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BGYPT - Thﬂ War Cabinet had b forc thcm telegrams from
- . the Ministcr of Stute (Nos 1095) and His Majeaty's
Constitutional  Ambassador in CGod —{(Ho=s 855 ~&911) rogarditig tho
Criesis. - possib111t¢~tﬁﬁ£:§§ng Farouk would &ismlss Nahas Pasha
- Hﬂﬁﬂﬂ#&ffé#ﬁpxurnmcni. '

Sai g s

fr _
l‘I“‘ g (o= W enor IARY OF STATE ¥OR FORBIGN AFFALRS reculled
’ﬂ ?Jﬂ? that ﬂ‘ n;dahty 8 aibassador had originnlly proposcd
(It that, TN n viow to preventing the summary dismissal
of Lh., Ve Oergrnment, he should advise the King to
(WP T | wilow Mahaf foche to go to the country ir he 80 desired. |
'y : | Thds pruLUHUI L.ud becn approved by lis Majesty's -
L . | Govurmment =Ml tho Chiefs of Staff had instructed the
tmfﬁ : bommandoranln-,h¢af in Egypt to arrange that tho advice
e tendered by His Majosty's Ambassador could be backed
ij‘c,~ . z by foree if nuod arcog,. - Subscouently, the Commondors—
: d it in-Chief had etressaed the difficult of making British
Wor o o 5 troopy avallable for such purposes in prescnt circum- 3
) A5 ; #tances. ot o mooting of the Lefenca Comamittec in S 2
. 3 Coiro on the -2¥th April, thoy hsad indicated that thaoy
R could net conteuplate the use of roree without pro- .
e A judice to other und bigger issucs; and thoy were kK
v 7 telopaphing to the Chiefs of Staf'f their vicws on the
A militnr; inplicguicns of using forco at the present
time.  Thls tolegram had not yct however, boen . E
roculvaed,
x heanwhile, Hie Majosty's Ambussador was asking
- ' Lor carly inctructions regarding the line which he
ghould tuke with King Farouk, - He z2till thought thut
the right course wonld be to tunder formal advice that
yNahas Pazsha shouwld be allowed to go to the country if 4
« 'he so dusired; but he was disinelined to tender such 1
K - advice unlces he were assured that means would be avail~ -F
R : zhlg to enforee that advice i, in the last resordt, the
L use of foree becams necessary.  If thoe wmeansg of cooer-
clon viere ot nvsileble, evon in the last resort, it
Cndomy he preforeble that his action shouid tuke the
© Torm o an gppedl to King Furouk, rather than formal

O

aned

The ifindator of State, while apgroeing thai all g
reasonable eflorts should be made to keoep Nohas Pasha
&anu his UOICFHMLﬁt in eofficc, doprocatcd any threat of

. eoercion, He belleved that His Majesty's Ambassador
.o had a good chance of persuading the King to retain ;
Hahags without threstening force; and that, on balasnce, |
it would b better to let the Ward gr out of office *
-rathcﬂ thail contomplate the use of force and the
Eoﬂltiﬁﬂ ol {Lng Farauk in order to keep them in
ioe,

T PORAIAT 350D ﬁTLRY sugguated that instructions
misht be soent to His Maaesty 8 Ambagsador on the

followin: linco: = ro ;-
{1) ¢+ shemld not rule cut in advance coercive
‘ ' mocEdres against the. King; ut equally

rid Majosty's Government wera not committed, at
the present stage, to0 the use of Torce.

i
\ |

\(ii) Thure was no question of an sppeal to the King,
! but His Majesty's ambassador sheould tonder

i Lormal advice, ANy nilitary dispositicna

! which 1% might be nececsary te make should not |
be made at the same tims ns advice was tcndarad;f'

GO N e b
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(iii) ”ho mivics tendered should be that wo did net
et bl dismissal of Bahss at this juncture -
3 “in the beoat interost of igypt or of the wur
rgfvort. If it woas thourht necess ary that the
nir should be cleared, this ahould bo dome by &
- general clecticon. His Majosty's ambassodor wus
prevarad to Jdiscuss such measures as could be

taken ror sucing thﬂt tha eluctlons wers fulely
conductod.

)
]
|

(iv) If Kine Favowk ignored our advice, no action
: cmhwonld be takon with o view to its being enforced
withont DJurther refurence homo.

