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ﺒن ﺠورﻴون اﻝﻰ دﻴﺠول
ﻴداﻓﻊ ﻋن اﻝﻤﺸروع اﻝﺼﻬﻴوﻨﻰ ﻤﻨذ اﻝﻘدم
 6دﻴﺴﻤﺒر 1967
 6دﻴﺴﻤﺒر 1967
ﻋزﻴزى اﻝﺠﻨرال،
أو ﺴﻴدى اﻝرﺌﻴس،
ﻫذﻩ ﻫﻰ اﻝﻤرة اﻝﺜﺎﻝﺜﺔ اﻝﺘﻰ أﺴﻤﺢ ﻓﻴﻬﺎ ﻝﻨﻔﺴﻰ ﺒﺎﻝﻜﺘﺎﺒﺔ إﻝﻴﻜم ،وﻫﻰ ﻤﺒﺎدرة أﻗدﻤت ﻋﻠﻴﻬﺎ
ﻝﻌدة أﺴﺒﺎب..
أوﻝﻬﺎ :ﺘﺄﻜﻴدﻜم ﻝﻰ ﻓﻰ ﺨﺘﺎم اﺠﺘﻤﺎﻋﻨﺎ اﻝﺜﺎﻨﻰ ﻓﻰ  17ﻴوﻨﻴو ﻤن ﻋﺎم  ،1960أﻨﻜم ﺘرﺤﺒون
ﺒﺎﺴﺘﻤرار اﻻﺘﺼﺎل اﻝﻤﺒﺎﺸر ﺒﻴﻨﻨﺎ ،وأﻨﻨﻰ ﻴﺠب أن أﻜﺘب إﻝﻴﻜم ﻤﺒﺎﺸرة ﻜﻠﻤﺎ ﺸﻌرت ﺒﺎﻝﺤﺎﺠﺔ اﻝﻰ
ذﻝك.
وﺜﺎﻨﻴﺎ :رﻏم اﻓﺘراﻀﻰ أﻨﻨﻰ ﺴﺄﺴﺒب ﻝﻜم ﺒﻌض اﻝﻤﺘﺎﻋب ،ﻻ ﺴﻴﻤﺎ ﺒﻌد ﺘﻘﺎﻋدﻜم ﻤن
ﻤﻨﺼﺒﻜم ﻤﻨذ أرﺒﻊ ﺴﻨوات ﻷﺴﺒﺎب ﺸﺨﺼﻴﺔ ،إﻻ أﻨﻨﺎ إﺒﺎن اﺠﺘﻤﺎﻋﻨﺎ ﺨﻼل اﻝﻌﺎم اﻝﺠﺎرى ﻓﻰ
ﻋﺎﺼﻤﺔ أﻝﻤﺎﻨﻴﺎ اﻝﻐرﺒﻴﺔ أﺜﻨﺎء ﺠﻨﺎزة اﻝدﻜﺘور ﻜوﻨراد أدﻴﻨﺎور ،ﺠرت ﺒﻴﻨﻨﺎ ﻤﺤﺎدﺜﺔ ﻝطﻴﻔﺔ وودﻴﺔ ﺒﻨﺎء
ﻋﻠﻰ طﻠﺒﻜم ،رﻏم ﻋﻠﻤﻜم وﻗﺘﻬﺎ أﻨﻨﻰ ﻤﺠرد ﻤواطن ﻋﺎدى ﻤن اﺴراﺌﻴل.
واﻝﺴﺒب اﻝﺜﺎﻝث اﻝذى دﻓﻌﻨﻰ ﻝﻠﻜﺘﺎﺒﺔ إﻝﻴﻜم :ﻫو ﺸﻌورى ﺒﺎﻝﻘﻠق ﻤن ﺤدﻴﺜﻜم ﻓﻰ اﻵوﻨﺔ
اﻷﺨﻴرة ،واﻝذى ﻜرﺴﺘم ﺠزءا ﻜﺒﻴ ار ﻤﻨﻪ ﻝدوﻝﺔ اﺴراﺌﻴل واﻝﺼﻬﻴوﻨﻴﺔ واﻝﺸﻌب اﻝﻴﻬودى ،وﺘﻀﻤن ﻋددا
ﻤن اﻝﺘﺼرﻴﺤﺎت اﻝﻤﺜﻴرة ﻝﻠﻘﻠق واﻻﻨزﻋﺎج واﻷﺴف .وﻨظ ار ﻹﻋﺠﺎﺒﻰ ﺒﻜم ،وﻜذﻝك ﻷﻨﻨﻰ ﻜﻨت أﺘﻤﻨﻰ
ﻝﻜم ﻜل ﺨﻴر ﺤﺘﻰ ﻗﺒل ﺘﻌﺎرﻓﻨﺎ ﻋﻠﻰ اﻝﻤﺴﺘوى اﻝﺸﺨﺼﻰ وﻤن ﺨﻼل اﻝﻤراﺴﻼت اﻝﻤﺘﺒﺎدﻝﺔ ﺒﻴﻨﻨﺎ ،ﻓﺄﻨﺎ
أﻜن ﻝﻜم ﻜل ﺘﻘدﻴر واﺤﺘرام ،ﻝﻴس ﺒﺴﺒب ﺼداﻗﺘﻨﺎ وﻤﺴﺎﻋدﺘﻜم ﻻﺴراﺌﻴل ﻋﻠﻰ ﻤدى ﺴﻨوات ﻋدﻴدة،
وﻝﻜن ﻨظ ار ﻝﻠﻌﻤل اﻝﺘﺎرﻴﺨﻰ اﻝﻌظﻴم اﻝذى ﻗﻤﺘم ﺒﻪ أﺜﻨﺎء اﻝﺤرب اﻝﻌﺎﻝﻤﻴﺔ اﻝﺜﺎﻨﻴﺔ وﻓﻰ أﻋﻘﺎﺒﻬﺎ ﻝﺤﻔظ
ﻤﻜﺎﻨﺔ وﺸرف ﻓرﻨﺴﺎ ،وﻫﻰ اﻝﺒﻠد اﻝذى ﻴﺠب ﻋﻠﻰ ﻤﺎ أﻋﺘﻘد أن ﻴﺸﻌر ﺸﻌﺒﻨﺎ واﻝﺸﻌوب ﻓﻰ ﻜل ﻤﻜﺎن
ﺒﺎﻻﻤﺘﻨﺎن ﻝﻪ؛ ﻨظ ار ﻝﻜﺎﻓﺔ ﻤﺎ أﺴداﻩ ﻤن أﺠل اﻝﻨﻬوض ﺒﺎﻝﺠﻨس اﻝﺒﺸرى ﺜﻘﺎﻓﻴﺎ واﺠﺘﻤﺎﻋﻴﺎ ﻤﻨذ زﻤن
اﻝﺜورة اﻝﻔرﻨﺴﻴﺔ ووﺼوﻻ اﻝﻰ اﻝوﻗت اﻝﺤﺎﻀر.
وﻗد أﻋرﺒت ﻋن اﺤﺘﺠﺎﺠﻰ ﻋﻠﻰ اﻻﻨﺘﻘﺎدات اﻝظﺎﻝﻤﺔ اﻝﺘﻰ وﺠﻬﻬﺎ اﻝﻜﺜﻴرون إﻝﻴﻜم ،ﺴواء
ﻓﻰ ﻓرﻨﺴﺎ أو داﺨل اﺴراﺌﻴل أو ﻓﻰ دول أﺨرى ،ﺒﺴﺒب اﻝﻤﻼﺤظﺎت اﻝﺘﻰ أﻋرﺒﺘم ﻋﻨﻬﺎٕ ،واﻨﻨﻰ أﻋﺘﻘد
أن ﻫؤﻻء اﻝﻨﺎﻗدﻴن ﻝم ﻴﻤﻌﻨوا اﻝﻨظر ﻓﻰ ﻜﻠﻤﺎﺘﻜم .وﻝﻜﻨﻨﻰ ﻻ أﻋﺘﺒر ﻤﻊ ذﻝك أﻨﻨﻰ أﻤﻠك ﺤق
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اﻻﻋﺘراض ﻋﻠﻰ وﺠﻬﺎت ﻨظرﻜم أو اﻻﺨﺘﻼف ﻤﻌﻜم ﺤول اﻝﺴﻴﺎﺴﺎت اﻝﻔرﻨﺴﻴﺔ ﺒﺼدد دول أﺨرى،
وﻤن ﻀﻤﻨﻬﺎ اﺴراﺌﻴل إﻻ إذا طﻠﺒﺘم ﻤﻨﻰ ذﻝك.
وأﻨﺎ أﻋرف ﺘﻤﺎم اﻝﻤﻌرﻓﺔ ﻤﻊ ذﻝك ،أن ﻋددا ﻜﺒﻴ ار ﻤن اﻷﺸﺨﺎص ﻓﻰ اﻝﻌﺎﻝم اﻝﻤﺴﻴﺤﻰ
ﻴﻔﺘﻘرون اﻝﻰ اﻝﻤﻌرﻓﺔ اﻝﻜﺎﻓﻴﺔ واﻝﻔﻬم اﻝﻌﻤﻴق ﻝﻠﺘﺠرﺒﺔ اﻝﻴﻬودﻴﺔ اﻝﻔرﻴدة ﻤن ﻨوﻋﻬﺎ ،وﻏﻴر اﻝﻤﺴﺒوﻗﺔ ﻓﻰ
ﺘﺎرﻴﺦ اﻝﺒﺸرﻴﺔ ﻝﻴس ﻓﻰ اﻝﻌﺼور اﻝﻘدﻴﻤﺔ ﻓﺤﺴب ﺒل وﻓﻰ اﻝﻌﺼور اﻝوﺴطﻰ واﻝﻌﺼر اﻝﺤدﻴث
ﻜذﻝك .وﻫﻜذا ،وﻨظ ار ﻝﺸﻌورى ﺒﺎﻝﺘﺸرف واﻻﺤﺘرام ﺘﺠﺎﻫﻜم ﺘﺤدﻴدا ،أرى ﻤن واﺠﺒﻰ اﻷﺨﻼﻗﻰ إزاء
ﺸﻌﺒﻰ ٕوازاءﻜم ٕوازاء اﻝﺸﻌب اﻝﻔرﻨﺴﻰ ،اﻝذى ﻓﻌل اﻝﻜﺜﻴر ﻝﻤﺴﺎﻋدﺘﻨﺎ ﻓﻰ اﻵوﻨﺔ اﻷﺨﻴرة ﻗﺒل إﻨﺸﺎء
اﻝدوﻝﺔ اﻝﻴﻬودﻴﺔ وﺒﻌد ﺘﺄﺴﻴﺴﻬﺎ ﻋﻠﻰ ﺤد ﺴواء ،أن أﺸرح ﻝﻜم ﺒﺄﻓﻀل ﻤﺎ أوﺘﻴت ﻤن ﺴﺒل اﻝﻨواﻴﺎ
اﻝﺤﻘﻴﻘﻴﺔ وﺒﺎﻝطﺒﻊ اﻝﻤﺴﺎر اﻝﻌﻤﻠﻰ ﻝدوﻝﺔ اﺴراﺌﻴل ،اﻝﺘﻰ ﻜﻨت رﺌﻴس ﻤﺠﻠس وزراﺌﻬﺎ ووزﻴر دﻓﺎﻋﻬﺎ
ﻝﻌﺒت ﻓﻴﻬﺎ دو ار ﻝﻴس ﺒﺎﻝﻬﻴن ﻓﻰ ﺘﺤدﻴد ﺴﻴﺎﺴﺎﺘﻬﺎ
طوال ﺨﻤﺴﺔ ﻋﺸر ﻋﺎﻤﺎ ﺒﻌد ﺘﺄﺴﻴﺴﻬﺎ ،وﻫﻰ ﻓﺘرة
ُ
اﻝﺨﺎرﺠﻴﺔ واﻝﻌﺴﻜرﻴﺔ .ﻜﻤﺎ أﻨﻨﻰ ﺘوﻝﻴت ﺒﺎﻹﻀﺎﻓﺔ اﻝﻰ ذﻝك ﻗﻴﺎدة اﻝﺤرﻜﺔ اﻝﺼﻬﻴوﻨﻴﺔ ﻓﻰ اﻝﻘدس ﻝﻤدة
ﻗﻤت ﺒدور ﻨﺸط وﺤﺎﺴم ﻓﻰ أﻏﻠب اﻷﺤﻴﺎن ﻓﻰ وﻀﻊ
ﺨﻤﺴﺔ ﻋﺸر ﻋﺎﻤﺎ ﻗﺒل ﺘﺄﺴﻴس اﻝدوﻝﺔ ،ﺤﻴث ُ
اﻝﺴﻴﺎﺴﺔ اﻝﺼﻬﻴوﻨﻴﺔ وﻓﻰ اﻝﺘﺄﻫب إﻴذاﻨﺎ ﺒﺈﻨﺸﺎء اﻝدوﻝﺔ.
وﺨﻼل اﻝﻌﺼور اﻝﻘدﻴﻤﺔ ،ﻜﻨﺎ أول ﺸﻌب ﻓﻰ اﻝﻌﺎﻝم ﻴﻌﺘﻨق ﻋﻘﻴدة اﻹﻴﻤﺎن ﺒﺈﻝﻪ واﺤد ،وﻫﻰ
ﻋﻘﻴدة ﺒدت ﺨﻼف ﺤﺎﻻت اﺴﺘﺜﻨﺎﺌﻴﺔ ﻗﻠﻴﻠﺔ ،ﻏﻴر ﻤﻔﻬوﻤﺔ وﻏﻴر ﻤرﻏوﺒﺔ ﻤن اﻝﺸﻌوب اﻷﺨرى .وﻗد
ﻋﺎﻨﻴﻨﺎ اﻷﻤرﻴن ﻤن أﺠل ﺘﻠك اﻝﻌﻘﻴدة؛ ﺤﻴث أطﻠق ﻋﻠﻴﻨﺎ اﻹﻏرﻴق ﻤﺴﻤﻰ "اﻝﺸﻌب اﻝﻜﺎﻓر" ﻝﻌدم
وﺠود ﺘﻤﺎﺜﻴل ﻝﻶﻝﻬﺔ ﻓﻰ ﻤﺴﺘوطﻨﺎﺘﻨﺎ ،واﺘﻬﻤﻨﺎ اﻝروﻤﺎن ﺒﺎﻝﺘﻜﺎﺴل ﻷﻨﻨﺎ ﻝم ﻨﻜن ﻨﻌﻤل ﺨﻼل ﻴوم واﺤد
ﻤن أﻴﺎم اﻷﺴﺒوع .وﻝﺴت ﺒﺤﺎﺠﺔ أن أﺨﺒرﻜم ﺒﻤﺎ ﻗﻴل ﻋﻨﺎ ﻋﻠﻰ ﻝﺴﺎن اﻝﻌدﻴد ﻤن اﻝﻤﺴﻴﺤﻴﻴن ﺒﻤﺠرد
أن أﺼﺒﺤت اﻝﻤﺴﻴﺤﻴﺔ  -اﻝﺘﻰ ﻨﻤت ﻓﻰ رﺒوع أرض اﺴراﺌﻴل ووﺴط ﺸﻌﺒﻨﺎ اﻝﻴﻬودى  -ﻫﻰ اﻝدﻴﺎﻨﺔ
اﻝﺴﺎﺌدة ﻓﻰ اﻹﻤﺒراطورﻴﺔ ،ﻷن اﻝﻴﻬود رﻓﻀوا اﻋﺘﻨﺎق اﻝﻤﺴﻴﺤﻴﺔ.
ودﻤرت اﻝﻘدس ﺒل وﺴوﻴت ﺒﺎﻷرض ﻋﻠﻰ أﻴدى
وﻝﻘد ُﺴﺤق اﺴﺘﻘﻼﻝﻨﺎ ﻓﻰ وطﻨﻨﺎ ﻤرﺘﻴنُ ،
وﻤﺤﻰ اﺴﻤﻬﺎ ﻤؤﻗﺘﺎ .وﻝﻜن أﺠدادﻨﺎ اﻝذﻴن ُﻨﻔوا اﻝﻰ ﺒﺎﺒل ﻗﺒل  2500ﺴﻨﺔ،
اﻝروﻤﺎن اﻝﻤﻨﺘﺼرﻴنُ ،
ﺠﻠﺴوا ﻋﻠﻰ ﻀﻔﺎف أﻨﻬﺎر ﺒﺎﺒل وﺒﻜوا وﺘذﻜروا ﺼﻬﻴون ،وأﻗﺴﻤوا ﻗﺴﻤﺎ ﻤﺎزال ﻤﺤﻔوظﺎ ﺒﻴﻨﻨﺎ ﺤﺘﻰ

ﻴوﻤﻨﺎ ﻫذا " :إن ﻨﺴﻴﺘك ﻴﺎأورﺸﻠﻴم ،ﺘﻨﺴﻰ ﻴﻤﻴﻨﻰ؛ وﻝﻴﻠﺘﺼق ﻝﺴﺎﻨﻰ ﺒﺤﻨﻜﻰ إن ﻝم أذﻜركٕ ،وان ﻝم
أﻓﻀل أورﺸﻠﻴم ﻋﻠﻰ أﻋظم ﻓرﺤﻰ".
وﻜل ﻫذا ﺤدث ،ﻗﺒل أن ﺘرى ﺒﺎرﻴس وﻝﻨدن وﻤوﺴﻜو وأﻤﺎﻜن أﺨرى ﻤﺜﻠﻬﺎ اﻝﻨور أو ﻴﻜون
ﻝﻬﺎ وﺠود.
وأﻨﺘم ﺘﻌﻠﻤون ﻤﺜﻠﻤﺎ أﻋﻠم أﻨﺎ ،اﻝﻌدﻴد ﻤن اﻝﺸﻌوب اﻋﺘﻨﻘت اﻝﻤﺴﻴﺤﻴﺔ )واﻹﺴﻼم ﻓﻴﻤﺎ ﺒﻌد(
ﺒﺎﻹﻜراﻩ .وﻨﺤن أﻴﻀﺎ ﺘﻌرﻀﻨﺎ ﻝﻠﺘﻬدﻴد ﺒﺎﻝﻘﺘل ،وﻝم ﻴﺴﺘطﻊ ﺒﻌض اﻝﻴﻬود ﻤواﺠﻬﺔ ﻫذا اﻝﺘﻬدﻴد أو
ﺨﺎﻓوا ﻤن ﻤﻐﺒﺔ ﺘﺤﻤﻠﻪ ،وﻝﻜن ﺸﻌﺒﻨﺎ ﺒﺼﻔﺔ ﻋﺎﻤﺔ ﻗﺎوم وﻜﺎن ﻤﺴﺘﻌدا ﻝﻠﻤوت ﻓﻰ ﺴﺒﻴل ﻋﻘﻴدﺘﻪ.
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وأﻨﺘم ﺒﻼ ﺸك ﻋﻠﻰ دراﻴﺔ ﺒﻤﺎ ﺤدث ﻝﻨﺎ ﻓﻰ إﺴﺒﺎﻨﻴﺎ ﺨﻼل اﻝﻘرن اﻝﺨﺎﻤس ﻋﺸر ،وﻝﻴس ﻓﻘط ﻓﻰ
إﺴﺒﺎﻨﻴﺎ.
وأﻨﺎ ﻻ أﻋرف أى ﺸﻌب آﺨر ﺨﻼف اﻝﻴﻬودُ ،ﻨﻔﻰ ﻤن أرﻀﻪ وﻋﺎش ﻓﻰ ﺸﺘﺎت ﺒﻴن دول
اﻝﻌﺎﻝم ﻀﺤﻴﺔ ﻝﻠﻜراﻫﻴﺔ واﻻﻀطﻬﺎد واﻝطرد واﻝﻤذاﺒﺢ )ﺨﻼل ﻋﺼرﻨﺎ اﻝﺤﺎﻝﻰ ،أُزﻫﻘت أرواح ﺴﺘﺔ
ﻤﻼﻴﻴن ﻴﻬودى ﻋﻠﻰ ﻴد اﻝﻨﺎزﻴﻴن( .وﻝم ﺘﻤﺢ ﺘﻠك اﻷﺤداث ﻤن ذاﻜرﺘﻨﺎ وﻻ ﻤن ذاﻜرة اﻝﺘﺎرﻴﺦ ،ﺒﻴد
أﻨﻬﺎ ﻝم ﺘﺼب ﺸﻌﺒﻨﺎ ﺒﺎﻝﻴﺄس ،وﻝم ُﻨﺠﺒر ﻋﻠﻰ اﺴﺘﻴﻌﺎﺒﻬﺎ )رﻏم أن اﻝﻌدﻴد ﻤن اﻝﻴﻬود ﻓرادى
اﺴﺘوﻋﺒوﻫﺎ( ،وﻝﻜن ﻜل ﻴﻬودى ﻴﺸﺘﺎق ﺒﺎﺴﺘﻤرار ﻝﻠﻌودة اﻝﻰ أرﻀﻪ؛ ﺤﻴث ظل اﻝﻴﻬود ﻴؤﻤﻨوا ﻝﻤدة
أﻝﻔﻰ ﺴﻨﺔ ﺒﺎﻝﺨﻼص اﻝﻤﻨﺘظر ،وواﻜب ﻫذا اﻹﻴﻤﺎن ﻨﻬﻀﺔ ٕواﺤﻴﺎء ﻻﺴﺘﻘﻼل اﻝﺸﻌب اﻝﻴﻬودى .وأﻨﺎ
أﻋرف أﻴﻀﺎ أن أى ﺸﻌب ﻋﺎش ﻓﻰ أى وﻗت ﻤﻀﻰ ﻋﻠﻰ ﻫذﻩ اﻷرض  -اﻝﺘﻰ ﻜﺎﻨت ﺘُﺴﻤﻰ أوﻻ

ﻓﻰ اﻝﻠﻐﺔ اﻝﻌﺒرﻴﺔ أرض " ﻜﻨﻌﺎن" -ﺜم أطﻠق ﻋﻠﻴﻬﺎ ﺒﻌد ذﻝك ﻓﺼﺎﻋدا اﺴم " أرض اﺴراﺌﻴل" – ﺘﺄﺜر
ﻨﻤط ﺤﻴﺎﺘﻪ ﻗﻠﺒﺎ وﻗﺎﻝﺒﺎ ﺒطﺒﻴﻌﺘﻬﺎ؛ ﺴواء ﻓﻴﺎﻝق اﻝﻔﺎﺘﺤﻴن ﻤن اﻝﻤﺼرﻴﻴن أو اﻵﺸورﻴﻴن أو اﻝﺒﺎﺒﻠﻴﻴن أو
اﻝﻔرس أو اﻹﻏرﻴق أو اﻝروﻤﺎن أو اﻝﻌرب أو اﻝﺴﻼﺠﻘﺔ أو اﻝﺼﻠﻴﺒﻴﻴن واﻝﻤﻤﺎﻝﻴك واﻝﻌﺜﻤﺎﻨﻴﻴن
واﻹﻨﺠﻠﻴز ..وﻤﺎ اﻝﻰ ذﻝك .وﻝم ﺘﻜن ﻫذﻩ اﻷرض أﺒدا اﻝوطن اﻝوﺤﻴد واﻷوﺤد ﻷى ﺸﻌب ﻓﻰ اﻝﻌﺎﻝم
ﺒﺎﺴﺘﺜﻨﺎء اﻝﺸﻌب اﻝﻴﻬودى.
وأﻨﺎ ﻋﻠﻰ دراﻴﺔ ﺒﻌدم وﺠود ﻤﺜﺎل ﻓﻰ اﻝﺘﺎرﻴﺦ ﻋﻠﻰ ﻋودة ﺸﻌب اﻝﻰ وطﻨﻪ ﺒﻌد ﻤرور
 1800ﻋﺎم ﻋﻠﻰ ﺨروﺠﻪ ﻤﻨﻪ ،وﺒﺄن ﻫذﻩ اﻝﻌودة إن ﺤدﺜت ،ﺴﺘﻌﺘﺒر ﺤدﺜﺎ ﻓرﻴدا ﻤن ﻨوﻋﻪ .إﻻ أن
ﻫﻨﺎك ﺤﻘﻴﻘﺔ أﺨرى أﻴﻀﺎ ،ﻫﻰ أﻨﻪ ﻻ ﻴوﺠد ﺠﻴل واﺤد ﻝم ﻴﺤﺎول ﻓﻴﻪ اﻝﻴﻬود ) ٕوان ﻝم ﺘﻜﻠل
ﻤﺤﺎوﻻﺘﻬم داﺌﻤﺎ ﺒﺎﻝﻨﺠﺎح( اﻝﻌودة اﻝﻰ أرﻀﻬم .وﻗد اﻋﺘرف اﻝﻌﺎﻝم اﻝﻤﺴﻴﺤﻰ ﺒﺄﻜﻤﻠﻪ ،ﻤﺜﻠﻤﺎ اﻋﺘرﻓت
ﻋﺼﺒﺔ اﻷﻤم اﻝﺘﻰ ﻜﺎﻨت ﺘﺘﺄﻝف ﺒﺄﻜﻤﻠﻬﺎ ﺘﻘرﻴﺒﺎ ﻤن دول ﻤﺴﻴﺤﻴﺔ ﻤن ﺨﻼل إﻗرار وﻋد ﺒﻠﻔور؛ ﺒﺄن
ﻫذﻩ اﻝﻌودة ﺘﺸﻜل اﻝراﺒط اﻝﺘﺎرﻴﺨﻰ ﺒﻴن ﺸﻌب اﺴراﺌﻴل وأرض اﺴراﺌﻴل.
وﻨﺤن ﻝدﻴﻨﺎ ﺴﺠﻼت ﻝﺠﻨﺔ ﺒﻴل ،اﻝﺘﻰ أرﺴﻠت ﻋﺎم  1936ﻹﻋداد ﺘﻘرﻴر ﻋن اﻷوﻀﺎع ﻓﻰ
ﻓﻠﺴطﻴن وآﻓﺎﻗﻬﺎ اﻝﻤﺴﺘﻘﺒﻠﻴﺔ ،ﺤﻴث ﺨﻠﺼت ﺘﻠك اﻝﻠﺠﻨﺔ ﻓﻰ ﻨﻬﺎﻴﺔ اﻝﺘﺤﻘﻴﻘﺎت اﻝﺘﻰ أﺠرﺘﻬﺎ اﻝﻰ ﻤﺎ
ﻴﻠﻲ" :ﻤن اﻝواﻀﺢ ﻝﻨﺎ أن ﺤﻜوﻤﺔ ﺼﺎﺤب اﻝﺠﻼﻝﺔ اﻋﺘرﻓت ﻤن ﺨﻼل ﻋﺒﺎرة " إﻨﺸﺎء وطن ﻗوﻤﻰ
ﻓﻰ ﻓﻠﺴطﻴن" أﻨﻪ ﻤن اﻝﻤرﺠﺢ ﻋﻠﻰ ﻤﺠرى اﻝزﻤن إﻨﺸﺎء دوﻝﺔ ﻴﻬودﻴﺔ ،وﻝﻜن ﻝم ﻴﻜن ﻤن اﻝﻤﻤﻜن
ﺘﺤدﻴد اﻝوﻗت اﻝذى ﺴﺘُﻨﺸﺄ ﻓﻴﻪ".
وﻋﻼوة ﻋﻠﻰ ذﻝك ،ﻓﺈن ﻜﻠﻤﺔ " ﻓﻠﺴطﻴن" ﺘﺸﻴر اﻝﻰ اﻷراﻀﻰ اﻝواﻗﻌﺔ ﻋﻠﻰ ﺠﺎﻨﺒﻰ ﻨﻬر
اﻷردن ،واﻝﺘﻰ ﻜﺎﻨت أرض اﻝﻴﻬود ﻤﻨذ زﻤن ﻴﺸوع ﺤﺘﻰ ﻋﺎم  1922ﻋﻨدﻤﺎ ﻗرر وﻨﺴﺘون ﺘﺸرﺸل -
وزﻴر اﻝﻤﺴﺘﻌﻤرات اﻝﺒرﻴطﺎﻨﻰ آﻨذاك  -اﺴﺘﺒﻌﺎد أراﻀﻰ ﺸرق ﻨﻬر اﻷردن ﻤن اﻷراﻀﻰ اﻝﻤوﻀوﻋﺔ
ﺘﺤت اﻻﻨﺘداب ﻝﺘﻜون " اﻝوطن اﻝﻘوﻤﻰ ﻝﻠﺸﻌب اﻝﻴﻬودى".

