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ﻴوﺠﻴن روﺴﺘو اﻝﻰ اﻝﺴﻔﻴر اﻻﺴراﺌﻴﻠﻰ ﻓﻰ واﺸﻨطن
ﻋن ﻗرار ﻋﺒد اﻝﻨﺎﺼر ﻗﻔل ﺨﻠﻴﺞ اﻝﻌﻘﺒﺔ
 22ﻤﺎﻴو 1967
واﺸﻨطن ﻓﻰ  22ﻤﺎﻴو 1967
ﻋزﻴزى ﺴﻌﺎدة اﻝﺴﻔﻴر،
ﻫذا ﻜﺘﺎب ﻹﻗرار اﺴﺘﻼﻤﻨﺎ رﺴﺎﻝﺘﻜم اﻝﻤوﺠﻬﺔ إﻝﻴﻨﺎ ﺒﺘﺎرﻴﺦ  20ﻤﺎﻴو .وأﻋﺘﻘد أﻨﻪ ﻤن اﻝﻤﻔﻴد
اﺴﺘﻌراض اﻝﻤﺤﺎدﺜﺔ اﻝﺘﻰ دارت ﺒﻴﻨﻨﺎ ﻴوم  18ﻤﺎﻴو ،ﻓﻰ ﻀوء اﻝﻤﻨﺎﻗﺸﺎت اﻝﻌدﻴدة اﻝﺘﻰ أﺠرﻴﻨﺎﻫﺎ
ﻋﻠﻰ ﻤدى اﻷﻴﺎم اﻝﻘﻠﻴﻠﺔ اﻝﻤﺎﻀﻴﺔٕ ،واﻴﻤﺎء اﻝﻰ ﺨطﺎﺒﻰ اﻝرﺌﻴس ﺠوﻨﺴون اﻝﻰ رﺌﻴس اﻝوزراء إﺸﻜول
ﻓﻰ  18ﻤﺎﻴو  ،1967وﻓﻰ  21ﻤﺎﻴو  ،1967ﻓﻀﻼ ﻋن ﻤذﻜرة اﻝوﻻﻴﺎت اﻝﻤﺘﺤدة اﻷﻤرﻴﻜﻴﺔ
اﻝﻤؤرﺨﺔ ﻓﻰ  11ﻓﺒراﻴر.1957 ،
وﻤن وﺠﻬﺔ ﻨظرﻨﺎ ،وﻜﻤﺎ ﺴﺒق وذﻜرت ﻝﻜم ﻓﻰ ﻤﺤﺎدﺜﺎﺘﻨﺎ ﺤول ﻫذا اﻝﻤوﻀوع ،ﻓﺈن ﻤﺸﻜﻠﺔ
ﺨﻠﻴﺞ اﻝﻌﻘﺒﺔ ،ﺸﺄﻨﻬﺎ ﺸﺄن ﺠواﻨب أﺨرى ﻤن ﻫذا اﻝوﻀﻊ؛ ﺘﺤﻜﻤﻬﺎ اﻝﺴﻴﺎﺴﺔ اﻝﺘﻰ أﻋرب ﻋﻨﻬﺎ
اﻝرﺌﻴس ﻓﻰ ﺨطﺎﺒﺎﺘﻪ ﻝرﺌﻴس اﻝوزراء إﺸﻜول.
وﻴﺘﻠﺨص ﻤوﻗف اﻝوﻻﻴﺎت اﻝﻤﺘﺤدة ﻓﻰ ﻀرورة ﻤﻌﺎﻝﺠﺔ اﻝﻤﺸﻜﻠﺔ اﻝﺨطﻴرة اﻝﺤﺎﻝﻴﺔ ﺒطرﻴﻘﺔ
وﻴﻔﻀل ﻤن ﺨﻼل اﻷﻤم اﻝﻤﺘﺤدة .وﻨﺤن ﻨﻔﻬم وﻨﻘدر اﻝﻬدوء واﻝﺘﺄﻨﻰ واﻷﺴﻠوب اﻝﻤﺘوازن
ﺴﻠﻤﻴﺔُ ،
اﻝذى اﻨﺘﻬﺠﺘﻪ ﺤﻜوﻤﺘﻜم ﻓﻰ رد ﻓﻌﻠﻬﺎ إزاء ﻫذﻩ اﻷزﻤﺔ اﻷﺨﻴرة.
وﻨﺤن ﻨﺸﺎطرﻜم ﻗﻠﻘﻜم ﺤﻴﺎل اﻝﺘﻘﺎرﻴر اﻝواردة ،واﻝﺘﻰ ﺘﻔﻴد ﺒﺎﺘﺨﺎذ ﻗوات اﻝﺠﻤﻬورﻴﺔ اﻝﻌرﺒﻴﺔ
اﻝﻤﺘﺤدة ﻤواﻗﻊ ﻝﻬﺎ ﻓﻰ ﺸرم اﻝﺸﻴﺦ .وﻝﻌﻠﻜم ﺘﺘذﻜرون أﻨﻨﻰ أﺸرت اﻝﻰ ﺘﻠك اﻝﻤﺴﺄﻝﺔ ،وذﻜرت أن
وﺠود ﻗوات اﻝﺠﻤﻬورﻴﺔ اﻝﻌرﺒﻴﺔ اﻝﻤﺘﺤدة ﻋﻠﻰ أى ﺠزء ﻤن أراﻀﻴﻬﺎ ﻝﻴس إﺠراء ﻏﻴر ﻗﺎﻨوﻨﻰ ﻓﻰ ﺤد
ذاﺘﻪ.
