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TOP SECRET. . . V271 8 0 GopyNe.

CAIRO GONVERSATIONS FEERUARY 1945'

RECORD o}' G‘onwrsatwﬂ with the King of Eqy gjpt ut Minister Res;dem s Vu'!a,
Cruro, fram 5 30 to Tp.m. on 17:?; Febmary, 1945 ]

Voo e . Present :
Fhé Prime Mlmstel B | The ng of I.‘,gypt.
The Secretary: of St.ate for FOI‘&I:"‘II
Affairs.

His Majesty 8 Ambaaaador at Calro

THF PRIME \IINISTER referred to the uhanrre of Government whlch
had taken place in Egypt.

KING FAROUI{ remarked that it had been time; indeed, but for the wishes
of H:s Majesty’s Government, he would have liked to sce the change earlier. He

had given the late. Government ample rope and, as he had hoped, t.hﬂy had ended

by hanging themselves. They had, in fact, *' committed suicide.”
THE PRIME MINISTER made d passing reference to the bovcottmﬂ of the

elections by the Wafd; and then refeued to the reported intention to arraignm <V

Nahas and his colleﬂg,ues

KING FAROUK stated that th.ewr might have been Lhargcd with high
treason, but he was against that, He believed, however, that his (:m’mnm(,nt
as a resnlt of their enquiry, had found material for eriminal charges, But His
Majesty adopted the attitude that ali this was not. for him but for his Government.

THE PRIME MINISTER next raised the question of Egypt’s jeining the
United Natmns (they already were numbered amongst the Associated Nations) so
as to become a *‘ founder Member ** of the World Peace Organisation to be wor ed.
out at San Francisco in April,

'THE PRIME MINISTER and. tha SECRETARY OF STATE explained -

that.. in view of the practical assistance rendered by Egypt during the war, they

fels she would bave a legitimate gmemne& if she had not been given the Lhance of

© -joining.

KING FAROUK made the pomt that it might cause n bad impression if

Lgypt entered the war when the enemy were all but beaten. But he finally agreed
that much'would depend uE{m whether Turkey accepted the invitation. He
thought Egypt and Turkey should act in concert; just as, in fact, King Ibn Saud
had made 1t clear to His Majesty that Saudl Arabm and Egypt shauld concert
over their invitations.

Tt was left that the Secretary of State would take up the matier with the

Egyptian Prime Minister, whom he expected to be seeing to-morrew,

THE PRIME MINISTER then reminded King Faronk of what he had said
once before, namely, that the King of Egypt had a , wonderful opportuntty and,

indeed, a definite duty to take the lead in improving the couditions of the
. Egyptian J)euplu Probably nowhere in the world were there such extremes of

“wealth an

abject poverty. The Prime Minister rev erted with emphasis to this
subject several times during the conversation.

KING FAROUK at once tesponded, saying he had long had this oh;ect at
heart : but it was not always easy and he had to wmh Lhrouwh his Government.
TH}‘ PRIME MINISTER pointed éut the glarma contrast between the

taxation in the United Kingdom and ile negligible perveniages {5-8 per cent.
and no death dutics) levied upen the rich in 1o tf\pt where never before had theve

“been so much prosperity. But of course, 1ncrcnsed taxation would net ba popular

with the wealthy Pashas,
126752 [292{31—2]
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THE PRIME MINISTER touched briefly on the existence of the huge
sterling balances held by Egypt. Quoting the case of India, he remarked that he
was ofien minded to put i o claim for ** services rendered,” sceing that both
Tadia and Egypt had lzveen saved by British effort, forces and material,  *°

KING FAROUK did not: pursue the subject:
KING FARQUK repeatedly expressed regret that the Prime Minister did

~ not spend longer in Lgypt, where the whole Egyptian peaple ardently wished to
see and weleome him, and Iis Majesty in particular bad always wished io give.

him suitable hospitality and honour. ~ A Palace banquet, for instance, would
greatly have pleased both His Majesty and the Egyptian people, :

THE PRIME MINISTER ‘answered * Perhaps next time.” =
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Racord oaqmaatlng at Resident flnister[s villa, Ldiro, T
from 5 30 t0 7 p.n, on 17th February, 1945. |
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Presont’ .o«

His liajestyta_ ambassador at Cairo | ;ff’x

e

The Sacretary of State for I Borelgn Affairs ol

L

THE PRIMS MINIQTHR referred to the_change af

KING FAROUK remarked that it had baen.tima indead
but for the wishaes of His MdJGSty'S Government, he would-hava
liked to see the change earlier. He had jlven the late
Govorapment anple rope and as ha had hoped thay had ended by
hanbing themselves. - They had in Tact "comitted suicida'.

