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1} Details ol "Black Book" presented to King
Hakram gbeid Pashna containing charges of corrupticon
etec. against the Prime Minister and others. 2) Report
on Hahss rasha's health. 3) incidents in the lafd
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We sug,ested to 3ir M. Lempson some two or
three months ago, when Hahas' position Tirst appeared
1to be precarious, thet 1t would be & good thing

in iteelf end a warning to Nakes t¢ set his house in |

lorder if the ismbassador were to extraet from him
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Nothing to be Written in this Margin.

fbest means of restoring the latter, ir not the

Minutes, _ | ' m

an undertsking that he would not resign without
giving us prior notice. :

People are apt to forget that Egyptian
politiciaens do not take major steps such as the
resigning of office or (in the old days)
breaking ol Treaty negotistions, for the reason
or reasons which are currently sasttached to these
gtepse. They make up their minds to resign,
or ¢ break off negotiations, and then look for.
the most faveurable issue on which to do &0.

In this case Nahas may well be influenced by
ill health or wening popularity, and may himsell
rezard a public dispute with the Falace as. the

former, against the day of a return to power.

Sir Miles Lémpson ook no notics of our
previous suggestion and, more recenily, has

rebuffed our attempt at exploring the possibilities

with which Nahas' resignation might confront us,
In his present itelegram he himself raises these
possibilities without any reference to the recent
correspondence in J 1433/G. Assumingz that H.M.C,
have the implicit confidence in 8ir M. Lempson
wirtich one would Jjudge 1o be the case, I think

we had better leave hi ione,

8th April 1943.
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seen to him, as to:ﬁhaimﬁiﬁg;?afguk-Shoulazdo,'I-wagi-’-
considerably puzzled, Lut the nomial constitutional
procedure sirely wounld be fo pace vn the petition to the

- Prime linister and awalt ‘the latter § re aptibp?_g'Thﬁ Prine

dlnlster night eithéy - = e dmer alnild

{a) run Mekvem Ebeid in for libel e T -

- (b} orhave the matter debated in Parliament: but-I hed - .

" not discussed the matter with Nahas P&sha and had no . - -
idea of hlS VIews,

4. Hassanein. argued that Nehes Pasha would not--adopt
(a) and that even if he dared to-no judge would dore o act
impartially, orwitness $o spek out,  &s to (D) Porlisment wes
a force &8, freedon of debate on any attack on the Priie
inister wos futile,” Hassanein's final attitudeé appeared to
be thet he would probably endeavour to move King Farouk to
instruct hin %o send the petition to the Prime Minister,

5, . Before Hessancih left I once Tgre impressed on hin
;orclhly tvhe, HCCESmltJ of preventing. ony preclpltatc Sl by -
the King {who, we .oll know, 1s itching and long has been '
{?grp, Oﬂtd iryingl to get rld of £, unwelcane Prime hlnlster
inposed upon hla b} us). :

o.” Lhtar in the’ cvunlng I 5g ﬂﬂluh Kin#.rarouk in hlS
box ot the operz, He nade no reference Lo the aztter whieh I

- did not raise DSpcﬂiallY-ﬂS there were others preseat: but he

dvoppedlone or two remarks cbout hoving prospect of & "busy"
tine aheod" the nLunlng of wh¢ch was pretty clear and thiﬂk-
dgant to be. ' ST

?. Thls morning I sent for Amin Osuen and- told him T

Vs scrlously purturbcn a2t the situntion. - How was lghas

Pasha proposimy to deal with the Black Book? = amin Qsman, .

after ather pooh-poohing soume of the sllegntions im the book, -
z21d that ‘ns the petition had not Yet recched the Prime m1nlste* -

Prad the King, Nohes Peshe had not Telt celled upon to do '

enything,  dwnin Osiin was pressing Nehes Poshe to have an -

open debete in Pmrl4anant ‘which wog’ obv1ously the ‘course, He

" did not believe any judiciel ‘enquiry vould be ¢ffective, as no

judge vould dore to adi faced with Ch&rges against the whole
Governnent, . Kahos FPa she Wos not afreid of full 1nvcstlg9t10n
anpd would bc qulte reuay to FnSWeF 1ntevpcllotlons in

:Pirll@ﬁLnt

g8, I 4g£cu Anxn ‘Gaman 16 enguire of,ﬂahhs ‘Pasha whutheﬁ
it would be welcome if I told Hassensin, (whpw I had seen on
ther buﬁlneaa l 05T ulgut) bh“t King Favouk would be well

nd.vl
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advised %o pass the petitions 1o his Prine ifinister

o5 the constibutional course,. Lwin Oswman hag promised 1o
eugiire: I shall probably be seeing Wahas Fasha to-uorioy
norning.  He has aov returned from Llexandria,

9. I fcar there gre ithe aoakiaprs of o Tirst class rou
zhLar gnd tiat there ray be serious developenis at any smousnt,
'iI Live belng I sucll try o keep in the bockzrovnd os for

&3 &1510, in the r8le of the middle san worling Tor the
-VQGﬁWLll o boitlr purtics - but thare can be little Coubt that
hlnw Foroulk, hoving as he believes (ond riphily) got ou bedt
Toras With us, now whinls that pw cen tomn ond wend gihag fﬂuh
et the Pluck Dook ig, priw: faclsz, o wretty delming docwicnd
buciked in RENy gogss b 'y dhat purs *ta to De setuul ofiicial-
Aletiers and other LVl&QHCL. I fwye not-hougver yol seen &
E?;:y outd, Joof the document {(which is 320 puses 1on9; “nﬂ ay
Tiirst 1m0““bSiDﬂ nay be wrong.

