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ﺠوﻨﺴون اﻝﻰ إﺸﻜول ﻋن ﺴﺒﺎق اﻝﺘﺴﻠﺢ ﻓﻰ اﻝﺸرق اﻷوﺴط
 20ﻓﺒراﻴر 1964
ﻋزﻴزى اﻝﺴﻴد رﺌﻴس اﻝوزراء،
ﻴﺴﻌدﻨﻰ أن ﺘﺘﺎح ﻝﻨﺎ اﻝﻔرﺼﺔ ﻓﻰ اﻝﻘرﻴب ﻝﻤﻨﺎﻗﺸﺔ ﻤﺼﺎﻝﺤﻨﺎ وﺸواﻏﻠﻨﺎ اﻝﻤﺸﺘرﻜﺔ ،وأؤﻜد ﻝﻜم أن
ﻤوﻋدى  1و 2ﻴوﻨﻴو ﻤﻨﺎﺴﺒﺎن ﻝﻰ ﺘﻤﺎﻤﺎ.
وأود أﻴﻀﺎ أن أﺸﻜرﻜم ﻋﻠﻰ اﻝﺘرﺤﻴب اﻝﺤﺎر اﻝذى أﺒدﻴﺘﻤوﻩ ﻝﻠرﻗﻴب )ﺴﺎرﺠﻨت( ﺸراﻴﻔر ﺨﻼل
زﻴﺎرﺘﻪ اﻷﺨﻴرة ﻻﺴراﺌﻴل .وﻗد أﺨﺒرﻨﻰ ﺒﻌﺒﺎرات ﻤﻤﻠؤة ﺒﺎﻝﺘوﻫﺞ ﻋن ﺤﺴن اﻝﻀﻴﺎﻓﺔ اﻝﺘﻰ ﺘﻠﻘﺎﻫﺎ ،ﻜﻤﺎ أﺒدى
إﻋﺠﺎﺒﺎ ﺸدﻴدا ﺒﺄﻋﻤﺎل اﻝﻤﺴﺎﻋدة اﻝﺘﻘﻨﻴﺔ اﻝﺘﻰ ﻗﻤﺘم ﺒﻬﺎ ،واﺴﺘﻤﺘﻊ ﺒﺸﻜل ﺨﺎص ﺒﻠﻘﺎﺌﻪ ﻤﻌﻜم.
ﺘﻔﻜﻴر ﻤﺘﺄﻨﻴﺎ ودﻗﻴﻘﺎ ﻝﻠﺸواﻏل اﻝﺘﻰ أﻋرﺒﺘم ﻋﻨﻬﺎ ﺒﺸﺄن اﻻﺤﺘﻴﺎﺠﺎت
ا
وﻜﻤﺎ ﺘﻌﻠﻤون ،ﻓﻘد أوﻝﻴﻨﺎ
اﻷﻤﻨﻴﺔ ﻻﺴراﺌﻴل .وﻴﻤﻜﻨﻨﺎ أن ﻨﺘﻔﻬم ﻋﻠﻰ وﺠﻪ اﻝﺘﺤدﻴد ﻤﺎ ﻴﺜﻴر ﻗﻠﻘﻜم إزاء اﻝﺨﻠل اﻝﻤﺘزاﻴد ﻓﻰ ﻤﺴﺘوى
ﻤﺒرر ﻝﺸﻌورﻜم ﺒوﺠوب اﺘﺨﺎذﻜم ﺨطوات ﻝﺘﺤدﻴث ﻗوات
ا
اﻝﺘﺴﻠﺢ ﺒﻴن اﺴراﺌﻴل واﻝﻌرب ،وأن ﻨﻠﺘﻤس
اﻝدﺒﺎﺒﺎت اﻻﺴراﺌﻴﻠﻴﺔ واﻝدﻓﺎﻋﺎت اﻝﻤﻀﺎدة ﻝﻠدﺒﺎﺒﺎت .وﻨﺤن ﻋﻠﻰ أﺘم اﺴﺘﻌداد ﻝﻤﻨﺎﻗﺸﺔ ﻫذﻩ اﻝﻤﺸﻜﻠﺔ ﻤﻌﻜم
ﺒﻤزﻴد ﻤن اﻝﺘﻔﺼﻴل.
