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by tho authorised recipient and not passed oml

‘ time facter, Though he could provide guard for varleus
- esgential points ia Ceire by Aprll 24th, cnough troopd would not

" 'beforehand where King Farouk should be sent in the event of
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; on my inatmctiona. Hia Hajesty s Hinister and Oriental

' Counsellor discussed yesterday evening, very tentatively, detalls
of‘militarw'naaauras 1n the event of foroe having to be used in

SLATLENOY, L L

B 26 Genaral Stone emphasised the -lmporiance of owr being \

assured that Nahas Pasha would fully co—-operate and that !

~ Prinoe Mohamed Ali wold accept the suceessieq if King Farouk !
~ wore to abdicate or be doposed, . Vo

3. General Stonc also stressed the importanca of tho

-~ be availeble fer full military sotion in Calre befors April 27th
~ a% the earliest, . Bven with the force then, available thore -
i Irould bo an element of- ganble, | |

4. Genersl Stone seid that it was desirable to decide

"~ abdication or deposition. ‘He greatly favoured hls being sent
by air from Calro west as that would involve the shortest o
. passage through parts not. in our militery ocntrol, - May X be
informed on this? I remember thet in 1942 Canada expressed
willingness te take him but Seuth Africa would be easier, -
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‘ " [This telegram is of paxB:imlar gsecrecy and shoulﬂ
be retained by the authorised qupi&nt and not

'\

Passﬂd Un] . l L{‘S

[chHER] | - DEP}.RIMEHTAL SECRET .

ik SRR W

ff FROU CAIRD! HBASSADOHJ TO EOREIQN OFF;CL.

Lord ¥illearn. ~ D: 1.13 p.n. 21st

No 801. R 1.10 p.m. 2lst
m.ma.; :. [
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. - HOST DAEDIATE, ' .. - .

= Your telegran No; 560. qu: ]3'\‘["3-

April ’1944-

I havu applied for audience this afternoon

' to act upon your instructions. I shall stick 7
.- to the orlginal wording, not that contained :l.n .

- your telegram No. 883e T 5“_‘,[ .

2. I have ascertainud in advance

that Nahas

Pasha, if requested by King Farouk to go to

-~ electors, ‘will be willing to do so.
: gave tm\a rcply with no hesitation. L

His Exoellonoy

.:L
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[This telegron 18 of particular secrecy and sgu-ly ) i
. retaivied by the uuth-riae& reciplent and net pnssml en]o . .
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' Lord Fillesrn = :
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.. Q;Lat April 1944 ll. 11 40. p.l. 2131'. April 194&
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Top Secrat. aE

I was received 'I:r:,' King Farouk at 5.p.m. this afte éa:i.- -
I gave him the message frm tha var Gabinet. m} : ‘le

" 2. His Majesty et once observed that Iar reasouns .
slready steted in wrlting (uy telegram Neos 722) it was quite
{ tmpossible te hold an electien under Nohas Pasha. There
wag in fact nething new 1o tell me since his wititien note.
He had enly contemplated a Pelace Ministry teo make "free" :
- elegtion pessible.. In shert repeated His Majesty once more, !
. . everything he had te say s alrnady emtained in his 'm.ttan\
S n-tu. L , _ N _ \
S 8. His Maj usty ‘thcn gald that ha had a questj,on to " - .‘_
S put te i{is Hajesty's Gevernment; thua at his dicj;ntion I
',,took dewn as fellewg:i=- _ s

o I3 the British Govemmcnt prcpnmd t® choese = '
. . definitely between the King of Igypt and Nehas Pasha staying
.« in power?" Whén I asked for elucidatien His Mejesty
" dictated the fellewing:~ "this means that Xing Fareuk, -
-+ apart frem ecting as he thinks best in the interest of his
R _cﬁuntr,y. is thinking essentially of defending his honour."

