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The Director for Mutual Security (Harriman) to the Secretary of
State

TOP SECRET WasaingTon, October 10, 1952,

Dearn Mgz. SEcReTaRY: 1 refer to a letter of Qctober 1, 1952, 1
signed by Mr. Edwin Martin, with attachments, in which the De-
partment of State forwarded a joint recémmendation by the De-
partments of State and of Defense that Iraq be determined eligible
for’ reimbursable military assistance under Section 408{eX1)c) of
the Mutual Defense Assistance Act of 1949, as amended.

This recommendaticn is based on a joint conclusicn by the De-
partments concerned that Iraq’s ability to deferd itself and to par-
ticipate in the defense of the area of which it is a part, is impor-
tant to the security of the United States. This conclusion, with
which I concur, meets the statutory recuirements for eligibility for
reimbursable military assistance. Accordingly, I hereby find and
determine, under the authority delegated to me by Executive Order

- No. 10300, dated November 1, 1951, # that Iraq ia eligible to receive
reimbursable military assistance under Section 408(eXiXc) of the
Mutual Defense Assistance Act of 1949, as amended In making
this determination, I note and agree with the conclusion by the De-
partments of State and of Defense that any milifary equipment fur-
nished to Iraq should consist of noncompetitive iterns under exist-
ing priorities which do not interfere with current United States do-
mestic or Mutual Defense Assistance programs.

1 assume that the Department of State will obtain the necessary
-agsurances from the Government of Irag, ? as provided for in Sec-

! Not printed; it transmitted copies of the June 20 lefter from the Secrstary of
State to the Sseratary of Defense and the Sept. 6 letter from the Secretary of De-
fense to the Secrelary of State, Document 1382, The letter noted that the Depart-
ments of State and Defense agreed that any military equipment furnished to Irag
should consist of noncompetitive items under existing priorities, which did not inter-
fare with current US. or Mutual Defense Assistance programa. (7815 MSP/9-052)

2 Reference is to Executive Order 10300, Providing for the Mutual Security Act of
1961 and Related Statutes, Nov. 1, 1951, For text, see Department of State Bulletia,
Nov. 19, 1951, pp. 826-827, or American Foreign FPolicy, 1950-1955: Bagic Documents,
val. 11, pp. 30863088, Ny

® Telegram 436 to Baghdad, Oct--17, informed the Emtmsy of the decision hy the
Director for Mutual Security, It advised the Embasey 1o inform the Iragis that there
would be a time lag in delivery of the itema involved; and in &ny case it would not
be possible for Irag to purchase large quantities of equipment, hoth because of the
scarcjty ofmntenalandthseﬂ‘utofmh pumhmontheambmtynftheblm
Easi. (781.5 MSP/10-1732)

-



