by 5/MS3A and
NEA :

. % See footnote 5, supra. For a discussion of the source text between the Under Sec.
remryand the Saudi Arabian Ambassador, aeepnrtzofthe metnorandum of con-
versation of Apr. 1 by Fritzlan, Docpment 1510

1 For a memorandum of the converaation of Mar. 16, see Document 1506. For in-
Tormation ontheapprovalofﬂwprwambylhe?reudem,mthememormdum
by the Prasident to the Director for Mutual Security. Document 1451.

* Bae footnote 2, fhid.