L .r D 4 Hia Majesty sdded that if the snswer was in faveur -
SN ‘ of Nahas Pasha he trusted that eur exchange of letters with

the latter of IFebruary 5th, 1942 weuld "‘be withdrswm." Seo
‘which I replled that in such gvent that weuld prcsumably
be & uetter for Nahas Pashn 8 consideratien. .
.'_{,3‘_ e . I said. that T must crystallise His Majesty's
.- .snswer inte & form I could subuit te you. Surely he would
111{0 to pender a litile? His Majesty said ne, his reply B
ui nlm. _ Sl 1 put hin these twn quesiiens: - _ , E

e "(a) Are ycu prepared te let Nahas- Pasha himsclf go

. .. te the ceun " Reply: ™I ceuld net think ef inviting hin

“w%;@;g;ﬁ&apigq- swel |
- j‘i i !‘ L‘:‘L . :'-_'_ ‘ PR :.-," :' . o . . . - - . . . -
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“te ge te the cnuntry tt present swing t' oonplete lack ef
Ireﬂ ﬂleﬂti.ni " . ' ;

6. I then put my Secend q11cs+ian (‘b) "Is Yaur Ma] e‘st;r |
preparcd to ocsrry on with the existing Government?" Te
SR this His Mejesty replled that be must first knew the answer
;. .» ' te the questiens he had put aarliar te His Majesty' '
Gwernnunt. . !_~,_ _ .

7. Pending’ such shswer His Majesty renowed his :
firlll underteling thl.t ne action sheuld be taken meanwhile.

8. His Najesty wes calm and cellected — and friendly
threugheut ~ hs explained that he was abselutely detached.
It was fate and net he hlmself which had made him King
of Emt and faced him with these prablcms. '

. | 9 I pressei hin renaateily te givc &n aﬂ‘imative
S+ 7. ‘answer te me sn wther peini in War Osblnet message. He

. sald ezhnt he hai not.hing 1;- aii 1'.. what. he hai already
. stateds o

—

: 10; Be:l."ora 1ewing' I saii thn'['. \'éith Hia Mejesty's
. - porsdssien I prepesed {e ses Has... Pasha and tell him ef
.~ .. " your message and ef what had passed with him. He agreed.

- ..., Yer agceunt ef .that mnveraation Bes ny inmaiiu uely follewing 1
. tﬁlﬂﬂm.f-:f Co :
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]}Jotﬁlnj to be Written in this Hargln.:-
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{¥iniater.

[\M
‘Imb_-.fml oo bem asled

‘The-Prime-Hinlzter-hus—agsked for a ‘note
on the part played by King Farouk in
provoking the preaent crisis in Egypt.

. . For some montha past His Majesty and his
Government have been accusing each other of
elighting behaviour, and jockeying for position;
and 1t would be dirficult to apportion the blame
¢learly though His Majesty has throughout
adopted a very off-hand manner with his Prime
_ His Mejeaty appeara, however, to have
beeri finally provoked to action by the cir-
cumatances of Nahas Pasha's recent. tour of
Upper Bgypt: and to have indicated to hisa
entourage, for general oral circulation, that he

,"T had hed encugh and that the time had at last

c¢come for & change of Govermnment. (We heard
thege reports a week before the King acted).

The next step was His Majesty's action ih sending
for the Ambaspador and handing him an indictiment
of Nahas Pasha's administration in support of his

t | decision to dismiae it. A copy of ins .
L 1nd1ctmunt is attached. - _; \
e N E'ff-, * Wg?th aprid 1944..\
L oa.
K :.L.r..:i. : *
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ing banmour. an:l Jockeymg tor posmon. “and it

mld be dirﬁwlt. o appor*t.ion the blam cle&r].y
t.houau am na,sast.y has: t.nrou,,nout. adopt.ad & vary
""__orr-nand mannsr with his Prime hinistar. His

‘Hejesty appaars, tnwver, tn hava bean ﬁmlly
j.'pmvoked to act.ion by the circumst.ances “of mmaa} |
";Paslm's moant. mur of Upper hmt- md t.o hwe;j‘___
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L?'Followins for. Prime niniater.;;a-7'f}?gfﬁTf5fff - .
My talegram ] No. G68 of 19th- Aprils T - L |