"he Forel -k Saecretary pointed out that action on thess
lines would hole the position until we had heard the views
of the Comuunderu—in-Chief, Midﬂle Wust;

In discussion, h“ view was put forward that
instructions on thesc lines woald not ernable His Majesty's
ambagsador to doclde whother to act strongly. In the last
resort, the ouastimm to be setiled was that posed In pracrahi
2(4) in kr. Coszey's telegram, namely whether, in the final
igssue, should the ing romain ohdurate, we should be
prayared to turn him out in ordzr to keaep the Wafd in.

It vags sgread that the first stop wos to make up our
winds on "Lu point and to base our action on it.

" he gunmrul view of the War Cabinct was that we should
boe prepare.l, if necoasary, to uss forcs in order to avoid

the disuia 1l of Nonng, There could he no hope of paining

the friondship of tne Ling, while 10 we allowed linhas to be
disinlssed we should incur the enmity oy the Wald, and truubles
in Beypt woero cortiin to ensue. It was bad policy,

particulnrly in Thy Hasty to allow 1t to bé thought that our
fricmisdould 1ot “bly YPON US.

The noxt qucetlon ulscussud was whether a dagisicn in
thic sense should bo despatched at once, or whether the War -
Cabinoy couwid dofer a decision for, say, 48 houpg until the
vicwe of the Lonwnwdors=in=Chicf had beéen received, It was
peinted cut that the use of Torce mizht mean rescourse to
mnits which were training for specific operations, which
might therdeby be delayed. It woas folt that 1t would be
profoeridle e loler o final deeision until the views of the
Commanaers-in~-Ghiel had beon. reccived, but that,; in view of
the doluay which Lad already occurred, His Hajestyls Ambasa-
ador stwould bu glven authority te cet at onec should ho

Tind this nococesiiry.

The Wor tzbincet's Gunclus¢0n WuPG as followa)=

(1} The Secretory of State for Poreign Affairs was
aut.orized to send a telegram to His Majasty 8
- oambessarlor on the £ollowing lines:s-

(o) . aU zhould prefer to defer a final doeision for,
: oy 45 houpg, until fhe views of the Commandersw-
:g—thum on the militsry 1Npllcat10nﬂ of thg use

U Tores hod boaen reoccivad,

. (B} Iz, however, His ijestie unhﬁEquufscﬁ'&m:pllmml

. . ;huJ the situation did net admit of any further
Idul'J, fw was authorised to tendsr formal advice
To King rorouk on the lines set out in sarn-
Ziaph )(a) of hils telopras No. 885 - namuly that
CHoadas- ha should be allewed to go to the
uuuntxg ho so desire.. - with the knoalbhge
Lhat thiu aJv1cc woulag, ir nsgessary, in the
laet rooort he backed b; TorQa,

. .,..,.2__

"

T
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{c) Instructions were being sent to the
Corriandors-in~Chief to provide. the
ngecessary supporto

(8) The Chiels of otaff were invited to telegraph
. to the Cowmwnders=in=-Chief, informing them
{ the decision in (1), and.instructing them
to laent the necessary support to whaotover

action wos deemod necessary by His Majesty' 5 .

Anbassador.

Offices of tho Var Cubinet, S.W.le,
5th Hay, 194%. |
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- BGYRL. . i« The War Cabinct again considered the
e vt ) position in Bgypt, and had before them a telegram
uOngtitu‘l}an&l ° from the Commanders-in-Chiof, Middle Bast, to thic
Grlals. _ . Chiefs of 8taff (No. CC,228 of the 5th May) as io
' the military implications of the use of force,
(Prev10us ' should this prove necessuarys
Reference! ' L ' o
Wl (43) 65th ' THi CHIEF OF QMHE IMCERIAL GENERAL STAFF
Conclusions. ) .3 | suid that, if only passive non-co-cperation on the.
L : EJ4f% part-of the Bgypiian aeny was contemplated, the
S '"_,,{“?';_,-. 4 ogituntics covld ensily bhe dealt with by the- '
. {/,f * .. Cormaiuders—iii~Chiefe The only situation which
] need- tliwrefore be congidered was a position in

; .);?053?“ : “lwhieh the Bpyptian army was actively hostile and

i had. to be disormed.

‘need not be envisnpged as a seraous contingencye.

: The War Cabinet also took the view that
paragraphy 10 of the telegrum from the Commandops—
in=Chiel Aid not attach sufficient importance to
the serious labour aifficulties which we should
huve to foce iT the Wafd went out of office and
begeame hostile to us. .