3

وﻴﺴود اﻋﺘﻘﺎد ﺨﺎطﺊ ،ﺒﺄن اﻝﻌﺎﻝم اﻝﻤﺘﺤﻀر ﺒﻤﺎ ﻓﻴﻪ روﺴﻴﺎ )وﻓﻰ اﻝواﻗﻊ ﻋﻨدﻤﺎ اﺠﺘﻤﻌت
اﻝﺠﻤﻌﻴﺔ اﻝﻌﺎﻤﺔ ﻝﺘﻨﺎول ﻫذﻩ اﻝﻤﺴﺄﻝﺔ ﻓﻰ ﻤﺎﻴو ﻋﺎم  ،1947ﻜﺎن أﻨدرﻴﻪ ﺠروﻤﻴﻜو ﻫو اﻝذى طﻠب
ﻓﻰ اﻝﺒداﻴﺔ إﻨﺸﺎء دوﻝﺔ ﻴﻬودﻴﺔ ﻓﻰ ﻓﻠﺴطﻴن( ،اﺘﺨذ ﻗ اررﻩ ﻝﺼﺎﻝﺢ إﻨﺸﺎء دوﻝﺔ ﻴﻬودﻴﺔ ،ﻓﻘط ﺒﺴﺒب
اﻝﻤﺄﺴﺎة اﻝﺘﻰ ﻋﺎﺸﻬﺎ اﻝﺸﻌب اﻝﻴﻬودى ﺨﻼل اﻝﺤرب اﻝﻌﺎﻝﻤﻴﺔ اﻝﺜﺎﻨﻴﺔ ،وراح ﻀﺤﻴﺘﻬﺎ ﺴﺘﺔ ﻤﻼﻴﻴن
ﻴﻬودى أوروﺒﻰ ﻋﻠﻰ ﻴد اﻝﻨﺎزﻴﻴن.
وﻻ ﻴﻤﻜن أن ﻴوﺠد ﺨطﺄ أﻜﺒر ﻤن ﻫذا ،ﻓﻘد ﻜﺎن ﺘدﻤﻴر ﺴﺘﺔ ﻤﻼﻴﻴن ﻴﻬودى أوروﺒﻰ ﻓﻰ
اﻝواﻗﻊ أﻗﺴﻰ ﻀرﺒﺔ ﻴﻤﻜن ﺘﺼورﻫﺎ ﻝﻠدوﻝﺔ اﻝﻴﻬودﻴﺔ وأﻜﺜرﻫﺎ ﺘروﻴﻌﺎ .وﻝﻜن ﻴﻬود أوروﺒﺎ ﻜﺎﻨوا ﻗد
ﺸرﻋوا ﻓﻰ إﻨﺸﺎء ﺘﻠك اﻝدوﻝﺔ ﻤﻨذ ﻋﺎم 1870؛ ﺤﻴث ﻜﺎﻨت اﻝﺨطوة اﻷوﻝﻰ ﻨﺤو إﻗﺎﻤﺔ اﻝدوﻝﺔ
اﻝﻴﻬودﻴﺔ ﻓﻰ ﻋﺼرﻨﺎ اﻝﺤﺎﻝﻰ ﻫﻰ ﺘﺄﺴﻴس "ﻤﻜﻔﻴﻪ ﻴﺴراﺌﻴل" ،وﻫﻰ أول ﻤدرﺴﺔ زراﻋﻴﺔ ﻴﻬودﻴﺔ ﻤن
ﻨوﻋﻬﺎ أﻨﺸﺌت ﻓﻰ ﻓﻠﺴطﻴن ،ﻋﻠﻰ ﻴد ﻴﻬود ﻓرﻨﺴﺎ اﻝﻤﻨﺘﻤﻴن ﻝﻠﺘﺤﺎﻝف اﻻﺴراﺌﻴﻠﻰ اﻝﻌﺎﻝﻤﻰ ﺒﻘﻴﺎدة
ﻜرﻴﻤﻴو ،وزﻴر اﻝﻌدل آﻨذاك ﻓﻰ اﻝﺘﺸﻜﻴل اﻝﻤؤﻗت ﻝﻠﺤﻜوﻤﺔ اﻝﻔرﻨﺴﻴﺔ ﺒﻌد ﺴﻘوط ﻨﺎﺒﻠﻴون اﻝﺜﺎﻝث.
وﻜﺎن اﻝﻬدف ﻤن ﻫﺠرة اﻝﻴﻬود اﻝﻰ ﻓﻠﺴطﻴن واﺴﺘﻴطﺎﻨﻬم ﻓﻴﻬﺎ ،ﻫو إﺤﻴﺎء اﻻﺴﺘﻘﻼل
اﻝﻴﻬودى ﻓﻰ أرض اﺴراﺌﻴل؛ وﻫﻰ ﺤرﻜﺔ ﺒدأت ﻓﻰ ﻋﺎم  1870وواﻜﺒت ﺘﺄﺴﻴس ﻤدرﺴﺔ " ﻤﻴﻜﻔﻴﻪ
ﻴﺴراﺌﻴل".
وﺸرع اﻝﻴﻬود ﻤن روﺴﻴﺎ وروﻤﺎﻨﻴﺎ وﻤن ﺒﻠدان أوروﺒﻴﺔ أﺨرى ﻓﻀﻼ ﻋن إﻓرﻴﻘﻴﺎ وآﺴﻴﺎ ،ﻓﻰ
ﺒﻨﺎء اﻝﻤﺴﺘﻌﻤرات اﻝزراﻋﻴﺔ ﻓﻰ ﻓﻠﺴطﻴن؛ ﺒﻬدف ﺘﺤوﻴل اﻝﺒرﻴﺔ اﻝﻰ ﺤﻘول ﻤزﻫرة ٕواﻗﺎﻤﺔ اﻝدوﻝﺔ
اﻝﻴﻬودﻴﺔ .وﻗد ﺤدث ﻫذا ﻗﺒل ظﻬور أى "ﺤﻜوﻤﺔ ﺼﻬﻴوﻨﻴﺔ" ﺒوﻗت طوﻴل ،وﻗﺒل ﺘﺄﺴﻴس اﻝدﻜﺘور
ﻫرﺘزل اﻝﻤﻨظﻤﺔ اﻝﺼﻬﻴوﻨﻴﺔ اﻝﻌﺎﻝﻤﻴﺔ ﺒﺴﻨوات ﻋدﻴدة ،وﻗد ﻨﺸر اﻝدﻜﺘور ﻫرﺘزل ﻜﺘﺎﺒﻪ "اﻝدوﻝﺔ
اﻝﻴﻬودﻴﺔ" ﻋﺎم  ،1896وأﺼﺒﺢ ﺒﻌد ذﻝك رﺌﻴﺴﺎ ﻝﻠﺤرﻜﺔ اﻝﺼﻬﻴوﻨﻴﺔ.
وﻤﺎ ﻴدﻝل ﻋﻠﻰ ﻤدى ﻋﻤق وﺜﺒﺎت اﻝﺼﻠﺔ ﺒﻴن اﻝﺸﻌب اﻝﻴﻬودى وأرض اﺴراﺌﻴل ،ﻫو أن
ﻫرﺘزل ﺤﻴن ﻴﺌس ﻤن اﻝﺤﺼول ﻋﻠﻰ ﻤﻴﺜﺎق ﻤن اﻝﺤﻜوﻤﺔ اﻝﺘرﻜﻴﺔ ﻻﺴﺘﻴطﺎن اﻝﻴﻬود ﻋﻠﻰ ﻨطﺎق
واﺴﻊ ﻓﻰ ﻓﻠﺴطﻴن ،ﺘوﺠﻪ اﻝﻰ اﻝﺒرﻴطﺎﻨﻴﻴن .وﻋرض ﻋﻠﻴﻪ ﺠوزﻴف ﺘﺸﺎﻤﺒرﻝﻴن اﻻﺴﺘﻴطﺎن ﻓﻰ
أوﻏﻨدا ،وﻝﻜن ﻋﻨدﻤﺎ طُرح ﻫذا اﻝﻌرض ﻝﻠﻤﻨﺎﻗﺸﺔ ﻓﻰ اﻝﻤؤﺘﻤر اﻝﺼﻬﻴوﻨﻰ اﻝﻤﻨﻌﻘد ﻋﺎم ،1904
رﻓﻀﻪ اﻝﻤؤﺘﻤر.
وأﻨﺎ ﻨﻔﺴﻰ وﻝدت ﻓﻰ اﻝﻘطﺎع اﻝروﺴﻰ ﻤن ﺒوﻝﻨدا وﺠﺌت اﻝﻰ ﻓﻠﺴطﻴن ﻋﺎم  ،1906ﻋﻨدﻤﺎ
ﻜﺎﻨت اﻝﺒﻼد ﻻ ﺘزال ﺠزءا ﻤن اﻻﻤﺒراطورﻴﺔ اﻝﻌﺜﻤﺎﻨﻴﺔ .وﻝم ﻴﺴﺎورﻨﻰ ﻗط أدﻨﻰ ﺸك ﻓﻰ أن ﻤﻼﻴﻴن
اﻝﻴﻬود ﻴﻤﻜﻨﻬم اﻻﺴﺘﻴطﺎن ﻋﻠﻰ ﺠﺎﻨﺒﻰ ﻨﻬر اﻷردن دون ﺤرﻤﺎن ﻋرﺒﻰ واﺤد ﻤن أرﻀﻪ؛ ﺤﻴث أن
أﻗل ﻤن ﻋﺸرة ﻓﻰ اﻝﻤﺎﺌﺔ ﻤن ﻤﺴﺎﺤﺔ اﻝﺒﻼد ﻓﻘط ﻜﺎﻨت ﻤﺄﻫوﻝﺔ ﺒﺎﻝﺴﻜﺎن .وﻗد ﻋﻤﻠت ﺸﺨﺼﻴﺎ ﻓﻰ
اﻝﻌدﻴد ﻤن اﻝﻤﺴﺘوطﻨﺎت اﻝﻴﻬودﻴﺔ اﻝﺠدﻴدة اﻝﺘﻰ ﺘﺄﺴﺴت ﻓﻰ أﻤﺎﻜن ﻜﺎﻨت ﺨرﺒﺔ ﺘﻤﺎﻤﺎ ﻓﻰ اﻝﺴﺎﺒق.
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وﻫﻜذا ،ﻋﻨدﻤﺎ أﻗرت ﻋﺼﺒﺔ اﻷﻤم وﻋد ﺒﻠﻔور ﻓﻰ أواﺨر ﻋﺎم  ،1920ﻗﻤت ﺒﺼﻴﺎﻏﺔ
ﻤذﻜرة ﺒﺸﺄن ﻓﻠﺴطﻴن ،وﺒﺄﻨﻬﺎ ﺘﻀم اﻷراﻀﻰ اﻝواﻗﻌﺔ ﻋﻠﻰ ﻀﻔﺘﻰ ﻨﻬر اﻷردن ،ﺒﺎﻝﻨﻴﺎﺒﺔ ﻋن ﺤزب
ﺒوﻋﺎﻝﻰ ﺼﻬﻴون اﻝدوﻝﻰ )اﻝﺤزب اﻻﺸﺘراﻜﻰ اﻝﺼﻬﻴوﻨﻰ( ،وأرﺴﻠت اﻝﻤذﻜرة اﻝﻰ ﺤزب اﻝﻌﻤﺎل
اﻝﺒرﻴطﺎﻨﻰ .وﻜﺎن ﺠوﻫرﻫﺎ ،ﻫو أﻨﻪ ﻓﻰ ظل ﻗرار ﻋﺼﺒﺔ اﻷﻤم ﻴﻤﻜن ﺘﺴوﻴﺔ ﻤﺸﻜﻠﺔ ﺤدود ﻓﻠﺴطﻴن
ﺒطرﻴﻘﺔ واﺤدة ﻓﻘط؛ أى ﻤن ﺨﻼل إﻨﺸﺎء ﻜﻴﺎن ﺴﻴﺎﺴﻰ واﻗﺘﺼﺎدى واﺤد ،ﻤن ﺸﺄﻨﻪ أن ﻴﺼﺒﺢ ﻓﻰ
ﻨﻬﺎﻴﺔ اﻝﻤطﺎف اﺘﺤﺎدا ﻴﻬودﻴﺎ .وﻗﺒل ﺤزب اﻝﻌﻤﺎل اﻝﺒرﻴطﺎﻨﻰ ﻫذا اﻝﻤوﻗف ،وﺤﺘﻰ ﻋﺎم 1922
اﻨﺘدﺒت ﻓﻠﺴطﻴن ﻝﺘﻜون اﻝوطن اﻝﻘوﻤﻰ ﻝﻠﻴﻬود.
وﻝﻜﻨﻨﻰ ﻜﻨت أدرك ﺠﻴدا ﺒﺼﻔﺘﻰ أﺤد اﻝﺴﻜﺎن اﻝﻤﻘﻴﻤﻴن ﻓﻰ ﻓﻠﺴطﻴن ،أن اﻝﻌرب أﻴﻀﺎ
ﻝدﻴﻬم ﻤﺸﻜﻠﺔ ،وأن ﺤﻘوق ﻋرب ﻓﻠﺴطﻴن ﻴﺘﻌﻴن ﻤراﻋﺎﺘﻬﺎ ﺒدﻗﺔ.
وﻫﻜذا ،ﻓﻰ أواﺨر ﻋﺎم  ،1933وﻋﻘب اﻨﺘﺨﺎﺒﻰ ﻝﻘﻴﺎدة اﻝﺤرﻜﺔ اﻝﺼﻬﻴوﻨﻴﺔ ﻤﺒﺎﺸرة ،ﺸرﻋت
ﻓﻰ اﻝﺘﻔﺎوض ﻤﻊ اﻝﻘﺎدة اﻝﻌرب اﻝﻤﺴﻠﻤﻴن واﻝﻤﺴﻴﺤﻴﻴن ﻓﻰ ﻓﻠﺴطﻴن وﻝﺒﻨﺎن وﺴورﻴﺎ .وﺒدأت
اﻝﻤﻔﺎوﻀﺎت ﺒﻴﻨﻨﺎ ﻓﻌﻠﻴﺎ ﻓﻰ ﻤطﻠﻊ ﻋﺎم  ،1934واﺘﺒﻌت ﻓﻴﻬﺎ ﻨﻬﺠﺎ ﻴﻘوم ﻋﻠﻰ أﺴﺎﺴﻴن ..ﻫﻤﺎ أن
اﻝﺸﻌب اﻝﻌرﺒﻰ ﻗواﻤﻪ ﻜﺘﻠﺔ ﻤن اﻝدول ﺘﻤﺘد ﻤن ﻤﺼر اﻝﻰ اﻝﻤﻐرب ﻓﻰ ﺸﻤﺎل إﻓرﻴﻘﻴﺎ ،وﻤن اﻝﻌراق
وﺴورﻴﺎ وﻝﺒﻨﺎن اﻝﻰ اﻝﻤﻤﻠﻜﺔ اﻝﻌرﺒﻴﺔ اﻝﺴﻌودﻴﺔ واﻝﻴﻤن ﻓﻰ اﻝﺸرق اﻷوﺴط  ،وأن ﻤﺴﺎﺤﺔ اﻷراﻀﻰ
اﻝﻌرﺒﻴﺔ ﻓﻰ ﺸﻤﺎل إﻓرﻴﻘﻴﺎ ﺘﺒﻠﻎ  8.195.964ﻜﻴﻠوﻤﺘ ار ﻤرﺒﻌﺎ ،ﺒﻴﻨﻤﺎ ﺘﺼل ﻤﺴﺎﺤﺔ اﻝدول اﻝﻌرﺒﻴﺔ ﻓﻰ
ﻤﻨطﻘﺔ اﻝﺸرق اﻷوﺴط اﻝﻰ  3.607.929ﻜﻴﻠوﻤﺘ ار ﻤرﺒﻌﺎ؛ ﻤﺎ ﻴﻨﺘﺞ ﻋﻨﻪ ﻓﻰ اﻝﻤﺠﻤل ﻤﺴﺎﺤﺔ ﻤن
اﻷراﻀﻰ ﺘﺒﻠﻎ  11.863.873ﻜﻴﻠو ﻤﺘ ار ﻤرﺒﻌﺎ.
)واﻋﺘﺒﺎ ار ﻤن ﻋﺎم  ،1963ﺒﻠﻎ ﻋدد ﺴﻜﺎن ﻫذﻩ اﻝدول ،اﻝﺘﻰ ﺘﻀم ﺒﻴن ﺠﻨﺒﺎﺘﻬﺎ أﻗﻠﻴﺎت
ﻤﺴﻴﺤﻴﺔ وﻜردﻴﺔ وﺴﻜﺎﻨﺎ ﻤن اﻝﺒرﺒر 94.5.87.000 ،ﻨﺴﻤﺔ(.
ﺒﻴﻨﻤﺎ ﺘﺼل ﻤﺴﺎﺤﺔ ﻓﻠﺴطﻴن ﻋﻠﻰ ﻀﻔﺘﻰ ﻨﻬر اﻷردن اﻝﻰ  60.000ﻜﻴﻠوﻤﺘر ﻤرﺒﻊ ﻓﻘط،
)وﻴﺴﻜﻨﻬﺎ اﻋﺘﺒﺎ ار ﻤن ﻋﺎم  4.181.000 1963ﻨﺴﻤﺔ ،ﻤن ﻀﻤﻨﻬم  2.356.000ﻨﺴﻤﺔ ﻓﻰ
اﺴراﺌﻴل ،و  1.825.000ﻨﺴﻤﺔ ﻓﻰ اﻷردن(.
وﻋﻘب ﺒﻌض اﻝﺘوﻀﻴﺤﺎت اﻷﺴﺎﺴﻴﺔ ،ﻗﺒل اﻝﺠﺎﻨب اﻵﺨر ﻫذﻩ اﻷﺴس أﻴﻀﺎ؛ وﻫﻰ ﻤؤداﻫﺎ
أن اﻝﻌرب ﺒﺤوزﺘﻬم ﻤﺴﺎﺤﺎت ﺸﺎﺴﻌﺔ ﻤن اﻷراﻀﻰ ﻓﻰ ﺸﻤﺎل إﻓرﻴﻘﻴﺎ وﻏرب آﺴﻴﺎ ،ﻴﺴﻜﻨﻬﺎ ﺒﻀﻊ
ﻤﻼﻴﻴن ﻨﺴﻤﺔ ،وﻝﻜن ﻤﻌظﻤﻬﺎ ﻻزال ﻴﺨﻀﻊ ﻝﻠﺤﻜم اﻷﺠﻨﺒﻰ ،وأن ﻤﺴﺎﺤﺔ ﻓﻠﺴطﻴن ﺘﺒﻠﻎ أﻗل ﻤن
ﻨﺼف ﻓﻰ اﻝﻤﺎﺌﺔ ﻤن إﺠﻤﺎﻝﻰ ﻤﺴﺎﺤﺔ اﻷراﻀﻰ اﻝﻌرﺒﻴﺔ ،وأن ﻋدد اﻝﺴﻜﺎن اﻝﻌرب ﻓﻰ ﻓﻠﺴطﻴن ﻋﻠﻰ
ﺠﺎﻨﺒﻰ ﻨﻬر اﻷردن ﻴﻌﺎدل  ٪1.5ﻤن ﻋدد اﻝﺴﻜﺎن اﻝﻌرب ﻓﻰ ﻏرب آﺴﻴﺎ وﺸﻤﺎل إﻓرﻴﻘﻴﺎ.

5

وﻓﻰ وﻋﻰ اﻝﻴﻬود ،اﻝﻤﺘﺄﺼل ﻓﻰ اﻝﺘﺎرﻴﺦ اﻝﻴﻬودى واﻝوارد ﻓﻰ أم اﻝﻜﺘب – ﻓﻠﺴطﻴن -ﻴﻘﻊ
ﻤوطن اﻝﺸﻌب اﻝﻴﻬودى ﻋﻠﻰ ﺠﺎﻨﺒﻰ ﻨﻬر اﻷردن .وﻝﻜن ﻫذﻩ اﻝﺒﻼد ﻝم ﺘﻜن ﻏﻴر ﻤﺄﻫوﻝﺔ؛ ﺒل
اﺴﺘوطﻨﻬﺎ اﻝﻌرب ﻤﻨذ اﻝﻔﺘﺢ اﻝﻌرﺒﻰ ﻓﻰ اﻝﻘرن اﻝﺴﺎﺒﻊ ،ﺤﻴث ﻴﺒﻠﻎ ﻋددﻫم ﻓﻰ اﻝوﻗت اﻝﺤﺎﻝﻰ أﻜﺜر
ﻤن ﻤﻠﻴون ﻨﺴﻤﺔ ،ﻴﻤﺜﻠون ﻨﺴﺒﺔ  ٪1.5ﻤن ﻤﺠﻤوع اﻝﺴﻜﺎن اﻝﻌرب ﻓﻰ اﻝﻌﺎﻝم .وﻤﻤﺎ ﻻ ﺸك ﻓﻴﻪ أن
اﻝﺴﻜﺎن اﻝﻌرب ﻓﻰ ﻓﻠﺴطﻴن ،ﻴﺴﺘﺤﻘون ﻜﺎﻓﺔ اﻝﺤﻘوق اﻝﺘﻰ ﻴﺘﻤﺘﻊ ﺒﻬﺎ أى ﻤواطن ﻤن ﻤواطﻨﻰ
اﻝﺒﻠدان اﻝدﻴﻤﻘراطﻴﺔ ،وﻻ ﻴﻤﻜن ﺘﺼور ﺸﻜل اﻝدوﻝﺔ اﻝﻴﻬودﻴﺔ ﺒﺼورة أﺨرى ﺨﻼف اﻝدﻴﻤﻘراطﻴﺔ .وﻫذا
ﻤﺎ ﻗﻠﺘﻪ ﺘﺤدﻴدا ﻷول زﻋﻴم ﻋرﺒﻰ ﻋﻘدت ﻤﻌﻪ ﻤﺤﺎدﺜﺎت آﻨذاك ،وﻫو ﻋوﻨﻰ ﻋﺒد اﻝﻬﺎدى رﺌﻴس ﺤزب
اﻻﺴﺘﻘﻼل اﻝﻔﻠﺴطﻴﻨﻰ ،ﺤﻴث ذﻜرت ﻝﻪ ﻤﺎ ﻴﻠﻰ" :ﺴﻨﺴﺎﻋد اﻝﺸﻌب اﻝﻌرﺒﻰ ﻋﻠﻰ اﻝﺤﺼول ﻋﻠﻰ
اﺴﺘﻘﻼﻝﻪ وﻋﻠﻰ اﻝﺘوﺤد ﺘﺤت ﻝواء اﺘﺤﺎد ﻋرﺒﻰ واﺤد ،إذا واﻓﻘﺘم ﻓﻰ اﻝﻤﻘﺎﺒل ﻋﻠﻰ ﻤﺴﺎﻋدﺘﻨﺎ ﻤن أﺠل
إﻗﺎﻤﺔ دوﻝﺔ ﻴﻬودﻴﺔ ﻓﻰ ﻓﻠﺴطﻴن ﻋﻠﻰ ﺠﺎﻨﺒﻰ ﻨﻬر اﻷردن ،ﻋﻠﻰ أن ﺘﻨﻀم ﺘﻠك اﻝدوﻝﺔ ﻓﻴﻤﺎ ﺒﻌد
ﺒﺎﻋﺘﺒﺎرﻫﺎ دوﻝﺔ ذات ﺴﻴﺎدة اﻝﻰ اﺘﺤﺎد ﺴﺎﻤﻰ ﻴﺸﻤل اﻝﻌرب واﻝﻴﻬود".
وﺒﻌد ﻤﻨﺎﻗﺸﺔ ﺒﻌض اﻝﻤﺴﺎﺌل اﻷﺴﺎﺴﻴﺔ ،طرح ﻋﻠﻰ ﻋوﻨﻰ ﻋﺒد اﻝﻬﺎدى اﻝﺴؤال اﻝﺘﺎﻝﻰ " :ﻜم
ﻋدد اﻝﻴﻬود اﻝذﻴن ﺘﻘﺘرح ﺠﻠﺒﻬم اﻝﻰ ﻓﻠﺴطﻴن ﻓﻰ ﻏﻀون ﻋﺸرﻴن ﻋﺎﻤﺎ؟" ،وأﺠﺒﺘﻪ )وﻜﺎن ذﻝك ﻓﻰ
ﻋﺎم " (1934ﺴﻨﻜون ﻗﺎدرﻴن ﻋﻠﻰ ﺠﻠب  4ﻤﻼﻴﻴن ﻴﻬودى" .وﻤﺎ أن ﻗﻠت ذﻝك ،ﺤﺘﻰ ﻗﻔز ﻋﻠﻰ
ﻗدﻤﻴﻪ واﻨﺘﺎﺒﺘﻪ ﺤﺎﻝﺔ ﻤن اﻝﺤﻤﺎس اﻝﺸدﻴد وﻫﺘف ﻗﺎﺌﻼ" :ﺴﺄذﻫب اﻝﻰ دﻤﺸق وﺒﻐداد وأﺨﺒر أﺼدﻗﺎﺌﻰ
اﻝﻌرب ﻫﻨﺎك :ﺴﻨﺴﻤﺢ ﻝﻬم ﺒﺠﻠب ﺴﺘﺔ ﻤﻼﻴﻴن ﻻ أرﺒﻌﺔ ﻤﻼﻴﻴن ﻴﻬودى ،ﺸرﻴطﺔ أن ﺘﺴﺎﻋدﻨﺎ ﻓﻰ
اﻝﺤﺼول ﻋﻠﻰ اﺴﺘﻘﻼﻝﻨﺎ وﺘﺤﻘﻴق اﻝوﺤدة" .وﻝﻜن ﻋﻨدﻤﺎ ﻫدأ ،ﺠﻠس ﻤرة أﺨرى وﻻﺤظ ،ﻗﺎﺌﻼ:
" وﻝﻜﻨﻜم أﻨﺘم ﺒﻨو اﻝﻴﻬود ﻋﻤﺎل ﻤوﻫوﺒون أﻜﺜر ﻤﻨﺎ ﻨﺤن ،وﺘﻌﻤﻠون ﺒﻜد وﻜدح ﺸدﻴدﻴن ﺒﺎﻝﻤﻘﺎرﻨﺔ ﺒﻨﺎ،
وﺴﺘﺘﻤﻜﻨون ﻤن ﺠﻠب أﻜﺒر ﻋدد ﻤﻤﻜن ﻤن اﻝﻴﻬود ﻜﻤﺎ ﺘﺸﺎءون اﻝﻰ ﻫﻨﺎ ،وﻓﻰ ﻓﺘرة وﺠﻴزة ..وﻓﻰ
ﻏﻀون أﻗل ﻤن ﻋﺸرﻴن ﻋﺎﻤﺎ .ﻤﺎ ﻫﻰ اﻝﻀﻤﺎﻨﺎت اﻝﺘﻰ ﻴﻤﻜﻨك ﻤﻨﺤﻬﺎ ﻝﻨﺎ أن اﻝﺸﻌب اﻝﻌرﺒﻰ
ﺴﻴﺤرر ﻨﻔﺴﻪ ﻤن اﻝﺤﻜم اﻷﺠﻨﺒﻰ وﻴﺘﺤد؟ "
وﻗﺒل اﻝﺸروع ﻓﻰ اﻝﻤﺤﺎدﺜﺎت اﻝﺘﻰ أﺠرﻴﺘﻬﺎ ﻤﻊ اﻝﻘﺎدة اﻝﻌرب ،ﻜﻨت ﻗد ﺘﺤدﺜت ﻤﻊ اﻝﻤﻔوض
اﻝﺴﺎﻤﻰ اﻝﺒرﻴطﺎﻨﻰ اﻝﺠﻨرال أﻜﻬوب ،وﻜﺎن رﺠﻼ ﺼﺎدﻗﺎ ﻝﻠﻐﺎﻴﺔ ،وﻗﻠت ﻝﻪ " :إﻨﻨﻰ ﻋﻠﻰ وﺸك اﻝﺒدء
ﻓﻰ ﻤﻔﺎوﻀﺎت ﻤﻊ ﺒﻌض اﻝﻤﺴؤوﻝﻴن اﻝﻌرب؛ وﺴﺄﻝﺘﻪ إن ﻜﺎﻨت اﻝﺤﻜوﻤﺔ اﻝﺒرﻴطﺎﻨﻴﺔ ﻤﺴﺘﻌدة ﻝﻤﻨﺢ
دﻋﻤﻬﺎ ﻓﻰ ﺤﺎل اﻝﺘوﺼل اﻝﻰ اﺘﻔﺎق ﺒﻴن اﻝﻴﻬود واﻝﻌرب؟" .ﻓﺄﺠﺎب ﻗﺎﺌﻼ " :ﻝم أﻨﺎﻗش ﻫذﻩ اﻝﻤﺴﺄﻝﺔ
ﻗط ﻤﻊ اﻝﺤﻜوﻤﺔ ،وﻻ أﺴﺘطﻴﻊ اﻝﺘﺤدث ﺒﺎﺴﻤﻬﺎ ،وﻝﻜﻨﻨﻰ أﻋرف ﻜﻴف ﻴﻔﻜر أﻋﻀﺎؤﻫﺎ"] .وأﺘذﻜر أﻨﻪ
ﻗﺎل " :أﻨﺎ ﻋﻠﻰ ﻴﻘﻴن ﻤن أﻨﻬﺎ ﺴﺘدﻋم اﺘﻔﺎﻗﺎ ﻜﻬذا" .وﻝذﻝك ﻗﻠت ﻝﻌﺒد اﻝﻬﺎدى ":ﺴوف آﺘﻴك ﺒﻀﻤﺎﻨﺔ
ﻤن اﻝﺤﻜوﻤﺔ اﻝﺒرﻴطﺎﻨﻴﺔ" ،ﻓﺴﺄل ﺒﺎزدراء" :ﻫل ﺘﺘوﻗﻊ أن ﻨﺼدق ﻫؤﻻء اﻝﻤﺤﺘﺎﻝﻴن؟" ﻓﻘﻠت ﻝﻪ" :ﺴوف
آﺘﻴك ﺒﻀﻤﺎﻨﺔ ﻤن ﻋﺼﺒﺔ اﻷﻤم" .ﻓﻔﻜر ﻝﺒرﻫﺔ وأﺠﺎب" :إن اﻝﺒﻠدان ﻓﻰ ﻋﺼﺒﺔ اﻷﻤم ﻜﻠﻬﺎ ﺒﻠدان