~ " Wap Csbinet’ conaidered Egypt lan criais on April EOth. Ag
. raault Hia Maleety's ﬁmbaaaador was nla“bructed ’ao dnlivpr followina‘
mnnaag& to King Farcuk._. C -

8D Bﬂgina.f ‘PThe Wap Gabinet have heard wimh wuch concern that
Your Majesty comtemplates dismissing from office the Government of
Nahas Pagha, elthough this Government Nas 8 large wajority in §ha
Chamber which haeg still threeé yeaprs of its lawful tera %o run.
From a parliamentary and gongtitutional point of view thie wou1a
appedar to be a very doubtful and posedbly dangerous dowrse to }
- embark on. - IL however Your Maojewty feold thut an iumediute '
T, Gonbral Election would cloar the air, and if the Prime Minister ie
v persuaded to submit hinself to the elegtors, =a diagelutian
- Torthwith would not be a subject on 'which the Unibed Kingdom
-;¢'Gov-rnment would Teel 1t right to expreso an opinion. The one
"y ‘courae which the United Kingdem CGovermmept feel {t would he .
e eBPﬂuially necessayy t0 avoid would be the ipstellation in office
. of & Palnos Minister or other Minister not ponsessing 8 unajoritiy
“in the Legislsature, and the keaping of this new Minister in power
1 for the purpose of managing the ‘Blection,' The United Xirgdowm
. Government would find i% Anpossible to defend such procedure in
puhlic. and would feel bound to instruct their Ambassador to
i.tender fommal advics againat such a course.  The War Cabinet
v deplre ne 'to say that they would appreciate an expresaton of Your
]ﬁ Majesty's views upon this matter, whioh might become excscdingly
grave, before any furthor atapa ara taken to bring 1t to 8. hcudr
i Lnda. ' . :

‘d

.'., ; : r

Pieasa aes. mr lmmadiately rollowinﬁ telesram' .{h

.-31r h. Bridgas

. 8ir B, Hewbon

'.': ]&I‘n‘ o QBI Camphall
 HMre. G. McKereth
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3 S Kng ?nrﬂur ou 2lst Spril having fivet sscertained .thag T
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_*1mgaantbla ta hold o Blantion undey Nuains Poahn an it wnild
T'yat he  foen, o s tnen 814 that he” hrd the folicding quustis
uo pa¥ to tha Yuited Riapdom dovernment.  "Ia the yYnited -
Cfangdon Sovermmont propared to ohouse dsfinitely between the
Co¥Ang of Spppt oand Naohos Prsha stuying in powor??  ‘When naKed
CoTor elueidabion lie nald Mithia meong thng King Ferouk apprh

“frowm ssting e ho thinks Beit in the intoveats of his aount y
Aa thinkiﬁp ﬂaaeﬁtially ot waranmin ‘his ﬁunnur“- : .
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KRR Hna Hnjeuty’a LYo PRI o Lhwn hnpuircﬁ Uhﬁth«? e,
*“‘.1rg Wak preparﬂd 6 garey on -with the existing Governmesnt, tq
. whioh the.Ring replied that he wuet Civat kKnew the onewer o
S ];' tho quﬁbtinn he had juat pud Lo illn ¥Wajeety’s Govermmesnt.
foda ey Pandl ing sudh  apswer the King rennwed hie formnl unﬁartukinﬁ
L thﬁt o nqticn nﬁuu;& be takan mgunvhllaa - B
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Follawtng I’or Prima Hiniﬁter. { *\*)j'. _
< A /3 “‘f" T

\ } In ﬂhﬁ‘ﬂﬂl‘ tg ‘Har {..n.bir.a'i. mepRage aommuniua:ced 110_"'

- ! King Favouk om April 21st,-latter has now replied thad' - - |
{ha hap docided to loava the preaen* Gawmman‘t in. o
g ” rt.ne fﬁr t;ho time bemg. B T T T
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I agree'that this'ia not entirely satiafaétory. o
I should have liked to have pressed for an election
and to let it be known that we had done s&o. .