THL PHIMM—LEHIQTuR wade a passing rafaranca to ‘the
boygottlnu of the elections by the Uald;  and then referred
to the reported intention to arraign Hahas and his cclluawues.

. KING ‘*‘AROUK stuted that thay mlrfnt have bean
charged with nigh treason, but he Was delnat that, He .
believed, hOnavar, that his Governncnt, as a result of their -
anqguiry, had found material for criuinal chargos. But His
Majesty adopied. the atbituda thdt all this was not Zor hbn

..but for his Governmont.

CTHE PRINS KINIGTER next raised the question of Egypt s

301ninb the United Nations (they already were numbered amonsst

the associated Nations) so0 as to bhecome a "founder Lembaex! of .
the World Peace Organisation to be worked out at Han
Francisco in April. '

THE PRIME IINI..:THR and tha GECRTARY O STATE -
explained that in view of the practicadl asgistance renderad
by Lgypt during the war, they Ielt she would have a

Llegitimate griavanca if she had not been 51ven the chance of
jain:.ng,. _ : o

KIHG—FARCUK.made the paxnt that it mlght cause a
- bad 1mpre331on if Zpypt entered the war when the enemy were
-~ all but beaten. But le finally agreed that much would dspend
upon whether Turkey accepted the invitatien, - He thought
Zgypt and Turkey should act in concert; Just as, in fdct,
King Ion Saud had made it clear to His Mdaﬁutj that Suudl
Arabia and Bgypt should concert over their invitations. -

- I% vas left that the Pecretary oX atdte v ld taha
-up the matier with the igyptian Prlma Llnlster whoi he -

' axpacted ‘t.o be seeirg._, ‘t.ouu.n row.,

THL PQIM£ hINIJ“ R than remlnded Find rarouk of
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what he had said once before - namely that the King of Bgynt had
g woniterful opportunity and indecd a definite Auly %o take the
lea? in immpoving the conditions of the Egyntlan peonle.

Probably nowherc in the world were there such extremes of wzalth
and sbjlect poverty. The Prime Minister reverted with emnhasis
to .this subject several times during the conversation.

© KING FAROUK at once resnonded, aning he had long had
this chject at heart: but 1t was not always easy and. he hﬂd to

: wurk through his Government.

THE PRIME MINISTER pcint'& cut the gl&rinb cantrast

between the taxation in the United Kingdom ond the negligible. -

percentages (5-8% anl no death duties) levied upon the rich in
Egypt, where never before had there been S0 much prosperity. -
But of cgurse increased taxation would, not he popular with the.
weplthy Pashaa._. :

_THL PRIME HiNISm”R touchcd briefly cn the existance cf
the huge Bterling balonces held by Beyot. Guoting the cooe of

India, he remaried that he was often minded to pat in & elaim f0rr

"services rendered", seeing thet both Indis and Egy»t had bebn
saved by British efxort, forces anﬁ material-

KIHG FARCUK &id nat pursue the subject.

KIFG WH“CUF reﬁfateﬁly exnruuaeﬁ regret that the
Prime Minirter did not spend longer in Egypt, where the “whole

Beiffian people ardently wished to see end welcome hiw, snd His v

linjesty in particular had alw:ys wished to give him suiteble
hospitelity and hienocur. A Palace bonguet for instance would.
grnatly have pleas d bath His Maj“&ty and the Eg ptian neople.

THE PRIMW MINISTER answered “Perhepa next time“
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:]{l, l?th PethFf?z 1947'
e .

LI




g i

e

'Tha Primo Minigter

_Governmant which had taken place 1n BIypl.
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Hecurd of meating at Resident Minaatur‘a Villa, Cairo,'-
frum 5 30 t0 ? p.m. on l?th Fabruarj, 1945.

. Pregent-

The Saeretary of ataté for uoralgn Affaira
His Majesty's Ambassador ai Lairo

- The- King of Lg;pt.

THE PRIVG MINISTER refarrad to the changa af

| KING FAROUK remarked that 1t had been tinm, indaed
but for the wishes of Hia Kajesiy's Governmont, he would have

-1ikad teo see the chanze earlier. Ye had given the late

Goverpnent ample rope and as he had hoped tney had ended by
hanging themaelves. ~ They had in fact “cunmltted ﬂu131da“

THE DATMG WINISTHR médo o possing reforence to the
boycotting of the elections by the Wafd; and then referred
to the raported intentiun to arraign Nuhas and his collaabuna.y

KING FARCUK stated that they might have been a }
chargad with high treasen, but he was apuinat thas. He '
balluved, hovever, that his Govermment, as a result of uclr
enquiry, had found material for criminal charges.  But Hisg t

- Majesty adupled the attitude that all this was not for him

but for his Govarnment._;.

