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[This telegram is of particular seoreoy and should be retained
by the authorised recipient and not passed on]

[CYPHER] DEPARTMENTAL (SECRET)

FROM CAIRO TO FOREIGN OFFICE

Lord Killearm •
No. 618 .
23rd April, 19U

IMMEDIATE

D. 4..S2p.m. 23rd April, 19U
R. 6,50 p.m. 23rd April, 19U

g g g g g

I
I

On my instructions, His Majesty's Minister and Oriental
Counsellor discussed yesterday evening, very tentatively, details
of military measures in the event of force having to be used in
tmergenoy,

2, General Stone emphasised the importance of our being 1
assured that Nahas Pasha would fully co-operate and that •
Prince Mohammed Ali would accept the succession if King Farouk \,
were to abdicate or be deposed,

3. General Stone also stressed the importance of the
time factor. Though he could provide guard for various
essential points in Cairo by April 2Vth, enough troô  would not
be available for full military action in Cairo before April 2/th
at the earliest. Even with the force then, available there
would be an element .of gamble,'

I. General Stone said that it was desirable to decide
beforehand where King Farouk should be sent in the event of
abdication or deposition. He greatly favoured his being sent
by air from Cairo west as that would involve the shortest
passage through parts not in our military control. May I be
informed on this? I remember that in 1%2 Canada expressed
willingness to take him but South Africa would be easier.
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should
be retained by the authorised recipient and not
passed on].

a rec

3 tI
[CYPHER] DEPARTMENTAL^ SECRET).

FROM CAIROCAMBASSADOR) TO FOREIGN OFFICE.

Lord Klllearn.
Noi 801.
21st April, 1944.

D: 1.13 p.m. 21st April,1944,
R: 1.10 p.m. 21st April,1944,

666 '
MOST IMMEDIATE.

' Your telegram No. 660,

I have applied for audience this afternoon
to act upon your instructions. I shall stick
to the original wording, not that contained in
your telegram No. 663. orv,

2. I have ascertained in advance that Nahas
Pnsha, if requested by King Farouk to go to
electors, will be- willing to do so. His Excellency
gave this reply with no hesitation.i »

O.T.P.
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed en].

'[CYPHERK • ' • ' . . ; DEPABTIWITAt. SECRET vv"^/i
** • "~s -*.-- - • - - , . . . , - , _

CAIRO TO FOREIGN OFFICE

Lori Killeara
809 - D* 10,10* p.m. 21st April

21st April 1944 R. 11.40* p.m. 21at April 1944
- ' *

' . . , : 8 1 8 8 . , . . , . ' .

MOST IMMEDIATE > ' . , , '. < ' • ' .'

Y«ur telegram N«. 560.
' , * . • . v ;

Top Secret.

I was received by King Farouk at 5, p. IB. this afternoon.
I gave him the message from the War Cabinet.

' • ' '
2. His Majesty at once observed that for reasons

already stated in writing (my telegram No.\ 722) it was quite
Impossible 'to hold an election under Hahas Pasha, There
was in fact nothing new to tell me since his written note.
He had only contemplated a Palace Ministry to make "free"
election possible,, In short repeated His "Majesty once pore,
everything he had to say was 'already contained in his written\
note* .; . . . . .; ." '• • ',.-,/• ,. •". ,-,.;..•. r, . . . , . .,- \

. ' • ' * • • . ' • • - " . • ' • \

5. His Majesty then said that he had a question to
put to His Majesty's Government; thus at his dictation I
took down as follows:- _* ;

"Is the British Government prepared to choose
definitely between the King of Egypt and Nahas Pasha staying
in power?" When I asked for elucidation His Majesty
dictated the following:- "this means that King Farouk,
apart from acting as he thinks best in the interest ©f his
countryi is thinking essentially of defending his honour."

4. His Majesty added that if the answer was in favour
of Nahas Pasha he trusted that eur exchange ©f letters with
the latter of February 5th, 1942 would "be withdrawn." So
which I replied that in such event that would presumably
be a matter for Nahas Pasha1 s consideration.

