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ﺠوﻨﺴون اﻝﻰ إﺸﻜول
ﻴؤﻜد ﻋﻠﻰ أﻤن وﺴﻼﻤﺔ اﺴراﺌﻴل ﻗﺒل اﻝﻌدوان
 3ﻴوﻨﻴﻪ 1967
واﺸﻨطن ﺒﺘﺎرﻴﺦ  3ﻴوﻨﻴو 1967
ﻋزﻴزى اﻝﺴﻴد رﺌﻴس اﻝوزراء،
أﻨﺎ ﻤﻤﺘن ﻝرﺴﺎﻝﺘﻜم اﻝﻤؤرﺨﺔ ﻓﻰ  30ﻤﺎﻴو ،وأﻗدر ﺒﺼﻔﺔ ﺨﺎﺼﺔ اﻝﺼﻤود اﻝذى أﺒداﻩ ﻜل
ﻤن ﺤﻜوﻤﺔ وﺸﻌب اﺴراﺌﻴل ،وﺘﺼﻤﻴﻤﻬﻤﺎ ﻋﻠﻰ اﻝﺤﻔﺎظ ﻋﻠﻰ ﻤوﻗﻔﻬﻤﺎ اﻝﻬﺎدئ واﻝﺤﺎزم وﺴط ﺤﺎﻝﺔ
اﻝﺘوﺘر اﻝﺨطﻴرة اﻝﺘﻰ ﺘﺴود اﻷﺠواء ﺤﺎﻝﻴﺎ .وﻨدرك ﺠﻤﻴﻌﺎ اﻝطﺎﺒﻊ اﻝﻤﺼﻴرى ﻝﻠﺨطوات اﻝﺘﻰ ﻗد
ﻨﺘﺨذﻫﺎ ،وآﻤل أن ﻨواﺼل اﻝﺘﺤرك ﺒﺤزم وﻫدوء ﻨﺤو اﻝﺘوﺼل اﻝﻰ ﺤل ﻤرض ﻝﻸزﻤﺔ.
وﻴﺴﺘﻨد ﻤوﻗﻔﻨﺎ ﻓﻰ ﻫذﻩ اﻷزﻤﺔ اﻝﻰ ﻤﺒدﺌﻴن ﻴﺸﻜﻼن ﻋﻤﺎد اﻝﻤﺼﺎﻝﺢ اﻝوطﻨﻴﺔ اﻝﺤﻴوﻴﺔ
ﻝﻠوﻻﻴﺎت اﻝﻤﺘﺤدة :أوﻝﻬﻤﺎ :ﻫو دﻋم اﻝﺴﻼﻤﺔ اﻹﻗﻠﻴﻤﻴﺔ واﻻﺴﺘﻘﻼل اﻝﺴﻴﺎﺴﻰ ﻝﺠﻤﻴﻊ ﺒﻠدان اﻝﺸرق
اﻷوﺴط ،وﻫو ﻤﺒدأ أﻜدﻩ أرﺒﻌﺔ رؤﺴﺎء أﻤرﻴﻜﻴون ﺤﺘﻰ اﻵن.
وأﻤﺎ اﻝﻤﺒدأ اﻝﺜﺎﻨﻰ :ﻓﻬو اﻝدﻓﺎع ﻋن اﻝﻤﺼﺎﻝﺢ اﻷﺴﺎﺴﻴﺔ ﻝﻠﻤﺠﺘﻤﻊ اﻝدوﻝﻰ ﺒﺄﺴرﻩ ﻓﻰ ﺤرﻴﺔ
اﻝﻤرور ﻋﺒر اﻝﺒﺤﺎر .وﻨﺤن ﻝدﻴﻨﺎ ﺒﺼﻔﺘﻨﺎ دوﻝﺔ ﺒﺤرﻴﺔ راﺌدة ،ﻤﺼﻠﺤﺔ ﺤﻴوﻴﺔ ﻓﻰ دﻋم ﺤرﻴﺔ اﻝﻤﻼﺤﺔ
ﻓﻰ اﻝﺒﺤﺎر ،واﻝﺤق ﻓﻰ اﻝﻤرور ﻋﺒر ﻜﺎﻓﺔ اﻝﻤﻀﺎﻴق ذات اﻝطﺎﺒﻊ اﻝدوﻝﻰ.