If we are to send 8 message to King Farouk (I
do not know that he particularly deserves one) I think

that at the least we ought to add an expression of our-
view that tanainn 80, acute as haa recently veen the/
.. - eAse

. 26349 nma_i?%_; o
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'Eausins feeling in Egypt)
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case is best reaulveggby'allowing the governme nt in
power t0 go to the éountry (a procedure which , :
although we need not sey so, affords us some opportunity
gquite apart from the actual regwlte of the election of

| | : /éﬁth April 1944
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©. with the greatest relief,

s - essential that things shonld f
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R

) }:’! r\(- ‘l':u A

| ;\’ “’l’?y' . _:;1- :  '

R TR .Y L

N T | AR Rt
(This telegram is of particular secreey and sh ®
Tetained by tbe:aqthoriaed recipient aﬁﬂ not p:g%gdh;nl -
e DEPARTITAL. (ECRETY o -

O TG A POAGE STigy, - T
lord ¥4llesrn, - D. 7.08 p,m, ‘24th April, 1044, °
o827 -, Ry 7.40 poms 24th. April’ 1044,

[ N P

”

. Eoa. .

ama L
: T

-y e o

T 0 . . - "i"'- .om - F
; ' [ L A . 2
PR T - | c - '

TOP" SECREP, . R T
" ' Hassapein Pasha has Just handed me. 1 e
o L e et 20 st s

_{Bégina] e D e

In ansver-to ?faz; Cabinet mess@ ;/;omﬁunicn.tcd Your .
.Excellency to Iis llajesty the King gn‘April 21st, Ibyam |
commanded by Uis Hajésty to inform Your ixcellency that he |

. . ' o o PRI i'.:::f'.. RS
e, r e ey .- . X .

i1

hag Gocided to leave the present Government, [grp, undec, ] 'i'h, P

offlce far the tims being, [Lnds], !

8, I asked His Lixcellency to thank .Hia. Ea esty for -
this wise decision wWhich I Was Bare you would rgociga. :

Y

%, I agrced on the other hand with his *llcn‘gy'-

o thai cockwcrowing on either side should be aveided, fTo

that end I sugpested that the indication that crisis was

t agreed that Hahas Pasha should be urged to ask for an
audience st which His lajesty would have a frank discussion
with him but be ncrupulouﬂ{ gentle with him taking the |
line that whilst the conduct of the Govermaent, had not been

- : ﬁ}ﬁasing to His lfajesty they should now nake a fresh start,

g Farouk wonld say there had been criticlsm of what the
Governient had been doirg srd he hoped that thal would be.

., put right, I emphasised that [? E;t'p. outd, ? 1f] such an
."andience took place there should be
- Majesty who must use the utmost restraint, Deing a born
- optimist what I still hoped for was g,cnuinc friendl*ﬁ CO~
. ggcration' betwson the itwo, lgypt mus ¢

no provocaion by liis

world

’

really show't
at she was grown up. - -

b {sig] Haa...."said thut Nehas Pasha on his side omst

. also co=opefate, s Bxcallency urged that Nahos Pasha _
- ghould cease his inflacmstory [grp. undec,] {grp. undee, -
.2 rcbellioua]&yp. undéc, ? spesches] and he "spoke of the = .
- Gesirability

gpetting rid of linisters of Defence and
Education, Of course until thcg[grp. undec, Jed it wes
st 8lip back into normal,

B, I maid fhat. as prepards the Hinistcr of Defence he was
ork d the,Chiaii of $he %ﬁngr%g.tﬁtaﬁf %soowas
: ' . W wWas tha shou .

i

D

.

\ .
Y.