6. I said, that I must crystallise ills Majesty's
answer into a form I could submit to you. Surely he would
like to ponder a little? His Majesty said no, his reply
was dear. So I put him these two questions:

' "(ft) Are you prepared to let Nahas-Pasha himself g©
to the country?" Reply; "I couli not think of inviting him

* •. -*

\ /AV ' ' • . " ' . . - • / to go
*' V t ' l « *

,:-, • r,>
V • • *
¥'
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to go tt the country at present wing to complete lack of
free elect! on,"

* -

6, I then put ray second question ("b) "Is Y«mr Majesty
prepared t@ carry ©n with the existing Government?" To
this His Majesty replied that he must first kn©w the answer
to the questions he hat put earlier to Ills Majesty's
Governnent, ' . ' ,-y ' ' ' •

7* Pending'such answer His Majesty renewed his
formal undertaking that no action should "be taken meanwhile.

8» Ills Majesty was calo and collected - and friendly :
throughout - he explained that he was absolutely detached,
It was fate and not he bin self which had made hiu King
of Egypt and faced hia with these problems,

9, I pressed hin repeatedly to give an affirmative
"answer to me on «ther point in War Cabinet laessage. He
said that he had nothing to add to what he had already
stated^;, . - . v- ; . . - , • ' '/ . .'^'- • • • ' .. ' . • • • • : • ' : ,'/

10, Before leaving I said that with-His Majesty's
permission I proposed to see Has..,* Pasha and tell him cf
your message and of what had passed with him. He agreed.
For account of that conversation see ay immediately following
tologram*:,-- . . ' • . . , . ? • • v . '. .A . . ' : . ; . : : . .'/;•; . ' • . ; • . . . • . , . \

• i ^ ', " • • • i -
t ' • . • • • ';• • . ' *•* . . . " • t . • . • . - ' . • ' . ' • • • ' ; . ' . *

11, Copied to Lord Moyno and Comaanders-in-Chief,
; (

* t
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The-prime~MiniBlreî tarB~SBkedxror a note
on the part played by King Farouk In
provoking the present crisis in Egypt.

For some months past His Majesty and his
Government have been accusing each other of
Blighting "behaviour, and jockeying for position;
and it would be difficult to apportion the blame
clearly though His Majesty has throughout
adopted a very off-hand manner with his Prime
Minister. His Majesty appears, however, to have
been finally provoked to action by the cir-
cumstances of Nahas Pasha's recent,,tour of
Upper Bgypt; and to have indicated to his
entourage, for general oral circulation, that he
had had enough and that the time had at last
come for a change of Government. (We heard
these reports a week before the King acted).
The next step was His Majesty1s action in sending
for the Ambassador and handing him an indictment
of Nahas Pasha's administration in support of his
decision to dismiss it. A copy of tils •'
indictment is attached.• I

r~. 20th April 19444

^ *̂  fl- cl-/*7«û
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y I understand you have A8ked'''.for'-X->not«-.on,the
. ,- • • ^ • . • • • • • , • • . - ' • . " ; ' • • ' • • •••! , . . . . ' - . '..•' - ' ' ' , . ' ' ' • »' • • . '

part played by King Faroufc in provoking the

^I^8entcriBi8\in Egypt. ^^
2* VVFbr come i&onths past His Majesty and his

• , - ' ' • ' - • ' • . - - • , • . • . . - . • • ' / ' . , • ;i .

have been accusing each other of slight-]

ing bebavioui*, anl jockeying for position; and it

\fcXDuld be difficult to apportion the blame clearly

though Bis Majesty has throughout adopted a very
iT",-. • - ' • - -.•?<•*••'• • - ;,. . . - - - ., • . • : - ' . . . - . • . • •* • • • ' . ' . , - . . - " " " ' -'>,''.•/

;off-iiand wanner, with his Prime Minister. Kis i

Majesty appears, to*ever, to have bean finally

provoked to action by the circumstances of liabas
•<• ... . » . . - , ••> " • . . . . • . • . ' ! . . • • • • • • ' .;• • . . . , . - ^ - ' ' ' • » ' . ' .

Pasha's recent tour of Upper Egypt; and trf have

indicated to his entpuraget for general oral
circulation, that he had had enough "and tft&t the

U'/UA.'. -''./x-'-V-.;*-^'i ; U::'"K •.-:'-'v'-. V - ; ; ^•^•l'.': '. -.- .'.- h:-~/- ' • ' - . • "
''•^•^^'••'^•.•^'''y>'y^ ;.' • .• ticse ••••
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'Una bad at last 0000 for a cbange of Government.
(Wo heard these reports a *eefc cetera tUo King acted)*i.
TUG next step was His Majesty's action in sending Tor

tUe Ambassador and banding niia an indictment of liatias
*• ' '
PaBfca's admioistratioa in support of nis decision to
dismiss it.* A copy of this indictment is attached* *

:;.*.;f,..̂  l!>'",' !i /-:- '̂ .'î -'-V/. ' • " •
•. ," '.'.;;,;-;'',„ ,.•,/„,;;.':' (Signed)'. A.

' '

April .'

'# 1* .*•

" , •-)'•,• '-w ':••'' '•'.,?•';' ''(V.V .' »/ .»,_. n-*, » % , • »< l '
' ' '• • ' ' 4

Cairo ( Ambassador) telegram

\ . I 1" F ~ }

'. ...-*>,,:' ^ '•'•' -V

''

4, 'V

t• /



>> i

.*

A T

f Vn toy

OUTWARD TELEGRAM
h'ROMi U.Q. '

" TO! , CAHAD/V ' " (QOV2.')
' •„ , ' AUSTRALIA. . '. " '

, • • ' < 30UTH AFRICA " • '-
* . • ' •' :

Uent 3«(00 p.m., S2nd Apr., 1944.,;

JO Nor 610 TOP, aBCRift* ' ' • ..'•. ̂ v^ • 5';: - • ' .; ' ,' * M
v . Following for. Prime JUnister. / ,

• My telegram-D No. D86 of 19th April. • • ,v

War Cabinet considered Egyptian crisis on April 20th. Aa
result His Majesty's Ambassador.was Instructed to,deliver following
message to Kins Farouk. ; .

2v0 Begins. : The War Cabinet have heard with much concern that
Your Majesty contemplates dismissing from office the Government of
Kahas Pasha, although this Government has a large majority in ^he
Chamber which has 'still three years of Its lawful tarm to run, ;

From a parliamentary and constitutional point of view thle would
appear to be a very doubtful and 'possibly dangerous ofourso to ', •
embark on. . If however Your Majeaty feols that an Iwaadiate !.
General .Election v/ould clear the air, and If the Prime Minister la
persuaded to ^submit himself to the electors, a dlejiolutlon

'forthwith would not be a subject on'which the Unlisted Kingdom
Govornment would feel It right to express an opinion. The ono
course which the United Kingdom Oovernmept feel it would toe
especially necessary, to. avoid would..be the installation in office
of a Palace Minister or other Minister not possessing a majority
In the Legislature, and the keeping of this now Minister in pcv^er
for the- purpose of managing the Election. ; The 'United Kirgdom
Government would find It/impossible to defend such procedure in
publlci and would feel bound to instruct their Ambassador to

-tender formal advice against such a course. The War Cabinet
desire me to say that they would appreciate an expression of Your
Majesty's views upon this matter/which might become exceedingly
grave, before any further steps are» talceh to bring it ,to a..heruL
Ends,' ' , ' • . . . ' ' • • , ' • • ' . : - .^ ; ; : , - . ' . . . ' . ' • ' : . : -

1 3. , Please see ray Immediately folloving',telegram.

Copy to:-

SPKCIAL

W.C.O. air K. Bridges
F.O. air B. Newton-

:, '. • l.lr. J.JJ. Carapboll
Mr/ a. McKereth
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IT''^5 '•.""•'(This telegram must be paraphrased if the communication of its
contents to any person outside Government,, service is authorised.)

• • • . ' - . ' . -, Jmc^ito't:

OUTWARD-TELEGRAM
CKY'HOJ v'J

'.•I KS

.o-

V'}:•'':
' .., *i._* *' •

".•"i'V;,"
' ' '-V-.

- . C - A l l A D

".'''I,-

AFKJCA :«
^ ' ' • * • ' ' ' . ' ' • ' • '

.(Hont ;!U.&8 p.m.* £2r;d. vpz»,,

.., ._.... . . . ^v>r°: .f^vV-::.:ic;!;>'j:tr'Fol!l6iffJin(i •for.'.prira® ?J
^ ^ . - ^ K V ^ V • - • • - • • • ' - : - " ' ' . ' ' • : •
'^''^':••'•:J:-^'Wv**«i«grbfli->. i»o<.
1 , v vHlB ?*r\Jo^ty'(3M(n'bna«jfidop doliver-a.01 m«50CfigC' to U
K'lng ?nrc?uk. oo •Sl8t-'.\pril hiring .flPBt" naceptalnod -th-it If \

.vroyueot^d-by.-tlia KiTij: to do ,ao lf>h-5«'-Vaaha-"Would be willing .
to KO t o thcv c-lootora, ^ . : . . , ' - ' : ''.V";;.'.-r.. t , / ••'••-...••. ' ' • , . , . . ' . ' • , . )

C ' ^ ' - ' v . ; , ; - . ' : - : . ' / - y . • • : ' ' ' " • ' - ' ,: ^;"i '". ' • • ' • - " " : ^ ' - ' . ^ ; - " . • • ' ' • • ' • • • • ' ' ' . • ! . ; ' • . ? < . • ' '.••,;
. - , ' V ^ - y » ' ' Thu.'Kinjj lnt 'cmoo observed th.ut'tt ''fna ;'qxUte - ' •
'.lrrri>.tv8(o;Vbl6 to hold <m Kl&otiofc \ind<?y N diri» Pf»ah^ ^ ^ woul<i
"'i*o;t; "he fret.% '!« t'non O'iid 'that h€" hnd the foiledInfi questVm
to put to tihfv Uirited Kingdom (Government.r '•'!» the Ursi ted--
K.*,ngdoii, aovcrtr'jR'.on't pxtjpnred to ahoaaa ^finitely between the

.'King: of ^cypt and J»/>.ha8 PnRhn staying In pov?opv" v/hon «s'
for eluoldratich; ha ftnld 'M;hf,Q MB^nLx .t)ir«-t(Kl»g P'iro\JJc fjpiet
,,fro;n acting,•".« ]ie .Wiinka "bei't in the .intordfitu of his
:1(3 t,,V\inkAnig o£»aeatlolly of cterondlng.his .honour*.-:

.

3. K.x« Tin jeoty *fr//An'b?i«6J: i!ior .thea ' e n r i . . .
was. prepared ^O'carry on -with t'hs ©jcia'ting G-ov«jrwr.ent;t to

-whiob tlis K.inpt raplloct ttot iw must first know the o'mwer -to
t^o quwutiorj he hart ^uat, put to fiia m^eaty's Ooverwaeat,
PonCliag £jufth r-ntswc'.!? the King •i»e7M3<s/«d his formoX undertaking
ihwt v«o ootlon otiyultl.be•• taken'.•R?.eftnT?hil»a',. .

F.O, ,
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(This telegram must be paraphrased if the commimtjcation of its
contents to any person outside Government service islaut' ' ~

"vl |

OUTWARD TELEGRAM
'CYPHER (TYj'JU)

FHOM: D.p. .,

TO: ', ' CANADA
- AUaTliALlA

' v HSW ZEALAND
*- 'SOUTH AFRICA "

7.00
.

S6th Apr., 19440 )
*

J.)B NO. 688 TOP-

following for Prime

"i'—,_

\
No. ' 614 of Apr11„

to War Cnblr.et raesoage ooramxiiaioa'coa
Kins 'Far ouk on ApPll Si'atj,' latter has, now. replied that
he baa de aided to loavo tlia present 'Qoyarjimont in
offloe for tho time being. A •.

' ' '

Sir B;
air B.
to. J.D, ar,aar.wvy <•

»a MoKcro^h - • '

.
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10, D O W N I N G STREET
W H I T E H A L L , -

4th May, 1 . ̂

COPY OF MINUTE BY THE PRIME MINISTER.

Reference: P.M./44/265'.

• "Thank you.

w.s.c.
:>;. .4.5.44."
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I agree that this is not entirely satisfactory. .
I should have liked to have pressed for an election
and to let it "be known that we had done so.

If we are to send a message to King Parouk (I
do not know that he particularly deserves one) I think
that at the least we ought to add an expression of our
view that tension so, acute as has recently been the

case/
36349 F.O.P.



case is best reeovjejl vby allowing the government in
power to go to the country (a procedure which ,
although we need not say so, affords us some opportunitj
quite apart from the actual results of the election of
gauging feeling in Egypt).

25th April 1944.

H I
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» is ?? particular secrecy and should be
retained by the Authorised recipient and not passed on],
{Cypher J . . . - . . , . . - : v MPjj

Lord Killearn.
110.827 . .

•24th April, 1944.

C. 7.08 p.m..'84th April, 1944.
R. 7.40 p.*. S4th April, 1044.

MOST 'MiBDIAiEB.' , : • ' ; , • , ; • ' • t

.TOP1 'SECRET. ; * ' • . '. _ ; „ J - •• : •

Hassanein Pasha has just handed me,attached message
.from King Farouk. > ->. •

u A -A A-4. -, - - * , - • - -—£ Excellency that he \has decided to leave the present Government, [srp. undec.] \
office for the time being; [Ends], .< l ' \

2. I asked His Excellency to thank His Majesty for
this wise decision which I was sure you would receive '
with tho greatest relief.

\

•S. I agreed on the other hand with his „
that cock-crowing on either side should be avoiaed. TO
that end I suggested that the indication that crisis was

••••;; over had better come at first from the,'Palace, nad'we
I agreed that Nahas Pasha should'be urged to asx for an1 J audience 3.t which His I la je sty .would have a frank discussion

- with him but be scrupulously gentle with him taking the
line that whilst the conduct of the Government, had not been1 pleasing to His Majesty they should now make a fresh start.
King Parouk would say there had been criticism of what the
" Government had been doing ar>d ho hoped that that would be

.-•'., put right. I emphasised that F? grp. omtd.? if] such an
v - ' audience took place there should be no provocation by His

• I- Majesty who must use the utmost restraint. Being a born
/•• optimist what I still hoped for was genuine friendly co-

operation1 between tho two. Kgypt must really show'the world
• that she was grown up,

••6. [sic] Has.... said that Hahas P&sha on his side must
also co-operate. His Excellency urged that llahas Pasha1 should cease his inflai.imatory [grp. undcc,] [grp. undec.

>•. •? rebellious] [grp. undec. ? specsches] and he spoke of the
- desirability of getting rid of Ministers of Defence and
Education. Of course until they [grp. undcc.]ed it was

"irst s]>•ssentlal that things should slip back into normal.

6. I aaid that as regards the Minister of Defence he was
'past his work and the Chief of the General Staff also was
not UD to his job. My own view was that both should go.

• v? ; ' ...[grp. undec. ?But]



[grp. undoc, ? But] I.ncrced that tine must be
allowed to arrange both pnlatcbty. As to the Minister
of Education I was clear that it was not practical
politics to oxpect tho Government to part with their
ablest nepbcr and techriician. Has.... said why not
make him President of the Chaster - a suggestion- which
I did not fqllow up, . . , , .

7. V/e left' it that I should at once see Aiain •
Osiaan (Has... preferred this to no going to Kahas

• Pasha himself at his house owing-to the flutter it -would
cause), tell hiii to infona Halias Pasha of King Farouk's
coomunlcation, impress upon Nahas Pasha importance of
avoiding any cock-orowingf and endeavour to arrange llahaa'
Pasha should ask f&r auaioLco on the lines proposed.
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be retained
by the authorised recipient and not passed on.j

[OTHER] v DEPARTMENTAL (SECRET) • :

FROM CAIRO ,TO FOREIGN OFFICE. ' •*•
Lord_Killeam
. 884.

24th April, 1944,
' D. 10.55 a.m. 25th April, 1944.
R* 10.50, a.m. 25th ApHlJ 1944.

JJJ

•' '. MOST

TOP SECRET. , ' % % V '^, ;

Action taken with Amin accordingly. He- said that he
had already been approached by an emissary of the Palace
with a suggestion of a reconciliation between the Palace
and the Prime Minister on various conditions. Amin had
replied that the first 'thing to do was to get the two
principals i.e. King Farouk and Nahas Pasha into friendly

* relationship and then details could be discussed -between
Hassanein and Amin in a spirit of give and take. I agreed

I* that this was a sensible line to take and precisely what I
had urged upon Hassanein. v - J*

;' ' . '- '̂ ;.̂ K'
 :'^•.'^:V•:^:;;•:^•;^Y^^^'V',•:•'^•»:•':•'-..:' ; " : •..-.-.. "

[O.T.PJ ;

-"J«̂ -.4'̂ /:••:•
X-'V. IS By ?%

''•>'< £*:is &t f "••

",',>
V . ,-,

11^

•%.,;
fi -n n̂ 3T«se'
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be retained
by the authorised recipient and not passed

[CYPHER] WAR CABINET DISTRIBUTION

FROM CAIRO TO FOREIGN OFFICE

Lord Killearn
No. 788 ,

April 20, 19U

MOST IMMEDIATE

, Your telegram Ho. 519.

D. 4.25 p.m. April 20, 19U

H. 4.30 p,m, April 20, 19U

tfff 3 ;<f

Hasanein asked the Oriental Counsellor to call on him and
handed him at 2*00 p.m. the following moss ago from King Farouk
f«r mo to communicate to the Prime Minister,'

r • ' • • . ' • - , "' • • " " • * •

[Begins;]

In telegram from the British Prime Minister which
Your Excellency handed to me on April 181 was asked to refrain
from taking any action against Nahas Government and was told that
His Britannic Majesty's Government "would almost certainly range
themselves against whoever strikes first".

It has now come to my knowledge that Nahas Pasha intends at!
tonight's sitting of the Chamber of Deputies, very likely to be
transformed into a secret session, to question thej&ing's
constitutional rights which have been applied and enforced since
the promulgation of the Constitution end to argue that the King
will be acting unconstitutionally in the''event of his taking any '
action within the limits ef his rights.

All reports reaching me agree that whatever the nature and
[sic ? of] discussions this evening may be Nahas Pasha's
intention is to deliver an attack on the King.

I would therefore request Your Excellency to telegraph the
situation as set ©ut above immediately to Mr, Churchill and to say
that in this case Nahas Pasha'-. "is striking first" and that
action must at once be taken to prevent any parliamentary debate .
or decisions which would infringe the King's prerogatives or be
detrimental to his dignity or prestige. [Ends],

2. The Oriental Counsellor told Hasanein that we had
already received similar reports and that Amin Osraan ©n being asked
about them had categorically denied any such proceedings taking
place in the Chamber this afternoon. The deputies Anin Osman said,
had been summoned for this afternoon's unusual session (as a rule |
they do not meet ©n Thursdays) in case the political situation
became critical t*-day. But as things were, only ordinary f
business would bo transaotod.



3, Hasanein reminded the Oriental Counsellor of the
occasion when Amin Osraan had conveyed us an assurance from
the Prime Minister that Hilali would not continue discussion
of Hasanein1s private debts and nevertheless Hilali had

r continued. He- begged that the Ambassador should again get
a categorical assurance from Amin Osman that no direct or
.indirect attacks would be made on the King in the Chamber
this evening. l

A-. I have since spoken once more to the Secretary
General emphasising the urgency of avoiding anything
provocative or which might bo interpreted by the palace as
giving pretext for action. He has assured me categorically that
only normal business will be transacted in this afternoon's
session: that Nahas Pasha will not himself attend: and ,
bogged mo to add that unliko the Palace the Government stuck
tothoir word, V
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The War Cabinet had under consideration
to-day various telegrams from the Middle East about
the dispute between King Farouk and his Government.

They also re-read the telegrams which had passed on a
very similar occasion almost exactly a year ago. \

i
They recommend that all parties should re-read these,
telegrams. They show most clearly the quite i
needless fears entertained by the then Commanders-in-1 .-*
Chief, and the gloomy prophesies which ŵ re made by

the military authorities. They also show the

anxieties expressed by the then Minister of State, the

decisions which were taken here to over-ride these
points of view, and the happy results attained by

'firm action by His Majesty»s Ambassador, not excluding

thê use of force.

2. A new complication has arisen on this
occasion in the Greek trouble, which involves sorno of

our.troops, and which I should like to get settlofl_
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before undertaking further labours. On the other

hand* the improvement in the Allied war position is
very great since this time last year. While

M therefore the use of force^uponthe King cannot be
. , excluded, it is not probable that it will be required.

. " ' • ' • • . • • • ,
>• , . It is however desirable to gain a little time to wear

down the Greek mutineers. *

3. The following message should be delivered,
; . at his discretion, by Lord Killearn to King Farouk.

Begins. The War Cabinet have heard with

much concern that Your Majesty contemplates dismissing
V( from office the Government of Nahas Pasha, although
V\ -
this Government has a large majority. in the, ~ . «I

(,

has still three years of its lawful term to run.

From a parliamentary and constitutional point of view

this would appear to be a very doubtful and possibly

] dangerous course to embark on. If however Your
i • - . - ' •

Majesty feels that an immediate General Election

would clear the air, and if the Prime Minister is

persuaded to submit himself to the electors, a
4 dissolution forthwith would not be a subject on which

His Majesty1s Government would feel it right to.

express an opinion. The one course which

His Majesty*s Government feel it would be especially



-1

necessary to avoid would "be the installation in

offIce of a Palace Minister or other Minister not

possessing a majority in the Legislature, and the
keeping of this new Minister in power for the purpose
of managing the Election. His Majesty!s Government
would find it impossible to defend such procedure in

\ public, and would feel bound to instruct their
I Ambassador to tender formal advice against such a

. "; '(

course. The War Cabinet desire me to say that they
would appreciate an expression of Your Majesty's \
views upon this matter, which-might become exceedingly
grave, before any further steps are taixn to bring

' • • • • : ' ' • .-, . ' • ' : *
it to a head. Ends. .
4. Meanwhile the Commanders-in-Chief should ;

\ take all necessary steps to matta sure that theiri ' ' . . . . . • . ,
* forces are marshalled and ready to give support to

Ambassador should he require it.

20.4.44.
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following'from Prime Minister to Lord Killearn.

Please repeat this telegram to Lord Moyne .and the three
Commanders-in-Chief. , - ' '

The War Cabinet had under consideration to-day various
telegrams from the Middle East about the dispute between
King Farouk and his Government. They also re-read the telegrams
which had passed on a very similar occasion almost exactly a \
year ago. ' They recommend that all parties should re-read these
telegrams. They show most clearly the quite needless fears \
entertained by the then Cominanders-in-Ghief, and the gloomy \
prophesie's v/liich were made by the military authorities. They !

. . also- show the anxieties expressed by the then Minister of State,
' the decisions which were taken here to over-ride ~t£ese points of

view, and the happy results attained by firm actidn by His
Majesty's Ambassador, not excluding the possible use of.force.

/, 2. A,new complication has arisen on this occasion in the
; Y Gree-k trouble, which involves some of our troops, and which I

should like to get settled before undertaking further labours.
/•- On the other hand", the improvement in the Allied war position is
../•very great since this time last year. While therefore the use

of force, to bring pressure upon the King cannot be excluded, it
"' is not probable that it will be required. It is however
' desirable ,to gain a little time to wear down the -Greek mutineers.

f • . . . , ' .- '

3. • The following message should be delivered, at'his
• discretion, by Lord Killearn to King Farouk.-' •

* . • r ' - ' • '.' *

'" • .-.[Begins], •/:' . " - . . - . ''•- • • - .;• . " >' ••••.•''• . •-/ . ' '". ' :/ •

.The War Cabinet have heard with much concern that Your
• 'Majesty contemplates dismissing from ©ffice the Government'of

Hahas-Pasha, although this Government has a large majority in
-the Chamber which has still'three years of its lawful term to run.

' - - From/
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From a parliamentary and constitutional point of view this
would appear to be a very doubtful and possibly dangerous .
course to embark on. If however Your Majesty feels that an
immediate G-eneral Election would clear the air, and if the
frime Minister is persuaded to submit himself to the electors,
a dissolution forthwith would not be a subject on which His
Majesty's Government' would feel it right to express an opinion.
The one course which His llajesty's Government feel it would be
especially necessary to avoid would be the installation in
office of a lalace Minister or other liinister not possessing a
majority in the 'Legislature, and the keeping of this new
' Minister in power for the purpose of managing the Election.
•His Majesty's Government would find it impossible to defend .
; such procedure in public, and would feel bound to instruct
• their Ambassador to tender formal advice against such- a course.
The War Cabinet desire me Ho "s¥y*tha"f" they would appreciate an

' expression of Your Majesty's views upon this matter, which * >.
might become" exceedingly grave, before any further steps are
taken to bring it to a head. [Ends],

'' ' .* \ ' *.':" ' '•'•' • . • • • ' : . ''. ' .. ' : . . - . ' . • • • • ' • . , v

4. • Ifeanwliile the Coiiuaanders-in-Chief should .take-all^
necessary steps to make sure, that their forces are marshalled,
and ready to give support to the Ambassador • should be require

• " ' ' '

'O.T.P. .