THE PRIM rINIuT"R next raisad the quastion of bgypt's

Joining the United Rations (thos already were numbersd amongst

the Associated Nations) so as to become a “founder llemmber" of
tha orld Peacs Orvanisation tu be morkad_nut at San
Franclsco in Hprll. :

' THE PRIE NIHIJTFR and tha SLCRJT nPY or ‘TﬁTW
axplainad that in view of the practical assistanca rendered
by Lzypt during the war, they felt she would havae a -
legitimate grievance if she had not been LiVHn the chunce of

KING FAROUK made tho point that it night cause a

"bad impression if Lgypt entered the war when the encmy were

all but beaten. But he £inelly agrecd that nuch would depend
upon whother Turkey accepted the Invitution, e thought
oyot and Turkey should act in concert; Just as, in 1qct
¥ing Ibn Saud had made it clear to His Hajesiy that uaudi
Arabia and . ubjpt ghould concart over thoiyr anxtation

It was left that the uecretary ol State would tdkﬁ
up the watter with the Egyptian Prime Minlster wham he :
axpectad to ba seein& tGMQlPOW- ' ,

THL PﬂIAn LINIJLuR thea rauindﬂd Kinw Farouk oL
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‘what he had Baid once before = namely that the King of Egﬁ?t hod

6 vonterful onportunity and inde~d a definite duty to take the

" lead in impoving the conditiona of the Egyntisn pcoples :
-Probaebly nowherr in the world were there such extremes of weslth

and abject poverty. The Prime MNinieter reverted with erphasia
to this aubject several timeq during the conversation.

KING PAROUK at once reapanﬂeﬂ, Sayihg he had long hed
this object at herrt: but it was not alwaya easy ond he had tn
work through his chernment.

% PRIA® HIHISTUR peinted out the glaring contfast

‘between: the taxation in the United Kingdom and the negligible

percentages (6-87 and no death dutiea} levied upon the rich in
Egypt, where never before hed there been so much prosperity.
But of tourse 1ncreased taxaticn would not be popular with the
wealthy. Pashas. -

TH& PRIME HIHIBTER tnuched briefly on the'existence=of
the huge Bterling hslances held by Egynpt. GQuoting the csse of
Indis, he remarked that he was often minded to put in & c¢laim for
“services rendered®, seeing that both Indle and ngnt had beﬁn
paved by Britiah effort. forces and material.

KING FAROUF did not puraue the aubject.-

- INB FA#PUK repﬁatedly exnreaned regret that the

Prime Minirter did not sbpend longer in Bgypt, whére the wvhole
Bgitian people ardently: wished to see and welcome him, end His

#ajeaty in particular had alwrys wished t¢ give him sulteble

hospitality and honour. . A Palece banquet for instsnce would

Ereatly have pleas 4 both His Majesty and the Hgyptian people.
THE PRIHE HINIﬁTFR ansvered “Perhaps next tnmen S
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TELRGRAM FROM

Lord Killearn

o Cairo) _
No. J—I-B .

n:a 28th Fe 19&5.
Received

2 E
in _h‘cga‘sa‘ry} nd March,

J: Bgypt and

Sudan -

1945,

b T

His Hujestm Ambossador!s audience with King Faroul,

His Majesty's Ambassador Cirst presented the Aga

Khan end then went on to discuss the presont situation

His Majesty said that if Great Britain could make some

Mgesture" to Bpyption people to mark Egypt's entry
Anto-the war it would have great political effect,
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L YAR GAMEIER DISUIBYNTON p- 0
" FROM CAIRO 90 URBIGH OVFICK i . '

Lord Killearn = - . .. D, 12,40 p.n. G0, 1st larch, 19456 -
Ho, 486 - . _ o '
28th Pebruary, 1946 =

‘R - 2445 pon, BSE. 1st March, 1946
B AL B

I was received by Kiﬁ;_Famuk in sudience this afternoon
when I progented the Aga Khan, L ) =
-~ @, Yhen Iiis Highness -had left I stayed on for & further
half hour' s conversation. Ilis linjesty first of all thonked ne
warrly for uy porsonal letter on the death of Ahmed Huher., liis
Mg&esty had been badly shoken by the loss of this most loyal

an

davoted public servant whon it would be very difficult to-
' .replace and for whom he had forned a genuine affection.. -

