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~ with Sir M. Lempson present, Commanders-in-Chief
| represented strongly that, in connex:on.with the current
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 FKOM_MINISTER OF SUATE CAIRO 0 FORBICH OFFICE,

'”NO.IOSB | o 112,10 a.m.  April 26th 1943,

April Z7th 1945, . ,R. 1.50 a.q. april 28th 1943,

THEDIATE, | o
Pollowing personal and most secret for Secretary of

State for Foreign Affairs from hinister of State,
In [ grp. undec. ] defence conmittee meetlng today

'\_.

Egyptzan political crisis, they cannot contemplate

prospective use of foroe which would be highly detrimental
.- to gonduct of future military operations in the |
' Hbditerranean.ﬁ,- SR
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(Tits tolegran is of particular seercoy and should be retained

by the euthorised rocipicnt and not passed Gn]
[CYPIER] S
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liy telegranm llo. 745 [of May 2nd: situation in Egyptls

While I hope you arc now couipped to deal with any ¢risis -
wiiich may bo precipitated by the King's persistence in his _ 1
intention to turn_ out lghas without allowing him te hold R
cleciions, you will no doubt fcel that situation will reaain - :
unsatisfactory and dangerous even after a Vafdist elcctoral ©
victory and stlll nmore if no elcctions take Elace and the King '

mgggly.drops his immedinte intention of eviciing Habas™ from 1
office. : - 2 Lo

2. _I shall thercfore be very glad to be informed nos fully
as possible of infomation which may reach_ycu as to statc of
o%iniqn in the country and how far the decline in the influence
of the Wafd may have gone. Particularly aos regards—feelln§ in
the Bpyptian anﬁ? svidence as to which oupght to be available
0 the Hilitary Hission. o -

3. _Beyond this, ideas vhich ogcur 10 us and which_may
possibly be of assistance in the handling ¢f future developments
are as follows: . .

-

{1)  As repards what you say in your telegrom llo. 868 of
Hay ist indieating that the issuc has for the moment at least
been shifted from the Black Beok to the personal friction
- between the King and his Govermment, I centirely agrce that i€
»  is neither desirgble nor practicable that you should
"~ intervene in such peity and absurd difficultics as the
incident at the Turkish Legation referred to in your telegram
:ﬂol 86? (Of Ha,‘f 1545)0 - ' ’

As between the King and the Uafd your mediation
should Le reserved unless and until you scc o fovourable
cpporfunity for securing o penCral and coaaprehensive .
scitlenent of the noints of difference betwecn thams  Such

. a settlement right well involve on iiahas' side some '
. reconstruciion of his Govermment.

(2) It/
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(2) It mijg.llt also be vorth suggesting to Ychas that the
?whnlc underlying idca of the Vafdist Yarty itself is now
%atc and that the nomcent is favourable for its |
t gonversion into a new political narty. It would hardly fall
¢ within our province to suggest ihe principles on viiich such

‘ r-';: § a new party should be bascede DBui two Elanks in its platiomm

L
R v
LR
TomE
iin
.
g
s REnT
oEE
R
P
., !
5, SR
LT
- I
.
BT
.l
L]
2w
al-
N,
i
) i‘
-
B
L ¥
o Iy
L3 L
- -il-!(
e '\&

._.'-.-_'\.-':?_
- R

AN

e, . . . e e :

R BT
= ER—. '\l‘l.:'g.‘i

Hool BRI L Ty

e

- lr

o o R

oot
-

g

ST

Y might well bethe maintenance of tho alliance and theralsing
W/ of the standard of living in Bgypt by a national movement

approximate to a war cffort. _ .

4. Tt ought not to bo beyend Mahag! cm‘mnit;r' to eupnre that
such prestige as attnches to tiie louse of the liatlen nmnd oven e the
pargon of liadame Zaghloul hersclf should be ftransferved 1o the new .
party and not left to be gnapped up by some dissident Vafdist runp. &

9, _Apart from these suggestions and assuming that clcetions
are held by the present Govermceat it 1s important to inmpress on
Hehas that such guarantees ans are possible of the.imFart ality of
the elections should be affordeds = I should not wish to_suggost that
a neutral Govermment ought to be sppointed to h0ld the cleotions.
But could lighas be brought to consider some such guarantes as nmight
be implied by the appointment of one or more independent and, so far
as may be, inmpartial personages who, vithout ‘taking over the
functions of the Hinistry of the Interior, could cxercise some
~ supgrv%séfn over the degree of frecdon with which the elections are
conducted. S S S o :
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IN THIS MARGIN,

NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN

_ Regintry _

- J 17%/@4 3

M.P.