6

ﻤﺴﻴﺤﻴﺔ ،وﻻ أﺴﺘطﻴﻊ أن أﺜق ﺒﻬﺎ" .ﻓﺄﺠﺒﺘﻪ ﺒﻘوﻝﻰ" :ﻋزﻴزى اﻝﺴﻴد ﻋوﻨﻰ ،ﻻ ﻴﻤﻜﻨﻨﻰ أن أﺠﻠب ﻝك
ﻀﻤﺎﻨﺔ ﻤن اﷲ" .واﻨﺘﻬﻰ ﺤدﻴﺜﻨﺎ ﻋﻨد ﻫذا اﻝﺤد.
وﻝﻜﻨﻨﻰ ﺘﺎﺒﻌت اﻝﺠزء اﻷﻜﺒر ﻤن اﻝﻤﻔﺎوﻀﺎت ﻤﻊ ﻤوﺴﻰ اﻝﻌﻠﻤﻰ ،أﺤد اﻝﻤﻘرﺒﻴن ﻤن اﻝﻤﻔﺘﻰ
اﻝذى ﻜﺎن آﻨذاك اﻝزﻋﻴم اﻝﻤﻘﺒول ﻝدى ﻋرب ﻓﻠﺴطﻴن ﺠﻤﻴﻌﺎ ،وذاع ﺼﻴت اﻝﻌﻠﻤﻰ آﻨذاك ﺒﺎﻋﺘﺒﺎرﻩ
رﺠﻼ ﻜرﻴﻤﺎ وﺼﺎدﻗﺎ وﻤﺨﻠﺼﺎ .واﺴﺘﻤرت اﻝﻤﺤﺎدﺜﺎت ﺒﻴﻨﻨﺎ ﻋﻠﻰ ﻤدى ﻋدة أﺸﻬر؛ ﺤﻴث ﻜﺎن ﻝزاﻤﺎ
ﻋﻠﻰ اﻝﻌﻠﻤﻰ ﻋﻘب ﻜل دورة ﻤن اﻝﻤﺤﺎدﺜﺎت أن ﻴﻘدم ﺘﻘرﻴ ار ﺒﻤﺎ دار ﻓﻴﻬﺎ اﻝﻰ اﻝﻤﻔﺘﻰ ،وﻴﻨﻘل ﻝﻰ
أﺴﺌﻠﺘﻪ وآراءﻩ .وﺒﻌد ذﻝك أﺠﻴب أﻨﺎ ﻋﻠﻴﻬﺎ وأﻗدم ﻤزﻴدا ﻤن اﻻﺴﺘﻔﺴﺎرات ،وﻴﻘوم ﻫو ﺒدورﻩ ﺒﺈﺒﻼﻏﻬﺎ
ﻝﻠﻤﻔﺘﻰ ﻜرة أﺨرى.
وﻜﺎن اﻷﺴﺎس اﻝذى اﺴﺘﻨدت إﻝﻴﻪ ﻤﻨﺎﻗﺸﺎﺘﻨﺎ ،ﻫو ﻨﻔس اﻝﻔﻜرة اﻝﺘﻰ ﻋرﻀﺘﻬﺎ ﻋﻠﻰ ﻋﺒد
اﻝﻬﺎدى وﻫﻰ :ﺘﺤرﻴر اﻝﻌرب ﻤن اﻝﻬﻴﻤﻨﺔ اﻷﺠﻨﺒﻴﺔ وﺘوﺤﻴدﻫمٕ ،واﻗﺎﻤﺔ دوﻝﺔ ﻴﻬودﻴﺔ ﻓﻰ ﻓﻠﺴطﻴن ﻋﻠﻰ
ﺠﺎﻨﺒﻰ ﻨﻬر اﻷردن ،ﻴﺘﻤﺘﻊ ﻓﻴﻬﺎ اﻝﻤواطﻨون اﻝﻌرب ﺒﺤﻘوﻗﻬم ﻓﻰ ﻤﺴﺎواة ﻤطﻠﻘﺔ ،ﻋﻠﻰ أن ﺘﻠﻌب ﺘﻠك
اﻝدوﻝﺔ ﻓﻴﻤﺎ ﺒﻌد دو ار ﻓﻰ اﻻﺘﺤﺎد اﻝﻌرﺒﻰ.
وﺘوﺼﻠﻨﺎ أﺨﻴ ار وﺒﻌد ﻤﻔﺎوﻀﺎت ﻤطوﻝﺔ اﺴﺘﻤرت ﻋدة أﺸﻬر) ،أﺠرﻴت ﻓﻰ إطﺎر ﻤن اﻝﺴرﻴﺔ
اﻝﺘﺎﻤﺔ ﻋﻠﻰ ﻜﻼ اﻝﺠﺎﻨﺒﻴن( ،اﻝﻰ اﺘﻔﺎق ﻋﻠﻰ أﺴﺎس ﻤﺎ اﻗﺘرﺤﺘﻪ ﻤن ﻗﺒل .ﺒﻴد أن اﻝﻤﻔﺘﻰ أﺼر أن
أﺠﺘﻤﻊ ﻤﻊ اﻝﻠﺠﻨﺔ اﻝﻌرﺒﻴﺔ -اﻝﺴورﻴﺔ -اﻝﻔﻠﺴطﻴﻨﻴﺔ ،وﻜﺎن ﻤﻘرﻫﺎ ﻓﻰ ﺠﻨﻴف ﺒﺠوار ﻤﻘر ﻋﺼﺒﺔ
ﺘﻘﺒل أﻋﻀﺎء اﻝﻠﺠﻨﺔ ﻝﻠﻔﻜرة ،دﻋوة ﻤﻠوك اﻝدول اﻝﻌرﺒﻴﺔ  -اﻝﻤﻤﻠﻜﺔ اﻝﻌرﺒﻴﺔ
اﻷﻤم .واﻗﺘرح ﻓﻰ ﺤﺎﻝﺔ ّ
اﻝﺴﻌودﻴﺔ واﻝﻴﻤن واﻝﻌراق )وﻝم ﻴﻜن ُﻴﻨظر اﻝﻰ ﻤﺼر آﻨذاك ﺒﺎﻋﺘﺒﺎرﻫﺎ ﺒﻠدا ﻋرﺒﻴﺎ(؛ ﻤن أﺠل ﺘوﻗﻴﻊ
اﺘﻔﺎق ﻤﻊ اﻝﻘﻴﺎدة اﻝﺼﻬﻴوﻨﻴﺔ )اﻝوﻜﺎﻝﺔ اﻝﻴﻬودﻴﺔ( ﻴﻤﻜن ﺘﻘدﻴﻤﻪ ﻝﺤﻜوﻤﺔ اﻻﻨﺘداب.

وﺘﻔﺎوﻀت أﻴﻀﺎ ﻓﻰ ذﻝك اﻝوﻗت ﻤﻊ ﺠورج أﻨطوﻨﻴوس ،وﻫو ﻋرﺒﻰ ﻤﺴﻴﺤﻰ ﻤن ﺴورﻴﺎ
ﻜﺎن ﻴﻌﻴش آﻨذاك ﻓﻰ ﻓﻠﺴطﻴن ،وﻜﺎن ﻴﻌﺘﺒر اﻝﻤﻨظر اﻝرﺌﻴﺴﻰ ﻝﻠﺤرﻜﺔ اﻝﻘوﻤﻴﺔ اﻝﻌرﺒﻴﺔ ،وﻤﻊ رﻴﺎض
اﻝﺼﻠﺢ رﺌﻴس اﻝﺤﻜوﻤﺔ اﻝﻠﺒﻨﺎﻨﻴﺔ؛ ﻋﻠﻰ أﺴﺎس ﻨﻔس اﻻﻗﺘراح اﻝذى واﻓﻘوا ﻋﻠﻴﻪ ﻤن ﺤﻴث اﻝﻤﺒدأ.
)واﻏﺘﻴل رﻴﺎض اﻝﺼﻠﺢ ﻓﻰ وﻗت ﻻﺤق ﻋﻠﻰ ﻴد ﻤﺘطرف ﻋرﺒﻰ(.
وﺴﺎﻓرت ﻓﻰ اﻝﻌﺎم ﻨﻔﺴﻪ اﻝﻰ أوروﺒﺎ ﻝﻠﻘﺎء اﻝﻠﺠﻨﺔ اﻝﻌرﺒﻴﺔ ﻓﻰ ﺠﻨﻴف ،وأﺒﻠﻎ اﻝﻤﻔﺘﻰ أﻋﻀﺎء
اﻝﻠﺠﻨﺔ ﺒوﺼوﻝﻰ وﺒﻔﺤوى ﻤﻨﺎﻗﺸﺎﺘﻨﺎ .واﻝﺘﻘﻴت ﻫﻨﺎك ﺒﻌﻀوﻴن ﻤن أﻋﻀﺎء اﻝﻠﺠﻨﺔ ﻫﻤﺎ ..ﺴﺎﻗﻰ
أرﺴﻼن ،وﻫو رﺠل درزى ﻤﺴن أﺼﺒﺢ ﻤن أﻨﺼﺎر اﻝﻘوﻤﻴﺔ اﻝﻌرﺒﻴﺔ اﻝﻤﺘﺤﻤﺴﻴن رﻏم اﻝﺨﻠﻔﻴﺔ اﻝﺘﻰ
ﻴﺄﺘﻰ ﻤﻨﻬﺎٕ ،واﺤﺴﺎن ﺒك اﻝﺠﺎﺒرى اﻝﺴورى ،ﺼﻬر ﻤوﺴﻰ اﻝﻌﻠﻤﻰ .وﺘوﻝﻰ ﺴﺎﻗﻰ أرﺴﻼن دﻓﺔ

اﻝﺤدﻴث ﻤن ﺒﻴن اﻻﺜﻨﻴن ،وﻜﺎن ﻴﺘرأس اﻝﻠﺠﻨﺔ ،ﻜﻤﺎ أﻨﻪ ﻜﺎن اﻝوﺤﻴد اﻝذى ﺘﻜﻠم ﺒﻌد أن ﺸرﺤت

ﺒﺈﻴﺠﺎز أﺴﺎس اﻻﺘﻔﺎق ،ﺤﻴث ﻗﺎل ﻝﻰ " :أﻨت ﺘرﻴد وﺠود أﻏﻠﺒﻴﺔ ﻴﻬودﻴﺔ ﻓﻰ ﻓﻠﺴطﻴن ،ﻴﻠﻴﻬﺎ إﻨﺸﺎء
دوﻝﺔ ﻴﻬودﻴﺔ ،وﻝﻜن اﻝﺒرﻴطﺎﻨﻴﻴن ﻝن ﻴﺴﻤﺤوا ﻝﻜم أﺒدا أن ﺘﺼﺒﺤوا أﻏﻠﺒﻴﺔ ،ﻓﻜﻴف ﺘﺘوﻗﻊ ذﻝك ﻤﻨﺎ
ﻨﺤن اﻝﻌرب؟" وﺒﻌد ﻤزﻴد ﻤن اﻝﻨﻘﺎش ﺤول ﻫذﻩ اﻝﻨﻘطﺔ ،رأﻴت أﻨﻪ ﻻ ﺴﺒﻴل أن ﻴﺘزﺤزح ﻗﻴد أﻨﻤﻠﺔ
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ﻋن ﻤوﻗﻔﻪ ،وﻤن ﺜم اﻓﺘرق ﺠﻤﻌﻨﺎ .وراﻓﻘﻨﻰ زﻤﻴﻠﻪ اﻝﺸﺎب إﺤﺴﺎن ﺒك اﻝﺠﺎﺒرى اﻝﻰ ﻤﺤطﺔ اﻝﻘطﺎر،
وﺒﻌد أن ﻏﺎدرﻨﺎ ﻤﻨزل أرﺴﻼن ﻗﺎل ﻝﻰ اﻝﺠﺎﺒرى " :ﻫذا ﻝﻴس ﻫو اﻝﻘول اﻝﻔﺼل ،وﺴوف ﻨﺘﺤدث ﻋن
ذﻝك ﺒﺎﺴﺘﻔﺎﻀﺔ أﻜﺜر" .وأُﺠﺒرت ﻤرة أﺨرى ﻋﻠﻰ اﻝوﻋد ﺒﺎﻻﺤﺘﻔﺎظ ﺒﻜل ﻤﺎ دار ﺒﻴﻨﻨﺎ طﻰ اﻝﻜﺘﻤﺎن.
واﻀطررت ﻝﻠﺒﻘﺎء ﻓﻰ أوروﺒﺎ ﻝﻌدة أﺴﺎﺒﻴﻊ ،وﻋﻨدﻤﺎ ﻋدت اﻝﻰ اﻝﻘدس ﺘﻠﻘﻴت ﻨﺴﺨﺔ ﻤن
ﻤﺠﻠﺔ اﻷﻤﺔ اﻝﻌرﺒﻴﺔ ،اﻝﺘﻰ ﺘﺼدرﻫﺎ اﻝﻠﺠﻨﺔ اﻝﻌرﺒﻴﺔ ﺒﺎﻝﻠﻐﺔ اﻝﻔرﻨﺴﻴﺔ ﻜل ﺜﻼﺜﺔ أﺸﻬر ،وﻗد ُﻨﺸر ﻓﻴﻬﺎ
ﺤدﻴﺜﻨﺎ ﺒﺎﻝﻜﺎﻤل ﻤﻊ ﺒﻌض اﻝﺘﺸوﻴﻬﺎت اﻝطﻔﻴﻔﺔ .وﻝم ﻴﻜن ﻤوﺴﻰ اﻝﻌﻠﻤﻰ ﺒﺎﻝرﺠل اﻝﻔﺎﺴد )وﻻ ﻴزال(،
ﺤﻴث ﺸﻌر ﺒﺎﻝﺤرج ﻤن ﻤواﺠﻬﺘﻰ ،ﻋﻠﻰ اﻝرﻏم ﻤن أﻨﻨﻰ ﻗﻠت ﻝﻪ :إﻨﻨﻰ أﻋرف أﻨﻪ ﻝم ﻴﻜن ﻤﺴؤوﻻ
ﻋن ﻨﺸر اﻝﻘﺼﺔ.
وﻓﻰ اﻝوﻗت ﻨﻔﺴﻪ ،ﻜﺎﻨت اﻷﻤﺎرات اﻝﺘﻰ ﺘﻨذر ﺒﻘرب اﻨدﻻع اﻝﺤرب اﻝﻌﺎﻝﻤﻴﺔ اﻝﺜﺎﻨﻴﺔ ﺘزداد
وﻏﻴرت اﻝﺤﻜوﻤﺔ اﻝﺒرﻴطﺎﻨﻴﺔ ﺴﻴﺎﺴﺎت اﻻﻨﺘداب؛ ﺤﻴث أﺼدرت اﻝﺤﻜوﻤﺔ ﻋﻘب
وﻀوﺤﺎ وﻗرﺒﺎّ ،
اﻻﺠﺘﻤﺎع اﻝذى ﻋﻘد ﺒﻴن اﻝﻌرب واﻝﻴﻬود ﻓﻰ ﻝﻨدن ﻋﺎم  ،1939ورﻗﺔ ﺒﻴﻀﺎء أﻝﻐﻰ ﻤﺤﺘواﻫﺎ ﻓﻰ
اﻝواﻗﻊ اﻝﺘزاﻤﺎت اﻻﻨﺘداب؛ ﻋن طرﻴق وﻀﻊ ﺤد ﻝﻠﻬﺠرة اﻝﻴﻬودﻴﺔ ،واﻝوﻋد ﺒﺈﻗﺎﻤﺔ دوﻝﺔ ﻓﻠﺴطﻴﻨﻴﺔ
ﻤﺴﺘﻘﻠﺔ ﻓﻰ ﻏﻀون ﻋﺸر ﺴﻨوات .وﻝﻜن ﻗﺒل اﻨﻘﻀﺎء اﻝﺴﻨوات اﻝﻌﺸر ،ﻜﺎن أﻜﺜر ﻤن ﺴﺘﺔ ﻤﻼﻴﻴن
ﻴﻬودى – ﻤن اﻝﻴﻬود اﻝذﻴن ﻜﺎﻨوا ﻤﺘﻌطﺸﻴن ﻝﺘﺄﺴﻴس اﻝدوﻝﺔ اﻝﻴﻬودﻴﺔ أﻜﺜر ﻤن أى ﺸﺊ آﺨر ،واﻝذﻴن
ﻜﺎﻨوا ﺤرﻴﺼﻴن وﻗﺎدرﻴن ﻋﻠﻰ ﺒﻨﺎء ﺘﻠك اﻝدوﻝﺔ -ﻗد ﻝﻘوا ﺤﺘﻔﻬم ﻋﻠﻰ أﻴدى اﻝﻨﺎزﻴﻴن.
وﻝﻜن وﻨﺴﺘون ﺘﺸرﺸل ،اﻝذى ظل ﺼدﻴﻘﺎ وﻓﻴﺎ ﻝﻠﺸﻌب اﻝﻴﻬودى ،وﻤﺨﻠﺼﺎ ﻝوﻋد ﺒﻠﻔور ﻋﻠﻰ
اﻝرﻏم ﻤن اﻝورﻗﺔ اﻝﺒﻴﻀﺎء اﻝﻤؤرﺨﺔ ﻓﻰ ﻋﺎم  ،1922ﻝم ُﻴﻌﺎد اﻨﺘﺨﺎﺒﻪ رﺌﻴﺴﺎ ﻝﻠوزراء ﺒﻌد اﻝﺤرب،
وﻓﺎز ﺤزب اﻝﻌﻤﺎل اﻝﺒرﻴطﺎﻨﻰ ﺒﺄﻏﻠﺒﻴﺔ ﻤطﻠﻘﺔ ﻝﻠﻤرة اﻷوﻝﻰ وﺸرع ﻓﻰ ﺘﺸﻜﻴل اﻝﺤﻜوﻤﺔ.
وﻜﺎن ﺤزب اﻝﻌﻤﺎل ﻤﻌروﻓﺎ ﺒﺎﻨﺤﻴﺎزﻩ ﻝﺘﺄﺴﻴس دوﻝﺔ ﻴﻬودﻴﺔ ،وﻤن ﺜم اﺘﺨذ ﻗ ار ار ﻓﻰ أواﺨر
ﻋﺎم 1944؛ دﻋﺎ ﻓﻴﻪ اﻝﻰ إﻨﺸﺎء دوﻝﺔ ﻴﻬودﻴﺔ ﻋﻠﻰ ﺠﺎﻨﺒﻰ ﻨﻬر اﻷردن ﺒﻤﺠرد أن ﺘﻀﻊ اﻝﺤرب
أوزارﻫﺎ ،واﻝﻰ إﻋﺎدة ﺘوطﻴن ﻋرب ﻓﻠﺴطﻴن ﻓﻰ اﻝﺒﻼد اﻝﻌرﺒﻴﺔ اﻷﺨرى اﻝﺘﻰ ﺴﺘﻜون ﻗد ﻤﻨﺤت
اﺴﺘﻘﻼﻝﻬﺎ اﻝﺘﺎم ،ﺒﻴد أن اﻝﺤرﻜﺔ اﻝﺼﻬﻴوﻨﻴﺔ ﻨﻔﺴﻬﺎ ﻝم ﺘطﺎﻝب ﻗط ﺒﺈﻋﺎدة ﺘوطﻴن اﻝﻌرب.
وﻤﺎ ﺤدث ﻓﻰ ﻨﻬﺎﻴﺔ اﻝﺤرب اﻝﻌﺎﻝﻤﻴﺔ اﻝﺜﺎﻨﻴﺔ ﻤﻌروف ﺠﻴدا ،ﻓﻘد رﻓض ﺒﻴﻔن وأﺘﻠﻰ ﺘﻨﻔﻴذ
وﺴﻠﻤت ﻗﻀﻴﺔ ﻓﻠﺴطﻴن ﻝﻸﻤم اﻝﻤﺘﺤدة ﺒدﻻ ﻤن ذﻝك ﻓﻰ ﺸﻬر ﻤﺎﻴو ﻋﺎم .1947
ﻗرار ﺤزﺒﻬﻤﺎُ ،
وﻋﻨدﻤﺎ ﺘوﻝت اﻝﺠﻤﻌﻴﺔ اﻝﻌﺎﻤﺔ ﻗﻴﺎدة اﻝﻤﺴﺄﻝﺔ ،ﻓﺎﺠﺄ أﻨدرﻴﻪ ﺠروﻤﻴﻜو ﻤﻤﺜل روﺴﻴﺎ ﻓﻰ اﻷﻤم
اﻝﻤﺘﺤدة ،ﻤﻨدوﺒﻰ اﻝدول ﺒﺎﻝدﻋوة اﻝﻰ إﻗﺎﻤﺔ دوﻝﺔ ﻴﻬودﻴﺔ ﻓﻰ ﻓﻠﺴطﻴن ،وﻗﺎل :إن اﻝﺸﻌب اﻝﻴﻬودى
ﻴﺤق ﻝﻪ إﻗﺎﻤﺔ دوﻝﺔ ﺨﺎﺼﺔ ﺒﻪ ﻓﻰ ﻤوطﻨﻪ اﻝﺘﺎرﻴﺨﻰ .وﻗدﻤت اﻝﻠﺠﻨﺔ اﻝﺘﻰ اﺨﺘﻴرت ﻝﻠﺘﺤﻘﻴق ﻓﻰ
اﻝﻤﺸﻜﻠﺔ ﺘوﺼﻴﺘﻴن ﻓﻰ ﻫذا اﻝﺼدد ،وطﺎﻝﺒت ﺒﺎﻹﺠﻤﺎع ﺒﺈﻨﻬﺎء اﻻﻨﺘداب اﻝﺒرﻴطﺎﻨﻰ ﻓﻰ أﻗرب وﻗت
ﻤﻤﻜن ،ودﻋت أﻗﻠﻴﺔ ﻤن أﻋﻀﺎء ﺘﻠك اﻝﻠﺠﻨﺔ اﻝﻰ إﻗﺎﻤﺔ دوﻝﺔ اﺘﺤﺎدﻴﺔ ﺘﻀم اﻝﻌرب واﻝﻴﻬود ،ﻓﻰ
ﺤﻴن أوﺼت اﻷﻏﻠﺒﻴﺔ ﺒﺎﻝﺘﻘﺴﻴم؛ أى إﻗﺎﻤﺔ دوﻝﺘﻴن ﻤﻨﻔﺼﻠﺘﻴن ﻓﻰ ﻓﻠﺴطﻴن ﻋﻠﻰ اﻝﺠﺎﻨب اﻝﻐرﺒﻰ ﻤن
8

