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Unofficial Translation

Dear President Kennedy,

Urged by three factors which preoccupy my
mind and rouse my enxlety, I find it imperative in
such delicate c¢cirumstances, that I should write to

you.

Mrst, we bhave the painful tragedy in the
Congo which following the barbarous crime of the
murder ol Fatrice Lumumba has led the country to
the brink of eivil war. Whatever the circumstan-
ces, bthis should be avoided, considering the ensuing
dangers that would threaten the satfety of the
Jongolese people, that of the African peoples as

a whole as well as endanger world peaca.

Secondly, there ls the crucial position

to which the United Nations activities in the Congo

of




are reduced, and the loss of fthe grand hopes we
attached to this experiment wiich, at the outset,
seemed promising and tracing & new trend for the
progress of nations which hed wmiseed the opport-
unity of development, giving them assistance devoid
of imperialist greed and guiding them towards a

better future.

Here, it is ilmportant that we all discrim-
inate between the errors committed in the name of
the United Hautions and under its banner, and what
this organisation represents in the way of peace

based on justice, to all peoples.

In the circumstances, we all have to make
a serious and sincere attempt to restore the pres-

tige and respect of this organisation which, in
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our mind, represents the only hope for peace in our

present generation.

Thirdly, the shock suffered by the African
peoples looking forward to the realisation of their
hope after a long period of imperialist darkness,
calls for an immediate and sincere amendment. de
should not allow the effects of the bitterness felt
by those peoples who followed with mixed feelings of
grief and anger, what happened to the independence
of the Congo, now threatened with loss, and what
befell 1ts legitimate Government, representing its
Farliament = that same government which took upon
itself the responsibility of calling the United
Nationa for help — we should not allow the effects
of such bitternese to drive the people of Africa
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- who less than a year ago, thought they had seen
light . to desperate darkness that could have serious

repercussions.

#ith those three considerations in mind and
urged by their anticipated effects, I thought it comm-
endable in such c¢ircumetances, to acquaint you with my

opinion.

- Firat -
Regarding the Conge tragedy itself, I believe
the following steps ave vital, if not imperative :
A = A prompt and overall investigation should
be conducted into =ll that has happensdin the Congo

from the day of independence until the recent painful

developments. Thig is important tc put things right.
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There is no room in here, Ffor the excuse that in the
opinion of the Leopoldville and Blizabethville author-
ities the problem in internal. What has happened in
the Congo is a world and not a local responsibility.
The United HNations misesion in the Congo ig in itsely,
proof of that world responsibility, although in my

opinion, the matter needs no proof,

Haturalliy, the lnvestigation will be coupled
with the necessary measures tuat ensure lts justice,
énd that thie investigation would nave effects com=
patible with its results in conformity with the univ-

ersality of its responsibility.

B - 1 believe, the proposed investigation
should be conducted by a neutral body nominated by
the Security Counoil or by the United Nations General
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Assembly. There is no doubt that the representation
of the African and Asian countries - particularly

those of them which are non-aligned .. on the committee
and in e cleayr way would consolidate the committee

and its mission and give weight to the results obtained

through the investigation of the events alone.

¢ - If the Security Council should be unable
through ite present discussions, to pass resolutions
garanteeing the independence of the Congo and ite
territorial integrity, resclutions ensuring the oust-
ing of the Belglan treops and the disarmement of the
armed elements to put an end to the rule of gangs in
the Congo and tnen to reorganise the vational army
on a sound basis, we believe that a special and

vrgent session of the General Assembly should be
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held to examine this case.

- Second -

Regarding the United Nations crisis, I take
the liberty of repeating to you what I have already
discussed with your predecessor, former President
General Dwight Bisenhower, when I had the opportun-
ity of weeting him in New York in September lust, in
1960, during my participation in the activities of the
Pifteenth Session of the United Natlons General

Agsembly .

I believe - and this I explained to your die-
tinguished predecessor = that the United States of
Americe shoulders epecial responsivllities regarding

the United Hations activities on account of various
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reasons which I see no point in repeating here.

Support of the United States of Americe to
the Unlted Hatione activities is in many cases, the

dividing line between success and fallure.

I pave the example of the shameful fallure
of the Organipation in 1948 in the tragedy of the
Palestine people and in the birth of the state of
Israel which rose on the ashes of that tragedy. The
United MNations effort was loat at that time and ite
Charter fell in disgrace because the United States
of America did not extend to it what it should have

extended on sccount of its responsibilities.

Contrary to that, the United Hationa success

in the Suez Trial was outstanding because the United
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States shouldered its great responsibilities within
the Crganisation, irrespective of the differences
or conflicts that existed at the time between the

United States of America and the Egyptian Government.

Unfortunately, however, we cannot say the

United States attitude towards the crisis we face

today is the seme as that adopted at the United
Nations during the Suez crisis when the United States

supported principles irrespective of friendships.

Regarding the Organisation itself, I would
pay thot if the measures 1 proposed under " First "
were fulfilied, they would help create an atmosphere
more favourable to the rescue of the United Nationa'

experiment in the Congo, particulariy if basic

changes are simltancously performed in the United
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Nationa'org&nu that participated in the Congo tragedy
- changes which would make such organs truly repres-
entative of that organisation and its members., I
believe this change is a necessity imposed by the
present circumstances Lf we wish to get out of the

impasse in the Congo problem.

In this connection 1 can assure you that
should thie be achieved, the United Arab Republie
Governmment will itself be in a position alloying it
to offer every assistance to the new world attempt
in the Congo, even if this should entail the return
of some of the United Arab Republic troops to serve

under the United Nations Command there.

- Third -
Finally, regerding the shock suffered by the
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African peoples &8 a result of evenis in the Congo,
I believe you share my opinion that should matters
proceed olong this peth, later developments are sure
to restore to the peoples of Africa that Llight of
whiech they have been deprived during recent events.
Thoge peoples will then feel they are members of the
world comnunity that shows them uncommitted interest

and wing their confidence.

Ihis ie the atmosphere we aspire for to
reach the blyg anticiputed development of Africa within
the Lrawework of peace, a framework which 1 sincerely
and most strongly feel, Africa ls in need of, or else
the meaning would be that the torture to which its

peoples are subjected hes no limlt and no end.

t/o



AT DD
=R

e I =

PFinally, I ask you . DPresident - to
accept my besl wishes and I do ask God Almighty to
guide our steps for fthe realisstion of the hopes

of peace and justice fLor waich our peoples aspire.

( Bgn )

( vansl ibdel Wasgser )