. V
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of theYou will have seen my No.
Present date. Let me know exactly what" you would
like to do, and what you think can be done. It is
curious how so far, exactly what happened last year
ŝ ̂^ repeated . However the Palace may have

!' learned mischief by experience. General
-exercised a datealiist influence last year. Is h

\

iplaying any part now?
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Following from Prime Minister to Lord Killearn.
- • - . . • ' I

Secret, Private and Personal. ' \
' ' ' '• ' ' • . ' •' ' °
You will have seen my Wo. 560 of the present date.

Let me know exactly what you would like to* do, and what
you think can "be done . It is curious how so far, exactly
what happened last year has been repeated. However the
Palace may have learned mischief by experience^
General Stone exercised a defeatist influence last year.
Is he playing any undue part now? . •

O.T.P. %
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No. 563
21st April, 19U.

MOST IMMEDIATE .'. i
DBDIP ' ,-

TOP SECRET ' ( .

lly telegram No. 560 [of 20th April: dispute between
King Farouk and Egyptian GovernmentJ.

Following should be added at end of paragraph U

[Begins]

If you think "managing the election" too strong, you
are at liberty to substitute, "preparing for the election".
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, EGYPT.

MEMORANDUM BY THE PRIME MINISTER.
i * •

I circulate herewith, for consideration by the War Cabinet, a note by the
Foreign Office on the political crisis which has arisen in Egypt and is described
i n recent telegrams from H i s Majesty's Ambassador. ' "

- ' : '.' •••••''.'•• : ' " • . : ' • " ' . Y.V..:- • . - ' . ' ' ' : ' ' : - " W- S- P- >'
' : ; ' - ' • < ' . ' , ; • ' • ' . ' ' • ' . . ' . ' ' , ' ' . ' • > ' *~ ' " • * " . , ' ' ' ' ' " ' . / ' ' ' " " • *

April, 1944. j

NOTE.

In May of last year King Farouk endeavoured, to get rid of Nahas Pasha
and his Government on the ground that they had been shown by the famous

.so-called " Black Book " (published by one of Nahas' ex-Ministers) to be corrupt
and unworthy to continue in office. His Majesty's Government were unimpressed
by these charges; they regarded a change of regime as definitely undesirable
having regard to the war situation and the loyalty of Nahas to the Allied cause;
and they advised King Farouk—who accepted their advice—to retain hisJPrime
Minister in office and to collaborate with him.

2. This collaboration has proved increasingly difficult. t JFor his part Nahas
Pasha has continued to work loyally with us; but his administration has
deteriorated and in particular mismanaged supplies, with a consequent loss of a
measure of public support, though it remains the only party with a substantial
public following. The King has now, without warning, confronted us with
written proposals that he should dismiss Nahas and install in his place a Govern-
ment composed of His Majesty's nominees to conduct a so-called, free election."
The charges against Nahas are corruption, maladministration and an attempt
to usurp the King's position and prerogatives. While there may be substance
in some of these charges (though probably little in the last) we do not consider
that they should be used at this stage of tne war to oust Nahas Pasha and launch
Egypt on a period of political uncertainty under Eoyal auspices.

3. Lord Killearn has indicated his preference for a policy of insisting, by
force if necessary, on the retention of Nahas in power, though lie warns us that
conditions are less favourable to such a policy than in 1942. Having regard to the
undoubted fall in Nahas Pasha's stock in the country, and to the fact that the
questions at issue are largely those of Egyptian internal politics, we feel that
every effort should first be made by oral representation to dissuade His Majesty
from his present course; and that as an alternative to ^a blunt refusal of his
present proposals we should urge on him the necessity of preparing for a general
election, conducted by the present Government, though with such safeguards of
freedom of voting as His Majesty may desire to suggest.

Foreign Office, 17th April, 1944. • . • , •
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