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achieve popularity the regime might embark on violently anti-Brit-
ish and anti-Western courses, e

3. In long term there iz good chance that provided an Anglo-
Egyptian agreement is reached and material and moral support is
forthcoming from the West, the regime will survive in some form,
possibly until end of “transition period” in January 1956, and also
" that it will be more zealous than any other Egyptian Government
in progpect in carrying out, its obligations. The regime has, howev-
er, proved itself to be one beset by recurrent crises, and, afthough
an Anglo-Egyptian agreement would represent a major contribu-
tion to its stability, crises of one sort of another will almost certain-
ly srise. Anti-British and anti-Western agitation will inevitably
continue to some extent but with the removal of main irritant—the_
presence of British troops in Canal Zone—its intensity is likely to
be far less. -

4. Philosophy of RCC has not been altered by events. It is still
anti-Communist and relatively pro-Western. RCC appears to be as
anxious as ever to reach an agreement with UK provided it s com-
patible with its idea of Egyptian sovereignty.

5. There is no alternative government in sight which would be as
gatisfactory fromn point of view of the West.

6. As long as RCC {or any successor government created by it) is
in power, it can be expected to carry out any comr.tments it has
f::e;ly undertaken at least as faithfully as any government now in
gight.

7. Skillful handling of public opinion during last stages of crisis
suggests that RCC will be able to deal successfully with danger
period immediately following announcement of an lo-Egyptian
settlemnent. The strike weapon is double edged but appears to
ba confident that it can exercise requisite control, .
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5367. After examination documents attached London’s Despatch’
3321 2 we suggest following procedure and tactics in advancing new
Suez Base proposals. ,

Preferable procedure appears to be Anglo-Egyptian agreement

-

soonest on general plan, with establishment of technical commitiee

1 Repeated to Cairo a8 telegram 1285. Draftad by Burdett sand approved by
B o - 1

yroade. .
* Not printed; see footnots 2, Document 1316.