وﻨﺤن ﻤﻨزﻋﺠون ﻓﻰ اﻝوﻗت ﻨﻔﺴﻪ ،ﻤن أن اﻝﺨطوات اﻷﺨرى اﻝﺘﻰ ﻗد ﺘﻔﻜر اﺴراﺌﻴل ﻓﻰ
ﺴرع ﺒوﺘﻴرة ﺴﺒﺎق اﻝﺘﺴﻠﺢ داﺨل اﻝﻤﻨطﻘﺔ دون داع ،ودون أن ﻴﺴﺎﻫم ذﻝك ﻓﻰ
اﺘﺨﺎذﻫﺎ ﻗد ﺘﺴﺎﻫم ﻓﻰ اﻹ ا
ﺘﻌزﻴز أﻤﻨﻜم ﻓﻰ واﻗﻊ اﻷﻤر .وﻴﺒدو أن ﻝدﻴﻨﺎ ﺘﻘدﻴرات ﻤﺨﺘﻠﻔﺔ ﺘﻤﺎﻤﺎ ﻤن ﺒﻴن أﻤور أﺨرى ،ﻓﻴﻤﺎ ﻴﺘﻌﻠق
ﺒﺎﻝﺘﻬدﻴد اﻝﻤرﺠﺢ اﻝذى ﺘﺸﻜﻠﻪ ﺼوارﻴﺦ اﻝﺠﻤﻬورﻴﺔ اﻝﻌرﺒﻴﺔ اﻝﻤﺘﺤدة ،واﻝﺘﻜﺎﻝﻴف واﻝﻤﺨﺎطر اﻝﻤﺤﺘﻤﻠﺔ
ﻝﻠﺴﺒل اﻝﻤﺨﺘﻠﻔﺔ اﻝﺘﻰ ﻴﻤﻜن ﺒﻬﺎ اﻝﺘﻌﺎﻤل ﻤﻊ ﺘﻠك اﻝﻤﺴﺄﻝﺔ .وﻨظ ار ﻝﻠرواﺒط اﻝﺨﺎﺼﺔ ﺒﻴﻨﻨﺎ وﺒﻴن أﻤن
اﺴراﺌﻴل ،ﻓﺈﻨﻨﻰ أﺸﻌر أﻴﻀﺎ أن ﻫذﻩ اﻝﻤﺴﺎﺌل ذات اﻫﺘﻤﺎم ﻤﺸﺘرك ﻤﺸروع ،وأﻨﻬﺎ ﺘﺴﺘﺤق ﻤﻨﺎﻗﺸﺔ
ﺼرﻴﺤﺔ.
وﻜﻤﺎ ﻨدرك ﻜﻠﻴﻨﺎ ﺠﻴدا ﻋﻠﻰ ﺤد ﺴواء ،ﻓﺈﻨﻨﺎ ﻨواﺠﻪ ﻋددا ﻤن اﻝﻘﻀﺎﻴﺎ ﻓﻰ اﻝﻌﺎم اﻝﺠﺎرى ﺘﺘطﻠب
ﻤن اﻝوﻻﻴﺎت اﻝﻤﺘﺤدة اﺴﺘﺜﻤﺎر ﺠﻬود ﻀﺨﻤﺔ ﻝدﻋم اﺴراﺌﻴل .وﻤن ﺒﻴن ﺘﻠك اﻝﻘﻀﺎﻴﺎ ،اﻝﺴﻴطرة ﻋﻠﻰ ﻤﻴﺎﻩ
اﻷردن ،وﺘﺸﻐﻴل ﻤﻔﺎﻋل دﻴﻤوﻨﺔ ،واﻝﻤﺸﻜﻼت ذات اﻝﺼﻠﺔ ﺒﺄﻤن اﺴراﺌﻴل ،وﺴﺒﺎق اﻝﺘﺴﻠﺢ ﻓﻰ اﻝﺸرق
اﻷدﻨﻰ.
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وﻴﺠب ﻋﻠﻴﻨﺎ أن ﻨﻌﻤل ﻤﻌﺎ ﻝﻠﺤد ﻤن اﻝﺘداﻋﻴﺎت ﻏﻴر اﻝﻤرﻏوب ﻓﻴﻬﺎ ،ووﻀﻊ ﺨطوات ﻝﺘﺠﻨب
اﻝزﻴﺎدة ﻏﻴر اﻝﻀرورﻴﺔ ﻓﻰ اﺴﺘﻌداء اﻝﻌرب ،ﻤﻊ ﻤﺎ ﻴﺘرﺘب ﻋﻠﻰ ذﻝك ﻤن إﻀﻌﺎف ﻝﻠﻘوى اﻝﻤﻌﺘدﻝﺔٕ .وان
ﻨﻔوذ اﻝوﻻﻴﺎت اﻝﻤﺘﺤدة ﻤﻊ اﻝﻌرب ﻋﻠﻰ اﻝﻤﺤك ،وﻨﺤن ﻨﻌﺘﺒر ذﻝك ﻤﻜوﻨﺎ أﺴﺎﺴﻴﺎ ﻝﻘدرﺘﻨﺎ ﻋﻠﻰ اﻝﻤﺴﺎﻋدة
ﻓﻰ ﺘﺤﻘﻴق أى ﺘﺤﺴن ﻓﻰ اﻝﻌﻼﻗﺎت ﺒﻴن اﺴراﺌﻴل وﺠﻴراﻨﻬﺎ.
