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erhood they cannot at this juncture take any steps to put them into
effect; they must wait until sometime after the final agreement
with British signed, but they did not specify how long they would
have to wait. Nuri's reply was "that's very well and I will do noth-
ing to prevent your putting your own ideas into effect so long as
they are in accordance with Articles 51 and 52 of the UN charter.
However I cannot wait. Iraq is in an exposed position. I must do
something. But whenever I do something I shall have in mind that
eventually Egyptians might participate in it". He said that on that
they shook hands all round and left each other with smiles.

I said "What had you in mind?" He said "Nothing very definite.
I shall talk a bit with Pakistan and Iran; eventually Turkey, and
afterwards possibly Lebanon and Syria. Jordan has an agreement
with British. Had word last week from the Shah of Iran that he
would like to take part in a regional pact. Perhaps I shall suggest a
pact with Iraq and Pakistan, and then little later Ttfrkey, or per-
haps a pact with Pakistan and Iran and Turkey, and eventually
Syria and Lebanon. I mean to go ahead. In any circumstances,
whatever I do will be in accordance with Articles 51 and 52 of the
UN charter".

Obviously this is all something less than concrete and direct, but
patently his thoughts are not as yet well defined. Obviously, too, he
was disappointed with the Egyptians. He had believed that with his
superior knowledge and experience he could bring them into line.
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780.5/9-3054: Telegram

The Secretary of State to the Embassy in Turkey l

SECRET WASHINGTON, October 7, 1954—6:05 p. m.
430. Embtel 368.2 Department continues support Northern Tier

concept looking toward arrangements between Turkey, Iraq, Iran,
Pakistan preferably within framework Turk-Pakistan Pact as most
realistic basis for development Middle East defense. Although com-
plex political problems in Arab world virtually eliminate possibility

1 Drafted by Anschuetz and cleared by NE, GTI, BNA, and Defense-OMA in sub-
stance. Repeated to London, Tehran, Cairo, Damascus, Jidda, Beirut, Baghdad, and
Karachi.

2 Not printed; it reported Nuri Said was arriving in Istanbul on Oct. 9 or 10. The
Turkish Prime Minister said he intended to explore the possibility of Iraq associat-
ing itself with Turkey and Pakistan and would welcome an indication of the U.S.
position on the general subject. (780.5/9-3054) ''


