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Memomndum of Conversation, by Robert Sturgill of the Gﬂ" ice of
Near Eastern Affairs
SECRET [WasHvaToN,] January 21, 1952, 2

Subject: Briefing of Col. H. E. Liebe.
Participants: U.S. Army—Col. H. E. Liebe
Lt. Col T. R. Davis, Mediterranean—ME Section
G-3 i
- NE—Mr. Awalt
- Mr. Sturgill

Summary: .

Col. Liebe said he had orders to depart for Saudi Arabia Febru-
ary 19 as part of the Advance Technical Group and would remain
as Acting Chief in charge of the Army portion of the U.S. Military
Training Mission to Saudi Arabia when that got started.?® Col.
Davis said the fourth member of the Advance Group would prob-
ably be an Air Force Mejor already in Saudi Arabia, although he
had not been chosen yet. He also mentioned that it was contem-
plated that some enlisted personnel would be needed for adminis-
trative support of the Group, but that no one had been assigned.

Col. Davis’ attention was called to the JUS decision to appoint a
Major General Chief of the Mission and to the Department’s under-
standing that General Day was t¢ have been appointed Chief pro
temn; and he was asked if orders to that effect had gone out.

Temporary utilization of the housing facilities at Taif, used by
the British Military Training Team recently departed, was dis-
cussed. It was pointed out that the Department saw no chjection to

1 For previous documentation, 3¢ Foreign Relations, 1951, vol. v, pp. 1017 ff.
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1 For previous documentation on this topic, see Foreign Relations, 1951, vol. V,]ip
1059 ff; see in pasrticular the aditorial note, ibid, p. 1064
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