ﻨﻬر اﻷردن ..دوﻝﺔ ﻴﻬودﻴﺔ ﺘﻀم ﺼﺤراء اﻝﻨﻘب ،ودوﻝﺔ أﺨرى ﻋرﺒﻴﺔ ﻋﻠﻰ اﻝﻀﻔﺔ اﻝﻐرﺒﻴﺔ ﻝﻨﻬر
اﻷردن ،ﺘﻜون ﻤرﺘﺒطﺔ اﻗﺘﺼﺎدﻴﺎ ﺒﺎﻝدوﻝﺔ اﻝﻴﻬودﻴﺔ .وأﻤﺎ ﺒﺎﻝﻨﺴﺒﺔ ﻝﻠﻘدس ،ﻓﻘد اﻗﺘرح أن ﺘﻜون ﻜﻴﺎﻨﺎ
ﻤﻨﻔﺼﻼ ﻴوﻀﻊ ﺘﺤت إدارة دوﻝﻴﺔ ،وأن ﻴﻜون ﺴﻜﺎن اﻝﻤدﻴﻨﺔ اﻝﻴﻬود ﻤن ﻤواطﻨﻰ اﻝدوﻝﺔ اﻝﻴﻬودﻴﺔ،
وﺴﻜﺎﻨﻬﺎ اﻝﻌرب ﻤن ﻤواطﻨﻰ اﻝدوﻝﺔ اﻝﻌرﺒﻴﺔ.
ورﻏم أن اﺴﺘﺒﻌﺎد اﻝﻘدس ﻤن اﻝدوﻝﺔ اﻝﻴﻬودﻴﺔ ﻜﺎن ﻤؤﻝﻤﺎ ﻝﻠﻐﺎﻴﺔ ﺒﺎﻝﻨﺴﺒﺔ ﻝﻨﺎ ،ﻓﻘد ﺼوﺘﻨﺎ
ﺒﺄﻏﻠﺒﻴﺔ ﺴﺎﺤﻘﺔ ﻝﺼﺎﻝﺢ ﻗﺒول ﺘوﺼﻴﺎت اﻝﻠﺠﻨﺔ .وﻝو واﻓق اﻝﻌرب آﻨذاك ﻋﻠﻰ ﻗرار اﻝﺠﻤﻌﻴﺔ اﻝﻌﺎﻤﺔ -
اﻝذى ﺤﺼل ﻋﻠﻰ  33ﺼوﺘﺎ ﻤؤﻴدا ﻤن ﻀﻤﻨﻬﺎ أﺼوات روﺴﻴﺎ واﻝوﻻﻴﺎت اﻝﻤﺘﺤدة وﻓرﻨﺴﺎ )ﺒﻴﻨﻤﺎ
اﻤﺘﻨﻌت اﻨﺠﻠﺘ ار ﻋن اﻝﺘﺼوﻴت( ،وﻫﻰ أﻏﻠﺒﻴﺔ ﺘرﺒو ﻋﻠﻰ ﺜﻠﺜﻰ اﻝﺠﻤﻌﻴﺔ  -ﻝﻜﺎﻨت اﻝﻤﺸﻜﻠﺔ ﻗد ﺤﻠت
وﻋم اﻝﺴﻼم رﺒوع اﻝﺸرق اﻷوﺴط ،وﻝﻜن اﻝﻌرب رﻓﻀوا ﻗﺒول ﻫذا اﻝﻘرار وأﻋﻠﻨوا أﻨﻬم ﺴﻴﻌﺎرﻀوﻨﻪ
ﺒﺎﻝﻘوة إذا ﻝزم اﻷﻤر.
وﻓﻰ واﻗﻊ اﻷﻤر ،وﺒﻌد ﻴوم واﺤد ﻤن ﺼدور ﻗرار اﻝﺘﻘﺴﻴم ﺒﺄﻏﻠﺒﻴﺔ ﻜﺒﻴرة ﻴوم  29ﻨوﻓﻤﺒر
ﻋﺎم  ،1947ﺒدأ اﻝﻌرب ﻓﻰ ﺸن ﻫﺠﻤﺎﺘﻬم ﻋﻠﻰ اﻝﻤﺴﺘوطﻨﺎت اﻝﻴﻬودﻴﺔ ﻓﻰ ﻓﻠﺴطﻴن .ﺤﻴث اﻨﻀم
ﺴورﻴون وﻋراﻗﻴون وﻤﺼرﻴون ﻴﻨﺘﻤون اﻝﻰ اﻹﺨوان اﻝﻤﺴﻠﻤﻴن اﻝﻰ اﻝﻘوات اﻝﻌرﺒﻴﺔ اﻝﻔﻠﺴطﻴﻨﻴﺔ ﻏﻴر
اﻝﻨظﺎﻤﻴﺔ .وازدادت ﺨطورة ﺘﻠك اﻝﻬﺠﻤﺎت أﻜﺜر ﻓﺄﻜﺜر ،ﺒﻴﻨﻤﺎ ﺤل ﻓﻰ ﻓﻠﺴطﻴن آﻨذاك ﺠﻴش ﺒرﻴطﺎﻨﻰ
ﻗواﻤﻪ ﺤواﻝﻰ ﻤﺎﺌﺔ أﻝف ﺠﻨدى؛ ﺒﻐرض اﻝﻤﺴﺎﻋدة ﻋﻠﻰ اﺴﺘﺘﺒﺎب اﻷﻤن واﻝﻨظﺎم واﻝﺤﻔﺎظ ﻋﻠﻴﻬﻤﺎ.
وﻝﻜن ﺤﻜوﻤﺔ ﺤزب اﻝﻌﻤﺎل ﺒﻘﻴﺎدة رﺌﻴس اﻝوزراء ﻜﻠﻴﻤﻨت أﺘﻠﻰ ووزﻴر اﻝﺨﺎرﺠﻴﺔ أرﻨﺴت ﺒﻴﻔن،
ﻋﺎرﻀت ﺒﺸدة ﻗﻴﺎم دوﻝﺔ ﻴﻬودﻴﺔ ،وﻝم ﺘﺘﺤرك ﻝﻠﺤﻔﺎظ ﻋﻠﻰ اﻝﺴﻠم أو ﻝﻤﻨﻊ اﻻﻋﺘداءات اﻝﻌرﺒﻴﺔ.
وداﻓﻌت اﻝﺠﺎﻝﻴﺔ اﻝﻴﻬودﻴﺔ ﻋن ﻨﻔﺴﻬﺎ ﺒﺎﻻﺴﺘﻌﺎﻨﺔ )ﺒﻌﺼﺎﺒﺎت( اﻝﻬﺎﺠﺎﻨﺎﻩ اﻝﺴرﻴﺔ ،اﻝﺘﻰ ظﻠت ﻗﺎدرة
ﻋﻠﻰ اﻝﺘﻌﺎﻤل ﻤﻊ اﻝﻌﺼﺎﺒﺎت اﻝﻌرﺒﻴﺔ ﺒﺼﻔﺔ ﻋﺎﻤﺔ ،اﻝﻰ أن اﻨﻀم اﻝﻔﻴﻠق اﻝﻌرﺒﻰ ﺼراﺤﺔ اﻝﻰ اﻝﻘوات
ﻏﻴر اﻝﻨظﺎﻤﻴﺔ؛ وﻤن ﺜم ُدﻤرت أرﺒﻊ ﻗرى ﻴﻬودﻴﺔ ﻓﻰ ﻤﺤﻴط ﻤدﻴﻨﺔ اﻝﺨﻠﻴل وﻓﻰ ﺒﻘﺎع أﺨرى وﻗُﺘل
ﻤﻌظم ﺴﻜﺎﻨﻬﺎ.
وﻜﺎن أﻓراد اﻝﻬﺎﺠﺎﻨﺎﻩ أﻜﺜر ﺘﻔوﻗﺎ وﻤﻬﺎرة ﻓﻰ ﻓﻨون اﻝﻘﺘﺎل ،ﻓﺄﻝﺤﻘوا اﻝﻬزﻴﻤﺔ ﺒﺎﻝﻘوات ﻏﻴر
اﻝﻨظﺎﻤﻴﺔ ،ﻻ ﺴﻴﻤﺎ ﻓﻰ ﺤﻴﻔﺎ وطﺒرﻴﺎ وﺼﻔد وﻓﻰ ﻤدﻴﻨﺔ اﻝﻘدس اﻝﺠدﻴدة .وأﻋﻠﻨت اﻝﺠﺎﻝﻴﺔ اﻝﻴﻬودﻴﺔ
ﻝﻠﺴﻜﺎن اﻝﻌرب اﻝﻤﺤﻠﻴﻴن ﻓﻰ ﺠﻤﻴﻊ ﺘﻠك اﻷﻤﺎﻜن ،أن ﻋﻠﻴﻬم ﺘﺴﻠﻴم أﺴﻠﺤﺘﻬم إذا ﻜﺎﻨوا ﻴرﻏﺒون ﻓﻰ
اﻝﺒﻘﺎء ﺤﻴﺜﻤﺎ ﻜﺎﻨوا ،وﻓﻰ اﻝﺘﻤﺘﻊ ﺒﺤﻘوق ﻤﺘﺴﺎوﻴﺔ ﻤﻊ اﻝﻴﻬود .وﻗﺒﻠت ﻤﻌظم اﻝﺠﻤﺎﻋﺎت اﻝﻌرﺒﻴﺔ ذﻝك،
وﻝﻜن ﻋددا ﻗﻠﻴﻼ اﻗﺘرح اﻝﺘﺸﺎور ﻤﻊ اﻝﻠﺠﻨﺔ اﻝﻌرﺒﻴﺔ اﻝﻌﻠﻴﺎ ،اﻝﺘﻰ ﻝم ﺘﻜن ﻝﻬﺎ ﻤﻜﺎﺘب ﻓﻰ ﻓﻠﺴطﻴن
)ﺤﻴث ﻓر ﻤﻌظم أﻋﻀﺎء اﻝﻠﺠﻨﺔ ﻤن اﻝﺒﻼد ﺒﻌد أن ﻗﺎم أﺤدﻫم ﺒﺎﻏﺘﻴﺎل ﻤﺴؤول ﺒرﻴطﺎﻨﻰ رﻓﻴﻊ
اﻝﻤﺴﺘوى( .وآﻝت ﺼﻼﺤﻴﺔ اﺘﺨﺎذ اﻝﻘ اررات ﻓﻰ واﻗﻊ اﻷﻤر اﻝﻰ ﻤﻔﺘﻰ اﻝﻘدس ،اﻝذى ﻝم ﻴﻌد ﻫو
اﻵﺨر ﻤوﺠود داﺨل اﻝﺒﻼد .وﺤﺜت اﻝﻠﺠﻨﺔ اﻝﻌرﺒﻴﺔ اﻝﻌﻠﻴﺎ اﻝﺴﻜﺎن اﻝﻌرب اﻝﻤﺤﻠﻴﻴن ،ﻋﻠﻰ ﻋدم ﺘﺴﻠﻴم
أﺴﻠﺤﺘﻬم ،ﺒل ودﻋﺘﻬم ﻓﻰ اﻝﻤﻘﺎﺒل اﻝﻰ إﺨﻼء ﻓﻠﺴطﻴن ﺘﻤﺎﻤﺎ ﻝﻤدة أﺴﺒوﻋﻴن أو ﺜﻼﺜﺔ أﺴﺎﺒﻴﻊ؛
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ﻴﻨﺴﺤب ﺨﻼﻝﻬﺎ اﻝﺒرﻴطﺎﻨﻴون ،وﺘﺒﻘﻰ ﺠﻴوش اﻝﺒﻠدان اﻝﺨﻤﺴﺔ اﻝﻌرﺒﻴﺔ  -ﻤﺼر وﺴورﻴﺎ واﻷردن
وﻝﺒﻨﺎن واﻝﻌراق  -ﻝﺘﻐزو ﻓﻠﺴطﻴن ،وﺘﻘﻀﻰ ﻋﻠﻰ اﻝﻴﻬود ﻓﻰ ﻏﻀون ﻓﺘرة ﺘﺘراوح ﺒﻴن ﻋﺸرة أﻴﺎم
و 14ﻴوﻤﺎ؛ وﻋﻨدﺌذ ﻴﻤﻜن ﻝﻠﺴﻜﺎن اﻝﻌرب اﻝﻌودة ﻝﻴس ﻓﻘط اﻝﻰ دﻴﺎرﻫم ،وﻝﻜن اﻝﻰ اﻝدﻴﺎر اﻝﺘﻰ
ﺴﻴﺘرﻜﻬﺎ اﻝﻴﻬود .وﺘﺨﻠﻰ اﻝﻌرب ﻋن ﺼﻔد وﺒﻴت ﺸﻴﻌﺎن وطﺒرﻴﺎ وﺴﻠﻤوﻫﺎ ﻝرﺠل ﻤﺎ ،واﺨﺘﺎر ﺒﻀﻊ
آﻻف ﻤﻨﻬم اﻝﺒﻘﺎء ﻓﻰ ﺤﻴﻔﺎ وﻴﺎﻓﺎ.
وﻴﻘودﻨﻰ ذﻝك ﻝﻠﺤدﻴث ﻋﻤﺎ اﺼطﻠُﺢ ﻋﻠﻰ ﺘﺴﻤﻴﺘﻪ "ﻤﺸﻜﻠﺔ اﻝﻼﺠﺌﻴن" ﺒﻌد إﻨﺸﺎء اﻝدوﻝﺔ
اﻝﻴﻬودﻴﺔ ﻓﻰ  14ﻤﺎﻴو ﻋﺎم ..1948
ﻝم ﻴطرد ﻋرﺒﻰ واﺤد ﻤن اﻝﺒﻼد ،واﻝﻌرب اﻝوﺤﻴدون اﻝذﻴن ﺘرﻜوا اﻝﺒﻼد ﻜﺎﻨوا ﻋددا ﻗﻠﻴﻼ
ﻫﺎﺠر ﻓﻴﻤﺎ ﺒﻌد اﻝﻰ أﻤرﻴﻜﺎ ،وﻜل أوﻝﺌك اﻝذﻴن ُﻴطﻠق ﻋﻠﻴﻬم اﻝﻴوم ﻤﺴﻤﻰ " اﻝﻼﺠﺌﻴن" ﺘرﻜوا ﻤﻨﺎزﻝﻬم
ﺨﻼل ﻓﺘرة اﻻﻨﺘداب اﻝﺒرﻴطﺎﻨﻰ .وﺒدأت أﻋداد ﻜﺒﻴرة ﻤن اﻝﻌرب ﻓﻰ ﻤﻐﺎدرة اﻝﺒﻼد ﻓﻰ ﻏﻀون
ﻴوﻤﻴن ﻤن ﺼدور ﻗرار اﻝﺠﻤﻌﻴﺔ اﻝﻌﺎﻤﺔ اﻝﻤؤرخ ﻓﻰ  29ﻨوﻓﻤﺒر ﻋﺎم  ،1947واﻝذى ﻜﺎن ﻴدﻋو اﻝﻰ
ﺘﻘﺴﻴم ﻓﻠﺴطﻴن .وﻗد أﻋﻴد ﺘوطﻴن ﻜﺜﻴر ﻤن اﻝﻌرب ﻓﻰ اﻝﻤﻨطﻘﺔ اﻝواﻗﻌﺔ اﻝﻰ اﻝﻐرب ﻤن ﻨﻬر اﻷردن
واﻝﺘﻰ ُﺨﺼﺼت ﻜﻰ ﺘﺼﺒﺢ دوﻝﺔ ﻋرﺒﻴﺔ ،ﻓﻰ ﺤﻴن ﺘوﺠﻪ ﺒﻌض اﻝﻌرب اﻷﻜﺜر ﺜراء اﻝﻰ ﻝﺒﻨﺎن أو
ﻓﻰ ﺒﻌض اﻝﺤﺎﻻت اﻝﻰ ﺴورﻴﺎ ،ﻓور ﺘﺼﺎﻋد ﺤرب اﻝﻌﺼﺎﺒﺎت ﻓﻰ اﻝﻤدن وﺒﻠوﻏﻬﺎ أﺴوأ ﻤرﺤﻠﺔ ﻝﻬﺎ.
وﻓﻰ ﺠﻤﻴﻊ اﻝﻤدن ﻜﺎن اﻝﻌرب ﻫم اﻝذﻴن ﻴﺒدؤون ﺒﺎﻝﻌدوان ،وﻝﻜن ﻝﻴس اﻝﺴﻜﺎن اﻝﻌرب اﻝﻤﺤﻠﻴون
ﺒﺼﻔﺔ ﻋﺎﻤﺔٕ ،واﻨﻤﺎ اﻝﺠﻤﺎﻋﺎت اﻝﻤﻨظﻤﺔ ﻤن اﻝﺒﻠدان اﻝﻤﺠﺎورة )ﺴورﻴﺎ وأﺠزاء ﻤن ﻝﺒﻨﺎن وﻤﺼر
واﻝﻌراق( ،واﻝﻔﻴﻠق اﻝﻌرﺒﻰ اﻝذى اﻨﻀم إﻝﻴﻬﺎ ﻓﻰ اﻷﻴﺎم اﻷﺨﻴرة ﻗﺒل اﻻﻨﺴﺤﺎب اﻝﺒرﻴطﺎﻨﻰ.

