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he hoped that advance information would be available so- that
other oil interests would not be caught by surprise as they were in
December 1950. 2 He added in this respect that that had much to
do with their difficulties in Iran. Strong exception was taken to
this statement by Mr. Jones, and Mr. Kopper pointed out that Mr.
McGhee had warned the Foreign Office over a year before this
agreement of the probable trend of events in Iran and Saudi
Arabia. Mr. Kopper also pointed out that the 50-50 Aramco ar-
rangement was not a precedent but was the only reasonable ar-
rangement that could be made in the face of the Venezuelan and
Indonesian concession arrangements. In so far as the other de-
mands reported by the Foreign Office were concerned, it was sug-
gested that-they might well constitute asking points of the SAG
and Aramco might be expected to argue them firmly before making
compromise settlements, if any.

Mr. Jones suggested to Mr. Greenhill that he should get in touch
with Mr. Duce of Aramco for a fuller discussion of the present ne-
gotiations and Mr. Greenhill said that he would endeavor to do so.

2 For documentation on the Aramco-Saudi Arabian agreement of Dec. 30, 1950,
see Foreign Relations, 1950, vol. v, pp. 9 ff. and ibid., 1951, vol. v, pp. 268 ff.
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Editorial Note

Despatch 639 from Beirut, May 28, transmitted to the Depart-
ment of State copies of the completed agreements negotiated by the
Trans-Arabian Pipeline Company (Tapline) with the Governments
of Lebanon and Syria. The agreements with Lebanon consisted of
three letters, each dated May 17, and signed by the Lebanese
Prime Minister Sami Bey Solh and C. A. Swigart, President of Tap-
line. The first letter covered the disposition of crude oil entitlement
and the right to import and export currencies and foreign ex-
change at the free market rate. The second covered an increase in
the loading fee, and the third consisted of a collection of small
items. The agreement with Lebanon was to be effective on the date
of signature, May 17. The Syrian agreement consisted of one docu-
ment, signed on May 21 by Swigart and Fawzi Selo, the Chief of
State and President of the Council of Ministers-. It was similar to
the Lebanese agreement but was to come into force upon ratifica-
tion by the Syrian Government.

Despatch 653 from Beirut, June 3, transmitted a copy of the Iraq
Petroleum Company Heads of Agreement, with Appendices, negoti-