وﻗد أوﻀﺤت اﻝوﻻﻴﺎت اﻝﻤﺘﺤدة ﻤوﻗﻔﻬﺎ ﺒﺸﺄن اﻝوﻀﻊ اﻝدوﻝﻰ ﻝﺨﻠﻴﺞ اﻝﻌﻘﺒﺔ وﻤﻀﻴق ﺘﻴران ﻓﻰ ﻤذﻜرة
ﺤﻜوﻤﺔ اﻝوﻻﻴﺎت اﻝﻤﺘﺤدة اﻝﻤؤرﺨﺔ ﻓﻰ  11ﻓﺒراﻴر  ،1957واﻝﺘﻰ ﺼدرت ﻓﻰ  17ﻓﺒراﻴر ﻤن اﻝﻌﺎم
ﻨﻔﺴﻪ ،واﺴﺘُﺸﻬد ﺒﻬﺎ ﻓﻰ اﻝﺒﻴﺎن اﻝذى أﻝﻘﺎﻩ اﻝﺴﻔﻴر ﻝودج) (1أﻤﺎم اﻝﺠﻤﻌﻴﺔ اﻝﻌﺎﻤﺔ ﻓﻰ أول ﻤﺎرس ﻋﺎم
 ،1957وﻗد أرﻓﻘت طﻴﻪ ﻨﺴﺨﺔ ﻤن ﻫذﻩ اﻝﻤذﻜرة ﻝﻠﻌﻠم.

ـــــــــــــ ــــــــــــــ ــــــــــــــ ــــــــ
) (1ﻫﻨرى ﻜﺎﺒوت ﻝودج ،ﺴﻔﻴر اﻝوﻻﻴﺎت اﻝﻤﺘﺤدة ﻓﻰ اﻷﻤم اﻝﻤﺘﺤدة ﻤن  26ﻴﻨﺎﻴر  1953اﻝﻰ  3ﺴﺒﺘﻤﺒر .1960
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ٕواذا وﻗﻌت أى ﻤﺤﺎوﻝﺔ ﻝﻠﺘدﺨل ﻓﻰ ﺤرﻴﺔ اﻝﻤرور اﻝﺒﺤرى ﻋﺒر اﻝﻤﻀﻴق أو ﻓﻰ اﻝﺨﻠﻴﺞ،
ﻓﺈن ﺤﻜوﻤﺔ اﻝوﻻﻴﺎت اﻝﻤﺘﺤدة ﺘرﻏب ﻓﻰ اﻝﺘﺸﺎور ﻤﺒﺎﺸرة ﻤﻊ ﺤﻜوﻤﺔ اﺴراﺌﻴل ،وﻤﻊ اﻝﺤﻜوﻤﺎت
اﻷﺨرى اﻝﺘﻰ ﺘﺒﻨت وﺠﻬﺔ اﻝﻨظر ﻨﻔﺴﻬﺎ ﻋﺎم 1957؛ ﺒﺸﺄن اﻝﺨطوات اﻝﺘﻰ ﻴﺘﻌﻴن اﺘﺨﺎذﻫﺎ ﻝﻠﺤﻔﺎظ
ﻋﻠﻰ اﻝﺨﻠﻴﺞ ﻤﻔﺘوﺤﺎ .وﻨﺤن ﻨﺘوﻗﻊ ﻤن ﺤﻜوﻤﺔ اﺴراﺌﻴل أن ﺘﻌﻤل ﺠﻨﺒﺎ اﻝﻰ ﺠﻨب ﻤﻊ ﺘﻠك
اﻝﺤﻜوﻤﺎت؛ ﺒﻐﻴﺔ ﻝﻔت اﻨﺘﺒﺎﻩ ﻤﺠﻠس اﻷﻤن اﻷﻤﻤﻰ ﻝﻠﻤﺴﺄﻝﺔ ﻋﻠﻰ اﻝﻔور.
وﺘﻤﻀﻰ ﺤﻜوﻤﺘﻰ ﻗدﻤﺎ ﻓﻰ ﻫذا اﻝﺸﺄن ،ﻜﻤﺎ أوﻀﺢ اﻝرﺌﻴس ﻓﻰ رﺴﺎﻝﺘﻪ اﻝﻰ رﺌﻴس اﻝوزراء
إﺸﻜول ﻴوم  18ﻤﺎﻴو؛ اﺴﺘﻨﺎدا اﻝﻰ أن اﺴراﺌﻴل ﻝن ﺘﺘﺨذ أى إﺠراء ﻋﺴﻜرى ﻤن ﺠﺎﻨب واﺤد ﻓﻰ أى
وﻗتٕ .وان أى ﻋﻤﻠﻴﺎت ﻋﺴﻜرﻴﺔ ﻓﻰ ﻫذا اﻝوﻗت ،ﻗد ﺘﻔﻀﻰ ﻤن وﺠﻬﺔ ﻨظرﻨﺎ اﻝﻰ أﻋﻤﺎل ﻋداﺌﻴﺔ
ﻋﺎﻤﺔ ﻓﻰ اﻝﻤﻨطﻘﺔ ﺒﺄﺴرﻫﺎ .وﻨﺤن ﻤﻘﺘﻨﻌون ﺒﺄن ﻗﻀﻴﺔ ﻤﻀﻴق ﺘﻴران ﻻﺒد ﻤن اﻝﺘﻌﺎﻤل ﻤﻌﻬﺎ
ﺒﺎﻋﺘﺒﺎرﻫﺎ ﻤﺴﺄﻝﺔ دوﻝﻴﺔ.
وﺘﻔﻀﻠوا ﺒﻘﺒول ﻓﺎﺌق اﻻﺤﺘرام،
ﻴوﺠﻴن روﺴﺘو

2

Washington, May 22, 1967.
Dear Mr. Ambassador:
This will acknowledge your letter to
me, delivered on May 20. Harman's
undated letter to Rostow stated that in
their May 18 conversation
(see Document 15), Rostow had
informed Harman that the U.S.
Government was fully aware of the
â€œnature of the agreements between
our two Governments in 1957 relating
to Sharm-el-Sheikh and the straitsâ€ ,
was still â€œmotivated by these
commitmentsâ€ , and regarded the
straits as an international waterway.
He stated that Foreign Minister Eban
and Prime Minister Eshkol welcomed
Rostow's â€œassurancesâ€
regarding the â€œreaffirmation of the
agreement between our two
countriesâ€ , and that he was
therefore instructed to inform Rostow
that Israel would not move against the
Egyptian forces in Sharm-el-Sheikh
unless and until the Egyptians took
2
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action to close the straits. (National
Archives and Records Administration,
RG 59, Central Files 1967â€“69, POL
27â€“2 ARABâ€“ISR) I think it useful
to review our conversation of May 18
in light of our several discussions over
the last few days and President
Johnson's messages to Prime Minister
Eshkol of May 18, 1967, For text of
Johnson's message of May 17,
delivered on May 18, see Document
8. and May 21, 1967, For text of
Johnson's message of May 21,
see Document 30. well as the United
States Memorandum of February 11,
1957. See Document 32 and footnote
6 thereto.
In our view, as I said to you in our talks
on the subject, the problem of the Gulf
of Aqaba, like other aspects of the
situation, is governed by the policy set
forth in the President's letters to Prime
Minister Eshkol.
The United States' position is that the
present grave problem should be
3
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handled in a peaceful manner,
preferably through the United Nations.
We understand and appreciate the
calm and deliberate way in which your
government is reacting to this latest
crisis.
We share your concern about reports
that United Arab Republic troops have
taken up positions at Sharm-el-Sheikh.
You will recall that I pointed out that
the presence of United Arab Republic
troops on United Arab Republic
territory is not in itself illegal.
The United States' position on the
international status of the Gulf of
Aqaba and the Strait of Tiran is set
forth in this government's
memorandum of February 11, 1957,
made public on February 17, and
quoted in Ambassador Lodge's
statement in the General Assembly on
March 1. 1957. I am enclosing a copy
of this memorandum for your
convenience. The attachment is
headed â€œMemorandum of February
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11, 1957.â€ The text consists of the
portion of the published version of the
aide-mÃ©moire quoted in Document
32.
Should there be any attempt to
interfere with free and innocent
passage through the Strait or in the
Gulf, the United States Government
would wish to consult immediately with
the Government of Israel, and with the
other governments which took the
same view in 1957, about steps to
keep the Gulf open. We would expect
the Government of Israel to work
together with those governments to
bring this matter to the immediate
attention of the United Nations
Security Council.
My Government is proceeding in this
matter, as the President made clear in
his letter to Prime Minister Eshkol of
May 18, on the basis that Israel will
take no unilateral military action at any
time. Military operations at this time, in
our view, may well lead to general
6

hostilities in the area. We are
convinced that the issue of the Strait of
Tiran must be handled as an
international matter. The last three
sentences in the May 20 version of
Rostow's letter read as follows:
â€œMy Government will expect Israel
to take no unilateral military action to
open the Straits until all peaceful
means have been fully utilized. It
further believes that since military
activities at this particular point would
be very likely to open up general
hostilities in the area, the issue of the
Strait of Tiran should be handled as an
international matter. In this effort,
Israel will have the full support of the
United States.â€
Yours sincerely,
Eugene V. Rostow
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