وطﻠب اﻝﺴﻜﺎن اﻝﻴﻬود ﻤن ﺠﻴراﻨﻬم اﻝﻌرب ،وﻜذﻝك ﻓﻌل أﻓراد اﻝﻬﺎﺠﺎﻨﺎﻩ ،اﻝﺒﻘﺎء .وﻝﻜﻨﻬم
ﺠﻤﻴﻌﺎ ﺘﻘرﻴﺒﺎ ﻓروا ﺒﻨﺎء ﻋﻠﻰ ﺘﻌﻠﻴﻤﺎت اﻝﻤﻔﺘﻰ ﻓﻰ ﻤﺼر .وﺒﻤﺠرد ظﻬور اﻝدوﻝﺔ اﻝﻴﻬودﻴﺔ اﻝﻰ ﺤﻴز
اﻝوﺠود ٕواﻋﻼﻨﻬﺎ ﻓﺘﺢ أﺒواﺒﻬﺎ ﻝﻠﻤﻬﺎﺠرﻴن اﻝﻴﻬود ،وﻓد اﻝﻰ اﻝﺒﻼد  50.000ﻴﻬودى ﻓﻰ ﻏﻀون أرﺒﻊ
ﺴﻨوات؛ ﻤن ﻀﻤﻨﻬم ﻴﻬود ﻤن ﺴﻜﺎن أراض ﻋرﺒﻴﺔ ﻤن اﻝﻌراق واﻝﻴﻤن واﻝﻤﻐرب وﻝﻴﺒﻴﺎ وﻤﺼر
وﺘوﻨس وﺴورﻴﺎ وﻝﺒﻨﺎن .واﺴﺘﻘر ﻜﺜﻴرون ﻤﻨﻬم ﻓﻰ اﻷﺤﻴﺎء اﻝﻌرﺒﻴﺔ اﻝﺘﻰ ﺘرﻜﻬﺎ ﺴﻜﺎﻨﻬﺎ ﻓﻰ ﻴﺎﻓﺎ وﺤﻴﻔﺎ
وطﺒرﻴﺎ ،وﺒﻴت ﺸﻴﻌﺎن وﺼﻔد ،واﺴﺘﻘر اﻝﺒﻌض اﻵﺨر ﻓﻰ ﻗرى ﻋرﺒﻴﺔ ﻤﻬﺠورة .ورﻏم أن ﻤﺌﺎت
اﻝﻴﻬود ﻝﻘوا ﺤﺘﻔﻬم ﻓﻰ اﻝﻬﺠﻤﺎت اﻝﻌرﺒﻴﺔ ﻋﻠﻰ اﻝﻤدن واﻝﻘرى  -ﺘﻠك اﻝﻬﺠﻤﺎت اﻝﺘﻰ ﺒدأت ﻤﻊ ﻗرار
اﻝﺠﻤﻌﻴﺔ اﻝﻌﺎﻤﺔ  -ﻝم ﻴﺨﺘر ﻴﻬودى واﺤد اﻝﻔرار ﻤن اﻝﺒﻼد ،ﺒﻴﻨﻤﺎ ﻓر أرﺒﻌﻤﺎﺌﺔ أﻝف ﻋرﺒﻰ ﺒﺎﻝﻔﻌل.
وﺤرم اﻝﻼﺠﺌون اﻝﻴﻬود اﻝﻘﺎدﻤون ﻤن اﻷراﻀﻰ اﻝﻌرﺒﻴﺔ ﻤن ﻜل ﻤﻤﺘﻠﻜﺎﺘﻬم ،اﻝﺘﻰ إﻤﺎ ﻻﺘزال
ُ
ﻗﻴد اﻝﻤﺼﺎدرة أو ﻗﺴﻤت ﺒﻴن ﺠﻴراﻨﻬم اﻝﻌرب اﻝﺴﺎﺒﻘﻴن .ورﻏم أن دوﻝﺔ اﺴراﺌﻴل اﻝﺘﻰ أﻨﺸﺌت ﻓﻰ 14
ﻤﺎﻴو ﻋﺎم  ،1948ﻻ ﺘﺘﺤﻤل ﻤﺴؤوﻝﻴﺔ ﻓرار اﻝﻼﺠﺌﻴن اﻝﻌرب ،ﻓﻘد ﻓﺘﺤت أﺒواﺒﻬﺎ أﻤﺎم أﻜﺜر ﻤن
أرﺒﻌﻴن أﻝف ﻤﻨﻬم ﻝﻠﻌودة ﺒﻐرض اﻝﻤﺴﺎﻋدة ﻋﻠﻰ ﺠﻤﻊ ﺸﻤل اﻷﺴر اﻝﻤﺸﺘﺘﺔ ،وﻋﻠﻰ اﻝرﻏم ﻤن أﻨﻬم
ﺘرﻜوا اﻝﺒﻼد ﻝﻴس ﺒﺴﺒب أى ﺨطﺄ ﻤن ﺠﺎﻨﺒﻬﺎ .وﻝﻘد اﺴﺘوﻋﺒﻨﺎ ﻋددا ﻀﺨﻤﺎ ﻤن اﻝﻼﺠﺌﻴن اﻝﻴﻬود
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اﻝذﻴن أﺠﺒروا ﻋﻠﻰ ﺘرك ﻜل ﻤﺎ ﻝدﻴﻬم ﻤن ﻤﺎل وﻤﻤﺘﻠﻜﺎت وراء ظﻬورﻫم .وﻝم ﻴﻜن ﻝدﻴﻨﺎ ﻤﻨﺎزل وﻻ
ﻏذاء وﻻ ﻋﻤل ﻴﻜﻔﻰ ﻜل ﻫؤﻻء ،وﻝﻜﻨﻨﺎ ﺒذﻝﻨﺎ ﺠﻬودا ﺨﺎرﻗﺔ ﻻﺴﺘﻴﻌﺎﺒﻬم ودﻤﺠﻬم ،وﻓﻌﻠﻨﺎ ﻜل ﻫذا ﻓﻰ
ﻏﻀون ﻋﺸر ﺴﻨوات ،ﻋﺸﻨﺎ ﺨﻼﻝﻬﺎ ﻓﻰ ﺘﻘﺸف ﺸدﻴد ﺤﺘﻰ أﻨﺠزﻨﺎ ﻫدﻓﻨﺎ .وﻝﻜن اﻝدول اﻝﻌرﺒﻴﺔ ﻤن
ﻨﺎﺤﻴﺔ أﺨرى ،ﻝم ﺘﺤرك ﺴﺎﻜﻨﺎ ﻝﻤﺴﺎﻋدة اﻝﻼﺠﺌﻴن اﻝذﻴن ﻓروا اﻝﻰ أراﻀﻴﻬﺎ ،ﺒﻴﻨﻤﺎ ﻜﺎن اﻝﺒرﻴطﺎﻨﻴون
ﻻ ﻴزاﻝون ﻴﺤﻜﻤون ﻓﻠﺴطﻴن .ﺒل ﺘﻌﻠم ﺤﻜﺎﻤﻬﺎ ﻜﻴﻔﻴﺔ اﺴﺘﻐﻼل اﻝﻼﺠﺌﻴن ﻜﺴﻼح ﺴﻴﺎﺴﻰ ﻀد
اﺴراﺌﻴل.
وأﺼل اﻵن ﻓﻰ ﺤدﻴﺜﻰ ﻋزﻴزى اﻝﺠﻨرال ،اﻝﻰ ﺒﻌض اﻝﺘﺼرﻴﺤﺎت اﻝﻤﻔﺎﺠﺌﺔ اﻝﺘﻰ وردت ﻓﻰ
ﺨطﺎﺒﻜم ،وﻫﻰ ﺘﺼرﻴﺤﺎت ﻤؤﻝﻤﺔ وﻤﻬﻴﻨﺔ ﻋﻠﻰ ﺤد ﺴواء ،وﺘﺴﺘﻨد اﻝﻰ ﻤﻌﻠوﻤﺎت ﻏﻴر دﻗﻴﻘﺔ أو ﻏﻴر
ﺼﺤﻴﺤﺔ وردت إﻝﻴﻜم.
ﻝﻘد ﺘﺤدﺜﺘم ﻋن إﻨﺸﺎء وطن " ﺼﻬﻴوﻨﻰ" ﺒﻴن اﻝﺤرﺒﻴن اﻝﻌﺎﻝﻤﻴﺘﻴن ،ﻗواﻤﻪ "ﺸﻌب ﻨﺨﺒوى
وواﺜق ﻤن ﻨﻔﺴﻪ وﻤﺴﻴطر ،ﻗد ﻴﻐﻴر آﻤﺎﻝﻪ اﻝﺘﻰ ﻴطﻤﻊ ﻓﻰ ﺘﺤﻘﻴﻘﻬﺎ )ﻨﺠﺘﻤﻊ اﻝﻌﺎم اﻝﻘﺎدم ﻓﻰ اﻝﻘدس(
ﻝﺘﺼﻴر طﻤوﺤﺎت ﻤﺴﺘﻌرة وطﺎﻏﻴﺔ " ﻻ ﺘﺘﺴم ﺒﺎﻝﺘواﻀﻊ ،وﻗد ﺘﺤول اﺴراﺌﻴل اﻝﻰ دوﻝﺔ ﺸﺒﻪ ﻋﺴﻜرﻴﺔ
ﻤﺼﻤﻤﺔ ﻋﻠﻰ اﻝﺘوﺴﻊ ،وﺘﺤﻠم ﺒﺎﻻﺴﺘﻔﺎدة ﻤن إﻏﻼق ﻤﻀﻴق ﺘﻴران وﻫﻠم ﺠرا".
وﻗﺒل أن أﺤﺎول ﺘوﻀﻴﺢ ﺒﻌض اﻝﺤﻘﺎﺌق واﻻﺘﺠﺎﻫﺎت ،أود أن أؤﻜد ﻨﻘطﺔ ﻝم ﺘﺤظ ﺒﻘﺒول
ﺒﻠدان ﻜﺜﻴرة ﻓﻰ اﻝﻌﺎﻝم ﺤﺘﻰ اﻵن ﻷﺴﺒﺎب ﺘﺎرﻴﺨﻴﺔ ودﻴﻨﻴﺔ ﻋدﻴدة ،وﻝﻜن ﻴﻬﻴﻤن اﻝوﻋﻰ ﺒﻬﺎ ﻋﻠﻰ ﻜل
ﻤﺎ ﻗﻤﻨﺎ ﺒﻪ وﻋﻠﻰ ﻤﺎ ﺴﻨﺄﺘﻴﻪ ﻤن أﻓﻌﺎل؛ وﻫﻰ أﻨﻨﺎ ﺸﻌب ﻤﺜل ﻜل اﻝﺸﻌوب اﻷﺨرى ،وﻝدﻴﻨﺎ ﻨﻔس
اﻝﺤﻘوق واﻝواﺠﺒﺎت ﻋﻠﻰ ﻗدم اﻝﻤﺴﺎواة ﻤﻌﻬﺎ .وﻨﺤن ﺸﻌب ﺼﻐﻴر ﻻ ﻴﻌﻴش ﻤﻌظﻤﻪ اﻵن ﻓﻰ ﻤوطﻨﻪ
اﻷﺼﻠﻰ ،وﻗد ﻻ ﻴﻌود اﻝﻰ ﻫذا اﻝﻤوطن أﺒدا .وﻝﻜن ﻤن ﻴﻌﻴﺸون ﻓﻰ ﻫذا اﻝوطن ﻝم ﻴﻔﻌﻠوا ذﻝك
ﻷﻨﻬم ﻏزوا اﻝﺒﻼد أو ﻨﻬﺒوﻫﺎ أو ﺴﻠﺒوا ﺸﻴﺌﺎ ﻴﺨص أﺸﺨﺎﺼﺎ آﺨرﻴن ،ﺒل إﻨﻨﺎ وﺠدﻨﺎ أرﻀﻨﺎ ﻤرة
أﺨرى وﻜﺎﻨت ﻋرﻀﺔ ﻝﻺﻫﻤﺎل ،ورﻏم أﻨﻬﺎ ﻝم ﺘﻜن ﻏﻴر ﻤﺄﻫوﻝﺔ ﺘﻤﺎﻤﺎ ﻜﺎﻨت ﻤﻬﺠورة اﻝﻰ ﺤد ﻜﺒﻴر.
وﻗد ﺤوﻝﻨﺎ ﺒﺎﻝﻔﻌل اﻝﺼﺤراء اﻝﻘﻔر اﻝﻰ ﺠﻨﺔ ﻤزدﻫرة ،ﺒﻌرق ﺠﺒﻴﻨﻨﺎ وﺒﻔﻀل ﻋﻤﻠﻨﺎ اﻝراﺌد
واﻝدؤوب وﺠﻬد ﻋﻤﺎﻝﻨﺎ اﻝﻤﻬرة .وﻨﺤن ﻝم ﻨﺴرق أﺤدا ،وﻝم ﻨﺴﻠب ﺸﺒ ار واﺤدا ﻤن أرض أوﻝﺌك اﻝذﻴن
ﻜﺎﻨوا ﻴﻌﻤﻠون ﻋﻠﻴﻬﺎ ،ﺒل ﺤوﻝﻨﺎ اﻝﺒرﻴﺔ اﻝﻰ ﺤﻘول ﻤزدﻫرة .وﻋﻨدﻤﺎ ﻗدﻤت اﻝﻰ ﻓﻠﺴطﻴن ﻷول ﻤرة،
ﻜﺎن اﻝﻤﻜﺎن اﻝذى ﺘوﺠد ﻓﻴﻪ اﻵن ﺘل أﺒﻴب ﻜﺒرى اﻝﻤدن اﻻﺴراﺌﻴﻠﻴﺔ ،ﻋﺒﺎرة ﻋن ﻗﻔر ﻤن اﻝﻜﺜﺒﺎن
اﻝرﻤﻠﻴﺔ ،ﻝﻴس ﺒﻪ أﺸﺠﺎر وﻻ ﻋﺸب وﻻ ﺤﻴﺎة ﺒرﻴﺔ ،ﻓﻰ ﺤﻴن ﻜﺎن ﻴﺠرى ﺒﺎﻝﻘرب ﻤﻨﻪ ﻨﺒﻊ ﻤﻴﺎﻩ ﻫو
اﻝذى ﻴروى اﻝﻴوم ﺤﺘﻰ اﻝﻤزارع اﻝﺠﻤﺎﻋﻴﺔ )اﻝﻜﻴﺒوﺘز( اﻝﻤوﺠودة ﻓﻰ اﻝﻨﻘب ﺤﻴث أﻋﻴش أﻨﺎ ،واﻝﺘﻰ
ﺘﻘﻊ ﻋﻠﻰ ﺒﻌد ﺨﻤﺴﻴن ﻜﻴﻠوﻤﺘ ار اﻝﻰ اﻝﺠﻨوب ﻤن ﺒﺌر اﻝﺴﺒﻊ .وﻜﻨت أﻋﻤل ﻗﺒل ﺘﺴﻌﺔ وﺨﻤﺴﻴن
ﻋﺎﻤﺎ ،ﻀﻤن اﻝﻴد اﻝﻌﺎﻤﻠﺔ اﻝﻤﺄﺠورة ﻓﻰ ﻤﻜﺎن ﻏﻴر ﻤﺄﻫول وﻤﻬﻤل ،ﻝدرﺠﺔ أن ﻋﺸرﻴن ﻤن اﻝﺒدو
ﻜﺎﻨوا ﺒﺎﻝﻜﺎد ﻗﺎدرﻴن ﻋﻠﻰ إﻋﺎﻝﺔ أﻨﻔﺴﻬم ﻓﻰ اﻝﻤﻨطﻘﺔ .وﻝﻜن ﻫذﻩ اﻝﻤﻨطﻘﺔ اﻝﻴوم ﺒﻬﺎ ﻤزرﻋﺔ ﺠﻤﺎﻋﻴﺔ،
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ﻴﻌﻴش ﻓﻴﻬﺎ  500ﺸﺨﺼﺎ ﻤن اﻝﺒﺎﻝﻐﻴن اﻝﻌﺎﻤﻠﻴن وﻤﺌﺎت اﻷطﻔﺎل ،وﻫﻰ واﺤدة ﻤن أروع اﻝﻤزارع ﻓﻰ
وادى اﻷردن ،وﺘﺤﻤل اﺴم اﻝﺒﺤﻴرة اﻝﺘﻰ ﺒﻨﻴت ﻋﻠﻰ ﻤﺸﺎرﻓﻬﺎ وﻫﻰ ﺒﺤﻴرة طﺒرﻴﺔ.
وﻝم ﺘﺘﺤﻘق ﺘﻠك اﻹﻨﺠﺎزات ﺒﺎﻝﻘوة اﻝﻐﺎﺸﻤﺔ وﻻ ﺒﺎﻝﻤﺎل وﺤدﻩ ،وﺒﺎﻝﺘﺄﻜﻴد ﻝﻴس ﻋن طرﻴق
اﻝﻐزو ،وﻝﻜن ﻤن ﺨﻼل اﻝرﻴﺎدة اﻹﺒداﻋﻴﺔ اﻝﺘﻰ ﺤوﻝﻨﺎ ﺒﻔﻀﻠﻬﺎ اﻝﺘرﺒﺔ اﻝﻔﻘﻴرة واﻝﺠﺎﻓﺔ اﻝﻰ أرض
ﺨﺼﺒﺔ ،وﺸﻴدﻨﺎ اﻝﻤﺴﺘوطﻨﺎت واﻝﻘرى واﻝﻤدن ﻋﻠﻰ ﻤﺴﺎﺤﺎت ﻤﻬﺠورة ﻤن اﻷراﻀﻰ ﻝم ﻴﻜن ﻴوﺠد ﺒﻬﺎ
أى أﺜر ﻝﻠﺤﻴﺎة.
وأﻨﺎ ﻻ أﺨﺠل ﻤن ﻜﻠﻤﺔ "اﻝﺼﻬﻴوﻨﻴﺔ" ،وﻝﻜن اﻝوطن اﻝذى وﻋدﺘﻨﺎ ﺒﻪ اﻨﺠﻠﺘ ار ﺒﻤواﻓﻘﺔ ﻓرﻨﺴﺎ،
ﻜﺎن ﻤن اﻝﻤﻔﺘرض أن ﻴﻜون ﻤوطﻨﺎ ﻗوﻤﻴﺎ ﻝﻠﻴﻬود ﻻ ﻤوطﻨﺎ "ﺼﻬﻴوﻨﻴﺎ"ٕ .وان "ﺼﻬﻴون" ﻫو واﺤد ﻤن
أﻗدس وأﺜﻤن اﻷﻤﺎﻜن ﺒﺎﻝﻨﺴﺒﺔ ﻝﻨﺎ ﻓﻰ اﻝﻘدس ﻤدﻴﻨﺔ داود ،وﻝﻜن "اﻝﺼﻬﺎﻴﻨﺔ" ﻫم أﻋﻀﺎء ﺤرﻜﺔ ﻜﺎﻨت
ﺘﺴﻌﻰ ﻝﻌودة اﻝﻴﻬود اﻝﻰ "ﺼﻬﻴون"؛ ﺤﺘﻰ ﻴﺘﺴﻨﻰ ﻝﻨﺎ أن ﻨﺼﺒﺢ ﻤرة أﺨرى ﺸﻌﺒﺎ طﺒﻴﻌﻴﺎ وﻤﺴﺘﻘﻼ ﻝﻪ
ﺠذور ﻓﻰ وطﻨﻪ ،ﻤﺜﻠﻪ ﻤﺜل ﻤﻌظم إن ﻝم ﻴﻜن ﺠﻤﻴﻊ اﻝﺸﻌوب اﻷﺨرى .وﻓﻰ اﻹﻋﻼن اﻝذى أﺼدرﻩ
ﺒﻠﻔور وأﻗرﺘﻪ اﻝﺤﻜوﻤﺔ اﻝﻔرﻨﺴﻴﺔ ﻓﻰ وﻗت ﻻﺤق ،وﻋدﻨﺎ ﺒﺈﻋﺎدة ﺘﺸﻜﻴل وطﻨﻨﺎ اﻝﻘوﻤﻰ ،اﻝذى ظل
ﻤوطﻨﻨﺎ اﻷﺼﻠﻰ رﻏم إﺨراﺠﻨﺎ ﻤﻨﻪ ﻗﺴ ار وﻋﻨوة ﻋﻠﻰ ﻴد اﻝﻐزاة اﻷﺠﺎﻨب اﻝﻘﺴﺎة .وﻝم ﻴﻤر ﻋﻠﻴﻨﺎ ﻴوم
واﺤد ﻝﻤدة أﻝﻔﻰ ﺴﻨﺔ ،دون أن ﻨﺼﻠﻰ وﻨﺘﻀرع وﻨﺘوق ﻝﻠﻌودة إﻝﻴﻪ .وﻗﺒل اﻝﺜورة اﻝﻔرﻨﺴﻴﺔ ،ﻝم ﻨﻜن
ﻨﺤن وﻻ اﻝﺸﻌوب اﻝﺘﻰ ﻋﺸﻨﺎ ﻓﻰ ﻜﻨﻔﻬﺎ ﻓﻰ أى ﺒﻠد ﻤن ﺒﻠدان اﻝﻌﺎﻝم ،ﻨﻌﺘﺒر ﻫذا اﻝﺒﻠد ﻤوطﻨﻨﺎ ،وﻝﻜن
ﺒﻌد اﻝﺜورة اﻝﻔرﻨﺴﻴﺔُ ،ﻤﻨﺢ اﻝﻴﻬود ﺤﻘوﻗﺎ ﻤﺘﺴﺎوﻴﺔ ﻤﻊ ﻏﻴرﻫم ،وﻜﺎﻨت ﻫذﻩ اﻝﻠﺤظﺔ واﺤدة ﻤن
اﻝﻠﺤظﺎت اﻝﻌظﻴﻤﺔ ﻝﻠﺸﻌب اﻝﻔرﻨﺴﻰ واﻝﺘﻰ ﻝن ﻨﻨﺴﺎﻫﺎ أﺒدا.
ﺒﻴد أن اﻝرﺠل اﻝذى وﻀﻊ ﺘﺼو ار ﻝﻠدوﻝﺔ اﻝﻴﻬودﻴﺔ ﻗﺒل  70ﻋﺎﻤﺎ ،وأﺴر ﻝب ﻏﺎﻝﺒﻴﺔ ﺸﻌﺒﻪ
ﺒﺘﺼورﻩ – وأﻋﻨﻰ اﻝدﻜﺘور ﺘﻴودور ﻫرﺘزل  -ﺘوﺼل اﻝﻰ رؤﻴﺘﻪ اﻝﻤﺴﺘﻨﻴرة ﻨﺘﻴﺠﺔ ﻝﻘﻀﻴﺔ درﻴﻔوس
اﻝﺘﻰ ﻜﺸﻔت اﻝﻨﻘﺎب ﻋن اﻝﻤﻌﺎداة اﻝرﻫﻴﺒﺔ ﻝﻠﺴﺎﻤﻴﺔ .وأﻜررﻫﺎ ﻤرة أﺨرى  :ﻨﺤن ﻝن ﻨﻨﺴﻰ أﺒدا
اﻝﺸﺠﺎﻋﺔ اﻷدﺒﻴﺔ اﻝﺘﻰ أﺒداﻫﺎ رﺠﺎل؛ ﻤﺜل اﻝﻌﻘﻴد ﺒﻴﻜﺎر ورﺠﺎﻻت اﻝدوﻝﺔ وأﺼﺤﺎب اﻝﻀﻤﻴر اﻝﺤﻰ
ﻤن أﻤﺜﺎل ﻜﻠﻴﻤﻨﺼو وزوﻻ وﺠورﻴس وﻏﻴرﻫم ،ﻤﻤن ﺤﺎرﺒوا ﺒﺈﺼرار وﻋزﻴﻤﺔ وﺒﺒﺴﺎﻝﺔ ﻤن أﺠل ﻨﺼرة
اﻝﻌداﻝﺔ ﻋﺎﻤﺎ ﺒﻌد ﻋﺎم ،ﺤﺘﻰ اﻨﺘﺼروا .وﻝﻜن ﻜراﻫﻴﺔ اﻝﻴﻬود اﻝﺘﻰ ﺒرزت ﻓﻰ ﻨﻬﺎﻴﺔ اﻝﻘرن اﻝﺘﺎﺴﻊ
ﻋﺸر ،ﻜﺸﻔت ﻋن وﺠﻬﻬﺎ اﻝﻘﺒﻴﺢ ﻤرة أﺨرى ﻜرات وﻤرات ﻓﻰ ﺒﻠد ﺘﻠو اﻵﺨر .وﻨﺤن اﻝﻴﻬود ﺸﺄﻨﻨﺎ
ﺸﺄن ﺠﻤﻴﻊ اﻝﻨﺎس ﻓﻰ ﻜل ﻤﻜﺎن ،ﻨرى أﻨﻨﺎ ﻴﻨﺒﻐﻰ أن ﻨﺘﻤﺘﻊ ﺒﺤﻘوﻗﻨﺎ ﻋﻠﻰ ﻗدم اﻝﻤﺴﺎواة ﻤﻊ
اﻵﺨرﻴن ،وأن ﻨﺤظﻰ ﻜﺸﻌب ﺒﻜﺎﻓﺔ اﻻﻤﺘﻴﺎزات اﻝﺘﻰ ﺘﺘﻤﺘﻊ ﺒﻬﺎ أى أﻤﺔ ﺤرة وﻤﺴﺘﻘﻠﺔ ،وﻨﺤن ﻨﻤﺘﻠك
ﻤﺎ ﻴﻜﻔﻰ ﻤن اﻝﺠرأة ﻝﻼﻋﺘﻘﺎد ﺒﺄن ﻫذا ﻫو ﻤﺎ ﻨﺴﺘﺤﻘﻪ وﻤﺎ ﻴﺠب أن ﻨﺤﺼل ﻋﻠﻴﻪ ،وﺒﺄن ﺘﻠك
اﻝﺤﻘوق واﻝﻤزاﻴﺎ ﻝﻴﺴت ﻤﻨﺔ أو ﻤﻨﺤﺔ إﺤﺴﺎن ﻴﺘﻔﻀل ﺒﻬﺎ أى أﺤد ﻋﻠﻴﻨﺎ.
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وأﻨﺎ أدرك ﺘﻤﺎﻤﺎ ،أن اﻝﻌﺎﻝم اﻝﻤﺴﻴﺤﻰ ظل ﻤﻘﺘﻨﻌﺎ ﻝﻤﺌﺎت اﻝﺴﻨﻴن أن اﻝﺸﻌب اﻝﻴﻬودى ﻝم ﻴﻌد
ﻝﻪ وﺠود ﻤﻨذ أﻝﻔﻰ ﺴﻨﺔ .وﻻ ﻴﺨﻔﻰ ﺴ ار أن ﺒﻌض اﻝﻴﻬود ﻴﺸﺎرﻜوﻨﻬم اﻝﻘﻨﺎﻋﺔ ذاﺘﻬﺎ ﻓﻰ اﻝوﻗت
اﻝﺤﺎﻝﻰ ،وﻨﺤن ﻨﺸﻌر ﺒﺎﻷﺴف واﻷﺴﻰ ﻋﻠﻰ ﻫؤﻻء اﻝﻴﻬود وﻨﺸﻔق ﻋﻠﻴﻬم ،وﻝﻜﻨﻨﺎ ﻻ ﻨﺤﻤل ﻝﻬم أى
ﻀﻐﻴﻨﺔ .ﻓﺈذا ﻜﺎﻨوا ﻴرﻏﺒون ﻓﻰ اﻝﺘﺨﻠﻰ ﻋن ﻫوﻴﺘﻬم اﻝﻴﻬودﻴﺔ ﻓﻬذا ﺸﺄﻨﻬم وﻫم أﺤرار ﻓﻴﻪ .وﻝﻜﻨﻬم ﻻ
ﻴﺘﻜﻠﻤون ﺒﺎﺴﻤﻨﺎ ،ﺘﻤﺎﻤﺎ ﻤﺜﻠﻤﺎ ﻝم ﻴﻜن ﺒﻴﺘﺎن ﺒل ﺸﺎرل دﻴﺠول ﻫو اﻝﻤﺘﺤدث ﺒﺎﺴم اﻝﺸﻌب اﻝﻔرﻨﺴﻰ
ﺨﻼل ﻓﺘرة ﺤزﻨﻪ اﻝﻌظﻴم ،ﻋﻠﻰ اﻝرﻏم ﻤن أن دﻴﺠول ﻜﺎن ﻤﻨﺒوذا وﻤرﻓوﻀﺎ ﻓﻌﻠﻴﺎ ،وﻝﻜﻨﻪ وﻗف
ﺼﺎﻤدا ﺒﻤﻔردﻩ.
وﻝﻘد ﻗرأت أﺸﻴﺎء ﻤﺸﻴﻨﺔ ﻋن ﺸﻌﺒﻰ ،ﻤن ﻗﺒﻴل ﻤﺎ ﻗﺎﻝﻪ ﻴﻬودى أﻗدر ﻤﻜﺎﻨﺘﻪ أﻴﻤﺎ ﺘﻘدﻴر؛ وأﻨﺎ
أﺘﺤدث ﻫﻨﺎ ﻋن ﻜﺎرل ﻤﺎرﻜس .ﻓﺄﻨﺎ ﻻ أﺘﻔق ﻤﻊ ﺠﻤﻴﻊ ﻨظرﻴﺎﺘﻪ ،وﻝﻜﻨﻨﻰ أﻗدر ﻋظﻤﺔ إﺤﺴﺎﺴﻪ
اﻝﻌﻤﻴق ﺒﺎﻝﺘﺎرﻴﺦ ،وﻋﺒﻘرﻴﺘﻪ اﻝﻔذة وﻨﻀﺎﻝﻪ ﺒﻼ ﻫوادة ﻤن أﺠل ﻤﺠﺘﻤﻊ أﻜﺜر ﻋداﻝﺔ.
وﻨﺤن ﻝﺴﻨﺎ ﺸﻌﺒﺎ "ﻤﻬﻴﻤﻨﺎ" ،وﻝﻜﻨﻨﻰ أدرك ﻤﻊ ذﻝك أن ﻫﻨﺎك اﺴﺘﺜﻨﺎءات ﺒﻴﻨﻨﺎ ،ﻴﻤﺜﻠﻬﺎ أﻨﺎس
ﻴﺘﺤدﺜون ﺒﻌﺒﺎرات دﺨﻴﻠﺔ ﻋﻠﻰ اﻝﻐﺎﻝﺒﻴﺔ اﻝﻌظﻤﻰ ﻤن اﻝﺸﻌب اﻝﻴﻬودى وﺘﻘﺎﻝﻴدﻩ اﻝﻤﻘدﺴﺔ .وﻝﻜﻨﻨﻰ
ﺘﻘﻠدت ﻋدة ﻤﻨﺎﺼب ﻝﻤدة  15ﻋﺎﻤﺎ ،وﺘوﻝﻴت ﻤﺴؤوﻝﻴﺎت ﻋﻀﺎل ﻓﻰ اﻝﺤرﻜﺔ اﻝﺼﻬﻴوﻨﻴﺔ وﻓﻰ
اﻝﻤﺠﺘﻤﻊ اﻝﻴﻬودى ﻓﻰ ﻓﻠﺴطﻴن ،وﻜﻨت رﺌﻴﺴﺎ ﻝﻠوزراء ووزﻴ ار ﻝﻠدﻓﺎع ﻓﻰ دوﻝﺔ اﺴراﺌﻴل طوال ﺨﻤﺴﺔ
ﻋﺸر ﻋﺎﻤﺎ؛ وﻤن ﺜم ﻓﺄﻨﺎ ﻋﻠﻰ دراﻴﺔ ﺒﻤدى ﻋﻤق طﻤوﺤﻨﺎ ورﻏﺒﺘﻨﺎ اﻝﻌﺎرﻤﺔ ﻓﻰ ﺘﺤﻘﻴق اﻝﺴﻼم..
اﻝﺴﻼم ﻤﻊ ﺠﻴراﻨﻨﺎ واﻝﺴﻼم ﺒﻴن ﺠﻤﻴﻊ اﻝﺸﻌوب .وأﻨﺎ ﻝم أﻨﻔرد ﺨﻼل ﻫذﻩ اﻝﺴﻨوات ﺒﺘﺤدﻴد وﺠﻬﺘﻨﺎ،
وﻻ ﺒﺎﺘﺨﺎذ اﻝﻘ اررات داﺨل اﻝﺤرﻜﺔ اﻝﺼﻬﻴوﻨﻴﺔ وﻓﻰ دوﻝﺔ اﺴراﺌﻴل ،وﻜﻨت اﻀطر ﻹﻗﻨﺎع ﻤﻌظم
زﻤﻼﺌﻰ وﻏﺎﻝﺒﻴﺔ ﺸﻌﺒﻰ ﺒﺼواب وﻋداﻝﺔ ﻤﺎ أؤﻤن ﺒﻪ ،وﻨﺠﺤت ﻓﻰ ﻤﻌظم اﻝﺤﺎﻻت.
واﺴﻤﺤوا ﻝﻰ ﻋزﻴزى اﻝﺠﻨرال ،أن أﻋرض ﻋﻠﻴﻜم ﻋدة أﻤﺜﻠﺔ ﺘﺘﺼل ﺒﺎﻝﻤﻼﺤظﺎت اﻝﺘﻰ
أوردﺘﻤوﻫﺎ ﻓﻰ ﺨطﺎﺒﻜم:
ﺒرزت ﻗﺒل ﺒﻀﻌﺔ أﻴﺎم ﻤن إﻋﻼن اﺴﺘﻘﻼﻝﻨﺎ ﻤﺴﺄﻝﺔ رﺴم ﺤدود ﺒﻼدﻨﺎ ،وﻫل ﻴﻨﺒﻐﻰ إدراﺠﻬﺎ
ﻓﻰ اﻹﻋﻼن .وادﻋﻰ ﻤﺤﺎﻤﻴﺎن ﻤن أﻋﻀﺎء اﻝﺤﻜوﻤﺔ اﻝﻤؤﻗﺘﺔ ،أﻨﻨﺎ ﻤﻠزﻤون ﻗﺎﻨوﻨﺎ ﺒﺈﻋﻼن ﺨطوط
ﺤدودﻨﺎ .وﻗد ﻋﺎرﻀت ﻫذا اﻝ أرى ،وﻗﻠت :ﻓﻰ اﻝﻤﻘﺎم اﻷول إﻨﻪ ﻻ ﻴوﺠد ﻗﺎﻨون ﻤن ﻫذا اﻝﻘﺒﻴل؛ ﻓﻬل
ﺤدد اﻝﺸﻌب اﻷﻤرﻴﻜﻰ ﻤﺜﻼ ﺤدودﻩ ﻋﻨدﻤﺎ أﻋﻠن اﺴﺘﻘﻼﻝﻪ؟ وﺜﺎﻨﻴﺎ  -وﻫذا ﻫو اﻷﻫم ﺒﺎﻝﻨﺴﺒﺔ ﻝﻰ -
ﻗﻠت ﻝزﻤﻼﺌﻰ :إن اﻝﻌرب ﻝو ﻜﺎﻨوا ﻋﻠﻰ اﺴﺘﻌداد ﻝﻘﺒول اﻝﺤدود اﻝﺘﻰ اﻗﺘرﺤﺘﻬﺎ اﻝﺠﻤﻌﻴﺔ اﻝﻌﺎﻤﺔ ﻝﻸﻤم
اﻝﻤﺘﺤدة ﻓﻰ  19ﻨوﻓﻤﺒر ﻤن ﻋﺎم  ،1947ﻝﻤﺎ ﻜﺎن أﺤد ﻤﻨﺎ ﻗد اﺸﺘﻜﻰ أو طﻌن ﻓﻰ ﺼﺤﺔ ﺘﻠك
اﻝﺤدود ،رﻏم أﻨﻨﻰ ﺸﺨﺼﻴﺎ ﻜﻨت أﺤﺒذ اﻝ أرى اﻝﻘﺎﺌل أن ﺘﻠك اﻝﺤدود ﻜﺎﻨت ﻏﻴر ﻋﺎدﻝﺔ اﻝﻰ ﺤد
ﻜﺒﻴر ،وﻻ ﺴﻴﻤﺎ أﻨﻬﺎ اﺴﺘﺒﻌدت اﻝﻘدس ﻤن أراﻀﻰ دوﻝﺘﻨﺎ وﺤوﻝت اﻝﻤدﻴﻨﺔ اﻝﻰ ﻜﻴﺎن دوﻝﻰ؛ وﻫو أﻤر
ﻝم ﻴﺤدث ﻤن ﻗﺒل ﻓﻰ أى ﻤﻜﺎن آﺨر ﻓﻰ اﻝﻌﺎﻝم.
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واﻵن ﺘﺤدﺜﺘم ﻋزﻴزى اﻝﺠﻨرال ،ﺒﻜﻴﺎﺴﺔ وﻋﺎطﻔﺔ ﻋن " اﻵﻤﺎل اﻝﻤؤﺜرة ﻝﻠﻐﺎﻴﺔ" اﻝﺘﻰ ﺤﻤﻠﻨﺎﻫﺎ
ﻨﺤن اﻝﻴﻬود ﺨﻼل اﻝﺴﻨوات اﻷﻝف وﺘﺴﻌﻤﺎﺌﺔ اﻝﻤﻨﻘﻀﻴﺔ ..ﻋن " ﻤوﻋدﻨﺎ اﻝﻌﺎم اﻝﻘﺎدم ﻓﻰ اﻝﻘدس"،
وﻫﻰ آﻤﺎل ﻝم ﺘﺘﻐﻴر وﻝم ﺘﺘﺒدل وﻻ ﺘﺤوﻝت اﻝﻰ " طﻤوح ﻤﺴﺘﻌر وﺠﺎﻤﺢ ﻓﻰ اﻝﺘوﺴﻊ" ،ﺒل ﻗﻠﻨﺎ ﺒدﻻ
ﻤن ذﻝك )أى ﻗﻠت أﻨﺎ وأﻴدﺘﻨﻰ اﻷﻏﻠﺒﻴﺔ ( " :ﻝو ﻜﺎن اﻝﻌرب ﻗﺒﻠوا ﻗرار اﻷﻤم اﻝﻤﺘﺤدة ﻜﻤﺎ ﻗﺒﻠﻨﺎﻩ
ﻨﺤن ،ﻝﻤﺎ ﻜﺎﻨت ﻫﻨﺎك أى ﻤﺸﻜﻠﺔ ﺒﺴﺒب اﻝﺤدود .وﻗد ﻜﺎن رد ﻓﻌﻠﻨﺎ إزاء اﻝﻘرار ﻋﺒﺎرة ﻋن ﺨﻠﻴط ﻤن
اﻝﻔرح واﻷﺴﻰ ،وﻝﻜن اﻝﻌرب أﻋﻠﻨوا أﻨﻬم ﺴﻴﻌﺎرﻀون ذﻝك اﻝﻘرار ،وﺴﻴﻘﻀون ﻋﻠﻰ اﻝدوﻝﺔ اﻝﺘﻰ ﻜﻨﺎ
ﺒﺼدد إﻋﻼﻨﻬﺎ ﺒﻌد ﺜﻼﺜﺔ أﻴﺎم .وﺸرﻋوا ﺤﺘﻰ ﻗﺒل إﻋﻼن اﺴﺘﻘﻼﻝﻨﺎ ،ﻓﻰ ﺸن أﻋﻤﺎل ﻋداﺌﻴﺔ ﻀدﻨﺎ،
واﻷﻤم اﻝﻤﺘﺤدة ﻝم ﺘﺤﻤﻰ ﻗرارﻫﺎ ،ﻨﺎﻫﻴك أﻨﻬﺎ ﻝم ﺘﺠﺒر أى طرف ﻋﻠﻰ ﻗﺒوﻝﻪ .وﻓﻰ ظل ﻫذﻩ
اﻝظروف ،اﻋﺘﺒرﻨﺎ ﻨﺤن أﻴﻀﺎ أﻨﻨﺎ ﻤﻌﻔون ﻤن اﻻﻤﺘﺜﺎل ﻝﻬذا اﻝﻘرار ،اﻝذى إن طﺒق ﻓﺴﻴطﺒق ﻋﻠﻰ
ﺠﺎﻨب واﺤد ﻓﻘط دون اﻵﺨر.
" وآﻩ ..إن ﻜﺎن ﻤن اﻝﻤﻤﻜن ﺘوﺴﻴﻊ ﻨطﺎق ﺤدودﻨﺎ ﻤن ﺨﻼل ﺤرب ﺒﺎدرت اﻝدول اﻝﻌرﺒﻴﺔ
ﺒﺸﻨﻬﺎ ﻀدﻨﺎ ،ﺜم دﻋوﻨﺎ ﻨﺤرر اﻝﻘدس واﻝﺠﻠﻴل اﻝﻐرﺒﻰ ﺒﺤﻴث ﻴﻤﻜن ﻀﻤﻬﻤﺎ اﻝﻰ دوﻝﺘﻨﺎ ".
وﻝﻜن ﻗﺒل أن ﺘﺒدأ اﻝﺤرب ،وﻗد ﺒدأت ﺒﺎﻝﻔﻌل ﺒﻌد ﻴوﻤﻴن ﻤن ﺼدور ﻗرار اﻷﻤم اﻝﻤﺘﺤدة،
ﻫﺎﺠم اﻝﻌرب ﻤرﻜزﻨﺎ اﻝﺘﺠﺎرى ﻓﻰ اﻝﻘدس .وﻝم ﻴﺴﻤﺢ ﻝﻨﺎ اﻝﺒرﻴطﺎﻨﻴون ﺤﺘﻰ ﺒﺎﻝدﻓﺎع ﻋن أﻨﻔﺴﻨﺎ،
ورﻏم ذﻝك ﻝم ﻴﻘﺘرح أى أﺤد ﻤﻨﺎ ﻏزو ﻤزﻴد ﻤن اﻷراﻀﻰ .ﺒﻴد أﻨﻨﺎ ﻝم ﻨﻜن ﻤﺠﺒرﻴن ﻋﻠﻰ ﻗﺒول ﻤﺒدأ
اﻝﻜﻴل ﺒﻤﻜﻴﺎﻝﻴن ،وﺘطﺒﻴق ﻗﺎﻋدة ﻋﻠﻰ اﻝﻌرب وأﺨرى ﻋﻠﻴﻨﺎ .ﻓﺈذا ﻜﺎن ﺒﺈﻤﻜﺎن اﻝﻌرب اﻝﺘﺼرف ﻜﻤﺎ
ﻴﺤﻠو ﻝﻬم ،ﻴﻤﻜﻨﻨﺎ ﻨﺤن أﻴﻀﺎ أن ﻨﺤذو اﻝﺤذو ﻨﻔﺴﻪ؛ ﺴﻴﻤﺎ وأن اﻝﺼﻠﺔ اﻝﺘﻰ ﺘرﺒط ﺒﻴﻨﻨﺎ وﺒﻴن اﻝﻘدس
أﻗدم ﺒﻜﺜﻴر ﻤن ﺘﻠك اﻝﺘﻰ ﺘرﺒط ﺒﻴﻨﻬﺎ وﺒﻴن أى ﺸﻌب آﺨر ﻤن اﻝﺸﻌوب اﻝﺘﻰ ﺘﺤﻴﺎ ﻓﻰ اﻝﻌﺎﻝم ﻓﻰ
ﻋﺼرﻨﺎ اﻝﺤﺎﻝﻰ ،وﻫﻰ ﺴﺎﺒﻘﺔ ﻋﻠﻰ أى ﻤﻌﺘﻘد آﺨر أو دﻴﺎﻨﺔ أﺨرى.
وﻫﻜذا ،أُﻋﻠن ﻴوم  14ﻤﺎﻴو ﻤن ﻋﺎم  1948ﻋن إﻨﺸﺎء دوﻝﺔ ﻴﻬودﻴﺔ ﺘﺴﻤﻰ اﺴراﺌﻴل ،وﻗد
ﺘوﺼﻠت اﻝﻰ ﻫذا اﻝﻤﺴﻤﻰ ﻤﺴﺎء اﻝﻴوم اﻝﺴﺎﺒق ﻝﻺﻋﻼن .وأﻜدت اﻝﺤﻜوﻤﺔ اﻝﻤؤﻗﺘﺔ ﻓﻰ ﺼﺒﺎح ﻴوم
اﻹﻋﻼن ﻨﻔﺴﻪ ،ﻗﺒول ﻫذا اﻻﺨﺘﻴﺎر ﻗﺒل ﺴت ﺴﺎﻋﺎت ﻤن اﻹﻋﻼن اﻝرﺴﻤﻰ اﻝﻤﻬﻴب .وﻗد ﻗﻠت ﻓﻰ
ﻜﻠﻤﺘﻰ ﺒﻤﻨﺎﺴﺒﺔ إﻋﻼن ﻗﻴﺎم اﻝدوﻝﺔ اﻝﻴﻬودﻴﺔ ،ﻤﺎ ﻴﻠﻰ :
" ﻓﻰ ﺨﻀم اﻝﻬﺠﻤﺎت اﻝداﻤﻴﺔ اﻝﺘﻰ ﺸﻨت ﻀدﻨﺎ ﺨﻼل اﻷﺸﻬر اﻝﻌدﻴدة اﻝﻤﺎﻀﻴﺔ وﻤﺎزاﻝت
ﻤﺴﺘﻤرة ،ﻨﻨﺎﺸد اﻝﺴﻜﺎن اﻝﻌرب ﻓﻰ دوﻝﺔ اﺴراﺌﻴل اﻝﺤﻔﺎظ ﻋﻠﻰ اﻝﺴﻠم ،واﻝﻘﻴﺎم ﺒدورﻫم ﻓﻰ ﺒﻨﺎء اﻝدوﻝﺔ
ﻋﻠﻰ أﺴﺎس اﻝﻤواطﻨﺔ اﻝﻜﺎﻤﻠﺔ ،واﻝﻤﺴﺎواة ﻓﻰ اﻝﺤﻘوق واﻝﺘﻤﺜﻴل اﻝﻤﻨﺎﺴب ﻓﻰ ﺠﻤﻴﻊ ﻤؤﺴﺴﺎﺘﻬﺎ..
اﻝﻤؤﻗﺘﺔ ﻤﻨﻬﺎ واﻝداﺌﻤﺔ ﻋﻠﻰ ﺤد ﺴواء" .وأﻀﻔت ﺒﻌد ذﻝك اﻝﻨداء اﻝﺘﺎﻝﻰ ":ﻨﺤن ﻨﻤد ﻴدﻨﺎ ﺒﺎﻝﺴﻼم
واﻝﺼداﻗﺔ وﺤﺴن اﻝﺠوار اﻝﻰ ﺠﻤﻴﻊ اﻝدول اﻝﻤﺠﺎورة وﺸﻌوﺒﻬﺎ ،وﻨدﻋوﻫﺎ اﻝﻰ اﻝﺘﻌﺎون اﻝﻤﺘﺒﺎدل ﻤﻊ
اﻝﺸﻌب اﻝﻴﻬودى اﻝﻤﺴﺘﻘل ﻓﻰ أرﻀﻪٕ .وان دوﻝﺔ اﺴراﺌﻴل ﻤﺴﺘﻌدة ﻝﻠﻤﺴﺎﻫﻤﺔ ﺒﻨﺼﻴﺒﻬﺎ ﻓﻰ اﻝﺠﻬد
اﻝﻤﺸﺘرك اﻝراﻤﻰ اﻝﻰ ﺘﺤﻘﻴق اﻝﺘﻘدم ﻓﻰ ﺠﻤﻴﻊ أﻨﺤﺎء اﻝﺸرق اﻷوﺴط".
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وﻜل ﻜﻠﻤﺔ ﺘﻠوﺘﻬﺎ ﻋزﻴزى اﻝﺠﻨرال ،ﺠﺎءت ﻤﺒﺎﺸرة ﻤن اﻝﻘﻠب ..ﻤن ﻗﻠب ﻜل واﺤد ﻤﻨﺎ ،وﻤن
داﺨل ﻜل ﺤزب ﻓﻰ اﺴراﺌﻴل :ﺒدءا ﻤن اﻝﺸﻴوﻋﻴﻴن ﻓﻰ اﻝﻴﺴﺎر ،وﺼوﻻ اﻝﻰ ﺤزب أﺠودات اﺴراﺌﻴل
اﻝﻴﻤﻴﻨﻰ اﻝﻤﺘطرف ،وﻤن اﻻﺸﺘراﻜﻴﻴن اﻝﻰ اﻹﺼﻼﺤﻴﻴن .وﻗد وﻗﻊ ﻜل ﻫؤﻻء ﻋﻠﻰ ﻫذا اﻹﻋﻼن.
وﻝو ﻜﺎن ﻨداؤﻨﺎ ﺤظﻰ ﺒﺎﻝﻘﺒول وﻻﻗﻰ آذاﻨﺎ ﺼﺎﻏﻴﺔ ،وﻝو ﻜﺎﻨت اﻝدول اﻝﻌرﺒﻴﺔ اﻤﺘﺜﻠت ﻝﻘرار
اﻝﺠﻤﻌﻴﺔ اﻝﻌﺎﻤﺔ وﻝﻤﻴﺜﺎق اﻷﻤم اﻝﻤﺘﺤدة؛ ﻝﻤﺎ ﻜﺎﻨت ﻫﻨﺎك ﺤﺎﺠﺔ ﻷى ﺤرب وﻝﻤﺎ ﻨﺸب أى ﻨزاع ﺒﻴﻨﻨﺎ
وﺒﻴن اﻝﻌرب ﺤﺘﻰ ﻴوﻤﻨﺎ ﻫذا ،وﻝﻤﺎ ﺘﺼور أى واﺤد ﻤﻨﺎ ﻓﻜرة اﺤﺘﻼل أراض إﻀﺎﻓﻴﺔ ﺘﺘﺠﺎوز
اﻝﺤدود اﻝﺘﻰ وﻀﻌﺘﻬﺎ اﻷﻤم اﻝﻤﺘﺤدة ،رﻏم أﻨﻨﺎ ﻜﻨﺎ أﺒﻌد ﻤﺎ ﻴﻜون ﻋن اﻝرﻀﺎ ﺒﺘﻠك اﻝﺤدود وﻝﻜن
اﻝﺴﻼم ﻜﺎن ﻴﻌﻨﻰ اﻝﻜﺜﻴر ﺒﺎﻝﻨﺴﺒﺔ ﻝﻨﺎ.
ﺒﻴد أن اﻝﺴﻼم ﻫو ﻋﻼﻗﺔ ﻓﻰ اﺘﺠﺎﻫﻴنٕ ،واﻻ ﻴﻌﺘﺒر ﻋﻤﻼ ﻤن أﻋﻤﺎل اﻻﺤﺘﻴﺎل اﻝﺼرف.
وﻝو ﻗﺒل اﻝﻌرب ﻗرار اﻷﻤم اﻝﻤﺘﺤدة وﻝم ﻴﺴﻌوا اﻝﻰ إﻝﻐﺎﺌﻪ ﻗﺴ ار؛ ﻝﻤﺎ ﻓﻘدﻨﺎ ﺴﺘﺔ آﻻف ﺸﺎب ﻤن
ﺨﻴرة وأﻜرم ﺸﺒﺎﺒﻨﺎ ﺨﻼل اﻝﺤرب اﻝﺘﻰ ﺨﻀﻨﺎﻫﺎ ﻤن أﺠل اﺴﺘﻘﻼﻝﻨﺎ ،وﻫﻰ ﺤرب ﻓرﻀﺘﻬﺎ ﻋﻠﻴﻨﺎ -
ﺒﻌد ﺜﻤﺎن ﺴﺎﻋﺎت ﻤن إﻋﻼن اﺴﺘﻘﻼﻝﻨﺎ  -ﺠﻴوش ﺨﻤس دول ﻋرﺒﻴﺔ ..ﻫﻰ ﻤﺼر واﻷردن
وﺴورﻴﺎ وﻝﺒﻨﺎن ،واﻝﻌراق ،ﻓﺎﻗت أﻋدادﻫﺎ ﻋدد ﺠﻴﺸﻨﺎ ﺒﻨﺴﺒﺔ  ،1: 40وﻝﻤﺎ اﻀطررﻨﺎ ﻝﺨوض ﻤﻌرﻜﺔ
ﺴﻴﻨﺎء أو ﺤرب اﻷﻴﺎم اﻝﺴﺘﺔ ،وﻝﻤﺎ ﻓﻜر أﺤد ﻤﻨﺎ ﻓﻰ ﻤﻬﺎﺠﻤﺔ ﺠﻴراﻨﻨﺎ ﻤن أﺠل ﺘﻌدﻴل ﺤدودﻨﺎ
وﺘوﺴﻴﻊ أراﻀﻴﻨﺎ .أﻨﺎ ﻨﻔﺴﻰ أﻗررت ﻋﻠﻨﺎ ﻓﻰ ﻤﻨﺎﺴﺒﺎت ﻋدﻴدة  -وﻫذا ﻫو ﻤوﻗف أﻤﺘﻨﺎ ﺒﺄﺴرﻫﺎ  -أﻨﻨﺎ
ﻋﻠﻰ اﺴﺘﻌداد ﻝﺘوﻗﻴﻊ ﻤﻌﺎﻫدة ﺴﻼم ،ﺘﺴرى ﺨﻼل اﻷﻋوام اﻝﻤﺎﺌﺔ اﻝﻘﺎدﻤﺔ ﻋﻠﻰ أﺴﺎس اﻝوﻀﻊ
اﻝراﻫن.
وﺼﺤﻴﺢ أن ﻝدﻴﻨﺎ ﺠﻨﺎح ﻴﻤﻴﻨﻰ ﻴدﻋو اﻝﻰ إﻗﺎﻤﺔ دوﻝﺔ " اﺴراﺌﻴل ﻏﻴر اﻝﻤﻘﺴﻤﺔ " ،وﻝﻜﻨﻪ ﻝم
ﻴﻘﺘرح ﻋﻠﻰ اﻹطﻼق أن ﻨﺸرع ﻓﻰ ﺤرب ﺘوﺴﻌﻴﺔٕ ،وان ﻜﺎن اﻗﺘرح ذﻝك ﻤﺎ ﻜﺎن ﻝﻴؤﺨذ ﻋﻠﻰ ﻤﺤﻤل
اﻝﺠد .ﺒﻴد أن اﻝﻌﺎﻝم ﻜﻠﻪ  -أو ﻋﻠﻰ أﻴﺔ ﺤﺎل اﻝﻌﺎﻝم اﻝﻤﺴﻴﺤﻰ  -ﻜﺎن ﻴﻌﺘﺒر أرض ﻓﻠﺴطﻴن ﻋﻠﻰ
ﻀﻔﺘﻰ ﻨﻬر اﻷردن دوﻝﺔ واﺤدة .وﻜﺎن اﻝﺸﻌب اﻝﻴﻬودى ﻴﺄﻤل أن ﺘﻌود إﻝﻴﻪ ﻤرة أﺨرى ﻴوﻤﺎ ﻤﺎ ،ﻜﻤﺎ
وﻋد اﻝﻜﺘﺎب اﻝﻤﻘدس ووﻋد أﻨﺒﻴﺎء اﺴراﺌﻴل.
وﻗد ورد ﻓﻰ ﺴﻔر اﻝﺘﻜوﻴن ﻤﺎ ﻴﻠﻰ " :ﺘﺠﻠﻰ اﻝرب ﻹﺒراﻫﻴم وﻗﺎل :ﺴوف أﻤﻨﺢ ﻫذﻩ اﻷرض
ﻝﻨﺴﻠك" )ﺴﻔر اﻝﺘﻜوﻴن  .(7 :12وﻨﻘ أر ﻓﻰ ﺴﻔر اﻝﺘﺜﻨﻴﺔ " :ﺜم ﻴﻌﻴدك اﻝرب اﻹﻝﻪ ﻤن اﻷﺴر ،وﻴﺴﺒﻎ
رﺤﻤﺘﻪ ﻋﻠﻴك وﺘﻌود وﻴﺠﻤﻊ ﺸﺘﺎﺘك ﻤن ﻜل اﻷﻤم ،ﻓﺎﻝرب اﻹﻝﻪ ﻫو اﻝذى ﺸﺘﺘك .وﺴوف ﻴﻌﻴدك
اﻝرب اﻹﻝﻪ اﻝﻰ اﻷرض اﻝﺘﻰ اﻤﺘﻠﻜﻬﺎ آﺒﺎؤك ،وﺴﺘﻤﺘﻠﻜﻬﺎ أﻨت" )ﺴﻔر اﻝﺘﺜﻨﻴﺔ  .(5-3 :30وﻴﻤﻜن
اﻻطﻼع ﻋﻠﻰ اﻻﻋﺘﻘﺎد ﻨﻔﺴﻪ ﻓﻰ أﻗوال اﻷﻨﺒﻴﺎء أﻴﻀﺎ ،ﻓﻰ ﺴﻔر إﺸﻌﻴﺎء ) ،(8 :56وأرﻤﻴﺎ
) ،(29:14وﺤزﻗﻴﺎل ) ،(11:17وﻨﺤﻤﻴﺎ ) .(1 :9وﻜﺎن ﻫذا ﻫو اﻝﻘﺼد ﻤن وﻋد ﺒﻠﻔور ،اﻝذى
أﻗرﺘﻪ ﻓرﻨﺴﺎ وأﻜدﺘﻪ ﻋﺼﺒﺔ اﻷﻤم ﻋﻨدﻤﺎ واﻓﻘت ﻋﻠﻰ اﻻﻨﺘداب اﻝﺒرﻴطﺎﻨﻰ .وﻤﻊ ذﻝك ،ﻋﻨدﻤﺎ ﻗررت
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اﻝﺠﻤﻌﻴﺔ اﻝﻌﺎﻤﺔ اﻝﺘﺼوﻴت ﺨﻼف ذﻝك ،ﻗﺒﻠﻨﺎ ﺒﻘرارﻫﺎ ،وﻜﻨﺎ ﻨﻌﺘزم اﻻﻝﺘزام ﺒﻪ واﻝﺤﻔﺎظ ﻋﻠﻴﻪ إذا ﻜﺎن
اﻝﻌرب ﺤﺎﻓظوا ﻋﻠﻰ اﻝﺴﻼم.
وﻤن اﻝﻤؤﻜد أﻨﻨﺎ ظﻠﻠﻨﺎ ﻝﻤدة آﻻف اﻝﺴﻨﻴن ﻨؤﻤن ﺒرؤﻴﺔ أﻨﺒﻴﺎﺌﻨﺎ اﻝﻜرام ،وﻻ ﻴزال اﻝﻜﺜﻴرون
ﻤﻨﺎ ﻴؤﻤﻨون ﺒﻤﺠﻲء اﻝﻤﺴﻴﺢ ،اﻝذى ﺴﻴﺠﻤﻊ ﺸﻤل اﻝﻴﻬود ﻤن ﻜل ﺼوب وﺤدب ﻓﻰ اﻝﻌﺎﻝم اﻷﺤﻴﺎء
ﻤﻨﻬم واﻷﻤوات ﻓﻰ اﻷرض اﻝﻤﻘدﺴﺔ .وﻝﻜن ﻫذا ﻝم ﻴﻜن أﺒدا " طﻤوﺤﺎ ﻤﺴﺘﻌ ار وﻗﺎﻫرا" ،ﺒل ﻜﺎن
اﻋﺘﻘﺎدا وطﻴدا ﻓﻰ رؤﻴﺔ أﻨﺒﻴﺎﺌﻨﺎ اﻝﻜرام ﻝﻠﺴﻼم " :ﻻ ﻴﺠوز ﻷى أﻤﺔ أن ﺘرﻓﻊ ﺴﻴﻔﺎ ﻋﻠﻰ أﻤﺔ أﺨرى،
وﻻ أن ﺘﻌﻠم ﺒﻨﻴﻬﺎ ﻓﻨون اﻝﺤرب ﻓﻰ ﻤﺎ ﺒﻌد" )ﺴﻔر إﺸﻌﺎﻴﺎء  ، (4 :2وﻤﻴﺨﺎ ) .(3 :4وﻴﻜﻤن ﺴر
اﺴﺘﻤ اررﻨﺎ ﻓﻰ اﻝوﺠود ﺒﻌد ﺘدﻤﻴر اﻝﻬﻴﻜل ﻋﻠﻰ ﻴد اﻝﺒﺎﺒﻠﻴﻴن واﻝروﻤﺎن ،ورﻏم اﻝﻜراﻫﻴﺔ اﻝﺘﻰ طوﻗﺘﻨﺎ ﺒﻬﺎ
اﻷﻤم اﻝﻨﺼراﻨﻴﺔ ﻝﻤدة أﻝف وﺴﺘﻤﺎﺌﺔ ﻋﺎم ،ﻓﻰ ﺼﻠﺘﻨﺎ اﻝروﺤﺎﻨﻴﺔ ﺒﺄم اﻝﻜﺘب.
وﻋﻨدﻤﺎ ﺠﺎءت ﻝﺠﻨﺔ ﻤﻠﻜﻴﺔ ﺒرﻴطﺎﻨﻴﺔ اﻝﻰ اﻝﻘدس ﻓﻰ ﻨﻬﺎﻴﺔ ﻋﺎم  ،1936ﻤن أﺠل ﺘﻘﻴﻴم
ﻤﺴﺘﻘﺒل اﻻﻨﺘداب ،ﻗﻠت ﻷﻋﻀﺎﺌﻬﺎ ﻤﺎ ﻴﻠﻰ " :اﻨﺘداﺒﻨﺎ ﻤوﺠود ﻓﻰ اﻝﻜﺘﺎب اﻝﻤﻘدس ،وﻨﺤن ﻨﺴﺘﻘﻰ
ﻤﻨﻪ ﻗوﺘﻨﺎ وﻗدرﺘﻨﺎ ﻋﻠﻰ اﻝﺼﻤود ﻓﻰ وﺠﻪ ﻋﺎﻝم ﻤﻌﺎد ،وﻋﻠﻰ اﻝﺤﻔﺎظ ﻋﻠﻰ إﻴﻤﺎﻨﻨﺎ اﻝﻤﺴﺘدﻴم ﺒﺄﻨﻨﺎ
ﺴﻨﻌود ﻴوﻤﺎ ﻤﺎ اﻝﻰ أرﻀﻨﺎ ،وﺒﺄن اﻝﺴﻼم ﺴوف ﻴﻌم اﻝﻌﺎﻝم".
واﻵن أود ﻋزﻴزى اﻝﺠﻨرال ،أن أذﻜرﻜم ﺒﺎﻝﻤﺤﺎدﺜﺔ اﻝﺘﻰ دارت ﺒﻴﻨﻨﺎ وﻗت اﻝﻐداء ﻓﻰ ﻗﺼر
اﻹﻝﻴزﻴﻪ أﺜﻨﺎء زﻴﺎرﺘﻰ ﻝﻜم ﻓﻰ ﻴوﻨﻴو ﻤن ﻋﺎم  ،1960وﻜﺎن ﺤﺎﻀ ار ﻤﻌﻨﺎ رﺌﻴس اﻝوزراء اﻝﻔرﻨﺴﻰ
اﻝﺴﻴد دوﺒرﻴﻪ وزﻤﻴﻠﻰ ﺸﻤﻌون ﺒﻴرﻴز .ﻝﻘد ﺴﺄﻝﺘﻨﻰ وﻗﺘﻬﺎ " :ﻤﺎ ﻫﻰ اﻝﺤدود اﻝﺤﻘﻴﻘﻴﺔ اﻝﺘﻰ ﺘﺤﻠم ﺒﻬﺎ
ﻻﺴراﺌﻴل؟ أﺨﺒرﻨﻰ وﻝن أﻜرر ﻤﺎ ﻗﻠﺘﻪ ﻷى ﺸﺨص" .وأﺠﺒﺘك ﻗﺎﺌﻼ ":ﻝو طرﺤت ﻋﻠﻰ اﻝﺴؤال ﻨﻔﺴﻪ
ﻗﺒل  25ﻋﺎﻤﺎ ،ﻝﻜﻨت ﻗﻠت إن ﺤدودﻨﺎ اﻝﺸﻤﺎﻝﻴﺔ ﻴﺠب أن ﺘﻜون ﻋﻨد ﻨﻬر اﻝﻠﻴطﺎﻨﻰ ،وﺤدودﻨﺎ
اﻝﺸرﻗﻴﺔ ﻋﻨد ﺸرق اﻷردنٕ ،واﻨﻨﻰ أﺘﻔﺎوض ﻤﻊ اﻝﻘﺎدة اﻝﻌرب ﻋﻠﻰ ﻫذا اﻷﺴﺎس .وﻝﻜﻨك ﺘطرح ﻋﻠﻰ
ﻫذا اﻝﺴؤال اﻝﻴوم ،وأﻨﺎ ﺴﺄﺼدﻗك اﻝﻘول :ﻝدﻴﻨﺎ رﻏﺒﺘﺎن رﺌﻴﺴﻴﺘﺎن ..ﻫﻤﺎ اﻝﺴﻼم ﻤﻊ ﺠﻴراﻨﻨﺎ واﻝﻬﺠرة
اﻝﻴﻬودﻴﺔ اﻝﻜﺒرى ﻤن اﻝﺨﺎرج ".
ٕوان ﻤﺴﺎﺤﺔ ﻓﻠﺴطﻴن اﻝﺘﻰ ﺒﻴن أﻴدﻴﻨﺎ ﻓﻰ اﻝوﻗت اﻝﺤﺎﻝﻰ ،ﻴﻤﻜﻨﻬﺎ اﺴﺘﻴﻌﺎب ﻋدد أﻜﺒر ﺒﻜﺜﻴر
ﻤن اﻝﻴﻬود اﻝذﻴن ﻤن اﻝﻤرﺠﺢ أن ﻴﻔدوا اﻝﻰ ﻫﻨﺎ ﻓﻰ ﺠﻤﻴﻊ اﻷوﻗﺎت؛ وﻤن ﺜم ﻓﺈن ﺤدودﻨﺎ اﻝﺤﺎﻝﻴﺔ
ﻜﺎﻓﻴﺔ .وﻝﻜﻨﻨﻰ أﺘﻤﻨﻰ ﻓﻘط أن ﻴﺴﺘﺘب اﻝﺴﻼم ﺒﻴﻨﻨﺎ وﺒﻴن اﻝﻌرب ﻋﻠﻰ أﺴﺎس اﻝوﻀﻊ اﻝراﻫن" .ﺜم
ﺴﺄﻝﺘﻨﻰ " :ﻤﺎ ﻫﻰ طﺒﻴﻌﺔ اﻝﻌﻼﻗﺔ ﺒﻴن دوﻝﺔ اﺴراﺌﻴل وﻴﻬود أﻤرﻴﻜﺎ؟ " ،ﻓﺄﺠﺒت " :ﻴﻬود أﻤرﻴﻜﺎ
ﻴﻌﻴﺸون ﻓﻰ رﻏد ﺴﻴﺎﺴﻰ واﻗﺘﺼﺎدى وﺜﻘﺎﻓﻰ ،وﻝﻜن ﺘرﺒطﻬم ﻋﻼﻗﺎت ﻋﻤﻴﻘﺔ ﻤﻊ دوﻝﺔ اﺴراﺌﻴل".
وﺤﺘﻰ ﺒﻌد ﻤﻌرﻜﺔ ﺴﻴﻨﺎء وﺤرب اﻷﻴﺎم اﻝﺴﺘﺔ ،ﻴﻤﻜﻨﻨﻰ أن أؤﻜد ﻝﻜم أن ﻫذﻩ اﻝﻨزاﻋﺎت ﻝم
ﺘﻨدﻝﻊ ﻨﺘﻴﺠﺔ ﻝطﻤوﺤﺎﺘﻨﺎ اﻝﺘوﺴﻌﻴﺔ؛ ﻓﻠو ﻜﺎﻨت ﻤﺼر أوﻓت ﺒﺎﻻﻝﺘزاﻤﺎت اﻝﺘﻰ ﻗطﻌﺘﻬﺎ ﻋﻠﻰ ﻨﻔﺴﻬﺎ
ﺒﻘﺒوﻝﻬﺎ اﺘﻔﺎق اﻝﻬدﻨﺔ ،وﻝو ﻜﺎﻨت اﻨﺼﺎﻋت ﻝﻘ اررات اﻷﻤم اﻝﻤﺘﺤدة ﺒﺸﺄن ﺤرﻴﺔ اﻝﻤﻼﺤﺔ ﻓﻰ ﻗﻨﺎة
اﻝﺴوﻴس ،وﺨﺼوﺼﺎ ﻓﻰ ﺨﻠﻴﺞ اﻝﻌﻘﺒﺔ ،وﻝو ﻝم ﻴﻌﻠن ﺤﻜﺎم ﻤﺼر وﺴورﻴﺎ ﻴوﻤﺎ ﺒﻌد ﻴوم أن ﻫدﻓﻬم
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ﻫو ﺘدﻤﻴر اﺴراﺌﻴل ،ﻤﺎ ﻜﺎن ﻝﻴﺨطر ﻝﻨﺎ ﻋﻠﻰ ﺒﺎل أن ﻨﺘﺨطﻰ اﻝﺤدود اﻝﺘﻰ ﺤددﻫﺎ اﺘﻔﺎق اﻝﻬدﻨﺔ.
وﻜﺎن ﻫذا ﻫو رأﻴﻰ اﻝﺤﺎزم ﻋﻠﻰ ﻤر اﻝﺴﻨﻴن ،وﻫو أرى ﻻرﺘﻴﺎﺤﻰ ﺤظﻰ ﺒدﻋم اﻝﻐﺎﻝﺒﻴﺔ اﻝﻌظﻤﻰ ﻤن
أﺒﻨﺎء ﺸﻌﺒﻰ .وﺤﺘﻰ أوﻝﺌك اﻝذﻴن ﻜﺎﻨوا ﻴﺤﺒذون أن ﺘﻜون " أرض اﺴراﺌﻴل ﻏﻴر ﻤﻘﺴﻤﺔ" ،ﻝم ﻴﻘﺘرﺤوا
أﺒدا أن ﻨﺸن ﺤرﺒﺎ ﺘوﺴﻌﻴﺔ.
وأﻨﺎ أدرك أن ﺤﻜوﻤﺔ اﻝﺠﻤﻬورﻴﺔ اﻝراﺒﻌﺔ ،وأﻨﺘم أﻴﻀﺎ ﻋزﻴزى اﻝﺠﻨرال ،اﺤﺘﻔظﺘم ﺒﺴﻔﺎرة
ﺒﻼدﻜم ﻓﻰ ﺘل أﺒﻴب ،ﻋﻠﻰ ﻏرار ﻤﺎ ﻗﺎﻤت ﺒﻪ اﻝﻌدﻴد ﻤن اﻝدول اﻷوروﺒﻴﺔ اﻷﺨرى ﺒﺎﻹﻀﺎﻓﺔ اﻝﻰ
روﺴﻴﺎ واﻝوﻻﻴﺎت اﻝﻤﺘﺤدة أﻴﻀﺎ ،رﻏم أن اﻝﺴﻔراء ﻜﺎﻨوا ﻴﺴﺘﻘﺒﻠون ﻓﻰ اﻝﻘدس .وﻝﻜﻨﻨﻰ ﻝﺴت ﻋﻠﻰ
ﻋﻠم ﺒﺤﺎﻝﺔ واﺤدة ،اﺤﺘﺠت ﻓﻴﻬﺎ اﻷﻤم اﻝﻤﺘﺤدة أو أى ﻤن دوﻝﻬﺎ اﻷﻋﻀﺎء ﻝدى اﻝﺤﻜوﻤﺔ اﻷردﻨﻴﺔ؛
ﻷﻨﻬﺎ اﺤﺘﻠت ﺒﻠدة اﻝﻘدس اﻝﻌﺘﻴﻘﺔ ﻋﺎم  1948وطردت ﺠﻤﻴﻊ اﻝﻴﻬود ﻤﻨﻬﺎ ،ودﻤرت اﻝﻤﻌﺎﺒد اﻝﻴﻬودﻴﺔ،
وﻤﻨﻌﺘﻨﺎ ﻤن اﻝوﺼول اﻝﻰ اﻷﻤﺎﻜن اﻝﻤﻘدﺴﺔ ﻤﻨﺘﻬﻜﺔ ﺒذﻝك اﺘﻔﺎق اﻝﻬدﻨﺔ ،وﻝم ﻴﻌﺘرض أﺤد ﻋﻠﻰ
ذﻝك.
وﻝﻜن ﻨﺤن ﻝم ﻨﻠﺤق اﻝﻀرر ﺒﺄﻤﺎﻜن ﻋﺒﺎدة اﻝﻤﺴﻴﺤﻴﻴن واﻝﻤﺴﻠﻤﻴن اﻝﺘﻰ ﻜﺎﻨت ﻓﻰ ﺤوزﺘﻨﺎ.
وﻝم ﻨﻌﺘﺒر ذﻝك ﻓﻀﻼ ﻤﻨﺎ ،وﻝم ﻨطﺎﻝب ﺒﺸﻜر ﺨﺎص ﻷﻨﻨﺎ ﻓﻌﻠﻨﺎ ذﻝكٕ ،واﻨﻤﺎ اﻋﺘﺒرﻨﺎ ذﻝك ﺒﺒﺴﺎطﺔ
ﻤن ﻗﺒﻴل اﻝوﻓﺎء ﺒواﺠﺒﻨﺎ اﻹﻨﺴﺎﻨﻰ ﻻﺤﺘرام ﻋﻘﺎﺌد اﻵﺨرﻴن.
وﻜﻤﺎ ﺘﻌﻠﻤون ،ﻓﺄﻨﺎ اﻵن ﻤﺠرد ﻤواطن ﻋﺎدى ﻓﻰ دوﻝﺘﻨﺎ ﻻ أﻜﺜر وﻻ أﻗل؛ ﻓﺒﻌد أن ﻋﻤﻠت
ﻓﻰ اﻝﺤﻜوﻤﺔ ﻝﻤدة  15ﻋﺎﻤﺎ وﺘﻘﻠدت ﻤﻨﺼﺒﻰ رﺌﻴس اﻝوزراء ووزﻴر اﻝدﻓﺎع ،أرى ﻤن اﻝﻤﺴﺘﺤﺴن أن
أﺘﺨﻠﻰ ﻋن اﻝﺴﻠطﺔ ﻝﻠﺸﺒﺎب اﻝﻴﺎﻓﻌﻴن ﻓﻰ ﺒﻼدى .وأﻨﺎ أﺸﺎرك ﺤﺎﻝﻴﺎ ﻓﻰ ﻜﺘﺎﺒﺔ ﺘﺎرﻴﺦ اﻻﺴﺘﻴطﺎن
اﻝﻴﻬودى ﻓﻰ اﺴراﺌﻴل ﻤﻨذ ﻋﺎم  ،1870وﻫو اﻝﻌﺎم اﻝذى ﻗﺎﻤت ﻓﻴﻪ ﻤﺠﻤوﻋﺔ ﻤن اﻝﻴﻬود اﻝﻔرﻨﺴﻴﻴن
ﺒﺈﻨﺸﺎء أول ﻤدرﺴﺔ زراﻋﻴﺔ " ﻤﻜﻴﻴﺎﻓﻴﻪ ﻴﺴراﺌﻴل" )وﻫو ﻝﻔظ ﻴﻌﻨﻰ ﺒﺎﻝﻌﺒرﻴﺔ " اﻷﻤل ﻻﺴراﺌﻴل" و "ﺠﻤﻊ
ﺸﻤل اﺴراﺌﻴل"(؛ ﺒﺎﻋﺘﺒﺎرﻫﺎ اﻝﺨطوة اﻷوﻝﻰ ﻨﺤو إﻋﺎدة ﺘﺸﻜﻴل دوﻝﺔ اﺴراﺌﻴل.
وﻝﻜﻨﻨﻰ ﻤﺎزﻝت ﻋﻠﻰ دراﻴﺔ ﺒروح ﺸﻌﺒﻰ ﺴواء ﻓﻰ ﻫذا اﻝﺒﻠد أو ﻓﻰ ﺠﻤﻴﻊ أﻨﺤﺎء اﻝﻌﺎﻝم،
وأﻋرف أن ﺸﻌﺒﻰ ﻻ ﻴﻘل وﻻء وورﻋﺎ ٕواﺨﻼﺼﺎ ﻋن أى ﺸﻌب ﻓﻰ اﻝﻌﺎﻝم ﻝرؤﻴﺔ اﻝﺴﻼم اﻝﻌﺎﻝﻤﻰ،
اﻝﺘﻰ أﻋﻠﻨﻬﺎ ﻝﻠﻤرة اﻷوﻝﻰ ﻓﻰ ﺘﺎرﻴﺦ اﻝﺒﺸرﻴﺔ أﻨﺒﻴﺎء اﺴراﺌﻴل.
ٕواذا اﺴﺘطﺎﻋت اﻝﻘوى اﻝﻌظﻤﻰ أن ﺘﻜون ﻝﻬﺎ اﻝﻐﻠﺒﺔ ﻋﻠﻰ اﻝدول اﻝﻌرﺒﻴﺔ ،وأن ﺘﻬﻴﻤن ﻋﻠﻴﻬﺎ
ﻤن أﺠل اﻝﺤﻔﺎظ ﻋﻠﻰ اﻝﺴﻼم ﻓﻰ اﻝﺸرق اﻷوﺴط؛ وﻫﻰ ﻓﻰ وﻀﻊ ﻴﻤﻜﻨﻬﺎ ﻤن اﻝﻘﻴﺎم ﺒذﻝك ﻷن
اﻝﻌرب ﺒﺤﺎﺠﺔ اﻝﻰ اﻷﺴﻠﺤﺔ اﻝﺘﻰ ﻴﺴﺘﺨدﻤوﻨﻬﺎ ،واﻝﺘﻰ ﻝن ﻴﻜوﻨوا ﻗﺎدرﻴن ﻋﻠﻰ اﻨﺘﺎﺠﻬﺎ ﻝﻔﺘرة طوﻴﻠﺔ
ﻗﺎدﻤﺔ ،وأﻨﺎ ﻤﻘﺘﻨﻊ ﺒﺄن اﺴراﺌﻴل ﻝن ﺘﻨﺘﻬك اﻝﺴﻼم أﺒدا.
وﺤﻴث أﻨﻨﻰ ﻜﻨت ﻻ أزال ﻓﻰ ﻤﻨﺼﺒﻰ وﻗت ﺼﻌود اﻝﺠﻤﻬورﻴﺔ اﻝﺨﺎﻤﺴﺔ اﻝﻰ ﺴدة اﻝﺤﻜم،
ﻓﺈﻨﻨﻰ أﻋرف أن دوﻝﺔ اﺴراﺌﻴل اﻝﺘﻰ وﻝدت ﻤن ﺠدﻴد وﻓرﻨﺴﺎ ،ﺴﺎدت ﺒﻴﻨﻬﻤﺎ ﻋﻼﻗﺎت ودﻴﺔ ﺨﻼل
ﺴﻨوات ﺤﻜم اﻝﺠﻤﻬورﻴﺔ اﻝﺨﺎﻤﺴﺔ.
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وﻝم أﺠد ﻋﻠﻰ اﻹطﻼق ،ﺜﻤﺔ ﻀرورة ﻝﺘﺼور وﺠود ﺼداﻗﺔ أﻜﺜر ﺼدﻗﺎ ٕواﺨﻼﺼﺎ ﻤن ﺘﻠك
اﻝﺘﻰ ﻜﺎﻨت ﺘﺠﻤﻊ ﺒﻴﻨﻨﺎ ،ﻜﻤﺎ أﻨﻨﻰ ﻝم أر ﻓﻰ رﻏﺒﺘﻜم ﺒﻨﺎء ﻋﻼﻗﺎت ﺠﻴدة وودﻴﺔ ﻤﻊ اﻝدول اﻝﻌرﺒﻴﺔ أى
ﺘﻨﺎﻗض ﺒﺎﻝﻀرورة ﻤﻊ اﺴﺘﻤرار ﺼداﻗﺘﻜم ﻤﻊ اﺴراﺌﻴل .وﺤﺘﻰ إذا اﺴﺘﻤرت اﻝدول اﻝﻌرﺒﻴﺔ ﻓﻰ
ﺘﻬدﻴدﻫﺎ ﺒﺘدﻤﻴرﻨﺎ  -ﻜﻤﺎ ﻓﻌﻠت ﺨﻼل ﻜل ﺘﻠك اﻝﺴﻨوات  -ﻓﺄﻨﺎ ﻝن أﻨﺼﺢ أى ﺒﻠد ﺒﻘطﻊ ﻋﻼﻗﺎﺘﻪ
ﻤﻌﻬم.
وﻝﻜن إذا ﻜﺎن ﻝزاﻤﺎ ﻋﻠﻴﻨﺎ اﻝدﻓﺎع ﻋن ﺤﻴﺎﺘﻨﺎ ﻤرة أﺨرى ،ﻓﺄﻨﺎ ﻻ أرﻴد أن ﻴﺘﻌرض ﺠﻨود ﻤن
ﺒﻠد آﺨر ﻝﻠﻤوت ﻤن أﺠﻠﻨﺎ ،وﺴوف ﻴﺘوﻝﻰ أﺒﻨﺎؤﻨﺎ اﻝدﻓﺎع ﻋن ﺸﻌﺒﻨﺎ ﻜﻤﺎ ﻜﺎن دأﺒﻬم ﻓﻰ اﻝﻤﺎﻀﻰ.
وﻝﻜن ﻤطﻠﺒﻰ اﻝوﺤﻴد ﻤن ﺼدﻴﻘﻨﺎ ،ﻫو أﻻ ﻴﺤرﻤﻨﺎ ﻤن اﻝﻤﺴﺎﻋدة اﻝﺘﻰ ﻨﺤﺘﺎج إﻝﻴﻬﺎ ﻝﻠﺤﻔﺎظ ﻋﻠﻰ ﻗوة
ردع ﻜﺎﻓﻴﺔ ﻝﻤﻨﻊ ﺠﻴراﻨﻨﺎ ﻤن ﻤﻬﺎﺠﻤﺘﻨﺎ.
وأﻨﺎ أﺴﺘﻤﻴﺤﻜم ﻋذ ار ﻋﻠﻰ طول رﺴﺎﻝﺘﻰ ،ﻓﻘد ﺸﻌرت أن اﻝواﺠب ﻴﻤﻠﻰ ﻋﻠﻰ – ﻝﻴس ﻓﻘط
ﻻﻤﺘﻨﺎﻨﻰ ﻝﻜم ﻋﻠﻰ ودﻜم وﻝﻤﺴﺎﻋدﺘﻜم ﻻﺴراﺌﻴل وأﻴﻀﺎ ﺒﺴﺒب اﻝﺼداﻗﺔ اﻝﺸﺨﺼﻴﺔ اﻝﺘﻰ أﺒدﻴﺘﻤوﻫﺎ
ﻝﻰ ﻤﻨذ ﻝﻘﺎﺌﻨﺎ ﺨﻼل اﻝﻌﺎم اﻝﺠﺎرى -أن أﺸرح ﻝﻜم ﻤوﻗﻔﻨﺎ اﻝﺤﻘﻴﻘﻰ إزاء اﻝﻘﻀﺎﻴﺎ اﻝدوﻝﻴﺔ.
وﻨﺤن ﻨﻌﺘﻘد أن اﻝﻴﻬود ﻴﺴﺘﺤﻘون أن ُﻴﻌﺎﻤﻠوا ﻤﺜل أى أﺸﺨﺎص آﺨرﻴن ،وﻨﺤن اﻝﺸﻌب