The War Cabinct:—

(1) Invited thec Secretary of State
for Fereign o«ffairs to send a
telegran to HeM. smbassador

" confiming the instructions
issued 10 him in the telcgrom

o sent nfter the Meeting of the
War Cabinet on the 5th May

(Telegrem Ho, 767)s The Foreign

- Beeretury wvould add that the War
Cabinet wished to be kept
informed of the position, anpd
that,if the situation permitied,
they would wish to have an
opportunity of cgumenting on the
course of action proposed by
H.H., Ambassador before action was
takens

(2) .Invrhn.,d. the Chiefs of smff 10
inform the Commanders~in-Chicf

-------

-of the ohove declision.

girg) MY oo  %he view of the War Cobinct wae that this

(lhg)
\2y
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Hote by the Secretary

The attached telegrams are clrculated for !

. |

concideration at the Meaeting of the War;Cabinat'tb
be bhe:ld in tho Ioimo Minister's Rogm, chﬁa of |

Commonﬂ ,_today, WOdncsdax, bth Max. 19&5 at 3,0 D.m.

(3ipned) E.E. BRIDGES,
foiCuS of the war Cubinet,.
lﬂI ll’
BthoMAY,. 1948.
. ‘Copics of this Noto have been sunt 0 tho
Toliowing vith a view %o tholr atbondancol-
‘The ar Cubinet,
Lord vaﬁf Scal .
First Lord of tho A&mirﬁlty
Boerctory of State for War
ceoratary of Stute for Alr
Ministgr of Aircraf"t Production.

" The Chiefs of Stafl.




all [grp, undec.

- {Cypher]. . PERSQNAL (SECRETARY OF STATE),

FROM CATRO TO FOREIGN O¥FFIGE,

- Sir M, Lampson

No, 911 D, 12,12 a.m. 5th May, 1945,"

‘4th May, 1845, R, 2.10 a.m. 5th May, 1943,

| . eesceces - R
IMMEDIATE, |
DEYOU,

Minister of State's telegram No. 1095.
PERSONAL and SECRET,

This gets us bagk to the precise position dealt

with in my telegram No, 855, by every word of which
I stand, | |

Pleage instruct me at your earliest convenlence

whether action outlined in Egragraph 5 of ny telegram

under reference should as there suggested iake the
form of "an appeal® rather than "advige", If not I
begcoie increa51ng%y doubiful whether in the best
public interests I should fake any further action at

-0, TLP.

'l

and not) let evenis take their course.




T

o e T

. (Cypher,]. .. . PERSONAL (SECRETARY OF STATE),

- FROM MINISTER OF SPATE, CATRO, 10 FOREIGN OFFICE.

. Mo, 1095, - -~ . p 18,15 a,um,, Bth lay, 1943,

- DMEDIATE,

- for Forelgn Affairs,

ith May, 1948, -~ . R, 2,10 a/m., 5th May, 1943,

¥

DEYOU, S
Following Personal and Most Secret for Secretary of State

Reference His Majesty's imbassador's telegram No, 855

April 29th,

The Ambassador was good enough to discuss the current
Eg%ptlan golitical orisis with me on April 2lst and at intervals
subsequently After full discussion I was and am in agreement
with proposal that all reasonable cfforts should be made to keep
Nahas FYasha and his Government in office short of threat or use

~ of foroes,

C i reasOns:

2. I have beehLagainsilthe threat of farce for four

(a) because We have but little military force that is not
allocated and in training for specific futurs tasks,

(b} because threat of force sgainst the King would involve

- loss of co-operation and oven possibly hostility on the part of

the Egyptlan army on which.we are largely relying for internal
security, for Canal waiching and for anti-sircralt defence of

Egypt.

(c) because mainterance in power by British arms of a
government that is generally regarded as corrupt is not a good
ssue, ‘

_{d). because in the final issue (should the King remain
ggéggggﬁ?ige.would-have to twm the King out in order to keep
e. r . ] . L

3, I believe the Ambsssador has a good chanee of being
able to get the King to ee 10 retain the Wafd without goin
to extremes to do 8¢ - al hou%h I afmit that, with the lnowledge
that force was_at his disposal 1f all else failsd thaogdb woul
be & greast deal easier and Tinal sanction (dismissal the -
King) would probably not have to be invoked, - :

a .
4 ver my view is that on net balance it wounld be

E . Howe
“i better to let the Wafd pgo out of office rather than he obliged

to contemplate threat of force and dismissal. of the Kin% in
order to keep them in. I do not beliecve alternative of a non-
Wafd Government (with Wafd in Opposition) is fo bad as to ablige -
us to go to such lengths to retsin the Wafgd, g

! " /50 I
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ov.