وﻜﻤﺎ ﺘﻌﻠﻤون ،ﻓﺈن اﻝوﻻﻴﺎت اﻝﻤﺘﺤدة ﺘﻌﺘﺒر ﺨﻠﻴﺞ اﻝﻌﻘﺒﺔ ﻤﻤ ار ﻤﺎﺌﻴﺎ دوﻝﻴﺎ ،وﺘؤﻤن ﺒﺄن
اﻝﻤﺠﺘﻤﻊ اﻝﺒﺤرى اﻝدوﻝﻰ ﻝﻪ ﻤﺼﻠﺤﺔ ﻜﺒرى ﻓﻰ ﻀﻤﺎن ﺤق اﻝﻤرور ﻋﺒر ﻤﻀﻴق ﺘﻴران وﺨﻠﻴﺞ
اﻝﻌﻘﺒﺔ ،وﻓﻰ اﻝﺤﻔﺎظ ﻋﻠﻰ ﻫذا اﻝﺤق.
وأﻨﺎ ﻋﻠﻰ ﻴﻘﻴن ﻤن أن وزﻴر اﻝﺨﺎرﺠﻴﺔ إﻴﺒﺎن ،أﺒﻠﻐﻜم ﺒﺎﻝﺒﻴﺎن اﻝﺘﺤرﻴرى اﻝذى أﻋددﺘﻪ واﻝذى
اﻗﺘﺒس ﻤﻨﻪ اﻝﺴﻔﻴر ﻫﺎرﻤﺎن ﻤﻼﺤظﺎت أﺜﻨﺎء اﺠﺘﻤﺎﻋﻨﺎ ﻴوم  26ﻤﺎﻴو.
اﻝﻨص اﻝﻜﺎﻤل ﻝﻠﺒﻴﺎن:
"اﻝوﻻﻴﺎت اﻝﻤﺘﺤدة ﻝدﻴﻬﺎ إﺠراءات دﺴﺘورﻴﺔ ﺨﺎﺼﺔ ﺒﻬﺎ ﺘﻌﺘﺒر أﺴﺎس اﻹﺠراءات اﻝت ﺘﺘﺨذﻫﺎ ﻓﻰ
اﻝﻤﺴﺎﺌل اﻝﻤﺘﻌﻠﻘﺔ ﺒﺎﻝﺤرب واﻝﺴﻼم.
وﻝم ُﻴﺤط اﻷﻤﻴن اﻝﻌﺎم ﻤﺠﻠس اﻷﻤن اﻝدوﻝﻰ ﺒﻌد ﻋﻠﻤﺎ ﺒﺎﻝﻤﺴﺄﻝﺔ ،وﻝم ﻴﺒت اﻝﻤﺠﻠس ﺒﻌد
ﻓﻴﻤﺎ ﻴﻤﻜﻨﻪ أو ﻻ ﻴﻤﻜﻨﻪ اﻝﻘﻴﺎم ﺒﻪ ،وﻓﻰ اﻹﺠراءات اﻝﺘﻰ ﻫو ﻋﻠﻰ اﺴﺘﻌداد ﻻﺘﺨﺎذﻫﺎ  ،رﻏم أن
اﻝوﻻﻴﺎت اﻝﻤﺘﺤدة ﺴوف ﺘﻤﺎرس ﻀﻐطﺎ ﻋﻠﻰ اﻷﻤم اﻝﻤﺘﺤدة ﻻﺘﺨﺎذ إﺠراء ﻓورى.