A




garp. undoc. 9 But] ggecd that timn must be L
allowed to 2rrangse both palnt" As i ae,hinistcr f= »
of Iiducation I was clear that it was nat praciical . .
olitics to oxpect “ho Government to purt with thoir S >
ablest mcigcr and techrician. Has.... 8813 ¥hy not o :
make sident of the Chamber = & suggestiun which e

t his house owing-$o the Tlufter it woyld
'3 oanse), tell hﬁa to inform Nahag Pasha of King Farouk's ..
# comunicati ion, iupress upon Kehas Pasha imporfance of '
L ‘”°1diﬁﬁ;:§£ cock=orowi ng snd endeavour to srrange Hahan
4 nak rhn and oLCO ‘OB thc linoa prqposca.

i1 did mot Tallow up, o eor o o

y ie left it that I should at once see Amin PRI

-4 Osnan znaa. prefarred this to ms going to Nahas LT,
ja .Pasha_hinmssi? at
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Jo rotained |

gly. 'He-said that he
ready been approached by an exn ssary of the Palace
4 reconcliliation between the Palace
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. Hagsanein and Amin in a
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%, Your telegram Ho. 519. } fifd‘f 3"#/ 9

" intontion is te deliver an sttack on the King,

e T T T T A T T T - T TR T e BT W I IR F TSR T i L R TR L
: . : v x

[Thia talngram is of partioular searecy and should bo rotalned
by the authorised reclpient snd not pnssod :

24
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" Hasenein asked the Oriental Counsellor t6 cell en him nd
hapded him at 2,00 p,m, the following mossage from King Farouk
fer ms to cmunimto to thn Primo llinister. o

- [Begins: ]

In telegram from the British Prime Minlster which
Your Ixcelloncy handed to me on April 18 I was asked to refrain -
from teking any action ageainst Nahas Government end was told that
His Britannioc iajesty's Governuent "would almost coriainly range
themselwa ngainst. whoover atrikes first", . 1
' It hes now come to my lcnawlodga that Nahas Pasha intends at
" tonlpht's sitiing of the Chamber of Deputies, very likely %o be

" {rensformed into a secret session, to question the King's
. congstitutionel righis which have been applied and ¥nforced since

- tho pramulgation of the Constitution and %o argue that the King

will Do acting unconstitutionally in the’'event of his taking sny
lctinn 'nri".'hin the 1imita of his rights,

All reperts reaching me agree that whatever the nature and
[sic 7 of] disoussions this evening may be Nahas Pasha's

I would thorefere requsat Your ]‘xocllcncy to tolegrsph the

sction must &t once be taken to prsvent iy parlinmcntary debate
: or dcolsions which would infrings the King's prcrogativca or he

-© . detrinental to his dignity er prestige. (Endsl.

- -2, The Oriental Ceunsellor teld Hamanein that wo had
slready received similer reperts and thet Amin Osman en being asked
about them had categerically denied any sueh procsedings faking

place in the Chamber this afterncen. The deputies Anin Osmen said, |

" had been summoned fer this aftermeon's unususl scssien (as a rule

they de not meet en Thuradays) in cese the political siiuation
became critloal te-day, But aa things woru, only erdinary

L ",,__busimaa 'nuld bc 'l;ransaotod.

' "-.-1 . .. LY " .‘__, .'_ ,"_' -J_"-'-_‘r " .:..l:L ...' C 3 ' 'l'_' .~;-- : .. ';,. h .. . ',._ ,. .- T ' L - I".