21' i

B, I believe theﬁa.isflikely to be much less disturbance
(and threat to Security) in Egypt erising out of the above
proposal than if we adopt the policy of Supporting the Wafd at

| all costs,

6,  Another factor that has influenced me againsi §oing io
oxtremas 15 that if the King y%eldﬂd %ndar duress we would have
antagonised the Egyptian army (which I now have little donbt is
sol?ﬁly behind the King [grp, undec, %and not] in sympathy with
the Vafd) and we would have erystallised the ang in hig latent
hogtility to us_for all time, On the other h I believe it to
be not impossible 1o get the King on to our side by careful

“handling in the fature,

. ? .
Chiefls of

Commanders-in-Chief are telﬁgraphigg separately to
e
this time, _

Staff on military implications of the use of force at

. 8, * I have shown this telegram to the Aubassador who is
telegraphing separately, Ce S

-
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{  Negishy }J‘ R067/2/16. |Political situstion. ¥

j Ninmber Refers 0 Foreign Office teleygram 757

(5 1916/G.) It has been ascertained that Wafd have

gir Miles Lampson lost support since FPebruary 1942 particularly among
_ Cairo), | educated classes, bul retain allegtance of the masses.
Ne. gom They would probebly poll 60% of votes in a free '

_ | election., Conslders preoposals contained in telegram

# fmied TUh May, 1943.  lunder reference would show that Government intended

¢ Received 9th May, to conduct any electlion fairly. Amin Qsman alse

| Registry 1643,  |mentioned prapossls on the Government's behalf.
: < Nahas believes that he still commands sufficient

majority to fulfil the conditions required by His-

TELEGRAM FROM

J: Egypt and Sudan.
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“o7,r Bgyptians, If,therefors, we were owrselves satisfied with

L=
L

. muoh
Osman.,
" in the presence of my senior steff, making it clear that any-

.5 that discussionsin Parlisment on Black Book cherges would .
e satbdsfy us that they were not damning; - but there was always

SN
o \,L.v’
N, U
P

- gonsidered this o be the right courss, it was vitally important

" Amin Oswman-would consult with Nshas Pasha as to how best this could )

Wi

[This telégram.is of particular secrecy and should be retained
by the suthorised recipient and not passed on] o

Y

[CYPHER] . VAR CABINET DISTRTBUTION. .
S e EBQE_ EQEE . R

©t 0 RO CATRO TO FOREGN OFFIE. . - .l

) ﬁgﬁ M#'Eamﬁsﬁy;;J o . ﬁ.n?#;53 p;m.-ﬁth.May,.f?ii}a;'n'. é
ey R TSR Gk B
ORTANT e |

7 Your telegrem o, J57s0 1T oo oo ol nt

T shell deal with your points.in grester detail later on.’|
Meanwhile you may wish to know our minds have evidently been - :
working ‘along very similar limes, .- - = S

2y I.purposely.am.not'sGEing‘Hahas‘Pésﬁa himself too. .
just now but I am in constant touch with him through Amin

3, - T had a frank discussion this morning with Amin Osmen-
thing I said involved no commitment on my part, It might be

! the unpleasant factor that we might be sccused of keeping in
favour a govermment which wes widely regarded as corrupi, We
-had {o consider our own public opinion as well as that of the -

[sic ¢ that] the charges had not been proven, it was politically
undesirsble to get issus between the Palace and the Goverrment
moved from the basis of Black Book to fhat of ensbling a Prime
Minister, who, we sll believed, still had a popular majority -in
the coun{ry fo remain in power, I did nol know whethér Kahas
Pasha wished to appesl to the country but if seemed to me that
wes the logical course and the natural one in a democracy, if

he desired to clear himself in the eyes of public opinion every-
where, I he did, and if I were to advise King Farouk that we

‘that election should not only be conducted fairly but demonsirably ~
§0, We all kmew how difficult that was in Bgypt but I hoped that 1

be done in ease the need erose, 1t would clearly be essential
to have free spesch and full publicily as regards election issues,
slways within the limits necessary for our military security,
and there must be fres ballot box, Anin Osman said he preferred
first to consult Hilali Pasha and Sexrbry Abu Alam Pasha about - :
what could be done %o ensure maximum free election and to let me Imow .-

ABswnan
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! N

as scon as possible, " I''again emphasised that I was not
- committing myself at this stage dut was only thinking echead .

