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26 to February 1 to endeavor to obtain tentative but not final
Israel agreement to an allocatic.i of water and Israeli acceptance of
a control plan and storage of Arab waters in Lake Tiberias. Then
Mr. Johnston will meet with the committee, either in Beirut or
Cairo, and explain our proposals for the division of waters and
their control. Time would then be allowed for transmission of the
views of the Arab committee to the heads of the various Arab gov-
ernments. Mr. Johnston would call at Beirut, Damascus, Amman
and Cairo. The purpose of these calls would be to obtain final ac-
ceptance of "heads of agreement" on the political level. If such
agreements are secured, Mr. Johnston would return to Israel to
secure "Israeli agreement to a similar document. Mr. Johnston's
other commitments require him to be in the United States on Feb-
ruary 26.

No. 939

Editorial Note

In accordance with the desire of Secretary Dulles and Under Sec-
retary Hoover to keep the distribution of communications about
the proposed Arab-Israel settlement to an absolute minimum, the
Acting Assistant Secretary of State for Near Eastern, South Asian,
and African Affairs, John D. Jernegan, suggested in a memoran-
dum dated December 20 to the Director of the Executive Secretar-
iat, Walter K. Scott, that the distribution of these materials within
the Department of State should be restricted to the following: three
copies for the Executive Secretariat to enable it to maintain a basic
file as well as to provide the Secretary and the Under Secretary
with individual copies of each document; one copy for the informa-
tion of Deputy Under Secretary of State Robert Murphy; and three
copies for the Bureau of Near Eastern, South Asian, and African
Affairs to enable it to maintain a basic file as well as to provide
one copy ibr the joint use of the Assistant and Deputy Assistant
Secretary and one copy for the files of Francis H. Russell. To facili-
tate the distribution of these materials, Jernegan also suggested
that these documents be captioned "Limited Distribution—Alpha".
(NEA files, lot 59 D 518, "Washington Talks, Jan.-Feb. 1955:
Memos, etc. preceding actual meetings (Dated 11/15/54 thru 1/27/
55)")

Scott approved Jernegan's suggestions and issued appropriate in-
structions on December 21. (Memorandum by Walter K. Scott to
Paul E. Pfeiffer, Chief of the Telegraph Branch, and to Walter H.
Anderson, Chief of the Records Branch, Office of Communications


