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3. No one will be deprived of political rights.
4. Constituent Assembly will be freely elected (no appomtees}
9. RCC will turn over all powers to Conatituent Assembly on July
24 and consider revolution ended. President of Republic will be
elected by Assembly when it meets,
CAFFERY

No. 1306

mmﬁ-:_m Telegram
The Ambassador in Egypt (Caffery) to the Depariment of State *

SECRET - PRIORIY Camro, March 26, 1954—noon.

1168. Re Embtel 1167. Decisions announced by RCC were taken
to avert internal crisis and possible internal strife. While RCC be-
lieved to feel early elections not really in best interests of country,
their hand was forced by political maneuvering of Naguib. RCC
was faced w:& decision whether to eliminate Naguib and his back-
ers and assume tight dictatorial control or go along with return of
parties and holding of elections.

Reasoning behind RCC decision possibly influenced by fo]lomng
considerations:

1. Naguib has demonstrated that apparen d{nhe is willing to play
along with worst elements in country, including Wafdists, Muslim

- Brotherhood, and Communists to stay in power and any other deci-
sion risked possible immediate clash with this unholy alliance. |

2. Continuation of split with Naguib could only maintain and in-
crease unrest in general,

3. Segtlement with UK impoesible while unrest continued.

4. Seeming RCC capitulation on issue of parties and election
would create atmosphere in which settlement might be possible
prior elections. :

5. RCC prestige would be restored and even enhanced by sattle-
ment o point where they could maintain an mportant role, direct
or indirect, in future government of country. . _

Present move constitutes calculated risk in face of albernatwea
which could have spelled civil war at worst or continuation grave
unrest at best with eventual conapse of regime in sight in either
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