Se I'ini'omé& I:Iis',l.-'ia.jésty. of No ashi:ll‘hsha's obsorvations
Athis worning {gee my telegrom Ho. 479). I could not help fecling

————

*

relations particular hagﬁily. Tiis Majesty knew Hokrashi far
better than I and could j fﬁ vhether his angularitics and hackles
were likely to wear off whi '

: '1} jb that fTokrashi "asha hid nado a false move and noi started our
{ ek
g.‘.’l

e ha had responsible office, 1is

Majesty soid he did indeed know Nokrashi Fasha's failings onll{.toa‘,\ i
o '

waile. Dut he had been the inevitable and indecd the besi cho
aveiloble, HNokroshi was honest and sincers which were great
qualities.. P L C
- 4, T made saifable allusions to Epyptian entry into the war,
4  His lajesty was evidently. plensed and then said that if Great™
~ Britaln could now moke sone “gesfurs" to the sgyptian people to

mark the event, it would have & great political cffect. I soushi to
draw frop him what preciscly he had in nind; pat without succcss,

- 5, 0n leaving Hig Hajesty I sow Hasanein ond gethered =
from hin that His Majesty presunably wos thinking of sumnly
. assurances., I pointed out that I doubted if any Wges:l‘.ior'l of -
this kind would be well reccived at hone,  after all spypt s owm
spinning mills were notoriously making huge profits and I failed to
sce why they should not concentrate insiend upon supplying the
© crying nesds of their own poople even if (os seemcd very proper)
it meant less huge dividends for their sharcholders. I told
His dxeellency 1 hoad discissed this very quegtion o few drys -
o - 800 With lir, Frank Platt, our coifon controller now visiting
2 Bgypt. The Pashh adnitted that there nust be somefhing radically
P> yrong and that it ought io be looked into. lle ondorsed however
King Farouk's basic idea £ad urged thai we should uoke os ruch
propaganda value as possible out of any uaterinl assistance
e m:iEht be supplying to Igypt from ftine to. tihe, for instance
¢ fortilisers, I s&id that we would esriainly kecp our gyss | .
" open snd see what mipght be available as sultable publicity mafierd
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No. 479 : ‘Wag the need lor speeding up execution of Lord :

. . . . =Ngyne s fssassins. Repgrets that Eukrushi Pasha .

.y | 8houldg have bepun his career as Prime Linister :

;’“""' 28th FobdZ4b. ' | py taking.excepiion to thorourhly legi uimate and ]
ereived . o g a . 1 '
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. Primc Mindisters - - . .

* [This tclcgram is of parbicular scorecy and vhould bc
retained by ths ii.'llthOI‘lSﬁd recipient and not passed on}*

[CYRER] ¥AR Q\BINET DINTRIBUTION fns }
. ) FROM CAIRO I0 FOREIGN OFFICE | “ - S g
. Lord Killeam. B : E | ; - . i
- Hos 479, ~ Lo D. 10416, p.m. GUP @3 | "w ]
Ea?th'Fabm_.iﬂﬁf R. 11450, p.m. BST 281'. b;-u;%}a
Y IIDIATE " asessssess

Ky te.lagrnm Ho. 4‘?2- ».) B 3} . :
I:gyptian ‘Prine Ministcr ratumcti ny call this mu:ming. .

2. After thc usual nmcnlt:.cs he at once oalled Yy g
attcntion to the following passage in the Priue linister's |
speecch in Parliament yesterday as roported by Reuters: . -
"There 1s 1ittle doubt that sccuriiy measures in Egypt -
require considerable tightening and above 811 that the
execution of justice uwpon the men proved guilt:,r of political
murder should be swift ‘and excnmlary“ . '1_

5. His Exccllcncy hc:licve that as rcgnrds the laync 4
ssassins the strict process of Jaw had been followed and
'I:.hat the -late Ahmed MHaher would by now have confirmed =

sentence of the court had he lived to do so. He min‘baincd

~ that we hardly set an exomple in Palestine of expedition

either in bringing the gu:l.lty o book or to execution.