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وﻗد ﺴﺒق وأﻋﻠﻨت ﺨﻼل اﻷﺴﺒوع اﻝﺠﺎرى ﻋن وﺠﻬﺎت ﻨظرﻨﺎ ﺒﺸﺄن ﺴﻼﻤﺔ اﺴراﺌﻴل
وﻤﻀﻴق ﺘﻴران .وﺒﺎﻝﻨﺴﺒﺔ ﻝﻠﻤﻀﻴق ،ﻓﺈﻨﻨﺎ ﻨﻨوى اﻻﺴﺘﻤرار ﺒﻜل ﻗوة ﻓﻰ ﺘﺄﻜﻴد اﻝﺘداﺒﻴر اﻝﺘﻰ ﻴﻤﻜن
ﻝﻠﻘوى اﻝﺒﺤرﻴﺔ اﺘﺨﺎذﻫﺎ؛ ﺒﻐﻴﺔ ﻓﺘﺤﻪ ،واﻝﺘﻰ ﺘﺘﻠﺨص ﻓﻰ اﻝﺴﻌﻰ ﺒﻌزﻴﻤﺔ وﻗوة ﻝﻠﺘوﺼل اﻝﻰ ﺘداﺒﻴر
ﻴﻤﻜن ﻝﻠدول اﻝﺒﺤرﻴﺔ اﺘﺨﺎذﻫﺎ؛ ﻤن أﺠل ﻀﻤﺎن ﺒﻘﺎء ﻤﻀﻴق ﺘﻴران وﺨﻠﻴﺞ اﻝﻌﻘﺒﺔ ﻤﻔﺘوﺤﻴن أﻤﺎم
اﻝﺴﻔن ﻤن ﺠﻤﻴﻊ اﻝدول ،ﺒﻐﻴﺔ اﻝﻤرور اﻝﺤر ﺒﻤﺎ ﻻ ﻴﻤس اﻝﺴﻠم واﻝﻨظﺎم واﻷﻤن ﻓﻰ اﻝدوﻝﺔ اﻝﺴﺎﺤﻠﻴﺔ.
وﻻ ﺒد ﻝﻰ ﻤن اﻝﺘﺄﻜﻴد ﻋﻠﻰ ﻀرورة ﻋدم ﺘورﻴط اﺴراﺌﻴل ﻨﻔﺴﻬﺎ ﻓﻰ ﺘﺤﻤل اﻝﻤﺴؤول ﻋن ﺒدء
اﻷﻋﻤﺎل اﻝﻌداﺌﻴﺔ .وﻝن ﺘﻘف اﺴراﺌﻴل وﺤدﻫﺎ ﻤﺎ ﻝم ﺘﻘرر أن ﺘﻤﻀﻰ ﺒﻤﻔردﻫﺎ ،وﻻ ﻴﻤﻜﻨﻨﺎ أن ﻨﺘﺼور
أﻨﻬﺎ ﺴﺘﺘﺨذ ﻗ ار ار ﻜﻬذا".
وﻗد ﺸرﺤت ﻝﻠﺴﻴد إﻴﺒﺎن أﻨﻨﻰ أرﻏب ﻓﻰ اﻝﺤﻔﺎظ ﻋﻠﻰ ﺴﻼﻤﺔ اﻷراﻀﻰ اﻻﺴراﺌﻴﻠﻴﺔ
ﺒﺎﻹﻀﺎﻓﺔ اﻝﻰ ﺴﻼﻤﺔ اﻝدول اﻷﺨرى ﻓﻰ ﻫذﻩ اﻝﻤﻨطﻘﺔ ﻤن اﻝﻌﺎﻝم ،وأﻜدت ﻝﻪ أﻨﻨﻰ ﺴوف أوﻓر اﻝدﻋم
اﻷﻤرﻴﻜﻰ اﻝﻔﻌﺎل ﻗدر اﻹﻤﻜﺎن ﻝﻠﺤﻔﺎظ ﻋﻠﻰ ﺴﻼﻤﺔ وﺤرﻴﺔ أﻤﺘﻜم واﻝﻤﻨطﻘﺔ ﺒﺄﺴرﻫﺎ.