وأﻨﺎ واﺜق ﻤن أﻨﻨﺎ ﺴﻨرﻏب ﻓﻰ ﻤﻨﺎﻗﺸﺔ ﻫذﻩ اﻷﻤور ﻜﻠﻬﺎ ﻋﻨدﻤﺎ ﻨﺠﺘﻤﻊ ،واﻝﻰ أن ﻴﺤﻴن ذﻝك
آﻤل أن ﻴﺘﻤﻜن ﺸﻌﺒﻜم وﺸﻌﺒﻨﺎ ﻤن اﻝﺘﻌﺒﻴر ﻋن ﺘﻠك اﻝﻤﺴﺎﺌل ﺒﻜل ﺼراﺤﺔ وﺤرﻴﺔ ،ﻤن أﺠل اﻝﺘﻘرﻴب
ﺒﻴن ﻨﻘﺎط اﻝﺨﻼف .واﺴﻤﺤوا ﻝﻰ ﻓﻰ ﻏﻀون ذﻝك ،أن أؤﻜد ﻝﻜم ﻤﺠددا أن ﻤﺨﺎوﻓﻜم اﻷﻤﻨﻴﺔ اﻝﺤﻘﻴﻘﻴﺔ
واﻝﺘﻰ ﻫﻰ ﻓﻰ اﻝﺼﻤﻴم ﻻ ﺘزال اﻝﻰ ﺤد ﻜﺒﻴر ﻓﻰ أذﻫﺎﻨﻨﺎ ،وﻨﺘﻤﻨﻰ ﺒﺎﻝطﺒﻊ أن ﻨظل ﻋﻠﻰ ﺘواﺼل ﺤﺜﻴث
وﻋن ﻗرب ﺒﺸﺄن أى ﺘطورات ﻫﺎﻤﺔ ﻗد ﺘؤﺜر ﻋﻠﻰ اﻝوﻀﻊ ﻓﻰ اﺴراﺌﻴل.
ﻤﻊ ﺨﺎﻝص اﻝﺘﻘدﻴر،
ﻝﻴﻨدون ﺠوﻨﺴون
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14. Telegram From the Department of State to the Embassy in
Israel11. Source: National Archives and Records Administration,
RG 59, Central Files 1964–66, POL 15–1 ISR. Secret; Exdis. Drafted
by Talbot, Russell, and Komer; cleared by Davies, Jernegan, and
Komer; and approved by Talbot. An attached February 20 note
from Komer to S/S states that the letter was approved by the
President.
Washington, February 20, 1964, 8:23 p.m.
734. Verbatim Text.
Please deliver following letter from President to Prime Minister Eshkol:
“Dear Mr. Prime Minister:
“I am delighted that you and I will soon have an opportunity to discuss our mutual
interests and problems. The dates of June 1 and 2 would suit me well.
“I also want to thank you for the warm welcome given Sargent Shriver during his recent
visit to Israel. He has told me in glowing terms of the hospitality he received. He was
much impressed with the technical assistance work your people have undertaken, and
he particularly enjoyed his meeting with you.
“As you know, we have been giving careful thought to your expressed concerns about
Israel's security needs. In particular we can understand your worries over the growing
imbalance between Israeli and Arab armor, and can see the justification for your feeling
that you must take steps to modernize Israel's tank forces and anti-tank defenses. We
are fully prepared to discuss this problem further with you.
“At the same time we are disturbed lest other steps which Israel may contemplate taking
may unnecessarily contribute to a heightened arms race in the region without in fact
contributing to your security. Among other things, we seem to have quite different
estimates with respect to the likely UAR missile threat, and the potential costs and risks
of various ways of meeting it. Because of our own link to Israel's security, I feel that
these matters too are of legitimate mutual concern and merit frank discussion.
“As you and I are both so well aware, we face a number of issues this year that will
demand a heavy investment of United States effort in support of Israel. Among them are
the Jordan waters off-take, the activation of the Dimona reactor, and the related
problems of Israel's security and the Near East arms race. We must work together to
minimize undesirable repercussions and devise steps to avoid unnecessary increases in
Arab antagonism, with the consequent weakening of the forces of moderation. At stake
is United States influence with the Arabs, which we see as an essential component of
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our ability to help bring about any improvement in the relations between Israel and its
neighbors.
“I am sure we will want to discuss all these matters when we meet. Pending our meeting,
I hope that your people and mine can air them frankly and freely so as to narrow down
any points of difference. In the meantime let me assure you again that your genuine
security concerns remain very much in our minds, and we of course wish to keep in
closest touch about any significant developments that might affect Israel's situation.
“Sincerely,
“Lyndon B. Johnson”
In connection foregoing you should stress to Prime Minister importance Rowen mission
discussions of military problems flowing from November 12–13, 1963 talks.22.
Ambassador Barbour delivered the letter to Prime Minister Eshkol on February 21; see
Document 17.
Ball
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Source: National Archives and Records Administration, RG 59, Central Files 1964–66,
POL 15–1 ISR. Secret; Exdis. Drafted by Talbot, Russell, and Komer; cleared by Davies,
Jernegan, and Komer; and approved by Talbot. An attached February 20 note from
Komer to S/S states that the letter was approved by the President.
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Ambassador Barbour delivered the letter to Prime Minister Eshkol on February 21; see
Document 17.
http://history.state.gov/historicaldocuments/frus1964-68v18/d14
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