' 10, a8 I see 1t, whed e wont - nd N””h hrve -~ is o

Zhek ot

covernueny i LEypt houh willing and in o poniviod un?oath

T i ok B R

csdequate popnlar suppert, to Luapleuent wholehonrdedly siy.t's
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smin Osmsn called again this morning.

o I ¢xpledned to him thot it wos ess n‘ci fron ocur point of
T v L& thet +Hﬂfu should be s adequete refutation by iohos Pmshd
L T the chipgzes uede. Uned thel wos QJAu ur task waalu b '

' u1;911¢1ud Our csscnticl need froa the point of view ol the wnr
cirurt wos thnt we should have in fgypit o governnont lu; A1y ’
corrying wult tioc t;uguy cnd having bohind it o najority in the
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hlihu;to Vafd Government hod well £illed that bill but e could i
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not be put in the positicn of appearing $o condone or shicld )
corruption. . . , g/

2, The idea of an appoal to the cowntry wes reisced dwring - o~
our cunversclbion cnd has attroetions but Unfufbhﬂutﬂly 15 would 4
b oalnest inpessible to get an lapoarticl governoent to run Tree \
sloction:  fhe King would object to Hohas Pasho yunning the ' y
clection ond any other governuent appointed by the Llns for fhog. 1
parpose would uwost curtalnly rig the eleetion, o - }
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NOTHING TO

| préventing this there gre at least two other

jhis-companion Atboud to blacicnail us cver

. . ’ T :
M igsedes. _ : 10

I regret thet I did not submit our
telegram No. 620 {(J 1607/2/16) in draft. BPut
with regard to the last peragraph ®t which the
Seeretary of State has drawn attenticn, I
doubt whether it is possible 1o convlnce the
King that he cammot dispense with Nghss unless
His Majesty is pressed to disclose what
glternative he has in mind. Our telegram
No. 624 has now added specifie sutherisation
V4o sir M. Lampson to.include a warning in his
| remarks to King Farouk, But this was surely
Jimplieit in the wordlng of the second paragraph

of our telegram No 620, which authorised the -
Ambassador to let the King know that it was
"againgt the interests" of H.M.G,  that the
‘Warfd should be turned out of office so long
ag they enjoyed the confidence of the
lsountry.

T do not think that anyone favours the idea
of allowing King Farouk tec evict Nahas from
office. But in addition to the necessity for

considerations which we ought perhaps 1o keep-
in mind. These are;

(1} Nahas is juet as likely 1o resign
himself sz to be turned out by the XKing. He
has done so on at least two occasions before wheni-
he found himself on a sticky wicket(and HaxXram-
Ebeid’s "black book" hes probably put him on one)
in order to recover waning popularity by a . _
period of opposition: And in addition, on this ;
cocasion the evidence seems t0o we fairly i
conclusive that Nghas is in & bad state of
health,

(2} Our appreciation of Nahas' "friendship“
nust surely be qualified by his deplorable:
record over supply guestions in the last nine
monthe. ‘Exrsigedonbi——edtiadnomyranimnieg.

Iy e+ Following on an attempi to.
‘held us to ransom over cotten prices, iahas has |
made, or allowed to be made, similar efrorts i
to hold us %o ransom over the export of - |
Egypt's wheat and other cereal surpluses to Lo
other ports of the Middle East where these '
surpluses are urgently reguired. It has beesn -
naecessary to brinb VEry strong pressure indeed
to bear on him in order to make him realice

that the continued gupply of nitrate hrought -
by Allied shipping from South Anmerica must be . °
dependent on the evailability for export of
the surplus crops which the nitrate helos to
produce. 4And more recently Nahas hos allowed

e -

e A ——

Bypt's sugar surplus which is urgently needed
Tor the Sudun, Ceylon and other nlaces. Here
as 1 lustfatea by 8ir M. Lampson's telegran
Ho. .53, of /ivel, Nehas has personully o
intervened/ |
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Mirsutes,

intervened to keep Abboud from visiting

this country, which the latter undertooX to

do as far back as the beginning of the yesar.
The Egyontisn attitude hss reduced the Supply
bepartments to frenzy and, while we have to’
guard sgainet a certain tendency on the part
of these Devartmenis to treat Bpypi as & colon)
or as agcupied terrvitory, we are hound 1o
synoatnise with them. The latest informaiion
la that the Ministry of Pood have gome hopes of
getting tonnage to fetch sugar from Mauritius
which may enable us to prick the bubble of
Abbeoud's monopely end blow Egyplian priceg
sky high. But even if We succeed in this,

i% can hardly be counied as friendliness

to Nahas, whose attitude remaing that he is
prepared to derive every nossible advantage
out of this war without participating in it.

'
I
*

/141;,1'1 April 1943.
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No, 728,
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(This telepram is of particﬁlar secrecy and should be

retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on)

[Cypher]) WAR CiBINET DISTRIBUTION

| FROM, EQYPT
FROK CATRO TC FOREIGHN OFFICE

D. 12.46 pem. 12th April, 1943,
R. 2,00 p.um 12th April, 1945,

Sir Mo Lampson.

12th April, 1943,

TMEORT:NT. o M// B
Crisis, '

I forgot to record that when I saw Has..,. oOn

April 9th (seée wy telegram No. 715) he spoke of a threat by
King Parouk to "boycott" the Ministry., His Majesty further
even contomplated not attending gala British welfare "Comuand®
performance at the opora, given inder his direct patronage

hg . undec. 7 thatl night, so as to avold having 10 shake

mds with his Priwe Minister. Portunately, sdded HaSovees
Prims Minister hnd ¢xcused himself frow attending on the
grounds of heslth. (In the event King Forouk weni: bui I
roticed when I was with him during the entructe, that he nover
spoke 1o Osman Koharrsn who was in aiicndance on him as

. Seniocr Minister).

2. I urged Has.... to dissuade King Farouk and he
prouised to do his best. : . .

Z. He has cvidently not been successful for King

Farouk has 1ot it be known fhet he will not woct the Ministers
or have any dealings with them, His Majosty cancolled his
attandance at a gala of tha riding school yesterdny in order
not to meet the iinisters, Nahas Pasha spoke of this Roysl
attitude ot an interview last night as another instonce Gl
irresponsibility and hostility. OFf this there have alroody
been practical oxamples; for instonce noubors ol the Pelncc
staff cancelled their aftendanes at a formal lunch iven DY
the Prime Minister yesterday to Iragl Minister of Inturkior.