. Passage in Prime Minister's speech placed His Excellency in- '
. & very delicate position and would wound loczl susceptibilities,

refleeting, as it was bound to be regarded as doing, upon
the efficiency and. conduat of public affa.‘}.rs of the late

4, I rcpllcd in ossencc that we had better out the

i “cackye and that His pxccllency must sureky={sigi surclyj' agree

that delay in executing Moyne's assassins had been excessive
whatcver the provisions of the law. The orime had taken place

‘on Hovember 6th and today was Pebruary 28th. Seeing that

the men had not only been caught ir the act but had wequivocally

-admitted thdh guilt, -why not have strong them up long ago?,

That, I could assure him was the view tqlccn in Great Brltain

‘where feeling on tie subject Was very strong.

4 fsic] His Execllency answered that it mow fell to h:m 3
as Military Governor to read the dossier which so unfortunately
had not been confirmed by his pradecessor. He would not ve

© precise as to how long this would iake; - but 4id not dispute’

that my argumcnt was sou.nd BENSe. if not ncccssarily sound in
law. L . .- .

5 m will nute from thc abo?c that our cstimati* of .
o Lo /j‘*l()kl“lnhih- ,
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_Bokroshl is not far wrong. By tralning he is a school master;

D

by nature he is difficult and cxtremely touchy. And certainly

_ mnot 2 pateh on his predecessor.l regred very much that he

should: have initiated lis earcer as Egyptian Prime Mnister

- by this mistake in taking cxception to what,with all respect,

- 1 regard as a thoroughly legitimate and. justificd stricture
- by the Primc mnistcr. S , o

8, . It is tcnpting to cole back at him. put "cn thc

| whole I suggest the course oi‘ wisdom i& to 1gnorc his
mprcsentationn. .

GIIP . T A AT W ST R N . f




e PARETemEL . S o

2

i o
'

A R T

OFSERTE UL B PLA LI, e SR

]

AT

e ey
. L ool Bk - i B e e

AT

L3
“ﬂ

R LA

R AP C N P -

..-J ..ﬂ':'a J.J-z.lbhrn. -

ey werned by :
Loaasfinitely and: that they would be well sdvis ed to get

-anG his subseguent’ ‘trogefer.
Chove done uOuhiﬂH during the gaut vicek ‘beyond: nutting
‘cut indirect Toclers to the pdlucc. The official orgsa.

L camg

[Phe toxt of this telegram nust first be paravhruscd if

corpunicated $o persons cutside British or united States
Govormaent service or if retr&nsmittcd in a cypnur :
;ugsbLu cther th&n 0.T.2. ]

iCEUHER]f - CLTTIOAL DIuTRLbUTIGh P
" #0is GAIRO. (415& SJDbRJ 10 KG! CREIGH Gréﬂfﬁ.~ -
| -

Blsl 55optmu G’l Tt 8th Octﬂber,lgﬂl i-
ﬁ.s 25.p.m. BST. Gt Octobcr,lgaé.

T
J.‘ :}I 1-

il uci"ber,l 9ﬂ4.

DR é 5686
| '-wﬂﬁkly aparcciatlun. L Ei-liff“35@’l'fﬁ‘: B

Ghezali ccntroveréy is bocoming gruvers chermﬁcnt
ug thatiwe could nst e straln the palace

inte Gireet eontact witgh the pulace viih a view fo &
comnrenise on the baglg of the reinstatenent of Gaazall
Jevertheless the Goverament

LE R )

oF the %lnigtfy of the Interior chose this delicate
et bw vublish in anticle atdae Cilnb those who put
*uclos in the way ofiahag and the const¢tut1un11
20 in view of ﬂhu povticular Gl cunstances of
St This attock wos naturally token o be direcied
7 t She pqlace.- The palace de 0o vish to digturh .
mﬂnbg QL the preporatory camitice for the. srab

1
I

ccnar 3 but as soon 4y 1is proceedings are over tne.
OLInG S8 GTe that thay w&ll takc ﬂtrong mu,lon o the
Cﬁifhll saue. o :

R bt&lls of. the ﬁrOGLCﬂln“S Gf tha preoaratary
c;ru;tuu; Tor the gﬁncral irsl confercnce have Tot yoih _
SR Agvhl<u5 but zecorfidag to roports from. palace ssurces
o .as beén trouble botween the Syrisn ana Lobanese
cilens ¢n the subject of territomial udau tinentbs

- ob Leieneose frontiers coatemplated by Syrions in Cuftuln

Luuuthalitics,- ifussangin states that iing b&rouk
STTUL s B0 try-to gmaoth over matliers betveen Syrians

o nobunegee ©oLiusa Blialamd hag bpuﬂ acceniod by tos

¢oandbteog ve reprogentative of the wolestirdon arabs us’
dlstingt, frun alestlnu or the Palestlne Uovernments
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