bearing in mind tha% our policy in this crisis had been, and still
wes, that Nahas Pasha should have a square deal as being the lesding
§a€§y h$3t qualified fo deliver the goods as regards our war

nterests, o e

1,0 . 2¢ I took the qppprtunity o rub inio Anin Qsnen

L

again that

.. |iF Nahas Pasha weaved this story, he must put his house in order,

* . xenophobic measures, headstrong, and crasy acts like the dismissal

45007 of Alexandrian Municipal Comnission must stop, Nahhs Pashs must
Jwer sée 1o 1t that no further cause was given for charges of nepotian

i

e el

wpe i (and I cited in this connexion a deal by Mademe Nahas Pasha's '
.4 brother in molasses which I had {grp. undec: ? good] proof.was
" scandalows and at least as bad as anything in the Black Book, I

> am reporting seperately on this). I referred repeatedly to
representations I-have had from the British Conmunity sbout the
inefficiency of the Wafd Administration.” This.zmmst . also be put
right, I nade it clesr that I wss not laying these down as
conditions of support as the making of conditions for such end such
an eventuality is almost always disappointing, -

3 3, . Finally I touched in an [grp. undec: ¢ unbiascd way on
-~ the points nentioned in psragraph 3 of your telegrsn-No. 757 and
-2 | suggested that the Wafd had outlived its original purpose and that

the time had coame for it to take the role of s popular party :

; devoted o the- interests of the poorer oclasses especially with
regard to health, better housing conditions etc, I nmentioned that
Mr, Churchill had siressed fo me the inportance of such measures
when he was here, ' 'I'have in all my conversations with Amin Osman
(end others. including the Prime Minister snd Kassanein) emphasised-

© ‘the importance of our having & stable base here in accordsnce with
the alliance, - " - .~ -7 77 0 T

Lo

(ore]
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~ {This telegran is of pafticula:: secredy and should be retained
by the authorised recipient and not passed on]

(OYPHER]  [AR_CABLITET DISPRIBUION
| FROI:  BGYRT |

FROi: CAIRQ TO FOREIGN OFFICE

'+t 8ir . Limlpson' B 2;1,.0_‘;>.mq 81;1:1 Liny, 1953."

 Hoe 92 - R 6,10 pom.  Bth iiay, 193, “
- 7th lay, 1943. - - 's

L 0000
_, IJ'JE’ORTMH‘ o | A

7
Your telegram Ho. ?5?, ‘second p&ragraph. ‘?lé / s /\7 -

Although there is a considerable element of guess-work in

811 such computations, information at ocur disposal, including

ihat supplied by Consular apents and speclal officers seat to

. tour the provinces, indicates that the following is approxi—- :

c»u) mately the state of opinion in the country. -

V f,‘ﬂ‘ Co 2. The Uafd have lost considerably in the country since
-~ | February 1942, poarticularly amongst the educated classes, bub
they =till retsin alleplance of the masses with, however, some
defections amongst the latter. On our reports we recton that

the Vafd would get sbout sixty per cent of the voites in really

free election,

3. ‘The upper ¢lasses, army, police, officialdom and
Intelligentsia, including students are largely anti-liafd
{remepber always it is essentinlly the popular party). The

“bulk of the army is strongly pro-King but there are some liafdist

Palace,

‘C’L\“)\ “\&m_ R

. 4. iadame Z.aghloul has for long been keeping out of these
wafd family squabbles, but I read to ﬁmn Osman this morning

passage in your telegram relating to?him-and the House of the
IIatmn. Lo

5 . I also read to Amin Osman last paragraph of your
telegrom and asked him to draw Hahes Pasha's particular
attention to the suggestion in the last sentence which, if
practicable, would do much to show that the Covernment '

wil intonded election (if it come to thot) to be conducted fairly.
R . Amdn Osman hinself mentioned certain proposals: which the

Ty -1,-.-3

e o g Government ... -
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elements whonm the ldnister of Defence has been using against the
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Govermment had in mind as é. result of our earlier discussion
yesterday (my telegram No. 917)s  On these.l am reporting

o
gseparately. | Yy y /3 / 6. gl;ﬁ#_gifj:?ﬂ /
6. I have throughout made it abundantly clear that

- wnat we want is to see real majority Govemment capabls of

- and anxious to implement the treaty; and that if a free election

+ does not retum the Wafd they would not fulfil these conditions, -
~ This is, I think, underatood by Neohas Pasha who (for what it may

be worth) in fact remains confident that he does still command
such & majority and that free election will prove it. , Amin
Osman assures me that he honestly believes the same.




