
2018 FOREIGN RELATIONS, 1952-1954, VOLUME IX

No. 1120

T74.5 MSP/3-1453

The Director for Mutual Security (Stassen) to the Secretary of State

CONFIDENTIAL WASHINGTON, Match 14, 1953.

DEAR MR. SECRETARY: In accordance with the recommendation of
the Department of State and the Department of Defense, concurred
in by the Director of the Bureau of the Budget and the Director for
Mutual Security, the President has made the determination with
reference to Egypt indicated in the enclosed copy of his memoran-
dum to the Director for Mutual Security of March 14, 1953.

All documents are being continued with a confidential security
information classification, and it is suggested that no release will
be made until the Department of State indicates to the Director for
Mutual Security that publication should be made.

Sincerely yours,
HAROLD E. STASSEN

[Attachment]

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR FOR MUTUAL SECURITY

In accordance with the recommendation contained in your
memorandum of March 2, 1953,l I hereby determine, pursuant to
the authority vested in me by Section 202 of the Mutual Security
Act of 1951, as amended, that it is essential for the purpose of that
Act that the Government of Egypt be provided limited military as-
sistance, pursuant to the provisions of the Mutual Defense Assist-
ance Act of 1949, as amended. In making this determination, I find
that-(l) the strategic location of Egypt makes it of direct impor-
tance to the defense of the Near East area, (2) the assistance to be
furnished is of critical importance to the defense of the free na-
tions, and (3) the immediately increased ability of Egypt to defend
itself is important to the preservation of the peace and security of
the Near East area, and to the security of the United States.

Under the foregoing declaration of eligibility, assistance is to be
limited to training programs for personnel of the Egyptian armed
forces in United States military installations. 2

1 Not found in Department of State files.
* The Department notified the Embassy in Egypt of the President's determination

on Mar. 17 in telegram 1833, not printed, and pointed out that the Egyptians would
have to sign an agreement under the terms of the Mutual Security Act. (774.5 MSI^
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