اﻝﻴﻬودى – ﺸﺄﻨﻨﺎ ﺸﺄن أى ﺸﻌب آﺨر ﻜﺒﻴ ار ﻜﺎن أم ﺼﻐﻴ ار  -ﻨﻌﺘﺒر أن ﻝﻨﺎ ﻨﻔس اﻝﺤﻘوق وﻋﻠﻴﻨﺎ
ﻨﻔس اﻝواﺠﺒﺎت ﻜﻐﻴرﻨﺎ ،ﻻ أﻜﺜر وﻻ أﻗل.
وأﻤﺎ ﺒﺎﻝﻨﺴﺒﺔ ﻝﻤﻔﻬوم " اﻝﺸﻌب اﻝﻤﺨﺘﺎر" اﻝذى أﺸرﺘم إﻝﻴﻪ ﻓﻰ ﺨطﺎﺒﻜم ،ﻴرد ﻝدﻴﻨﺎ ﻓﻰ اﻝﺘوراة
ﻤﺎ ﻴﻠﻰ " :آﻩ ﻗد واﻋدت اﻝرب اﻝﻴوم أن ﻴﻜون ﻝك إﻝﻬﺎ ،وأن ﺘﺴﻠك ﻓﻰ طرﻗﻪ وﺘﺤﻔظ ﻓراﺌﻀﻪ
ووﺼﺎﻴﺎﻩ وأﺤﻜﺎﻤﻪ ﻤﺘﺴﻤﻊ ﻝﺼوﺘﻪ .وواﻋدك اﻝرب اﻝﻴوم أن ﺘﻜون ﻝﻪ ﺸﻌﺒﺎ ﺨﺎﺼﺎ  -ﻜﻤﺎ ﻗﺎل ﻝك -
وﺘﺤﻔظ ﺠﻤﻴﻊ وﺼﺎﻴﺎﻩ وأن ﻴﺠﻌﻠك ﻤﺴﺘﻌﻠﻴﺎ ﻋﻠﻰ ﺠﻤﻴﻊ اﻝﻘﺒﺎﺌل ﻓﻰ اﻝﺜﻨﺎء واﻻﺴم واﻝﺒﻬﺎء ،وأن ﺘﻜون
ﺸﻌﺒﺎ ﻤﻘدﺴﺎ ﻝﻠرب إﻝﻬك ﻜﻤﺎ ﻗﺎل" )ﺴﻔر اﻝﺘﺜﻨﻴﺔ اﻹﺼﺤﺎح .(18-17 :26
وﻜﺎن اﻝﺸﻌب اﻝﻴﻬودى أول ﺸﻌب ﻓﻰ اﻝﻌﺎﻝم  -ﻜﻤﺎ ﺴﺒق أن ﻗﻠت  -ﻴﻘر ﺒوﺠود إﻝﻪ واﺤد،
وﺒﺎﻝﺘﺎﻝﻰ أﺼﺒﺢ ﺸﻌﺒﺎ ﺨﺎﺼﺎ ﺒل ﺸﻌب اﷲ اﻝﻤﺨﺘﺎر .وﻨﻘ أر ﻓﻰ ﺴﻔر ﻴﺸوع أﻴﻀﺎ )اﻹﺼﺤﺎح : 24
 " (25-22ﻓﻘﺎل ﻴﺸوع ﻝﻠﺸﻌب " :أﻨﺘم ﺸﻬود ﻋﻠﻰ أﻨﻔﺴﻜم أﻨﻜم ﻗد اﺨﺘرﺘم ﻷﻨﻔﺴﻜم اﻝرب ﻝﺘﻌﺒدوﻩ.
وﻗﺎﻝوا :ﻨﺤن ﺸﻬود ﻝذﻝك  ...وﻗطﻊ ﻴﺸوع ﻋﻬدا ﻝﻠﺸﻌب ﻓﻰ ذﻝك اﻝﻴوم ،وﺠﻌل ﻝﻬم ﻓرﻴﻀﺔ وﺤﻜﻤﺎ
ﻓﻰ ﺸﻜﻴم .ﻓﺎﻵن اﻨزﻋوا اﻵﻝﻬﺔ اﻝﻐرﻴﺒﺔ اﻝﺘﻰ ﻓﻰ وﺴطﻜم ،وأﻤﻴﻠوا ﻗﻠوﺒﻜم اﻝﻰ اﻝرب إﻝﻪ اﺴراﺌﻴل"
)ﻴﺸوع  .(25-22 :24وأﻋﻠن ﺤﻜﻤﺎء اﺴراﺌﻴل ﻓﻰ اﻷﺠﻴﺎل اﻝﻼﺤﻘﺔ أﻴﻀﺎ ﻤﺎ ﻴﻠﻰ" :طﻠب اﷲ ﻤن
ﻜل أﻤﺔ ﻗﺒول اﻝﺘوراة وﻝم ِ
ﺘﺒد أى ﻤﻨﻬﺎ اﺴﺘﻌدادا ،وﻝﻤﺎ طﻠب ﻤن اﺴراﺌﻴل ﻗﺎﻝوا ﺴﻤﻌﻨﺎ وأطﻌﻨﺎ".
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وﻴﺘﻀﺢ ﻤن ﻜل ﻤﺎ ﺴﺒق ،أﻨﻪ وﻓﻘﺎ ﻝدﻴﻨﻨﺎ ﻝم ﻴﻜن اﷲ ﻫو اﻝذى اﺨﺘﺎر اﺴراﺌﻴل ،وﻝﻜن
اﺴراﺌﻴل ﻫم اﻝذﻴن اﺨﺘﺎروا اﷲ؛ وﻫذا ﻫو اﻝواﻗﻊ اﻝﺘﺎرﻴﺨﻰ اﻝﻤﻌروف ﻝﻜل ﻤﺴﻴﺤﻰ وﻝﻜل ﻤﺴﻠم ﻓﻰ
اﻝﻌﺎﻝم .وﻻ داﻋﻰ أن ﻴﺸﻌر أى ﻴوﻨﺎﻨﻰ ﺒﺎﻝﺨﺠل ،أن ﺸﻌﺒﻪ ﻜﺎن أول ﺸﻌب ﻋﻠﻰ ظﻬر اﻷرض
ﻴﻜﺘﺸف ﺒﻌض اﻝﺤﻘﺎﺌق اﻝﻌﻠﻤﻴﺔ واﻝﻔﻠﺴﻔﻴﺔ ﻗﺒل أﻝﻔﻴن وأرﺒﻌﻤﺎﺌﺔ أو أﻝﻔﻴن وﺴﺘﻤﺎﺌﺔ ﻋﺎﻤﺎ ،ﻤﺜﻠﻤﺎ ﻻ
ﻴﻨﺒﻐﻰ أن ﻨﺸﻌر ﻨﺤن ﺒﺎﻝﺨﺠل ﻤن أﻨﻔﺴﻨﺎ.
وﻝﻜن ﺸﻌﺒﻨﺎ ﻻ ﻴرى ﻨﻔﺴﻪ ﻤﺘﻔوﻗﺎ ﻋﻠﻰ ﻏﻴرﻩ ،وﻝﻜﻨﻨﺎ ﺒﺎﻝطﺒﻊ ﻓﺨورون أن أﻤر " أﺤب
ﻝﺠﺎرك ﻤﺎ ﺘﺤب ﻝﻨﻔﺴك" ورد ﻝﻠﻤرة اﻷوﻝﻰ ﻓﻰ ﻜﺘﺎﺒﻨﺎ اﻝﻤﻘدس ،وﺘﺒﻌﺘﻪ اﻝﻌﺒﺎرة اﻝﺘﺎﻝﻴﺔٕ " :واذا ﻨزل
ﻋﻨدك ﻏرﻴب ﻓﻰ أرﻀﻜم ،ﻓﻼ ﺘﺠوروا ﻋﻠﻴﻪ وﻻ ﻴﻀﺎﻴﻘﻪ أﺤد؛ ﻜﺎﻝوطﻨﻰ ﻤﻨﻜم ﻴﻜون ﻝﻜم اﻝﻐرﻴب
اﻝﻨﺎزل ﻋﻨدﻜم ،وﺘﺤﺒﻪ ﻜﻨﻔﺴك ﻷﻨﻜم ﻜﻨﺘم ﻏرﺒﺎء ﻓﻰ أرض ﻤﺼر ..أﻨﺎ اﻝرب إﻝﻬﻜم" )ﺴﻔر اﻝﻼوﻴﻴن،
اﻹﺼﺤﺎح  .( 34-33 :19وﻝم ﻴﻜن ﻝﻬذﻩ اﻝﺸرﻋﺔ وﺠود ﺤﺘﻰ ﻓﻰ أﺜﻴﻨﺎ ،وﻝم ﺘرد ﻓﻰ ﺘﻌﺎﻝﻴم
ﺒرﻴﻜﻠﻴس وﻻ ﺴﻘراط وﻻ أﻓﻼطون.
وﺒﻘدر ﻤﺎ ﻜﻨﺎ ﻨرﻏب ﻓﻰ أن ﻴﺘﻤﻜن ﻜل ﻴﻬودى ﻴرﻏب ﻓﻰ أن ﻴﻌﻴش داﺨل وطﻨﻪ ،ﺒﺼﻔﺘﻪ
إﻨﺴﺎﻨﺎ وﻴﻬودﻴﺎ ﻝﻪ ﻨﻔس ﺤﻘوق وﻋﻠﻴﻪ واﺠﺒﺎت ﻋﻠﻰ ﻗدم اﻝﻤﺴﺎواة ﻤﻊ ﻜل ﺸﺨص آﺨر وﻜﻐﻴرﻫم ﻤن
اﻝﻨﺎس ،إﻻ أﻨﻨﺎ ﺴﻨﻜرس أﻨﻔﺴﻨﺎ داﺌﻤﺎ وﺒﺎﺴﺘﻤرار ﻹﻋﻼء ﻤﺜل اﻝﺴﻼم واﻷﺨوة واﻹﻨﺴﺎﻨﻴﺔ واﻝﻌداﻝﺔ
واﻝﺤﻘﻴﻘﺔ ،ﻜﻤﺎ أﻤرﻨﺎ اﻷﻨﺒﻴﺎء اﻝﻜرام ﺒذﻝك.
أرﺠو أن ﺘﺘﻘﺒﻠوا ﺴﻴدى اﻝرﺌﻴس ،أﻓﻀل ﺘﻤﻨﻴﺎﺘﻰ ﻝﻜم ﺒﺎﻝﻨﺠﺎح ﻓﻰ ﻤﻨﺼﺒﻜم اﻝرﻓﻴﻊ.
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December 6, 1967
My very dear General, or
Monsieur le Président
This is the third time that I am
permitting myself the liberty of writing
to you, an initiative that I have taken:
1) because at the close of our second
meeting on the 17th of June, 1960 you
assured me that you would welcome
the continuation of direct contact
between us and that I should write to
you directly whenever I felt the need;
2) because though I would not have
presumed to trouble you, having
retired in the meantime, four years
ago, from office for personal reason, at
out meeting this year in the capital of
West Germany at Dr. Adenauer’s
funeral we held a pleasant and friendly
conversation at your request, even
though you were aware that I was then
merely a private citizen of Israel; 3)
because I am concerned by your
recent talk, much of which was
devoted to the State of Israel, Zionism
20