_‘.1:'-; l'." [ R Ty, T CoE -
PR S et T . L . |

B

"% situstion a8 set eut above inmedistely to kr, Churchill and to say
i that in thls cese Nahas Pagha " "is striking firsi" snd that

e e e T I
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3o Hasanein reminded the Oriental Gounsallnr of the
occasion whon Amin Osman had conveyed us en assursnce from
the Prime Minister that Hllali would not continue discussion
of Hasanein's private debts snd nevertheless Hilali hsd

s oontinued, . Ho. begged that the Ambassador should agein got

a catcl,or:lcal agsurance from Amin Osman that no direct or-
i indirect sttacks would be mnde on the King in the chamber
thia evening,

b, I have since ‘spoken once more to the Secrotary
Genersl emphesising the urgonoy of avolding anything
‘provocative or which might be interpreted by the Palace as _
giving pretext for action, He has assuwrod me catcgorically that
only normal business will be itransacied in this afternoon's
gsession: that Nehas Pashs wlll not himself attend: snd .
begpod me to add that mliko tho Palaoa the Govornment stmk .
tn hoir word. AN : ’



-
Iy B
it
h
TR
1 *
B

";::f: “-;:rirm.action by His Ma jesty's Ambassador, nov excluuin: -
L\.“ :;\_-;jQ'th%1u5e OI rorca. |
h | e, A new complication has arisen on this
?ﬁ? . occasion in the Greek trouble, which involves suio of

_ . ) . _ ¢ .
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The War Cabinet had under cunsideration

d ‘o .4 e%

- (yPéER - to-day varlous telegrams from the Middle East about

| E- DRSEC. the dispute between King Farouk and his Government.
Alm & They also re-read the telegrams which had passed on a
f '/ very similar occasion almost exactly a year ago, E

They recommend that all parties should re-read thase

-« telegrams. They show most clearly the qulte 3

~  needless fears entertained by the then Gommandars—in—
| f'Chier, and the gloomy pﬂophesies which WQre made by

the military. authorities..- They also show the

. T'-ﬂdacisions which were taken here to cver-ride these
';5¢ﬁf1'points of view, aﬂh the happy results attained by

. our troops, and which I should like to get settliel

13t

__ﬂ'l"_".-l:l- "

i s iy

N eryeerapr

anxieties expressed Ly the then Minister of State. the §

h
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before undertaking rurther'leheﬁrs.': On ﬁhe other
harnd, the 1mprevement in the Allied ear position 1is
. very great slnce this tlme last year. While
. therefore the use of rc:-lf-l"'c'-,a me King cannot be
'gfif;excluded it 13 not prebable that 1t will be required.
fi:;It is hewever desirable %0 gein e_little_time to wear
""__-'_"_down the Greek matinesrs. o |
3. . The rellewing message sheuld be delivered
, ;et nie dieeretien by Lord Killearn %o King Farouk.
Begine. - The Var Cebinet have heard Fith

',Irom errice the ‘Government of Nehas basha, althoﬁgﬁt‘x;

| f and hae stlll three years ef ivs 1awru1 term to run.
mbf?fffFrem a perliementeny and cenetitutienel point of view

i!.}Ltq”thie would eppear tO be a very doubtful and poeeibly

i.}fﬁflldangereue ceuree to embark.on. I however Your

: .,Majesty-reele that en immediete Geherel'Eleetien

_""f¥;fweu1d clear the,eir; and 1f the Prime Minister 1s
Iz”cufﬁ;:persueded to submit himself to the electors, &
":*f{hidiequ%tion_rorthwith'would not be & eubjeet.on which
| Hie Mejestyfeleevernment would feel it right to.
| @Xpress an opinion, " The one course which