Drafi.

gir M. Lampaon

Cairo.

I%kgﬂum

7 7

i Chir P

//

May 1943.
Despa#c.’:ed M}

MOST IMMEDIATE.

.~ War Cabinet have reviéewed the

situation.  While they would . prefermed; -
R AP : hurns i
1o defer _ 1l decision for A~dex—op .

$we to permit of the'receipt_of the views

of the Commandeis in Chief on the

military implications of the use of force,

it was nevertheless'decided to instrucﬁ

you a8 follows:

T hh—qﬂ‘-lﬂ’&mﬁ-’, ‘ 4.-»:.4...
2. If yﬁa—ara—eﬁ.the-ap&nézz;th&%
Mk 2, d.‘g‘

iAoy, iy Ll

t ' er

d-e%ﬂ, 'you have suthority to offer
formal sdvice to King Farouk on the lines

set out in para. 6 (a} of your tel Na.
8556 (April 29th), namely tha£‘Nahas
Pasha ahould'ﬁe.allowed tc go to the
'cqqntpykif he so desires. In tendering
thislaévice to Hie Hﬁjeqty you may be

assured that it wili if necessary and in

the lest resort be backed by force.

54/
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5 MOST TMMEDIATE

.]‘  g

. (This telegram is of particular secrecy end should be
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on)

. TCypher) -

1y

VAR CABIVET DISTRIBUTIQH
No, 767 B
 StnMay, 1945 . . D: 7. 45 p,m. 5th day, 1945
- - epr®

N

War Cabinet have reviewed the situation, While
they would prefer to defer final decision for 48 hours
to Qermit of the receipt of the views of the Commanders
in Chief on the military implications of the use of
goige, 1t was nevertheless decided to instruct you as

ollovs: ‘ -

- 2. If within the next 48 hours, you consider that
immediate agtion is galled for, yon have authority to
offer formal advige to King Farouk oa the lines set out
in para%ragh 5 (a)} of your telegrau No. 855 [April 29th},
nanely that Nahas Pasha should be allowed to go to the
country if he so desires, In tendering this advice to

His Majesty you moy be assured that i1t will if necessary

and in the last resort be backed by force, -
B, HNecessary instructions are being sent to the
Commanders-in-Chief, - - . o S
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H.M. ﬂmbassador,
Cairo.
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War Ceb. ]Jiat.

'j__iffizif the Bituation permits, %o have.

M

| - %
////f May 194%,
pazcksdj )’o{) )(j
MOST TMMEDIATE.,

M )
Wy tel. No. 767 [of May 5th:

U

.

eituation in Egyptd. . . .
War cabiﬁep hgain_cnnaidéred:aitu-
ation to-day in the light of the -
appréciation received_from the _
Cémmanders-in/dhief under date of May
Sth. - | o

.~ 2, It wes decided to confirm

instructions 1aéued to you in my J a

‘telegram under reference{ War Gabinet

'} wish to . be kept informﬂd of the poaition_

e

anopportunity of commenting on the
'“course_of action which yph-may_gnahcgé_.
_béfo?a éﬁéh action is taksﬁ.- .l
"B, Gommanders—in-Chief are being

 4informed of the abave deciaion.
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[ This telegrem is of icular secrecy and should be
retained the aut orised recipient and not passed on ].

N GYPI:ER J. TWAR GABINET DISTRIBUTION. |
B 10 EGYPT,
FRDM FOREIGN OFFICE T0_CATRO
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. iy telegrep ‘No.767 [" of Ha:,r 5th: situation in Egypt 1.

War Cabinet apain considered situstion today in the

t of the a reciation mceived from the Commanders—in—
cr under da a of May b

2, It was deciﬂeﬁ to confim instructions issued
ou in mi{ telepran under refercnce. Var Cabinet
\'us to be kept informed of the position and, once you
- have offered advice and if the situation pemi‘hs, to
bhave an opportunity of commenting on the course of action
. wWhich you may propose before such action is teken,

S Gommahdcrs-in—Chicr &are heing informed of thc .



1. The Commanders-in-Chief, _Middle fast, tell us

nnthing new when t.hej; say that a _violent collision in*

— d

10, Mosuntng Sirest,
Sl pieehult,

M 551/3’ e, B
| [ !?m B

Egypt, between the Imperial Forces and those who follow
King Farouk, would be detmmental t.o our plans in the

Eastern Medlterranean. Tt would evzdently be a pity tc}

The 1aallay o cafatls
have such troubles. The fg owmg tuest:ons nondsl ar:me*
.~ (a)  What probablllty is ‘there that King Farouk ,*- |

- and his E‘#‘;‘; would resist our decision ‘by force of arms?