and the Jewish People, in which you
made a number of troubling and
regrettable statements; and because
as an admirer and well-wisher of your
even before I made your acquaintance
in person and through
correspondence, I hold you in great
esteem, not because of your friendship
and assistance to Israel over a period
of many years, but because of the
great historical act that you performed
during and after the Second World
War in saving the standing and honor
of France, a country to which, I
believe, our people and people
everywhere must be grateful for all she
has done for the cultural and social
advancement of the human race from
the time of the French Revolution
down to the present.
I took exception to the unjust criticism
leveled at your remarks by many
people in France, Israel and other
countries because I believed that they
did not pay sufficient attention to your
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words. Nor would I, unless asked to
do so by you, consider that I had the
right to take issue with your views on
French policies in regard to other
nations, Israel included.
I do know, however, that there are a
good many people in the Christian
world who have an insufficient
knowledge and understanding of
Jewish experience, which is unique
and unparalleled in the history of
humanity not only in antiquity, but in
the middle ages and in modern times
as well. Thus, it is precisely because
of the honor and respect that I feel for
you that I consider it my moral duty
toward my people, toward you, and
toward the people of France, who did
so much to help us in recent times
both before and after the
establishment of the Jewish State, to
explain to you as best I can the true
intentions and practical course of the
State of Israel, whose Prime Minister
and Minister of Defence I was for
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fifteen years after its establishment,
during which time I played no small
part in determining its foreign and
military policies. In addition, I headed
the Zionist leadership in Jerusalem for
fifteen years before the establishment
of the state, in which role I played an
active and often decisive part in
determining Zionist policy to and in
anticipation of its creation.
In ancient times we were the first
people in the world to hold to the faith
in one God, a faith which with a few
exceptions seemed incomprehensible
and undesirable to the other nations,
and for which we suffered a great
deal. The Greeks called us a “godless
people” because the found no statues
of the gods in our settlements. The
Romans accused us of idleness
because we did not work one day of
the week. I needn’t tell you what was
said about us by many Christians one
Christianity – which has grown in the
Land of Israel and our of the Jewish
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People, but to which the Jews refused
to adhere – became the dominant
religion in the Roman Empire.
Twice our independence in our
homeland was destroyed. Jerusalem
was razed to the ground by the
triumphant Romans and even its name
was temporarily erased. But our
forefathers, who were exiled to
Babylonia 2500 years ago, had taken
an oath in memory of Zion by the
Waters of Babylon: “If I forget thee O
Jerusalem, may my right hand forget
its cunning; may my tongue cleave to
my palate if I do not remember thee, if
I do not prefer thee to my greatest
joy.” That oath was kept to this
day. And all this took place before
Paris, London, Moscow and other such
places even existed.
You know as well as I do that many
peoples adopted Christianity (and later
Islam) under coercion. We too were
threatened with death, and there were
Jews who were unable or afraid to
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withstand this threat. But our people
on the whole resisted and was ready
to die for its faith. You no doubt know
what happened to us in Spain in the
fifteenth century – and not only in
Spain.
I know of no other people that was
exiled from its land and dispersed
among the nations of the world to be
hated, persecuted, expelled and
slaughtered (and in our own times,
yours and mine, six million Jews were
murdered by the Nazis) that did not
vanish from history, did not despair or
assimilate (though many individual
Jews did), but yearned incessantly to
return to its land, believing for two
thousand years in its messianic
deliverance – and that indeed did
return in our own times and renew its
independence. And I know too that no
people that ever lived in this land –
which in the Hebrew language was
first called “Canaan” and then forever
after “The Land of Israel” – identified
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its life with it so completely, legion
though its conquerors were
(Egyptians, Assyrians, Babylonians,
Persians, Greeks, Romans, Arabs,
Seljuks, Crusaders, Mamelukes,
Ottomans, English, etc.). This land
was never the sole and unique
homeland of any people in the world
except the Jewish people.
I know that there is not another
example in history of a people
returning to its land after 1800 years,
and that this is a unique occurrence;
but there is another fact too, and this is
that there was not a single generation
in which Jews did not attempt
(although not always successfully) to
return to their land; and it was this fact
which the entire Christian world, and
the League of Nations, which was
composed almost entirely of Christian
countries, recognized as constituting
the historic link between the People of
Israel and the Land of Israel when it
approved the Balfour Declaration.
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We have the records of the Peel
Commission, which was sent in 1936
to report on conditions and future
prospects in Palestine, and which
concluded at the end of its
investigation: “It is clear to us that by
the words ‘Establishment of a National
Home in Palestine’ His Majesty’s
Government recognized that in the
course of time a Jewish State was
likely to be established, but it was not
in their power to say when this would
happen.”
Moreover, the word “Palestine”
referred to the territory on both sides of
the Jordan, which has been the land of
the Jews since the time of Joshua. It
was not until 1922 that Winston
Churchill, who was then Colonial
Secretary, excluded Transjordan from
the territory mandated to be the
“national home” of the Jewish People.
It is a common but erroneous belief
that the civilized world, including
Russia (indeed, when the General
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Assembly met to take up the question
in May 1947, it was Andrei Gromyko
who first demanded the establishment
of a Jewish State in Palestine),
decided in favor of a Jewish State only
because of the tragedy experienced by
the Jewish People during the Second
World War, in which six million
European Jews were murdered by the
Nazis. There could be no greater
mistake. The destruction of six million
European Jews was in fact the
cruelest and most frightful blow
imaginable to the Jewish State, whose
creation at the hands of European
Jews had begun as early as 1870.
The first step toward the establishment
of a Jewish State in our time was the
founding of Mikveh Israel, the first
Jewish agricultural school, by French
Jews of the Alliance Israélite
Universalle under the leadership of
Crémieux, who was then Minister of
Justice in the provisional French
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government set up after the downfall of
Napoleon the Third.
Jewish immigration and settlement in
Palestine – the goal of which was the
renewal of Jewish independence in the
Land of Israel – began in 1870 with the
establishment of the school in Mikveh
Israel. The Jewish inhabitants from
Russia, Rumania and other European
countries, as well as from Africa and
Asia, set about building agricultural
colonies with the aim of making the
wilderness bloom and establishing a
Jewish State. This took place long
before any Zionist “government” was in
existence, and many years before the
founding of the World Zionist
Organization by Dr. Herzl, who
published his book “The Jewish State”
in 1896 and afterwards became the
head of the Zionist movement.
How deep was the link between the
Jewish People and the Land of Israel
was proven by the fact that even when
Herzl despaired of ever obtaining a
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charter for large-scale Jewish
settlement in Palestine from the
Turkish government, he turned to the
British and was offered Uganda by
Joseph Chamberlain; but when this
offer came up for discussion at the
Zionist Congress in 1904, the
delegates refused to accept any
substitute for Palestine and the
question was removed from the
agenda.
I myself was born in the Russian
sector of Poland and I came to
Palestine in 1906, when the country
was still part of the Ottoman Empire. I
never had the slightest doubt that
millions of Jews could be settled in it
on both sides of the Jordan without
depriving a single Arab of his land, for
less than ten percent of the country
was then inhabited. I myself worked in
several new Jewish settlements which
existed in places that has previously
been completely desolate.
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And so, late in 1920, when the League
of Nations approved the Balfour
Declaration, I composed a
memorandum dealing with Palestine
on both sides of the Jordan, in the
name of the International Po’alei
Zion (the Socialist Zionist Party), which
I sent to the British Labour Party. The
gist of this memorandum was that in
light of the League of nations
resolution the problem of Palestine’s
borders could be solved in only one
way – through the creation of a single
political and economic entity which
would eventually become a Jewish
commonwealth. The British Labour
Party accepted this position and until
1922 all of Palestine was mandated to
be a Jewish national home.
As a resident of Palestine myself,
however, I was well aware that there
was an Arab problem too, and that the
rights of the Arabs of Palestine has to
be scrupulously observed; and so, late
in 1933, immediately after my election
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to the Zionist leadership, I commenced
negotiations with Moslem and
Christian Arab leaders in Palestine,
Lebanon and Syria. I approached
these talks (which began early in
1934) on the basis of two
fundamentals. The Arab people
possessed a bloc of countries ranging
from Egypt to Morocco in North Africa,
and from Iraq, Syria and Lebanon to
Saudi Arabia and Yemen in the Middle
East. The area of the Arab territories
in North Africa was 8,195,964 square
kilometers, and of the Arab countries
in the Middle East, 3,607,929
kilometers, making a sum total of
11,863,873 square kilometers. (As of
1963, the population of these
countries, which include Christian,
Kurdish and Berber minorities, was
94,587,000). The area of Palestine on
both sides of the Jordan, on the other
hand, was only 60,000 square
kilometers. (The inhabitants of this
area as of 1963 numbered 4,181,000,
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2,356,000 in Israel, and 1,825,000 In
Jordan.)
After certain basic clarifications, these
fundamentals were accepted by the
other side as well: the Arabs had vast
stretches of territory in North Africa
and West Asia, populated by many
millions, and mostly still subject to
foreign rule. The area of Palestine
was less than one-half of one percent
of the Arab territories as a whole. The
Arab population of Palestine on both
sides of the Jordan was 1.5% of the
Arab population of West Asia and
North Africa.
In the consciousness of the Jews –
which is rooted in Jewish history and
the Book of Books – Palestine (on both
sides of the Jordan) is the country of
the Jewish People. But this country
was not uninhabited; and ever since
the Arab conquest in the 7th century, it
had been populated by Arabs, whose
number was now over a million,
comprising 1.5% of the total Arab
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population of the world. Obviously, the
Arab residents of Palestine deserved
all the rights that any citizen of a
democratic country should lay claim to,
nor was a Jewish State imaginable in
any other form than that of a
democracy. And so I told the first Arab
leader with whom I held talks, Auni
Abdul Hadi, the head of the
Palestinian Arstikla (Independence)
Party: “We will help the Arab people to
gain their independence and unite in a
single Arab federation, if you in turn
agree to assist us in establishing a
Jewish State in Palestine on both
sides of the Jordan, which would then
enter into a Semitic (Arab-Jewish)
federation as a sovereign state.” After
discussing certain fundamental
questions, Auni Abdul Hadi asked me:
“How many Jews do you propose
bringing to Palestine?” “In the course
of twenty years,” I answered (this was
in 1934), “we will be able to bring 4
million Jews.” He jumped to his feet in
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a mood of great excitement and
exclaimed: “I’ll go to Damascus and to
Bagdad and I’ll tell my Arab friends
there: ‘We’ll let them have not four
million, but six million – on the
condition that they help us to gain our
independence and unite.’” When he
had calmed down, however, he sat
down again and remarked: “But you
Jews are hared and more talented
workers than we are. You’ll be able to
bring as many Jews as you like here in
no time – in even less than twenty
years. What guarantee can you give
us that the Arab people will really free
themselves of foreign rule and unite?”
Now before beginning my talks with
the Arab leaders, I had spoken to the
British High Commissioner, General
Wauchope, who was a very honest
man. I told him that I was bout to
begin negotiations with certain Arab
officials; in the event that a JewishArab agreement were reached, would
the British government give it its
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backing? “I have never discussed this
question with the government,” he
answered, “and I cannot speak in its
name, but I do know how they think [I
remember that he said “they”] and I am
certain that they would support such
an agreement.” So I said to Abdul
Hadi: “I’ll bring you a guarantee from
the British government.” “Do you
expect to believe those swindlers?” he
asked contemptuously. “Then I’ll bring
you a guarantee from the League of
Nations,” I said. He thought for a while
and replied: “The countries in the
League of Nations are all Christian. I
can’t trust such countries.” “My dear
Mr. Auni,” I answered, “I can’t bring
you a guarantee from Allah.” And with
that our conversation ended.
But the major part of the negotiations I
carried on with Musa Alami, a
confidant of the Mufti’s, who was then
the accepted leader of all the Arabs of
Palestine. Alami had a reputation for
being a decent, honest and loyal
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man. Our talks lasted over a period of
several months, for after each session
he was obliged to report to the Mufti
and to convey the latter’s questions
and opinions back to me. I would then
answer and make further queries,
which he would relay to the Mufti once
again. The basis for our discussions
was the same idea that I had
presented to Abdul Hadi: the liberation
of the Arabs from foreign domination
and their unification, and the
establishment in Palestine of a Jewish
state on both sides of the Jordan,
whose Arab citizens would enjoy
absolute equality. And which would
afterward play a role in an Arab
federation.
After protracted negotiations lasting
several months (the discussions were
conducted in absolute secrecy on the
part of both sides), we finally reached
an agreement on the basis that I had
suggested. The Mufti, however,
insisted that I meet with the Syrian37