. 4, Tf this "boyectt! continues it is difficult to
see where it will lcad.
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[This tele%ﬁam is of particular secrccy and should bc rutaluud |

by the suthcorised redipient and not passcd onl.
[CY?HER] . ;_ : WAR CABINET DISTRIBUTlON
.. 0.0, FROM EGYPT. .

_ FROM. OﬁIRﬂ TD FOREIGH OFFICE. = - .

Sir M, Lampscn e D.. 3,08 p.m., 12th Aprll 1945
Mo, 730, PR 3

lEh@le%& *J,m'ﬁmpm,lmh@m11%5

583

MOST TMMEDIATE,

My telegrﬁm No. 720, 'L/ff""'t

Follow1ng is substance of informs tlon commmmlcated to e |
by Amin Osman this morning.

2. The Government has decided that Proper. GDHStltUilOHal.f'

course. te follow is to let Parliament discuss the petition,
Lecordingly the Prime Minister g LOPOSGS this sfternoon to
reply 10 a questlon regerding the “black book"™ put Ly an
opposition nerber in the Scnate that the Government will
voleomo any questions or interpolations on the subject.

The Primc dlﬂiutﬂr then proposcs to give frecdon ot discussion
to any such subseguent debates cven at the risk of soue .
turmoil in the debates.

8. _ The Prime Ministcr thought 1t wag a good thzng that
he should take the first step in the Senate where he was kaown
1o be less strong than in the Chamber. ,

4,  Bach Minister has been instructed to preporc

rofutations of the charges againsit hin in view of the lorthcoml*f.

debates in Parliament.

5, Ls rcgards ilng Farouk's continucd boycott of
Minigters {see ny telc ran No, 7928) the Governucent has decided
that henceforth onl e Minister whose function designoics hin
for attendance shal for the present be in attendonce at '
Tunetions at which ﬂlh% Farouk is cxpectod $o be presont.
This it is argued, while obviating humiliation for the uovurnvudt,
yet maintains respect for the Klnb.

6, Kin Foarouk's boyeotlt of £he Govbrnuunu iz locally

o serious Tactor as it weakens the authority of the Govern: uqt
J'&Lgﬁgbﬁfllﬂlalp and_general public who will prasunably rogerd
s

oycott ag preliude to the GDVuTﬂdbnt g dovmfall.
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7.  fmdn Osnan was very enxious that we should dcfinitcly )

*

~toke action with a view to preventlng King Farouk fron

distigsing Nahas suddenly bofore he has proper and rcasonable
coporiunity to refute the chnrgﬁs.a?ains hin, 1 should
nornally have an audience with His Majesty on my return fron
Upper_ Eeypt, but have not seo for asked for one, as'l an not
vt clear how for I should go with hin,  Fortunately I

ant next 3o hinm at the Opera on fpril 8th, 5o there con be -
luas prownd Tor the charge of discourtesy ot the deloy. '

I should be grateful. for urgent ingtructlions as to whether

Looon toll His Hajesty that he would be putiing hinself : éfbo

¢leorly in the wrong if he were to toke cotion against Nahag
2ofore the latter has been given an ogﬁortumty Lo refuie
the charges against hinm thus far and that accordingly we

st formally warn His Majesty agoinst such premature action. j%?;

7.{sic] In order to obviate any danger of King PFarouk
worestalling us, I propose, wless I hear from you to the
contrary, to send O... C... neantine to s¢e Has.... and to.
convey |gp. undec: %an] informal message in the cbove sensc,




C\ OUTWARD TELEGRAM

o .

Q [This Document is the Property of His Britannic Majesty's Government, and should be
kept under Lock and Hey.]

-

[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be retained
| by the authorised recipient and not passed oni

- J 1607/2/18

 [CYPHER] WAR_GABINET DISTRIBUTION
; _ FROM_FOREIGN OFFICE TQ CAIRO = N
No. 620,  D. 5.35 p.m. April 12th, 1943,
April 12th, 1843, | S -
| - bbbb \;//
j L#EDIATE | | |

Your telegrams Nos. 680, 715, 717, 7194 and 7204,

I agree that there exist all fhe elements of a clash
which might not inconceivably result in the elimination of
the present Govermment, a contingency which, in view of the
popular support it still enjoys, we should wish to avoid.

- L Tully approve the languags you have held towards all
concernsd, dsfining our own limited buf essential interesis
(paragraph 10 of your telegram No. 715); but I am not
altogether h&pp{ about the ‘background’ rdle you have
assigned yourself. King PFercuk has, it would gpge@r, at E
least sounded Your Excellency on the subject of this dispute -
through Hassansin and His Majesty's remerk ai the opera may .

; have been intended as an invitetion to an informal

E ' - discussion. } o .

S,

e,

P 2. I am sure youn will agrce that nothing should dbe -

i left undone that might prevent misunderstandings or felsc .

T apsumptions taking root in the King's mind, suggest therge
fore that it would be o sound move for Your Excellency to .
Seck immediately an opportunity for an informal discussion of

© Ithe whole matier with the King. You could agrss that the

e -charges ageinst the Wafd are serious and must be answored;
A bub point out that they have been fromed by a spiteful
oy v - individual possibly himsclf not above roeproach, for reasons
a - . other than the pubﬁﬁc good. It has %encrallv beon admitted

- in the past, even by his encmics, that Nohas himself is |

. honest and sincers. S0 long .as he and his party enjoy thoe
tconfidence of the country it is against the intorests as much
i of the King as of His Mojesty's Govermmont thet thoy ghould
i be turned gut of office. - : -

8+ The conversation might then possibly turn o &
‘general discussion of possible altornatives to the present
Prime Minister or Governsent.  The King's idcas on this
subject, if you could obiain them, world be of much Interest. -

Q.T.P. : :7;;? . Syﬁﬁyé
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1h Yo Lo,
Sir . Laypsc. D. 10.32 pom. 10th Adril, 1 615,

oo 719 4. R 11,35 pom,  10th April, 1?#3. N
TOth npail, 1943, -

L]

Lo

959999999 . o g
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Ly telepyam Ho, ?1?. qffbabili;fé,

Q*--s.