وأﻜدت أﻴﻀﺎ ﻋﻠﻰ ﻀرورة اﻝﻌﻤل ﺒﺎﻝﺘﻀﺎﻓر ﻤﻊ دول أﺨرى ،وﻻ ﺴﻴﻤﺎ اﻝدول اﻝﺘﻰ ﻝدﻴﻬﺎ
ﻤﺼﺎﻝﺢ ﺒﺤرﻴﺔ ﻗوﻴﺔ .وﻜﻤﺎ ﺘﻔﻬﻤون وﻜﻤﺎ ﺸرﺤت ﻝﻠﺴﻴد إﻴﺒﺎن ،ﻝن ﻴﻜون ﻤن اﻝﺤﻜﻤﺔ وﻻ ﻤن اﻝﻤﺠد
ﻓﻰ ﺸﺊ ﺒﺎﻝﻨﺴﺒﺔ ﻝﻰ ،أن أﺘﺨذ أى إﺠراء دون اﻝﺘﺸﺎور اﻝﻜﺎﻤل ﻤﻊ اﻝﻜوﻨﻐرس ودون اﻝﺤﺼول
ﻋﻠﻰ ﺘﺄﻴﻴدﻩ .وﻨﺤن اﻵن ﺒﺼدد ﻋﻤﻠﻴﺔ ﺘﺸﺎور ﻋﺎﺠﻠﺔ ﻤﻊ اﻝﻘﺎدة داﺨل أروﻗﺔ اﻝﻜوﻨﻐرس وﻜذﻝك ﻤﻊ
ﻜﺎﻓﺔ أﻋﻀﺎﺌﻪ.
وﻨﺤن ﻤﻨﺨرطون اﻵن أﻴﻀﺎ ﻓﻰ ﺠﻬود داﺨل اﻷﻤم اﻝﻤﺘﺤدة ،وﻨﺒذل ﻜل ﻤﺎ ﺒوﺴﻌﻨﺎ ﻝﻠﺘﺤرك
ﻤن ﺨﻼﻝﻬﺎ .
ٕواﻨﻨﺎ ﻨدرك اﻝﺼﻌوﺒﺎت اﻝﺘﻰ ﺘﻜﺘﻨف ﻤﺤﺎوﻝﺔ ﻜﻔﺎﻝﺔ إﺠراءات ﺒﻨﺎءة داﺨل ﻤﺠﻠس اﻷﻤن،
وﻝﻜﻨﻨﺎ ﻤﻘﺘﻨﻌون ﺒﺄن اﻝﻤﻨظﻤﺔ اﻝﻌﺎﻝﻤﻴﺔ اﻝﺘﻰ ﻝﻌﺒت ﻋﻠﻰ ﻤدى اﻝﻌﻘد اﻝﻤﺎﻀﻰ دو ار رﺌﻴﺴﻴﺎ ﻓﻰ ﻤﻨطﻘﺔ
اﻝﺸرق اﻷوﺴط ،ﻴﺠب أن ﺘﺒذل ﺠﻬدا ﺤﻘﻴﻘﻴﺎ ﻝﻼﻀطﻼع ﺒﺎﻝﻤﺴؤوﻝﻴﺎت اﻝﻤﻠﻘﺎة ﻋﻠﻰ ﻋﺎﺘﻘﻬﺎ ﻤن أﺠل
اﻝﺤﻔﺎظ ﻋﻠﻰ اﻝﺴﻼم.
وﻨﺤن ﻤﺎﻀون ﻗدﻤﺎ ﻓﻰ ﺠﻬودﻨﺎ اﻝدﺒﻠوﻤﺎﺴﻴﺔ ﺒﺎﻝﺘﻨﺴﻴق ﻤﻊ اﻝﻤﻤﻠﻜﺔ اﻝﻤﺘﺤدة وﻤﻊ اﻝﻤﻤﺜﻠﻴن
اﻝدﺒﻠوﻤﺎﺴﻴﻴن ﻝﺒﻼدﻜم؛ ﻤن أﺠل ﺘﺄﻤﻴن اﺴﺘﺼدار إﻋﻼن ﺘؤﻜد ﻓﻴﻪ اﻝﻘوى اﻝﺒﺤرﻴﺔ اﻝرﺌﻴﺴﻴﺔ ﺤق
اﻝﻤرور ﻋﺒر ﻤﻀﻴق ﺘﻴران وﺨﻠﻴﺞ اﻝﻌﻘﺒﺔ .وﻗد ﺴﻠﻤت ﺴﻔﻴر ﺒﻼدﻜم ﻨﺴﺨﺔ ﻤن ﻫذا اﻹﻋﻼن ،اﻝذى
ﻴﻤﻜن أن ﻴﺸﻜل ﺨطوة ﻫﺎﻤﺔ ﻓﻴﻤﺎ ﻴﺘﻌﻠق ﺒﺎﻹﺠراءات داﺨل ﻤﺠﻠس اﻷﻤن ،وﻜذﻝك ﻓﻰ ﺤﺎﻝﺔ ﻝم ﺘﻜﻠل
ﺘﻠك اﻹﺠراءات ﺒﺎﻝﻨﺠﺎح اﻝﻤرﺠو.
وﻨﺤن ﻨﺒﺤث أﻴﻀﺎ ﺒﺼورة ﻋﺎﺠﻠﺔ ،اﻗﺘراﺤﺎ ﺒرﻴطﺎﻨﻴﺎ ﻝﺘوطﻴد وﺠود ﺒﺤرى دوﻝﻰ ﻓﻰ ﻤﻨطﻘﺔ
ﻤﻀﻴق ﺘﻴران.
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وﻜﻤﺎ ذﻜرت ﻝﻠﺴﻴد إﻴﺒﺎن ،ﻫﻨﺎك ﺸك ﻓﻰ اﺴﺘﻌداد ﻋدد آﺨر ﻤن اﻝﻘوى اﻝﺒﺤرﻴﺔ أو رﻏﺒﺘﻬﺎ
ﻓﻰ اﺘﺨﺎذ ﺨطوات ﻤن ﻫذا اﻝﻘﺒﻴل ،ﻤﺎ ﻝم ﺘُﺴﺘﻨﻔد ﻜﺎﻓﺔ اﻹﺠراءات اﻝﻤﻤﻜﻨﺔ ﻤن ﺨﻼل اﻷﻤم اﻝﻤﺘﺤدة.
وﻴﺠب ﻤن ﺜم أن ﻨﺴﺘﻤر ﻓﻰ ﺤﺸد اﻝدﻋم اﻝدوﻝﻰ ﻓﻰ إطﺎر ﻫذا اﻝﺠﻬد.
وﺘﺠدر اﻹﺸﺎرة اﻝﻰ أن ﻗﻴﺎدﺘﻨﺎ ﻤﺘﻔﻘﺔ ﺒﺎﻹﺠﻤﺎع ﻋﻠﻰ أن اﻝوﻻﻴﺎت اﻝﻤﺘﺤدة ﻻ ﻴﻨﺒﻐﻰ أن
ﺘﺘﺤرك ﺒﻤﻌزل ﻋن اﻝﻌﺎﻝم.
وأﻤﺎ ﺒﺎﻝﻨﺴﺒﺔ ﻝﻤﺴﺄﻝﺔ اﻝﺘﻨﺴﻴق واﻻﺘﺼﺎﻻت ،أﻋﺘﻘد أﻨﻨﺎ ﻴﻤﻜن أن ﻨﺼﻘل ﻋﻼﻗﺎﺘﻨﺎ ﻓﻰ ﻫذا
اﻝﺼدد ،وﻗد ﺘﺒﺎدﻝﻨﺎ وﺠﻬﺎت اﻝﻨظر ﺒﺸﻜل ﻜﺎﻤل ﻤﻊ اﻝﺠﻨرال ﻋﻤﻴت ،وﺴﻨﺒﻘﻰ ﻋﻠﻰ ﺘواﺼل ﻤﺴﺘﻤر
ﻤﻊ اﻝﺴﻔﻴر ﻫﺎرﻴﻤﺎن واﻝوزﻴر إﻴﻔرون ﻫﻨﺎ ﻓﻰ واﺸﻨطن ،وﻨﺤن ﻨﻘدر ﻜﺜﻴ ار ﻫذا اﻝﺘواﺼل ﺤﻴث
ﻨﺴﺘطﻴﻊ ﻤن ﺨﻼﻝﻪ وﻤن ﺨﻼل اﻝﺴﻔﻴر ﺒﺎرﺒور ﻓﻰ ﺘل أﺒﻴب ﺘﺒﺎدل وﺠﻬﺎت اﻝﻨظر ﻤﻊ ﺤﻜوﻤﺔ
اﺴراﺌﻴل.
ﻤﻊ ﺘﺤﻴﺎﺘﻰ وأﺨﻠص ﺘﻤﻨﻴﺎﺘﻰ،
ﻝﻴﻨدون ﺠوﻨﺴون
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139. Letter From President
Johnson to Prime Minister
Eshkol Source: Johnson
Library, National Security File,
Country File, Middle East
Crisis, Vol. III. Secret. Rostow
sent a draft letter, drafted by
Battle and Sisco, with his
handwritten revisions to the
President at 7:25 p.m. on June
2. Johnson marked his
approval on Rostow's covering
memorandum. (Ibid.) Rostow
sent him the letter for
signature with a covering
memorandum on June 3 at
2:50 p.m., noting that he
understood Johnson wanted
to read it again before it was
sent and adding, “It may be
urgent that we put this letter
1
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on record soon.” (Ibid.) The
final letter includes additional
revisions, which, according to
a handwritten note by Harold
H. Saunders, were given to
him by the President on the
telephone on the afternoon of
June 3. (Ibid., NSC Histories,
Middle East Crisis) A copy of
the draft with Saunders'
handwritten revisions is filed
ibid., Memos to the President,
Walt Rostow, Vol. 30. A
handwritten note on the letter
states that it was sent to the
Department of State at 4:30
p.m.
Washington, June 3, 1967.
Dear Mr. Prime Minister:
I am grateful for your letter of May
30. SeeDocument 102. I appreciate
particularly the steadfastness with
2
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which the Government and people of
Israel have maintained a posture of
resolution and calm in a situation of
grave tension.All of us understand how
fateful the steps we take may be. I
hope we can continue to move firmly
and calmly toward a satisfactory
solution.
Our position in this crisis rests on two
principles which are vital national
interests of the United States. The first
is that we support the territorial
integrity and political independence of
all of the countries of the Middle East.
This principle has now been affirmed
by four American Presidents. The
second is our defense of the basic
interest of the entire world community
in the freedom of the seas. As a
leading maritime nation, we have a
vital interest in upholding freedom of
the seas, and the right of passage
through straits of an international
character.
6

As you know, the United States
considers the Gulf of Aqaba to be an
international waterway and believes
that the entire international maritime
community has a substantial interest in
assuring that the right of passage
through the Strait of Tiran and Gulf is
maintained.
I am sure Foreign Minister Eban has
reported to you the written statement
which I had prepared and from which
Ambassador Harman made notes
during our meeting of May
26. See Document 77. The full text of
that statement is as follows:
“The United States has its own
constitutional processes which are
basic to its action on matters involving
war and peace. The Secretary General
has not yet reported to the UN Security
Council and the Council has not yet
demonstrated what it may or may not
be able or willing to do although the
United States will press for prompt
action in the UN.
3
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“I have already publicly stated this
week our views on the safety of Israel
and on the Strait of Tiran. Regarding
the Strait, we plan to pursue vigorously
the measures which can be taken by
maritime nations to assure that the
Strait and Gulf remain open to free and
innocent passage of the vessels of all
nations.
“I must emphasize the necessity for
Israel not to make itself responsible for
the initiation of hostilities. Israel will not
be alone unless it decides to go alone.
We cannot imagine that it will make
this decision.”
I explained to Mr. Eban, I want to
protect the territorial integrity of Israel
and other nations in that area of the
world and will provide as effective
American support as possible to
preserve the peace and freedom of
your nation and of the area. Before
Saunders added Johnson's revisions,
the first two sentences of this
paragraph read: I told Mr. Eban I could
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not foresee then, and I cannot now
foresee, the specific steps which may
prove desirable and necessary. I
explained that I want to do everything I
can to provide Israel with effective
American support.” I stressed too the
need to act in concert with other
nations, particularly those with strong
maritime interests. As you will
understand and as I explained to Mr.
Eban, it would be unwise as well as
most unproductive for me to act
without the full consultation and
backing of Congress. We are now in
the process of urgently consulting the
leaders of our Congress and
counseling with its membership. Before
Saunders added Johnson's revisions,
the last two sentences of this
paragraph read: “And, as you will
understand, I cannot act at all without
full backing of Congress. I am now in
the process of urgently consulting the
leaders of our Congress.”
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We are now engaged in doing
everything we can through the United
Nations. We recognize the difficulties
of securing constructive action in the
Security Council, but we are convinced
that the world organization, which for
the past decade has played a major
role in the Middle East, must make a
real effort to discharge its
responsibilities for the maintenance of
peace.
We are moving ahead in our
diplomatic efforts, in concert with the
United Kingdom and with your
diplomatic representatives, to secure a
declaration by the principal maritime
powers asserting the right of passage
through the Strait and Gulf. A copy of
this declaration has been given to your
Ambassador. Such a declaration could
be an important step both in relation to
the proceedings in the Security
Council and also in the event those
proceedings do not lead to a
successful outcome.
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We are also exploring on an urgent
basis the British suggestion for the
establishment of an international naval
presence in the area of the Strait of
Tiran. As I said to Mr. Eban, there is
doubt that a number of other maritime
powers would be willing to take steps
of this nature unless and until United
Nations processes have been
exhausted. We must continue our
efforts to mobilize international support
for this effort. Our leadership is
unanimous that the United States
should not move in isolation. Before
Saunders added Johnson's revisions,
the last sentence of this paragraph
read: “I would not wish the United
States to move in isolation.”
On the matter of liaison and
communication, I believe our relations
can be improved. We have completely
and fully exchanged views with
General Amit.
We will remain in continuing
communication with
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Ambassador Harman and Minister
Evron here in Washington and value
greatly the exchanges we are able to
have through them with the
Government of Israel, as well as
through Ambassador Barbour in Tel
Aviv.
Sincerely,
Lyndon B. Johnson
Source: Johnson Library, National
Security File, Country File, Middle East
Crisis, Vol. III. Secret. Rostow sent a
draft letter, drafted by Battle and Sisco,
with his handwritten revisions to the
President at 7:25 p.m. on June 2.
Johnson marked his approval on
Rostow's covering memorandum.
(Ibid.) Rostow sent him the letter for
signature with a covering
memorandum on June 3 at 2:50 p.m.,
noting that he understood Johnson
wanted to read it again before it was
sent and adding, “It may be urgent that
we put this letter on record soon.”
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(Ibid.) The final letter includes
additional revisions, which, according
to a handwritten note by Harold H.
Saunders, were given to him by the
President on the telephone on the
afternoon of June 3. (Ibid., NSC
Histories, Middle East Crisis) A copy of
the draft with Saunders' handwritten
revisions is filed ibid., Memos to the
President, Walt Rostow, Vol. 30. A
handwritten note on the letter states
that it was sent to the Department of
State at 4:30 p.m.
See Document 102.
See Document 77.
Before Saunders added Johnson's
revisions, the first two sentences of
this paragraph read: I told Mr. Eban I
could not foresee then, and I cannot
now foresee, the specific steps which
may prove desirable and necessary. I
explained that I want to do everything I
can to provide Israel with effective
American support.”
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Before Saunders added Johnson's
revisions, the last two sentences of
this paragraph read: “And, as you will
understand, I cannot act at all without
full backing of Congress. I am now in
the process of urgently consulting the
leaders of our Congress.”
Before Saunders added Johnson's
revisions, the last sentence of this
paragraph read: “I would not wish the
United States to move in isolation.”
5

6

14