Hie Mﬂjeet?'s-&overnment Ieel it weuld be eepecially

much concern that Your Majesty.contemplates dismissing |

O Larn H ;_ )
thie Government has a 1erge majority in the begistewmbel

el L ARt n B
A "‘."'U.____..__a._‘wi",,u_ e RN o o e e T




r O . ‘necessary to avold would be the installation in
',“7 ;orrice or'a-Palace Minister or other Minister not
-;:;fﬁoésassihg a majorlty in the Legislature; and the
1 . keeping of this new Minister in power for the purpose
= B "ot managing the Election. His Majesty's Government
| would rind 1t impossible to defend such procedure in
fé' : ;ﬂ:public. and would rael.bound to Instruct their - |
' ' -f;Ambassador to'tendef.rarmal advice against such a
' course. The ﬁar Cabinet desire me to say that tbey
;would-appréciata an exprésaion of Your Majesty's \ ]
. views upon this'matter which?might'bacoms‘axceediﬁglyi '
.:g;h ;§;? grawa, berore any further steps are taken to bring
o 'Tf j:1t to & haad._ Ends., o | ‘
_ f'_?f.4.- "7 Meanwhile ‘the Commanders in-Chief should
‘7fﬁf ytakn all necessary steps 10 maRB sure that their
j”“u 3  Torces are marShallad and ready to glve support 10
tha Amhassador should hﬂ require it.- 3  '
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Fbllowing from Prime Mlnister to Lorﬂ Klllearn

‘Please repeat this telegram tq Lorﬂ Mbyne and thﬁ three'
Gommanders-in~0h1ef

‘'he War Cablnet had.under con31derat10n to-day various
telegrans from the Middle Bast about the dispute beilween

. Kking Farouk and his Govermment. - They also re-read the teiegi&ms
which had passed on a very similar occasion almosi exactly a

year ago. They recommend that all parties should re-read these
telegrans, ‘‘hey show most clearly the gquité needless fears
entertained by the then Commanders-in-Chief, and theé gloomy = !
prophésies which were made by the military authorltles. They |
also show the anxieties expressed by the ithen dinister of Staie,

the decisions which were takeh here to over~-ride “these points of
" view, and the happy results atiained by firm actidh by His
: _Majesty S Ambassador, not excludlng the p0551b1e use of. force.

ar

-

e 2, A, hew cumpllcatlon has arisen on’ thls occcasion in the A
> Greek trouble, which involves some of our ircops, and which I -
- should like to get setiled before undcrtaklng further labours.

:Lf?jﬂn the other hand, the improvement in the Allied war position is
S very great since this time last year, While therefore the use
oor-of force, to bring pressure upon the King cannot be excluded, it

o t—-".-the Chimber”which has siill three vears of its lawful tem to rum,

."is not probable that it will be required, It is however ]
o ﬂesirﬁble Yo gain a little tlme to wear down the-Greek mutlneers.

3. The following mcssage should be dellvered at’ hlS

e ifjdiscretion, by Lord Killearn to King Faxouk

L

[Begins] ffﬁ . . i

r _”he Har Gablnet have hsavd W1th much concern that Ybur

.

S “Majesty contemplates dismissing from effice the Govermient of

Hahas' Pasha, although this Government hss a large majority in

b ok o L Caa ol i

s ol




0 - - ' . !
R " - . PR ' . FEEN - .
. K : -_ - . .
e ny . ) s . -t 4 - 2 -
. 1 . . S . °

A From a.parllamentary and constitutional point of view thls
Lews 0 would appear o be a very doubiful and possibly dangerous .
;"o course to embark on, If however Your llajesty feels that an
Cares o Jimaediate General Electionm would clear the air, and if the
., 0 - . Prime lidnister is persuaded to submit himself 1o the eleciors,
R - ! dlssolution forthwith would not be a subject on vhich His
w30 Majesty's Government' would feel it right to express an opinion,
- .7 . ‘Yhe one course which lMis iajesty's Government feel it would be
DR ~especially necessary to avoid would be the installation in '
T T office of a kalace liinister or other ilnister not possessing a
seowe st Y majority inothe Legislature, and the keeping of this new
: ""u“Minister in ,pover for the jurpose of managing the Election, -
-+~ Hig liajesty's Govermient would find it impossible to defend
;’Z such procedure in public, and would feel bound fo insiruct
. their Anbassador o tender formal advice against such-a course.
- The Vay Cabinet desire me to"' S0V THAT they would dppreciate an
’ expression of Your liajesty's views upon this matter, which -
mi;,ht become exceedingly grave, before an:,r :E‘urther steps are
taken to br:.ng it to a head -{Bnds], PR
g
L. : LIﬁanwhlle the Golmnanders- n-Ch:.ef should talce all\
- '_--necessary steps fo make sure.that their forces are marshalled,
3?11{1 ready to giva_ support to the Ambassador should be. requnf
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You will nave seen my No. ééo of tha.
. present date. . Let me k.now ‘exactly what you would
" 1ike to do, and what you think can be done. It 1s

curious now so far, exactly what ‘heppened last. year .
‘has been mpeated. Howaver t.he ‘Palace may have

~'learned mischief by experience. General . ie
': . r ’J exercised efeatist . influence 1ast. year. Is hq
I Lplaylng any{ part; now? B \'.
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Following from Prlme Himster to Lord Killeam. . v
. _ ' \
Secret, Private and Persona.l I ' C L F.
You will have seen my Ho. 560 of the present date.
©.Let me lmow exactly what you would like to’do, and what
' you think can be done, It is curious how so far, exactly
- what happened last year has been repeated. However the
"~ - Palace may have learned mischief by expenence,i
s/ " General Stone exercised a defeat:.st influence ast year.
S Is he playing an:,r undue part now? :
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Uy telegram o. 560 [of 20th A ril; diopute between
King Farouk and Egyptian Governmontg - |

Following should bo addod.at ond of parograph be
'y
[Begina] |

oI you think "managlng the oloction" too strong, you
ara at 1ibor¢y to subatituto “preparing for tho election“
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U C10th April, 1944, .

e ‘,l.._

" WAR. CABINET,

| MeMORANDUM BY THE PRIME MINISTER. | |

-4 I circulate herewith, for consideration by the War Cabinet, a note by the
“. .- Foreign Office on the political crisis which has arisen in Egypt and is described

» .., in recent telegrams from Hie Majesty's Ambassador,. . -0 -7 . -~ . . =

U . 19th April, 184, e

?‘.
I3

Note. . - o0& T
In May of last year King Farouk endeavoured to get rid of Nahas Pasha
-and his Government on the ground that they had been shown by the famous
. -so-called '* Black Book ”’ (published by one of Nahas’ ex-Ministers) to be corrupt
. - and unworthy to continue in office. His Majesty's Government were unimpressed ' - .
-« * by these charges; they regarded a change of régime as definitely undesirable © °
-+ . having regard to the war situation and the loyalty of Nahas to the Allied cause; .-
~, < and they advised King Farouk-—who accepted their advice—to retain his Prime
. .- Minister in office and to collaborate with him. ) .
L 2. This collaboration has proved increasingly difficult. , For his part Nahas
-~ Pasha has continued to work loyally with ns; but his administration has
%" deteriorated and in particular mismanaged supplies, with a consequent loss of &
" measure of public suppert, though it remains tLe only party with a substantial
¢ public following. The King has now, without warning, confronted us with .
" written proposals that he should dismiss Nahas and install in his place a Govern- -
' ‘ment composed of His Majesty’s nominees to conduct a so-called. ** free clection.’
"~ The charges aigainst. Nahas are corruption, maladministration and an attempt
. ... -to usurp the King’s position nnd prerogatives. While there may be substance
- in some of these charges (though probably little in the last) we do not consider
.7 that they should be used at this stage of the war to oust Nahas Pasha and launch -
« -7 Egypton a period of political uncertainty under Royal auspices.

3. Lord Killearn has indicated his Ereferenm for a policy of insisting, by -
force if necessary, on the retention of Nahas in power, though he warns us that
conditions are less favourable to such & policy than in 1942, Having regard to the

, undoubted fall in Nuhas Pasha’s stock in the tountry, and to the fact that the -
.+ questions at issne are largely those of Egyptian internal politics, we feel that = °
... . every eflort should first be made by oral representation to dissuade His Majesty .~
“ . from his present course; and that as an alternative to 4 blunt refusal og his = ..
« 7" present proposals we should urge on him the necessity of preparing for a general
- election, conducted by the present Government, though with such safeguards of
7 “freedom of voting as His Majesty may desire to suggest. . e

.- Foreign Office, 17th April, 1944’ -
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