T saw the Frime h¢nistur this evening, e was moeh

vorked up and s POLL with vwehomence. Mo said the Dicclh: “ouk
aid been peoroted by the kaloce i agrocpment with the diredcst
clemcnts in the countyy to discredii 4 Prise ldnistcr when finr
#arouk vidshed to get rvid of. It campat the ead of o gerics of
ooatvuctﬂve tactics of the PFalace to hring the cdoinisiraiive

sehine to o stondstill. He was determined to g0 to Eing

farowdt and nove 1t oout with hin regardiess 0¢ the consunuuﬂcua,'
BYCR ﬁhau of disndisgsal. . w

2. T expluined to him thet our policy ag I conceived it
iﬁ;g thaet thoere should be in power a goverament deterudned o corry
lout lofmlj the obligations of the .:11’1“10—12 ',ﬁ;ﬁi;;‘.l Prooty cod. '
aving o najordiy in the comntry Ln&bllﬂu 1t wifeetively to 4o so.

(oo TR buLnn the sase, L ohod no wish to sce the Wafd Govu¢nhuqt io

j~:;’¥bu lon; o8 i% Fulfillcd $hese two condifions,  Thure wig howuver
T ithe qupat on of & refutsfien of the charges made inm thc Ll G
ol Bock. e could ndt be put in the position of boing scoussd of
L condoning churges of corrupblon Hhich hed not bbun Tu;ULuﬂr
Hahd L ¥
b - fhe Prine Linlster rcpllc&_ﬁaat he propesed 1o rofute tuu
chaa-co bufore Parliauent. .
Lo  As ropnreds ths question of procodure, the rriio indstor
?lGL&uuﬂ.ﬁu celk vho Klag o ao&:un:cgtu in fthe noranl wer e his,
Phe riue Hinlster, for considersticn the petliion whdeh ids
criesty nd mecelvet. L SW; seotad tnht Ltordoht be pueiir obo
poke tild roquest throush Bassinein fo dbvlate the Qmger i 3
hing i Jf":all.x ot ).e..,;;sl«;-; Hig Zxeollency 2% the audionoec cad
Thet Weoas n.if s Do L::ch‘:ul w0 which wula give His Lonjusby o |
T built Tox disihios L m'i“ el il g '
inister however rofused absclusely 1o wdhhlLuu4
cild sand et he o swmst 0o airees T -__.'L'.'.tj_f ORI
e Ilv Finully proddiged hovever s ha‘uﬁuiﬁ
- wok/

o

™~

- —— —

L =
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b e e ATl
P Y

Aot alley hinse l 10 be provohud und would, iT Mis i Jesty
1 ‘..u ke W p“?‘evoc:atlvc smhwen‘ﬁs . SaY e ressrved

..
!- v lbi"é.l.‘::'q . i S

. 5, e sald thoton 2pril 12t Le would ask Tor un
cudience. | faall probeblility the previous cugagonents of the -
codus Jdnister would procluds gudience itaking place boefore | -
Sordl 113, : : . e :

6., If Klﬂg\ Farout acress at $he andisnce to commniicate

tas pebition o the Trile idnister Tor consideration; subssgucit

ralutation befores Yorlienunt will no doubt bo arronged by, the
;“1. G AnIStUr o5 SO0l os POssible, I King Farouk wors to
rofise O corianicw L-\.r to the Prire Hinister dhe potition .E‘or
Loronl constlintionsl handling nd were to decido to disndss
Ty ATEING ;um..ax..r::: m" hoat. o ".?’111'3’ hin an opportunity to reluie
v Gl =gcs, iy lojesty 1<Oul(... ba elearly nutiing iinsell 1o
e wronge 0 In that c,ve“'" I think we shoald ake stronn uetion
io Jores sk..,ng TFarouk o, peverge such o Goclsion. and to pive '
Sas Pashn ehe oc:portm-ltv of rofuting. the clhinrpes vhich arc
+x parte cad have buon fornulated by a doclared cncuy of the
rrice idlidster. - e T :

fa i should uy»rt-{nulhl for 111"'3'4.,”11‘. 1LISul‘hG't.LL_"lS outacrising
e oimlie strong hp“‘ﬁtnm’bmn“ to King ‘?aruuﬂ o Bl & huve
Tioug iF ;1»&0555 . . : : .

8o In 'thc course of conversation the Prine linlster
roforred bo the Boyptisn helicE thuat nolicy wos no lonpsr ceuitred
in the ‘;.:TJ&'-"‘SJ‘ hut was dispersed in various cen'hre,; Goffe ROLSVET.
o Stale and Britisa nilitory outho: ..r,i&;s. oL vepdicd v
Ay Lden was m.asuril, Io noitters of poliey pecumdiug Liypt 1%
s s '-.L]wi.., g u assador wig cdvised lis Z.izuustﬂ" 5 Goventwnd
SR\ VIR .!.‘“ 3 hajesty's principal Sseretury of Stutc for Joraiga
PPN

e e

N 9.  Yrime idnister also said that Jgmilions were ilnclineg
S0 thdak fant Britisn etzsu.;f thiew overhosrd goverd Luts whilsh
Jb woh served thon well.dn tineof need ones the nesd hod becoie

J/ Pluis Burdouss o L Wm. Thet such a c]:m:r-gc, Was alie ‘Llﬂjll tiTicda

. ,‘lj\ 'I L . .
,&‘fh-w)‘_ 10 ?'inism ol S't ;te hw bbf.-l‘l Lep't tully mmf. .wu.
oy ¥ o wOAGH B0 Corm .muurs in Jbhict.- _

ny oo
4 v
. ,
- \!; -v/'; % Io,.'g
i .
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EROI CATRO VO FOMRIGN OFFICH, | »
Sir ki, Lampson . b, 10,56 p.m, 10th J-;p'ﬂl—— 19@.
150, 7204 _ c Ry 10,45 pem. 10th Aprdl, 1943,

10th dprll 1;#5. _
TrTLITTT

LﬁﬂPTma; Lo,

Fu

iy tmmediately prec &i‘*'ﬁclegTam [7194]. me

diln- Osinen tolephoned tonight %o the OrluLt 1 Soor fi Ty that the 4
head 01 «pabic [prn. unsee, .duruau} of the Pulage had just ealled
oa the FPriwe Ginister with o letter from Hassascln coumnicating

idran Bbzid's petitien to the Prise liinister for considerstion,

_—ihe lstter'wuf_couuhuu in disopresable termas, referring to gorions

;;?allgwatifn' and to thie foct that ihcf chaanated Trow o inporiand
perscanality '.{'h., letier d1d not howvever denand a .u,.piy.

2., JAnin O don sadd that this commnicoatiocn obviated o
nLCuuSlhy of rmediate sudisace with fing Farcak, Wahes Dosia
proposcd to state in J”TllJdeu o april 12th, iag wasiwer 10 o
.gquestion which he would proveke, that he was rea&y o reply o
any guessions or Ldterpellations on the Black Bock,

I———— L
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{ CYPHER } ¥R CaBINET DISTRIBUTION

FROM: _EGYPT S Jh
FROM GATRO T0_FOREIGN OFFICE |

Sir M, Lawupson-

No, 715. 12,39 aum. 10h april, 4945

My telegram No. 680 P ﬂ \ -.-“:5_-1:;

:' é\g'i ‘- [

Hassanein Pasha coume to see me [gvp. unﬂec } last nlght
on other business, aus 1T expected he ralsed the quhstlon of ;
the Black Book, T ; =u‘€ e
It wes clear that Xing Porouk wes impatient to teke action’
and Hessenein professed to be having the . greatest diffienlty
in holding him back. Owing-to his effort to put the brake ou,-

" Hessanein was even being talked of now as "Chel de Cebiwtl ol b
the British sabossador®,  Hussanein professcd to have been o

tesistent with King Farouk thai His dajesty mubt remaln above.
party politics and tread warily; bul opposition parties had .

got at His Majesty (not through Hassanein); and King Farouk wes
thklng the line that certain of the chwrgea in the Bleck book
were so clear and so conclusive of dishonesty that it was not a
question of party politics-but o wmatier of his Yauty" as the
Sovereign not to retain in office g Prime Minister aud

,mdnlnlstrﬁtlon guiliy of such conduct,

3., I told. Hhssaneln that he shauld ot 211 costs prevent,
his Sovereign from teking aﬁy precipitate step. I reninded.
hin of the fatal effects of the ejection fron OfflCE of the
p“EVlOUu Wafd governuent in 1937 though still ot that Time

vastly the majority party. uccordlﬂg to uy most recent
information the Wafd still commanded the majority of the
electorate: and this belief was strengthened by ny enquiries

- during ny recent, trip to Upper Rgypt which was not troditlonelly

so pro-Wafd as the Delta, King Farcuk should on no account
rash into a similar blunder now, the consequences of which
might ve incelcoulable., He mnst rouigiber that as a : =
Cﬁnstituthﬂul aonarch his functions were to rule. and not to
govern,  adinlttedly the Black Book simelled most unplezsentlyd
but it vwas product of e man sub to down Nahas Fasha end a -
collection of ex parte charges, . King Farouk should not

S coinilt hiaseli on o oone 8ldﬁd douumcnt hgwuer dunnlug it might

seer/

-

- 9th wpril, 1943 v oRe hlBB a;.m,;__ 1|ch'_-.¢;pzﬁil, 193
| 4248448 / S
TMEORTANT
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) R
tollne chesd® the towniag of wideh wis pretiy
Joasont to be,

N
Canoaw “o hi“ An to what King Parovk shawld Co, I vas | o
L JFI'_ it i-)r F“"‘5"1"-"'-:;.!'_};:?a JTl:"iJ"a rri'-‘_: f.ﬁ);*-lf_.-'f'i. fﬂ’x:i'&t-—.ﬂl-‘:;:.‘l'a: ’
RN v SR P I L i A PR SR ::',';..-.‘";-..a:« e L
G an Srodnher oo wsnibouwne Lotter's rouetion¥ Lie aTiTe

i'.ll.u.l_iﬂbkl.'.', “.L "Li i Cither

{a)- ran iakesy wbeid in for libel '
{b) or nhuu the quuucr depated in Yorlisnent: .but 13 ad

caot discunsed, the aotter with tiahas Fasha and hed no
idgn of s views,

hky Jtinongin urgUPi thot ¥Hohoo pasha would nod nlopt
dd Lt cven 10 he dored {o,mo judge would daere to nok

inperbially, nprvilness to speek oute 48, to (b} varlisnent vas

v LeTCe LB ITCCUo. OF woadte on any attack on the rrine -
adnister wvos futile, | Hasgsonedn's fingl attid tude’ sppearcd to. -
be shat he would pruﬂ'blg endeavour to move ling Farouk o

instzuct qu to seud the petition to the rrine Mlﬂiﬂ%er.
5. . Before Hesszpein left I once nore iﬂ}“aov ¢ on hin
Torcibly the no Guublby 01 ﬂTuVuﬂﬁlﬂF any dTCGlilhubu e OV
Cihe King (vhe, we oll knovw, is itching and, long hué besn
Ligre. oubde Ytryiagl bo get rid of on w weleote Prive inister
ingosed uwon hin by‘uu;. )
6,  Later in the evening T sat vith i ing ¥orouk in his
box et the opera, Iie nede no reforence Wo-the @ attor vhich I
¢id nod roise buJHCI‘lly £8 Thacrs wery othors ﬁr=ﬁ;nt but he
vroveed one or Lo rousrks shout having ggct of o “bu;g
clonr and ¢ il

O
oI
G

-
[
-t

f. This noming £ ‘sent for wnid Ososn end told hin
vies sericusly Doersuibed ot the situailon. ¥ oYLV M WA
ropho yruHOuth o dosl with the Bleck Dook?  Jmin Oswan,
2Iber vaticr EJJHPQuuﬂiﬁ sorie of the cllegaticns in the Boolk,
53¢ Shet cstthe petition hed not yet reashed the vriww ilalstoer
:;ug an; wlog, dobce rusho hod not Tely called ugon o do

e wng pressine Wahas Pashin o hhwe oo _
wnt which wos gbviokily ihe eourny, lig
cid ot bellove oy JHClGlul engairy would be v¢¢gcﬁivc, L8 N0
R uu:lu aure o act faced with chnrses oovinst the whole

OV or

oL U;bnqﬁ i zow

-

u. Cinains Pach Wis aos aPeeid of full tavesdicovion

ud' “»mlx Do gLt #QLUV $0 snever interyellotions ia
’ ks l..Ll......n.l.« a-_t'h

P TS PR B s L [ . S,
Lig A aienla Laln G o gl ive of Zofies oosis whotnel
20 L I - ..*. i E e T v .
1% wouls be welosig £ T told Hngan s, {vhon © hod szon on :
ST L T T, . P
CGLALT LWIAaoLl Lot nlad) thet Ling Yosotk would be wcll




© et e .

3

advised Lo pass the petitions to his Prime Minister

a8 the con3u1but10nal course, ~ amin Osman has promised to-

enquire: I shall probably be seeing Nahas Pasha fo-morrow -
morning, | He has now veturned from Alexandria.

9, 1 fe&v there are the mekings of a first class row
ancad and that there may be serious aevelopments at any woment,
For the tine belng 1.shall try %o keep in the background as.far
as possible, in the rdle of the middle man working for the
goodwill of both parties - but there can be little doubt that:
Ling Farcuk, having as he believes (ond rightly) got on beiter

terms with us, new thinks that he can furn and rené Nahas P&sh&l—.

and itne Bleck Book is, prima facie, a pretty damming document
vacked in meny coses hy whet purports to be actual official -
Letters ond other evidence. ' I have not however yet seen o

[?grp. omtd.] of the document (which is 320 pages. long) and, my o

- Tirst impression mey be wrong.,

0.  as I ses it, what we wont - 2nd must have - isa

| government in Bgypt both willing end in & position fhrouvgh

11 still believe the country io be predominontly Walidst, we

T

adeguate pogular support, to 1mplument wholeheartedly Egypt's
tvcaty obligations To us.. On that we ore cntitled to insist,
Such o governument we have had up fo date in the Wafd., And as

cmust use our influcnce to sce that Nahas Pasha is not sacked -

-'{

unless such is the popular will, I cannot say bow events will
shepe, but the idea hos orossed my mind that Nshes Pashe may
concclvably find it expedient to go to the country, the snag in
that is that the Xing may sack him first cod instel sone new

~Government which would do so which ?ould mean the uswal rigg 1nL :

of the electoraie,

11. Subject 1o developments, I sn*ll continue to work
quietly on the lincs reported in this telegram ond will of
course kecp you closely informed: bui neantise have you ~ny
corment? - o o

) D'TJ P.
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[0‘:3@3] { . R GABTIET DISIRIDULTON
FROH FORGIGH OFFICE TO CAIRO

Ho. 820, Do 5.55 pom. April 128k, 1945,

April 1&th, 1945.
bh hb
ToDINT
Your;ial Erains [os. G680, 715, 717, ?LSA nnd ?2&:

I agpec that thers sxist oil the clements o of 2 qlush
viich might not incongadvably result in the ellnliustion of

_%he ur»seﬂt Govs Aﬂhuﬂbq o contingsney wilch, 3* v?uv of ths

UOpui o support it 211l enjoys, we should vish To rioids

1 zuily soprove the i‘anAUb you have held fowrds ali

Couteied du¢1n1a. our owh limitved but eaﬁuasn v L 1ﬁud“asts
A 10 of YOUT tu1ur;am o, 715); bud I'P@ not

clbrf oy u\Dﬂ” ‘uou+ ths “hockpround' #61c you n“?’

e 1{uu“ vﬂulauif Ping Porouk hos, 1t vould £ one 0%

'n e
ST

lon 5t somndol  Your LYBwllw“Cj on the subjeet of tnl 'ﬂi pite

i

throush lncsencin ond s i o justy's remorx &b ohe opo ‘lP“y
h v bocn intonded 88 on invitation to o inforand :
““icn¢

2. I LHSUre ggu vill sgres that nothing should e
leid wadons. bhep aight provent Cinig swnderstondings op folse

cesuwppiions king Yoot in the fing's mind. 1 s u‘“t tu&r -

Foms b it woald be o somed move Lor Toum s Ll ey -
sk thuﬂitL,Iw 3 Aa|~“tu11t" for an indomel disew 1‘A of
T viholo moatil w i ta Livg . You eotldd caens wly &; WG,
Coy I ap .“l'mt s i .Ld are Sericus and must be oo W .Llud
vab hliﬁt e thhd bduy hwe bosn frasd by n 5 ¢u11L1

Loodricocd vresibly hindel? nod vbove reproseh, Yo roosens

CLALE YLt bﬁq_“ﬂblic 6ol .It hog . gentynil e Gdnitied
\n tn; pﬁqt, SYEL DY hia cigilies, that Fehos Tus LI in
ozl rnd elntule. 3o long 03 he and his weely uug j ths

Fadl

G- 1;&uf s of whs ¢ ufﬁrv 16 1s sgelnst the lunboresis 8 nuch
el the ing oo of nl" s jesty's Govermmont th“* they should |
be tur nud=uui ot ofiics. :

8. The canvarﬂ"tlkn ght_then o:s&ibly vari oo
fralarnl diucuéul,L -; Slelu alisrnn iyes T T nrrsant
SJrigs JAndster cr G xugujt. Thy 11Dj g idoos on This
canject, i y«u ey uid ﬁh 2in tﬂuﬂ, wzuld be uf HUGH ¢nt T
Odi-j-iﬂ‘l?t
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Political situation in Egvpt.r{/

Refers to Foreiyn Office telegroms lo. GZ0 anu
6za (J

1600 /3/16 and J 1655/2/16) s2nd reports that:

Basganein called to see him and begred to know that

ne was going to say to Wing #arouk.

ATter eomaiderable discussion Hassanelin lcft
stating that he remained decided to resisn,
“if the Britlah Ambassador gpoke to His Majesty
in this line-
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OUTWARD TELEGRAM = % |

"‘[_‘313 Document is the Property of His Bi'ltanmc Majesty's Govemment and ﬂhmﬂd ke
kept under Look and Ke:,r} '

[Thls ‘tele rap is of pm:tlcular secrecy and should be
retained by the authorised recipient and mt pasved onJ..

[CYFHER ] WAR CABINET DISTRIBUTION.
TO: BGYFP, S
FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO 0, {MISSION)
- No. 624, Dy 12 30 Pele 15th Aprll 1945.

15th April, 1943,

 IMHEDT ME,

Your telegram No. 750 [of Aprll 12th:. political
situgtlon] crossed my telegram No, 620 suggésiing that you
. should ask for an sndience of King Farouk., 7You may :
} certainly add warping proposed in par&graph 7 of your '
: telegram should it appear necessaxy.

0JI.P,

S ———i 22
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OUTWARD TELEGRAM g

Q} [This Document is tha Property of His Britannic Majesty’s Government, and should Ea

NS

~which might not inconceivebly result in thg eliminstion of
' {gar&graph 10 of your telegram No. ?15}; but I am not
8

‘have Been intended &s an inviteition to an informal

kept under Lock and Iey.]

{This telegran is of parﬁicular seerecy and should be .retained
by the authorised recipient and not passed on) :

I 1607/2/16 . |
[ CYPHER) © WAR CABINET DISTRIBUTION
| - | o TomOYT
FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO CARO . o
No. 620, o :_ D. 5.35 p.m. April 12th, 19@5. ; f a
April 12th, 1843, L

| | bbb

Your telegrams Nos. €80, 715, 717, 7194 and 7204

I agree that there exist all the elements o2 a clash
the présent Government, a coutingency wiich, in view of the
%oggiar support it stiil enjoys, we should wish to aveid. -

1y approve the language you havs held towards all _
concernsd, defiming our own limited but sssentlal interesis

togethser happy about the "background’ rdls ycu have
assi%ned yourself. King Perouk has, it would apnear, at
least sounded Your Excellency on the subject of this dispuic
through Hassanein and His Mejesty's vemark at the opera mey

discussion.

2. I om sure you will agrce that nothing should be
left undone that might prevent misupderstandin%s or falsg
%ﬁsum%tions taking root in the King s mind. suzgsst there—- -

ore that it would be o sound move for Your Exgollsncy to
seck Immedintely an op%ortunity Tor an informal discussion of
the whole matter with the King. You counid agrec that the
charges agoinst the Wafd arc serious and must bo answered;
but point ocut thai they bhave boon fromod by & spiteful :
individual Eossiblf himgclf not above ruproach, for rcasons .
other than the public good. It has gencrally beon admitted
in the past, even by his enemics, that Nohes hinself is 5 ' _
honest ond sincere. So long as he and his party enjoy b =~/
confidence of the country it is asgninst the linicerests as mui -
of the King as of His MaJesty’s Govermment that they shouldy
be fturned out of office.. SR £

.+ +

Ly e ——

A
| . .
5, The conversetion might thon Egssi‘:}ly turn o & © ¢
general discussion of possible alternaliyes to the present - &
Prime Minister or Govermsent. Tho Xipg's ideas on this \
subject, if you could obtain them, wonld be of much intercst.
¥
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SEhis dgouws I 4% yore possibleo to onsure o0 clcctlon bt
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volilical ”Ltnauion in BiyDh. :
' Reif'ers 1o Forc1wn Oftice telerramu I, 62U and
'*d {a 1607, J 1C 5/3/15) and repoerts on his sutience
wilh Aing buPOhu during which the Eing made clear
{hat he Pelt it nis duly to follow up tue alley rations
a“tlnbt nis Prime mlnluLFP and completely unaerﬁtood,
His lajesty's Government's atiitude. - Sonsiders bHaL
the Ganuer of ssexking liahes Prsha, has been removed
penaln: Parliaomentary nroce&dlnbs. .
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IN THIS
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NOTHING

W

T T
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The Egyptian Situation - sir 3l Lampson's

Telegram No, T4b.

I . have discussed this with Er. Scpivener

eand we are 1ln agreement with the Secratsry’

of S5tate's opinion that the Lampson-ifaroui
interview has not gone off any too well.Dal—
J%“‘ ,_,,,Mﬁéé’ i, Hodias o et

J“"””Tﬁe MBassador has necessarily been on

the delensive. No one could afford to g0
banco on the sbsence of corruption in a Wafd -
Government and, while we have not as yet rec- -
eived even a sumnary of Makram Ebeid's '
Black Bool, there can be little doubt that-

1t will contain some highly circuwasivantial
evidence of gross irregularities and selxﬁ
seealng(I commented some months &go on '
Nehas! appointment of z dissolute nephew of’

his own to post of special Judze entpusted
with the enforcement of the asnti-black jnarket
laws under which this young rascal is at liverty
to order the lash io be applied to practically
any Gealer who does not pay him blackmail), -
Similarly agsin it is very 4ifficult for

enyone. to dispute the contention tiat the
Bgyptian Deputies, who &re primarily actusted
by reluctsnee to abandon their sslaries in

cruer to face A dissolution, and ambngz whom

the Ward constituted an overwhelming majority,
are not an ideal assembly before which
accusations of this nature may be expased fo“

Jjudzment,

Nevertheless even & discussion in the -
Bgyptlan Parlisment is bound to vendlate
t0 some extent the resl accusations against
Nahas and it is difficult to sugizéest any
aliernative course of action or court oI appeal. |
But if we are to -deplore, as we must denlore,
the extent to which King iarouk has besn. able
to tske the orfensive, I must agsin venture
to dissent from the Seeretary of State's
second comment which applauds Sir Hiles
Lampson for refraining from drawing King ,
Farouk as o His Majesty's intentiond. I do not
know how we can hope to put the Kimg on the- '
gefensive unless he can be made Lo revesl
his own plans — plans which it is reasonable
to suppose will be even less satisractory than
a continuance of the present somewhat blown=
upon wafdist Administration. It should
not, for instance, have been diflfieuli Lo
pick holes in any scheme for the return 6.
power even of so friendly en ex-ofilicial es’
Hussein Sirry at the oiresent time. UTill
easier would it be 5 explode any suggestion
of & medioere palace functionary lixe :
HaessiETr h;mself.

ppp—

We feel therefore that tharc i's now noenni

to be done but to wait for the Parl1uw,nuﬂi~,
[e) bt acauings

F A .af.'em:.u..dﬁ... .




- Minedes.

Proceedings., Meanwhile Hp. Ridsaale hag ;uat
Tung me up io say that there is a rumour in the
House of Commons tosay that King Farouk

Lias abdlcated //)
/ 15%h April 1943,
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{This tele ryaim 15, particular secrecd and qnould bc
,ﬂretalned ¥ theauthorl ed r601plcnt and nat pass

/ [CYPHER] - | PR A K
" ¢

VAR CARINET DISTRIBUTLION

: . PFroa: EGYPT _'
FROM CAIRO TO OREIGN CFFICE C;qguyr

Slr . Lampson éf!
No. 749 D 11 48 p.m. “14th April, 16458 a
14th Ap Aprll 19¢5 R, 10 a.m. 15th Aprll 19%5.; Ei.

Your telegrams ‘Nos, €20 and'624.
1 saw Klng Farouk this afternoon. nudlence lasted

out:

2. I took the 11ne that His na%estj is probanlr as
embarraased as we by these develovmen defined ocur
nojlc{ as alrcady recorded in carlier telorrung) ihich he
ataitted,was both na; r 1 and propor indced with war on
our showldors it could be no other, ' T then gave him,:
{ﬁfpaﬂnndcc, ?practlcally} vorbatim, contonts.of para Zravh 2
FDUT& telegram No, 620 nlus tho ontiro phra SGOIOf
aut orised in your fclegram Wo., 624, His iiejesty took

- wUJLLm@pﬂmvmiall this in good part S&jlﬂ%che differod Tron nonc.of it.

¢w‘amﬂwﬁfurhmﬁmgﬁﬁgrm.mut

- —————— —

d] eyc to ¢yc - Primg Finister
must be given the opuaruanltg to clear himscld and his

Govornment of thesc allogations thou th His Hojesty had
“littlc hope that thoy could do s t posgibly o nipghi

differ as regards the proscnt lﬂrlluﬂﬂﬂt being 2 suitable
or gufficiently convincing forum, J¢ was sure im his o
mind it was no His magcsty'thon honded me duite
informally, type& poper fron vhich the following is m

extract e

Your Bxcullcncy is awarc of scrious sllcﬁaulona
whlch have beon brought agrinst the Prime Ministor und nis
golleagnes.

- As constltuulonal H¥onarch of this countr;
obllgatlon regts ujpon e both to safemuard and maintain the

e o & T G e
AV Y e

B & AV, yi\f‘\ﬁ“{%y@‘\ﬁ\ffj /A
/.a/

\

over aﬂ_hour and was markedly cordlal and lnxormal through-

dignity and integrity of its polltlcaT life and institations.

Thercfore 1 oconsider cssential neecssory stops
be uakcn to c¢nable the Premier and his dinisters 10 cloer
thenselves of thoge ellegations, In my ¢opinion this -

carnot be achicved Ly a vote of confidence in the presont:
P;rllanﬂnt" _ _ ,

3.  4s regords discussion by Parliament I adnitted E
there ﬂlgnt be somc force in his uttltudb though mach *uzu

Jdepend

g W

H



ﬂ2 Ll
depend on condng debates, how they developed and their
vuﬁl;c reception, But surely fault lay in the system of
arliameniary Governmenit in Beypt under which every '
Govoruuent was more or less expeoted o rig clection -
mochinery, anyway, Parliamcnt was thore and could not
he Ignored.  If Hahas Pasha could go to the countyy for
a vote of canfidgnce it would clearly be bust solution,
but could he? (I was carceful to cxplain that T had no
knowledge of [grp. undee, ?2Mahac Pashal's atiitude on.
-this).  His iajesty replied that he helicved not under
the conztitution: anywa¥, gsvon 1f he could have, it .
would have been a casc of the accuszed sitting in Judgmont.
e had long discussion over difficulty of getting truc
feelings [Ygrp. onmitted ?of the] country., He did not
deny thore was great force in your comicnt about Hakran
Ebeid of whom h¢ had poorest opinion, : '

.. 4, Thorc was no rcferencs to an alternative .

; ~ Government ond T deemed it far wiser not fto aet on paragraph 3
1 '[/ of your iclegram Ho, 620 as it would cdértainly Have boea™®
LYY e 1 regarded as an oncouragenent to replace Nahas Pasha which

L i is surely prensturc, : . T e

n o

5

-

| 5.  As regards YBoycott! His Majesty said he weos
renacavouring to keep out Of the way in order not to
comprorise hinmself with mublic. ~He would indged have -
.'}ikﬁd-gglgo_cff on five days' desert trip but that was -
impossible, . . = . ' _ e

S

. _ G, Mﬁin{abhie?cment of our talk wes that [zrp,
] ;undac,] any danger ol sudden sacking of Naohas Pasha has
: - been renoved pending Perlismentary proccedings. '

- -
r———

7. . As regards Hassanein {my telsgram Nos, 7427 I .
told His Majesty I thnought that-Hassaneln was a bit over-—
wrought.las% nizint and I hoped His Hajesty would noi let
him go. King Farouk cbserved that Hassanein had a great
responsibility end was much worriced. : o

. i

[Communications Dopariment obtaining corrcetion for omitied
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