Palestinian Arab Committee, whose
headquarters were in Geneva, next
door to the League of Nations. If the
members of the Committee were
amenable, he proposed to convoke the
kings of the Arab countries – Saudi
Arabia, Yemen and Iraq (Egypt was
not then considered an Arab country) –
in order to sign an agreement with the
Zionist leadership (the Jewish Agency)
that could be presented to the
Mandate government.
I also negotiated at the time with
George Antonius, an Arab Christian
from Syria then living in Palestine who
was considered to be the leading
theoretician of the Arab nationalist
movement, and with Riad as-Sulah,
the head of the Lebanese government,
on the basis of the same proposal, to
which they agreed in principle. (Riad
as-Sulah was later assassinated by an
Arab extremist.)
That same year I traveled to Europe in
order to meet with the Arab Committee
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in Geneva. The Mufti informed them
of my arrival and of the contents of our
discussions. I met with two members
of the Committee: Saki Arsalan, and
elderly Druse, who had become an
ardent Arab nationalist despite his
background, and the Syrian Ikhsan
Bey al-Jabri, Musa Alami’s son-inlaw. Of the two, Saki Arsalan, who
headed the Committee, was the only
one to speak. After I had briefly
explained the basis of the agreement,
he said to me: “You want a Jewish
majority in Palestine, followed by a
Jewish state; but the British will never
permit you to become a majority – how
then can you expect it of us
Arabs?” After further discussion of this
point, during which I saw that he was
not to be budged, we parted. His
young companion, Ikhsan Bey al-Jabri,
accompanied me to the railroad
station. After we left Arsalan’s house,
he said to me: “This isn’t the last word
– we’ll talk about it some more.” Once
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again I was made to promise that
everything that had passed between
us would be kept a secret.
I was obliged to remain in Europe for
several more weeks. When I returned
to Jerusalem I was show a copy of La
Nation Arabe, a French-language
quarterly put out by the Arab
Committee, in which a record of our
entire conversation was printed with a
number of slight distortions. Musa
Alami, who was (and still is) an
incorruptible man, was embarrassed to
face me, even though I told him that I
knew he was not responsible for the
publication of the story.
Meanwhile, as the Second World War
drew closer, the British government
changed the policies of the Mandate:
after a meeting of Arabs and Jews that
took place in London in 1939, it issued
a white paper whose contents in effect
abrogated the Mandate’s commitments
by putting an end to Jewish
immigration and promising the
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establishment of an independent
Palestinian state within ten years. But
before the ten years were over, six
million Jews – Jews who had needed a
Jewish State more than anyone else
and who had been eager and able to
build it – perished at the hands of the
Nazis.
Winston Churchill, who had remained
a loyal friend of the Jewish People and
of the Balfour Declaration despite his
White Paper of 1922, was not
reelected prime minister after the
war. The British Labour Party won an
absolute majority for the first time and
proceeded to set up a government.
The Labour Party was known to have
been in favor of a Jewish
State. Toward the end of 1944 it had
adopted a resolution calling for the
immediate establishment of a Jewish
State on both sides of the Jordan as
soon as the war was over and for the
resettlement of the Arabs of Palestine
in other Arab countries, which would
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also be granted full
independence. This demand for
resettlement had never once been
voiced by the Zionist movement itself.
What happened at the end of World
War II is well know: Bevin and Attlee
refused to carry out their party’s
decision and handed the question of
Palestine over to the United Nations
instead. In May 1947, when the
General Assembly took up the
question, Andrey Gromyko, the
Russian representative, surprised the
delegates by calling for the
establishment of a Jewish State in
Palestine: the Jewish People, he said,
had a right to a state of its own in his
historic homeland. The committee
which was chosen to investigate the
problem made two
recommendations. The committee
was unanimous in demanding the
earliest possible end to the British
mandate; a minority of its members
called for the establishment of an
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Arab-Jewish federal state, while the
majority recommended partition – the
establishment of two separate states in
Palestine west of the Jordan, a Jewish
State to include the Negev and an
Arab State, i.e., the west bank of the
Jordan, which would be linked to the
Jewish State economically. As for
Jerusalem, it was proposed to make it
a corpus separatus under international
administration; the Jewish inhabitants
of the city would be citizens of the
Jewish state, and the Arab inhabitants,
of the Arab state.
Though the exclusion of Jerusalem
from the Jewish state was extremely
painful to us, we voted by a large
majority to accept the committee’s
recommendations. And so, had the
Arabs agreed to the General Assembly
resolution – which obtained 33
affirmative votes, including those of
Russia, the United States and France
(England abstained), well over a twothirds majority – the problem would
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have been solved and peace would
have come to the Middle East. But the
Arabs refused to accept this decision
and announced that they would
oppose it by force if necessary. And in
fact, a day after the partition resolution
was passed by a large majority on
November 29th, 1947, the Arabs
commenced their attacks on the
Jewish settlements of Palestine. As
Syrians, Iraqis, and Egyptians from the
Muslim Brotherhood joined the
Palestinian Arab irregulars, these
attacks grew more and more serious.
At the time there was a British army of
about one hundred thousand men in
Palestine, so that order could have
been easily kept; but the Labour
government, under the direction of
Prime Minister Clement Atlee and
Foreign Secretary Ernest Bevin, was
firmly opposed to a Jewish State and
made no move to keep the peace or
prevent the Arab assaults. The Jewish
community defended itself by means
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of the underground Haganah, which
was generally able to cope with the
Arab bands, until the Arab Legion
openly joined the irregulars, destroying
four Jewish villages in the vicinity of
Hebron and killing most of their
inhabitants. Elsewhere the Haganah
had the better of the fighting, defeating
the irregulars in Haifa, Tiberias, Safed,
and the new city of Jerusalem; in all
these places it declared to the local
Arabs that if they would surrender their
arms they might remain where they
were and enjoy equal rights with the
Jews. Most of the Arab groups were
agreeable, but a few suggested
consulting the Arab High Committee,
whose offices were not located in
Palestine (most of its members having
fled the country after one of them had
assassinated a high British official). In
effect, the decision fell to the Mufti of
Jerusalem, who was also no longer in
the country. The Arab High
Committee called on the local Arabs
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not to turn in their weapons, but rather
to evacuate Palestine completely for a
period of two or three weeks, during
which the British would withdraw and
the armies of five Arab countries –
Egypt, Syria, Jordan, Lebanon and
Iraq – would invade and finish the
Jews off in 10 to 14 days. Then the
Arab residents could return not only to
their own homes, but to those of the
Jews as well. The Arabs quit Safed,
Beth-She’an and Tiberias to a man; in
Haifa and in Jaffa several thousand
chose to remain.
This brings me to what is called “the
refugee problem.” After the
establishment of the Jewish State on
May 14, 1948 not a single Arab was
expelled from the country; the only
Arabs to leave were a small number
who subsequently emigrated to
America. All those who are referred to
today as “refugees” left their homes
during the period of the British
Mandate. Large numbers of Arabs
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began to leave within two days of the
General Assembly resolution of
November 29, 1947 calling for
partition. Many Arabs resettled in the
area west of the Jordan that had been
designated an Arab state, while some
of the more wealthy went immediately
to Lebanon, or in some cases, to
Syria. When guerilla warfare in the
cities grew worse – and in all the cities
the aggressors were Arabs, not
generally local ones, but rather groups
organized in the neighboring countries
(Syria, parts of Lebanon, Egypt and
Iraq), and in the last days before the
British withdrawal, the Arab Legion,
which had been a part of the British
Army – the Arab residents were
requested by their Jewish neighbors,
and by the Haganah as well, to
remain. On instructions from the Mufti
in Egypt, however, nearly all of them
fled. Once the Jewish State came into
being, its doors were opened to Jewish
immigrants; within four years 700,000
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Jews entered the country, 500,000 of
them from Arab lands: Iraq, Yemen,
Morocco, Libya, Egypt, Tunisia, Syria
and Lebanon. Many settled in
deserted Arab quarters in Jaffa, Haifa,
Tiberias, Beth She-an and Safed,
others in deserted Arab villages. And
yet, though hundreds of Jews were
killed in the Arab attacks in cities and
villages that began with the General
Assembly resolution, not a single Jew
chose to flee the country. Four
hundred thousand Arabs did flee, while
the Jewish refugees coming from Arab
lands were deprived of all their
property, which remains confiscated or
divided up among their former Arab
neighbors to this day. The State of
Israel that was established on May 14,
1948 bears no responsibility for the
flight of the refugees, yet it has taken
back over forty thousand of them to
assist in family reunification, even
though they left through no fault of its
own. We have absorbed an enormous
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number of Jewish refugees who were
forced to leave all their money and
possessions behind. We had no
homes for them, no food, no work, but
we made superhuman efforts to
absorb and integrate them – and we
did this in the course of ten years,
living in severe austerity until it was
accomplished. The Arab states, on
the other hand, have not lifted a finger
to help the refugees who fled to their
territories while the British still
governed Palestine. Their rulers have
learned to exploit the refugees as a
political weapon against Israel. And
now, my dear General, I come to
certain surprising statements in your
speech, statement that are both painful
and insulting, and that are based on
inaccurate or incorrect information that
you happen to possess.
You spoke of the creation of a “Zionist”
home between the two world war, of
“an elite people, self-confident and
dominating” who “might come to
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change into a fervent and conquering
ambition their very touching hopes
(‘next year in Jerusalem’),” of lack of
humility, of a warlike State of Israel
determined to expand, of those who
dreamt of capitalizing on the closure of
the Straights of Tiran, and so on.
Before I attempt to clarify certain facts
and tendencies, I should like to make a
point which for many historical and
religious reasons has yet to be
accepted in much of the world, but the
consciousness of which prevails in all
that we have done and will yet do; we
are a people like all other people, with
the same rights and obligations. We
are a small people, the majority of
which does not now live in its
homeland and may perhaps never
return there, but those who do live in it
do so not because they have
conquered, plundered or pillaged
something belonging to others, but
because when we found our land
again it was neglected – not entirely
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unpopulated, but largely desolate. We
made this wilderness flourish by the
sweat of our brow, by our stubborn
and pioneering labor; we did not rob or
take away a single inch of earth from
those who worked it, but we did made
the desert blossom. When I first came
to Palestine, the place where Tel Aviv,
Israel’s largest city, now stands was a
wilderness of sand dunes, without
trees, without grass, without wild life,
while nearby ran a stream which today
irrigates even the kibbutz in the Negev
on which I live, fifty kilometers south of
Beersheba. Fifty-nine years ago I
worked as a hired hand in a place that
was so uninhabited and abandoned
that twenty Bedouin were scarcely
able to support themselves in the area;
today it is a kibbutz, the home of 500
working adults and hundreds of
children, one of the most magnificent
farms in the Jordan Valley, bearing the
name of the lake by which it was built:
Kinneret.
51

This was not done by brute strength,
nor solely by money, and certainly not
by conquest, but by creative
pioneering through which we turned a
poor and arid soil into a fertile one and
built settlements, villages and cities on
desolate stretches of land where no
living thing was to be found.
I am not ashamed of the word
“Zionist,” but the homeland that was
promised us by England, with the
consent of France, was meant to be
anational home, not a “Zionist”
one. “Zion” is one of our holiest and
most precious places in Jerusalem, the
City of David, but the “Zionists” were
members of a movement that sought a
return to “Zion” so that we could once
again become a normal, independent
people, rooted in its homeland, like
most if not all other peoples. And in
the declaration that was given by
Balfour and later endorsed by the
French government, we were
promised the reconstitution of our
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national homeland, which had
remained our land despite the fact that
we were forcibly removed from it by
foreign and cruel conquerors: for two
thousand years not a day went by
during which we did not pray and
yearn to return to it. Prior to the
French Revolution, in no country in
which we lived did either we or the
people in whose midst we dwelt regard
that country as our own. After the
Revolution, the Jews were accorded
equal rights. This was one of the great
moments of the French people that will
never be forgotten by us. And yet the
man who envisioned a Jewish State as
far back as 70 years ago and
captivated the majority of his people
with that vision – Dr. Theodor Herzl –
arrived at his illumination as a result of
the Dreyfus Case and the frightful antiSemitic revelations to whish it gave
rise. And again I say: we will never
forget the moral bravery of men like
Colonel Picquart, statesmen and men
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of conscience like Clemenceau, Zola,
Jaurès and others, who stubbornly and
heroically fought for justice, year after
year, until they triumphed. But the
hatred that emerged at the end of the
19th century appeared again and
again in one country after
another. Like men everywhere, we
Jews see ourselves as sharing equal
rights with all others, as a people with
all the privileges that belong to any
free and independent nation – and we
are sufficiently daring to believe that
this is our due and not a favor to be
benevolently conferred on us. I am
fully aware that for hundreds of years
the Christian world was convinced that
the Jewish nation had ceased to exists
two thousand years ago, nor is it any
secret that there are Jews who believe
the same today. We feel sorry for
such Hews and we pity them, but we
bear them no grudge. If they wish to
cease being Jews, that is their
business. But they do not speak in our
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name, just as it was not Pétain who
spoke in the name of the French
people during its great sorrow, but
rather Charles de Gaulle, though he
stood practically rejected and alone. I
have read slanderous things about my
people, for instance, said by a Jew
whose stature I fully appreciate – I am
speaking of Karl Marx. I do not agree
with all his theories, but I can
nevertheless appreciate the greatness
in his profound sense of history, his
immense genius and his
uncompromising struggle for a
healthier and more just society.
We are not a “dominating” people. I
realize that there are exceptions
among us whose phraseology is alien
to the great majority of the Jewish
People and its sacred tradition. But for
15 years I held responsible positions in
the Zionist movement and the Jewish
community of Palestine, and for fifteen
years that I was Premier and Defense
Minister of the State of Israel and I
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know how profound is our ambition
and how intense our desire for peace –
peace with our neighbors and peace
among all nations. I was not the sole
determinant during these years,
neither in the Zionist movement nor in
the State of Israel: I was obliged to
convince most of my colleagues and
most of my people of the rightness and
justice of what I believed in, and in
most cases I succeeded. Permit me,
my dear General, to present you with
several examples bearing on a number
of remarks that you made in your
speech.
A few days before our Declaration of
Independence, the question arose of
whether our country’s borders should
be specified in the Declaration. Two
lawyers in the Provisional Government
contended that we were legally bound
to declare what our borders were. I
was against this. In the first place, I
argued, there was no such law – did
the American people announce what
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its borders were when it declared its
independence? And secondly – and
this to me was the important thing – I
said to my colleagues that if the Arabs
had been willing to accept the frontiers
proposed by the United Nations
General Assembly on November 19,
1947, none of us would have
complained or challenged those
frontiers, though I myself was of the
opinion that they were largely unfair,
particularly the exclusion of Jerusalem
from the territory of our state and its
transformation into an international
entity, something that did no exist
anywhere else in the world. Now you
yourself, dear General, have spoken
with grace and emotion of “the very
touching hopes” that we Jews have
had for the last 1900 years: “Next year
in Jerusalem!” We did not change
those hopes into a “fervent and
conquering ambition”; rather we said
(that is, I said and the majority
supported me): “Had the Arabs
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accepted the United Nations
Resolution as we did, there would
have been no problem of frontiers. We
reacted to the resolution with mixed joy
and sorrow. But the Arabs have
declared that they will oppose it and
annihilate the state which we are going
to declare three days from now. Even
before we have declared out
independence, they have commenced
hostilities – and the United Nations
does not protect, much less compel
them to accept the resolution. Under
such circumstances, we too are
excused from complying with the
resolution, which would then fall on
one side only. And o, if its possible to
expand our frontiers in a war started
against us by the Arab nations – then
let us liberate Jerusalem and the
Western Galilee, so that they too can
be part of our state.”
Before the war began – and it began in
reality two days after the United
Nations resolution, when the Arab
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attacked our commercial center in
Jerusalem and the British did not even
permit us to defend ourselves – not a
single one of us had suggested
conquering additional territory. But we
were not obliged to accept one rile for
the Arabs and another for ourselves. If
the United Nations meant nothing and
the Arabs could behave as they
wished – then so could we. And our
ties to Jerusalem preceded those of
any other people now living in the
world and of any other faith or religion.
And so, on the 14th of May, 1948 I
declared the existence of a Jewish
State to be called Israel in language
that I had arrived at the previous
evening and which had been
confirmed by the Provisional
Government on the morning of the
same day, six hours before the solemn
official declaration. In declaring the
establishment of a Jewish State, I said:
“From amid the bloody attacks that
have been launched against us for the
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past several months, we appeal to the
Arab inhabitants of the State of Israel
to keep the peace and to play their role
in building the state on the basis of full
citizenship, equal rights and
appropriate representation in all its
institutions, whether provisional of
permanent.” And to this I added yet
another appeal: “We extend our hand
in peace and neighborly friendship to
all the neighboring states and their
peoples, and we call on them to
collaborate in mutual cooperation with
an independent Jewish people in its
land. The State of Israel is prepared to
contribute its share toward a joint effort
for progress throughout the Middle
East.” And every word that I read, my
dear General, came straight from the
heart, from the heart of every one of
us; every party in Israel, from the
Communists on the left to the
religious-extremist Agudath-Israel on
the right, from the Socialists to the
Revisionists, all signed this
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declaration. Had our appeal been
accepted, had the Arab nations
complied with the General Assembly
resolution and the United Nations
Charter, there need never have been
any war or quarrel between us and the
Arabs to this day. Not a single one of
us would have conceived of the idea of
conquering additional territory beyond
the frontiers fixed by the United
Nations, for though we were far from
satisfied with those frontiers, peace
meant even more to us. But peace is
either a two-way affair or an act of
sheer fraud. Had the United Nations
resolution been accepted by the
Arabs, had they not sought to forcibly
revoke it – we would not have had to
love six thousand of the cream of our
youth during our War of
Independence, which was forced on us
eight hours after our independence
was declared by the armies of five
Arab states, Egypt, Jordan, Syria,
Lebanon, and Iraq, which
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outnumbered us 40 to 1, and would
never have had to fight the Sinai
Campaign or the Six Day War. No one
among us would have thought of
attacking our neighbors in order to
improve our frontiers and expand our
territory. I myself publicly declared on
many occasions – and this was the
position of our entire nation – that we
were prepared to sign a peace treaty
for the next hundred years on the
basis of the status quo. True, we did
have a right wing which called for an
“undivided Israel”; but even it never
proposed – and if it had, it would not
have been taken seriously – that we
embark on a war of expansion. And
yet the entire world – or at any rate,
the Christian world – considered
Palestine on both sides of the Jordan
to be a single country, which the
Jewish people had hoped would
someday belong to it again, as was
promised by the Bible and the
Prophets. In the Book of Genesis it is
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written: “And the Lord appeared unto
Abraham and said: Unto thy seed will I
give this land” (Genesis, 12:7), and in
Deuteronomy we read: “Then the Lord
God will return thy captivity, and have
compassion upon thee, and will return
and gather thee from all the nations,
whither the Lord thy God hath
scattered thee…And the Lord they
God will bring thee into the land which
thy fathers possessed, and thou shall
possess it” (Deuteronomy, 30: 35). The same belief can be found in
the Prophets too, in Isaiah 56:8,
Jeremiah 29:14, Ezekiel 11:17,
Nehemiah 1:9. This was the intention
of the Balfour Declaration, which was
affirmed by France, and by the League
of Nations when it approved the British
Mandate. And yet, when the General
Assembly decided to vote otherwise –
we accepted, and we would have kept
faith with the decision had the Arabs
kept the peace.
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It is certainly true that for thousands of
years we believed in the vision of our
prophets, and there are still many of us
who believe in the coming of the
Messiah, who will bring the Jews from
all over the world, the living and the
dead, to the Holy Land. But this was
never a “fervent and conquering
ambition” – rather it was a fervent
belief in our prophets’ vision of peace:
“And national shall not lift up sword
against nation, neither shall they learn
war any more” (Isaiah 2:4, Micah
4:3). It is this psychic link to the Book
of Books that constitutes the secret of
our continued existence after the two
destructions of our Temple by the
Babylonians and the Romans, and
after the hate with which the Christian
nations surrounded us for sixteen
hundred years.
When a British royal commission came
to Jerusalem at the end of 1936 to
weigh the future of the Mandate, I said
to it: “Our Mandate is the Bible.” It was
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from the Bible that we drew the
strength to withstand a hostile world
and to perpetuate our faith that we
would one day return to our land and
that peace would reign in the world.
And now, my dear General, I should
like to remind you of the lunchtime
conversation that we had in the Elysée
Palace during my visit to you in June
1960. Present also were Prime
Minister Debré and my colleague
Shimon Peres. You asked me: “What
are your dreams for the real borders of
Israel? Tel me, I won’t repeat them to
anyone.” I replied: “Had you asked me
that same question 25 years ago, I
would have said that our northern
border should be the Litani River, and
our eastern border Transjordan. It was
on this basis that I negotiated with the
Arab leaders. But you are asking me
this question today. I’ll tell you the
truth: we have two main desires –
peace with our neighbors and a great
Jewish immigration from abroad. The
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area of Palestine now in our hands can
absorb a much greater number of
Jews than are likely to ever come
here, and so our present frontiers are
sufficient. I could only wish that the
Arabs would make peace with us on
the basis of the status quo.” And then
you asked: “What is the relation
between the State of Israel and the
Jews of America?” “The Jews of
America,” I answered, “are politically,
economically and culturally well-off,
but they have a profound relationship
with the State of Israel nonetheless.”
And even after the Sinai Campaign
and the Six Day war, I can assure you
that these conflicts did not break out
as a result of expansionist ambitions
on our part. Had Egypt met the
obligations that it took upon itself in
acceptance of the Armistice
Agreement, had it obeyed the United
Nations resolutions on freedom of
navigation in the Suez Canal, and
especially, in the Gulf of Aqaba, and
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had the rulers of Egypt and Syria not
declared day after day that their goal
was the destruction of Israel, it would
never have occurred to us to depart
from the frontiers fixed by the
Armistice Agreement. This was my
firm opinion throughout the years,
which to my satisfaction was
supported by the great majority of my
people. Even those who favored an
“undivided Land of Israel” never
suggested that we embark on an
expansionist war.
I am aware that the Government of the
Fourth Republic, and you too, my dear
General, kept your country’s embassy
in Tel Aviv, as did many other
European nations, we well as Russia
and the United States, though
ambassadors themselves were always
received in Jerusalem. But I do not
know of a single instance in which the
United Nations or any of its members
protested to the Government of Jordan
for having conquered the old city of
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Jerusalem in 1948 and expelled all the
Jews, destroying Jewish synagogues
and denying us access to our holy
sites in violation of the Armistice
Agreement. To this nobody
objected. We, on the other hand,
never harmed the Christian and
Moslem places of worship that were in
our possession. We did not demand
special credit for having done this, but
rather regarded it as the simple
fulfillment of our human duty to respect
the faith of others.
As you know, I am now no more than
an ordinary citizen of our state. After
having served for 15 years as Prime
Minister and Minister of Defense, I
considered it advisable to relinquish
power to my juniors. I am currently
engaged in writing a history of Jewish
settlement in Israel since 1870, the
year in which a group of French Jews
established the agricultural school in
Mikveh Israel (which in Hebrew means
both “The Hope of Israel” and “The
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Gathering of Israel”) as a first step
toward the reconstitution of the State
of Israel.
But I am still familiar with the spirit of
my people, both in this country and
throughout the world, and I know that
my people, no less than any people in
the world, is devoutly loyal to the vision
of world peace that was proclaimed for
the first time in human history by the
prophets of Israel. And if the Great
Powers can prevail upon the Arab
nations to keep the peace in the
Middle East – and they are in a
position to do so because the Arabs
are in need of weapons which they
themselves will be unable to produce
for a long time to come – I am
convinced that it will never be broken
by Israel.
Having still been in office at the time
that the Fifth Republic came into
being, I know that friendly relations
prevailed between the reborn State of
Israel and France during the years of
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the Fifth Republic as well. I never
found it necessary to envisage a
friendship more sincere and loyal that
your own, nor did I see in your desire
to build good and friendly relations with
the Arab states any necessary
contradiction to the continuation of
your friendship with Israel. Even
should the Arab states continue to
threaten us with destruction as they
have done all these years, I would
never advise a single country to
suspend its relations with
them. Should we have to defend our
lives again, I would not want the
soldiers of another country to die in our
behalf; our sons will protect our
people, as they have done in the
past. My only request from our friend
is that they should not deny us the
assistance we need to maintain a
deterrent power capable of preventing
our neighbors from attacking us.
I must beg your pardon for having
written at such length. I felt it my duty
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– both because of the gratitude I feel
for your amity and assistance to Israel
and because of the personal friendship
you have shown for me as recently as
our meeting this year – to explain to
you our true position on international
issues. We believe that the Jew
deserves to be treated as anyone else,
and the Jewish people – as any other
people, large or small. We regard
ourselves as having the same rights
and obligations as everyone else,
neither more nor less.
And as to the concept of “the Chosen
People” that you referred to in your
speech, in our Torah it is written:
“Thou hast avouched the Lord this day
to be thy God…And the Lord hath
avouched thee this day to be his
peculiar people” (Deuteronomy, 26:
17-18). The Jewish People was the
first people in the world, as I have
already said, to recognize the
existence of one sole God, and
thereby it became a peculiar people, a
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chosen people. We read in the Book
of Joshua too: “And Joshua said unto
the people, Ye are witnesses against
yourselves that ye have chosen you
the Lord, to serve him. And they said,
we are witnesses…So Joshua made a
covenant with the people that day, and
set them a statute and an ordinance in
Shechem” (Joshua 24: 22-25). In later
generations as well, the sages of Israel
declared: “God importuned every
nation to accept His Torah. When
none proved willing, he turned to Israel
and they said: ‘We will act and obey.’”
It is clear from all this that according to
our religion it was not God who chose
Israel, but Israel which chose
God. This is a historic fact known to
every Christian and every Moslem in
the world. No Greek need feel
ashamed that twenty-four or twenty-six
hundred years ago his people was the
first on earth to discover certain
scientific and philosophical
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truths. Neither need we feel ashamed
of ourselves.
But our people does not consider it
superior to others. We are of course
proud of the fact the “Love thy
neighbor as thyself” was said for the
first time in our Bible, and that it is
followed by the words: “And if a
stranger sojourn with thee in your land,
ye shall not vex him. But the stranger
that dwelleth with you shall be unto
you as one born among you, and tho
shalt love him as thyself; for ye were
strangers in the land of Egypt; I am the
Lord your God” (Leviticus 19: 3334. Such a law did not exist even in
the Athens of Pericles, Socrates and
Plato.
And as mush as we desire to make it
possible for every Jews who so wishes
to live in his homeland as a human
being and as a Jew whose rights and
obligations are equal to those of every
other person and every other people –
we have always and will always
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continue to devote ourselves to the
ideals of peace, human brotherhood,
justice and truth, as we were
commanded to do by our prophets.
In closing, I should like to express my
gratitude and appreciation for all that
your great people has done in the past
two hundred years to promote values
and national liberty, and to express to
you, my dear General, my esteem for
what you have dome to augment the
name, honor and standing of your
country, and for the loyal help and true
friendship that you have manifested all
these years towards the Jewish
People in its land. I hope that the
friendly relations between Israel and
France – as part of the friendly
relations between all peoples – will
continue with our assistance and the
help of every people and person
faithful to the ideals of the Book of
Books…
Veuilles recevoir, Monsieur le
President, mes voeux les meillerus
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pour la reussite de votre haute
mission.
D.B.G.
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