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that success in this instance will help greatly to make it possible
for us together to achieve other successes.
Please present this personal viewpoint to Eden. #
DuLies

* Ambassador Aldrich reported in telegram 1474, Oct, 7, not printed, that he pre-
sented the contents of this telegram to Foreign Secretary Eden, who said that the
United Kingdom was not in agreement with Egypt on the question of availability.
The British wanted to have the base available in case of action by the United Na-
tions in the same manner as in thercase of an attack on any member of the Arab
Lepgue. Eden believed this was the moat important point of difference dividing the
two sides. Regarding uniforms, Eden said that the techniciana were part of the Brit-
ish Army, and that some sort of uniforms had to be worn on the base. (641.74/10-
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1490. At Eden’s instructions Foreign Office this afterncon gave
Embassy following summary present UK position on Suez negotia-
tions (Embtel 1474 October 7): 2 _

1. Availability. This is most important outstanding issue and for
domestic political as well as strategic reasons.British can not
accept base as being automatically available to them only in event
attack on members Arab League collective security pact. British
feel very strongily on this point and seem have impression Egyp-
tians have retracted from original position of accept.mg in principle
British formula re UN action to resist aggression. In this connec-
tion see paragraph 2 Deptel 1063 August 28. 3 R

2. Duration. 18 months peried for evacuation agreed, but Egyp-
tians want evacuation commence as so0n as agreement on princi-
ples of base agreement reached: Although UK not dispesed give un-
dertaking begin evacuation on such basis, UK might consider evac-
uation some troops when agreement reached.

3. Uniforms. British military feel sirongly British soldiers must
be able wear conventional British uniforms, ie., UK unwilling
make agreement eliminating uniforms. Re actual fact, however,
British would probably agree soldiers when not on duty would be

! Repeated to Cairo as kelegram 39,
* Not prigted; see footnote 2, supre. ' R .
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