~\- () In this eveni, what :E'orm would his resistance

o : take?  Are we to imaglne the Egypt.lan Aroy fallmg u;:.on

- Qur garrisons, and the Egypt.:.an popula't.lons rlsmg in Cairo

.f

and Alexandna? Dr would there merely be a mutlnous

8p1r1t prot.eat.s and t.he like, with a riot and a splutier

~aof i':.rmg here and there? OY 2V s W8 .

(¢)  Vhat forces have we got in the nelghbourhood

- to overawe any such manlfestat:t.ons? Surely the mevemcnt.

_'of a few score of Tanks, o:IE' Whlch there are a great numb-.r

vt K
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* in the Delta, through the streets or towards the Palace,

.

Ve

or even an approach march of some Tanks towards Cairo

would have the des:red effect?

' 2. It is, above all, 1mportant that we should

take a ¢lear and simple line. If it is decided, as

- Lampson wishes, that Nahas should be given an opportunity

- to go to the.couqtry.and conduct-ﬁ general election, ﬁé'

, should tell King Farouk plainly that it is our decision

i and that we tender our “adv1ce“ in the most formal and
I_emphat&c manner. It woqld.follow.that, on these lines, \ ;”

- we should do everything to make oﬁr*policy successful,

and Qothlng that would hamper it.- The.Egyptién Execﬁtive

.should be glven full opportunlty to put their case before

the people. ‘There can be no questlon of anFappeal by
us ta King Farcuk. WG must make up.our ninds what we

want done, and get it done. -

3. Notwithstanding the above, I see no reason why
! we,shou1d not warn Nahas, as the price of our support,

iy o o | I
i that he must not “rig® the election in such a manner as !

! to deprive the expreSSipﬁ of the populafiwill of all
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validity. This would be a becoming aitltude on our part.
4. The only alternatlve is to stand completely
_ aside and let things rip, looking for aome'later_moment
for intervention. After weighing'both'courses, I am
Iagainst. this, in'vie#:of'the weighty opinion of Lord -
:Lampson that we and our Treaty might thefeby be found
‘without a friend. It follows that General Wilson should
be given orders to marshal the necessary forces. In
practice, the Naval and Air Commanders-in-Chief are not
on the sanme footlng w1th hlm, as they have no means of
Judgzng. - It fbllows also that we should do nothlng that
will m111tate agaxnst the result, whlch we have decided
to Beek o T

7l.?f 30'4_43;.:

Ry G 'H.r;m.égn;.] bt no 355 o 2rry,
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My dear Cadogan,

I enclose, as arranged,f
a typed copy of the Prime
Mm:.sber" elegram to
General Wilson., 1 have
lsent a co;lny to the C.I.G.S.
Will you lst me know as
soon as the Forelgn
Secretary has seen the
%elegram.d It may b% useful
Jove—pr . or record purposes for you
1 Tha let . ;og lcn%w t.hag {gg PPi_I%le i oh 1
Iinister's minute, of which t
1 has tar you took awag the ’c.op copy, }
{';'__._ ~ should be M. 332/ -

F

auy hes j.'.,..,_.,i Yours singerely, -

A
:J'..../vA 7 '

- The H{)ﬁ&:u:traat:fl/J 'A” Vo "fh'; '

Slr' Alexander cadogan, @
Al

G.C.M.G., K.C

T




. FORBIGN SEGRFTMY y o o R 4
1.G.8.. B ) To see before despatch, = S

' PRIME KINLSTER 70 c.-in-c., .4..:.. B

) in the exacut.ion of the policy mpnr*t.acl to him
v Dy H.M.G. | It qeems to me very unlikely thnt. |

. _woula b requir'ad ancl that. you h:wa a"lplﬂ i‘ofcaa
_ "‘L-:"";'at. :,rour diupguﬂlo- H. Iu. mnbn sador mm;t. ha 'nut
“ina pouit.ion to t.en:iez* fom'zl "awice" t.o tha o
Palace.. Pmy themi’om CD'{L‘:Hit with him - 1 "'
RSE) .-:"._jf_strangtnun his hand | .

ey

Pemozml and uecret..

"\ o

- Wi.t.h regard to the mncluaicn renched b;.r
~ the .joint cqrzmndem«-in-{lmef that the use. nf
}I‘nr-ce in the present. I:gy*vtim crlais camm’t. ba

j Fo
rant.ert.ainad. 1t ds your duty to tm:e all 3

neceusary measures t.o .,uppor't H. M. Ammssador

anything more than a denon. Lmtion, if tmt. .

.|".
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3&.4.%. o
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