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worked upon to reevaluate his strength, he may be willing to nego-
tiate on the timing of an MDAP agreement. It is the general con-
census that he does not fully understand the details of MDAP,
MAAG, etc. despite the fact he says he does, and that considerable
education is still required.

"11. In view of the nonavailability of any additional funds to be
worked through the economic agreement for reimbursable aid from
the U.S. and the timing factors mentioned by Nasr, there seems
little point in holding the MDAP funds in the present fiscal year
appropriation for Egypt.

"12. The^possibility exists of developing a program of support for
the Egyptian forces in their new responsibilities in the protection
of the Suez Base. Nasr and Amer were asked if they had developed
a program to take care of this situation. They replied that they had
and felt that they could meet their requirements. That this is proB-
ably more wishful thinking than anything else was borne out in
subsequent meetings with Nasr's reps. The decision as to .whether
this thin lead would stand up as a basis for a program would have
to be made in Washington by State, Defense, JCS and FOA.

"13. Several meetings were held on 24 and 25 November with
Nasr's reps which will report on arrival in Washington."
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Memorandum by the Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for Near
Eastern, South Asian, and African Affairs (Jernegan) to the Sec-
retary uf State l

SECRET WASHINGTON, December 31,1954.
Subject: Message to Prime Minister Nasir on Military Aid to Egypt

We have received two messages . . . from Prime Minister Nasir;

in which he states that "the need for military aid is desperate" be-
cause of the present state of Army morale. Nasir explains that the
RCC is exploring means of raising funds for purchases, but again
requests that some way be found to provide grant military assist-
ance without an MDAP agreement. He inquires specifically wheth-
er a personal letter to the President covering all the points re-
quired by legislation could be substituted for an agreement.

The attached draft reply (Tab B) 2 has been cleared . . . and De-
fense on the working levels and makes three points: (1) the funds
tentatively allocated for grant assistance to Egypt have been re-

1 This memorandum was drafted by Burdett and Jernegan and had the concur-
rence of Murphy and Herbert Hoover, Jr., the Under Secretary of State. According
to the record copy, Secretary Dulles approved the recommended course of action.

2 Not printed; Tab B is attached to the record copy. . . ' ". . v . ..:


