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D. 4.10 a.n. April 4th/ 1945.

, R* 3.40 p«n* • April 4thp 1945.
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\7ookly approciation. . .

raliTc.n 2"beid. Pasha hnc handed to Hassanein Pasha for submission

i,''mly, araiuct various Ministers,, Affiin Cciiian e-tc« "Black Book"
•naa. secretly printed and tnousands. of copies distributed iaaolya
It has caused"considerable sensation largely ovariff to the precise

i i ., . -, n a _ _ « V/ " . *-••' _ . . «J»

of the] £<
But Ar;dn Orann v;bo says that many of the charges are incorrect thinks
that Jlaicri!;! .ilbeid caopilud most of this dossier "before leaving
office,, According to agent in touch- with Hassans1 in 5 latter is
c,];-:barrafjsed becaune he is boing pressed IT/ the opposition to advxsa
Kiiif; Parouk to ask for explanations of thess ohar'fjes.

/

2& Ln'oortant political lunch party p;ryan"by Ahdcl l^^nia
I ^^~-t 1 .: ri "1 1;^ '"• *'-"'" * ~'~ ~ t '- * '> J ~>, t w • ' 7 " J '>A-i'liei:..'. o>.'..1.--jj-i i-*'...'jiJ.-.-i a jj(.L/eraj-a a.2\5J.aj!ion ox u.au j_ao'~> ,__^i ;OM'- i 'u •
}aih^ou'I^arid ez-S-Iinister of Supply and Gomnmicationsj v.a3 attended
ty fee Icadinr; elinants'of all" the opposition partien ana of the
independents including Sidki Paslia, Sirry and Barakat pashas*
Lunch is supposed to liayo "been Dart of effort to unify the action
of the opposition * -It is reported that the (iBlack £ookl! ;ras
di;:ciL-;r;od ana that the opposition who intend to crploit it an nuch
as po:.vciL.lo coritexpiate presentinp; a petition to tiie Kin."' about it
aihl aluo to adcirecG a letter to trie Kulbacsy on tlie subiudt.

ix 11'-' ! > 1-j (-• *p (-; ol"1. fi "7 t"i T1A1-?
l.vUiJ,o i v'.^iii.L J,»J AlU (•';

^
(Q to leave his house and has /rono for

holiday to Alexandria* He has not yet returned to his

' 4-» Tro nenhcrs of T/afdist committees at liellar:! have been; ' -
ezpelleu for having entertained Kahor during recent political visit
there uith Saadist"colleagues,,

5. . 1'afd has announced that it will celebrate 25th anniversary
of Uafd on !;!07e::ljer 15th nezt "by ccrsiaonios .all oyer .the country
to be follouod^by three days9 congress in Cairo wiiich Y,rill review ;
"ifafd's nctivititis for the country« . • • ;/

Apointr --nt of Director General of Frontiers 'Aclinic trat ion
n

i . v w ' .. . i.rto.yj.'..' ( - . . ^ -
occio'G canaiuat\i 01 .ai.nii3"(jC;p 01 jj^iej:co'« .•10'.,"**

uY^r lie ap]:e:',i';'j 5::orc di::por:;G-d to acaniosce in the A.r:y pror:.ctiD;;::;
hitherto held up 'by tiie Palace, • ' (See T)ararrra'±L .2 of ay tJlofTai.i L O . » -' ' * "

is still if^ si'.::.j}cnr:e. ' EaKsanoin v;hilo confidential
. 'oiio Our;j.i'o "Co .Tj.L'j**"cri'.civ A w !;' o'li.. ''.a a"Gpoi.rto.yj.'..' nis i^ays '(J
"iiiic Aa.taoe

7* Kir^a ppro-.k continr.os to ralce a phov; of .;:;pccial in
in the Fjpyptian ,4£--y ~&y visits to thy Ari:y institution;:; an-a

"
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GTG Cypher.

Dated ,, j., .. „ . -. . .,,
•-., oil j-. p i'l 1 , 1 <>

"ve
«« /^»/o'J ?th ,m..11

u : -iij,'yi"'t and. - t judoh.

Rc;j.';:v:; to Cairo tol(u-i';r; ]-jo . . (H'o (j lM\y':j/lO) ana • '
u t M t c y fchfvt tliciv; ia a dist inct r;>oai.;ibi .'i f . Lh'vt K Lnr
Vai -ouk . incite. V>y oppocitioii lor.uor;;, M...;/ t rsro Hahas"
r'a:;;i" 'i:o t:ia- ov'^' ! lblf*cl. boo):",- jui i i th; : t K u i i a o ra^;ha
;,iay loco n.xs tui.iper. \vith o..iu'ortimuto results. •
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We suggested to Sir M. Lampson some two or-
three months ago, when N anas', position first appeared
\ to "be precarious, that it would "be a good thing
in itself and a warning to Kahas to set his house in
order if the Ambassador were to extract from him

an/
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an undertaking that he would not resign without
giving us prior notice.

People are apt to forget that Egyptian
politicians do not take major steps such as the
resigning of office or (in the old days)
"breaking off Treaty negotiations, for the reason
or reasons which are currently attached to these
steps. They make up their minds to resign,
or to "break off negotiations, and then look for
the most favourable issue on which to do so.
In this case N.ahas may well "be influenced by
ill health or waning popularity, and may himself

regard a public dispute with the Palace as the
best means of restoring the latter, if not the
former, against the day of a return to power.

Sir Miles Lampson took no notice of our
previous suggestion and, more recently,has
rebuffed our attempt at exploring the possibilities
with which Nahas1 resignation might confront us.
In his present telegram he himself raises these
possibilities without any reference to the recent
correspondence in J 1433/G. Assuming that H.M.G.
have the implicit confidence in Sir M. Lampson
which one would judge lo be the case, I think
we had better leave hinL-a,lone.

8th April 194-3.
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[Cypher],

PROI CAEO' TO POEPIG^- OFFICE

son. D. 9.15p.n. 6th.April, 194£.

6til April, 1945. '• R. 11.15 p.m. 6th Ap3?il, 194G;

Sir li. L^iii
J:o. 600 "

elt:PTCin I-;o. 6G5S paragraphs 1 and 2.

Both j?ran conversation witli Hassanein an/1 report of af{ont

y. '.the above t..p;ro.undcc ?agrees with] the av^r-h^nsion
eiToressud by ,,'xrin Osmh to the Oriental counsellor'" that Pin-
JA\rouk uas contcsra'olatin? r-ction v/itli a viev/ to ^rctiir- -riu of
I! oil a s I'^asha. ,10.5.11 OsiuAa thought tiiat \vhen I: alia 3 p-a^Ka returned •.
from Alexandria -the Kinp: inipiit suuirnon hin to take irln to t;-.sk
on a 3T!Mbci- of subjects'e.o^ censorshro, about ^J;ic;.: t;'>o King •
h,-.'.::: aliv;a'jv epoken.to iD.i-u^'che vbl;icii bgok'", {.iovem;ion;o, , ' "'•oro'oosals lor credits and. promotions, etc* 'i'here j-nrii t ;:e
U!iple;'.is'antnesa at interview/ and Hahas Pasha nught lose hla tc::r:)c,r
with unfortunate results. , • / • •' ': •

5, A?nin Osiaan easily ;-;ets on pessmiutic strain and Palace
no doubt thro\vs out ideas -vith a view to ooundlnr; un. • •
Nevertheless there, are possibilities of trouble; in intensive :
exploitation of -black book" by Palace and opposition.

<L-. According to agent, Hassanein "will first approach '•
IkJias Pasha on the subject on the latter's return.

O.T.P,
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P oli t.i. cal Situation in Snyot.

TELEGRAM FROM
_ai ro)

715 Gy-ohex-.
717 Cypher.
th April, 194-5)*

Heiei-s to Cairo telegram r;0. '680 (J 155^/2/16) nrd
suwinarizes the political situation in ^-.you, \-lth
special regard to the King's attitude to Lah»s
i--asha and the "black-|rook'".
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[THIS T3LE&ILJ1 13 OF PARTICULAR SECRECY ,JD SHOULD M lliiTAIi&D '.
BY THE AUTHORISED AECiifiKiiiT .uu) HOT MASSED OH]

[CYiiiiiR] • VAR CASHEW? DISTRIBU

i J.i606 i
FR011 C.,:,IIIO TO FOIGIG-1I OFFICE

Sir I/i , ' Lamp son
t̂.135,

9th «pril, 1943
"£>. 12.39 a.m. IQtli April,
u; 4.55 a.ia. 10th April, 1943 •

aaaaaaa

<"} " - " l , - - !< J "/Ily telegram ho. 680. <~~r""'/eT^-l-p-jtk? .

Has sane in Pasha caae to see ne [grp.- undec.] last night
"i. As I expected he raised the question ofo n o e r

the Black Book.

It \/as clear that King Karouk v;as impatient to take action
and Ilassanein professed to he having the greatest difficulty,
in holding hiia "back. 0\;ing to his. effort to put the 'brake on,
Ilassanein ',vas even1'being talked of novT'as "Chef de-Cabinet of
the British a.robassadorn. ilassanein professed to have been
insistent \vith King Farouk that his Aajesty uust re^iain above
party politics and tread warily: hut opposition parties had . .

at His Aajcsty (not through Kassanein) ; and King farouk v;ai
the line that certain of the charges in tiie flackaoe-ok •.

h;ere so clear and so conclusive of dishonesty that it was nco' a:
question of party politics but a aavttcr of his Slauty' as the
uovereign not to retain in office a rriaie Minister-and
udiiinistration guilty1 of such conduct.

3. I told Ilassanein that he should at all costs prevent..-
his Sovereign fro;:i taking any precipitate1 step. I re:n.nelect
nin of the f;:.tal effects of "die ejection froii office of the
previous ',;afd government in 1937 though still- at that tine

e m a o r pary. .,ccordin; to n aiost rec;;ntV ;J.^ uj.ji Uiiw ^i,,'.j.^'.

j information the \.afd still co:a:ianded the majority;of the. _ • .
('eiectoratei ana this belief v/as strengthened by i.iy enauiries
during ny recent trip to upper ,-i-gypt v/hicn \vas not trauitior.aliy
so pi'o— .^afd as tke. jjeita. King sarouKi suou.i.a on no c,ccou-vc
rash into a similar 'blunder uov;, the consecuences of v/nicli.

i night 'be incalculable. lie aust re..ie...:ber that as a ^
! constitutional .aonarch his functions v;ere to rule ana net to
(govern*, ...icl.'iiVuCdiy "bue jjiucic j ^ j . ' k si.ielled :.iost unple.as.AiJiii^Sr
"but iiO down i:C.iias i'.'..sn.a a no. > a
collection of cx_;cg_a.^e .cliarges. King L'o.rouk sliould n o t - . . _ ;
coiaiit hiaseli on a one ' sided docuuent ho-:;ever d;aaeiDg it :,;i;Ait



seen to him, As to -what-'-King-garouk- should- do, I was ' : - •
considerably puzzled, But the normal constitutional
procedure surely would be to pac-s 'on the petition to the
Prime Minister and await the.latter's reaction? The Prime
Minister might either-- ' : - • '-• •'••' • • •• -•'•' ••^•'-•^. "••

(a) run Makram Sbeid in for libel ' " ' ' " • " ' ' " , ' . ,
' , (b) or'have the'matter debated in Parliament; .but-4 -had- •

. not discus'se'd the matter with Kahas Paslra''and1 had no
idea of his views. ;

It-. Hassaneiri. argued that i\Tah.as Pasha would not--adopt"'-
(a) and that even if he dared to--no .judge would dare to act
impartial ly, nor mtness to speak out, As to tb) '-Parliament was ;
a farce as. freedom of. debate on any attack .on the Prime

. liiinister. was futile.' Has sane in's' final attitude appeared to
be that he would probably endeavour to "move'Kin.g Farouk to
instruct him to send.the petition to the Prime''Minister.

5* - Before Has sane in left I o: h'ce'mo're impressed on him
forcibly .the. necessity of preventing,.any precipitate act by

' the'King (who, we'.all know,"is itching an'd long has been' '.. • • • ' .
[?grp.' omtd. ?trying] .to get rid'.'of c.n,unwelcorae Prime Minister,
imposed upon him by us), " '• ' ' ' '

6j," Later in the'evenin'g: I sat., with King Farouk in his
box at. the opera. lie Hade'no .reference'to the'matter which I
did not raise especially as there were others present: but he
dropped'.one or two remarks about hp,ving prospect of a."busy
time ahead" the meaning of which was pretty clear and I think .
meant t o be. " . . . . ' • • ' ' " . ' ' . ' ' . ' .

7« This morning I sent for Afciin Osman and told him I
was seriously 'perturbed at ,the situation. How was Nahas _
Pasha proposing to deal with the-'Black Book? ' Jmin Osman, .
after rather pooh-poohing some of the'allegations in the book,
said that 'as the petition had .not 'yet reached the Prime Minister
from the King,. Nahas.Pasha hacTnot -tel.t' called upon to dp ":'
anything, Amin .Osman was. pressing. Nalias Pasha to have ".an .
open'debate in Parlicuaent which was".'obviously' the 'course'. . ' He

' did not believe any .judicial'enquiry would'be effective, as no
judge would .dare to'act. faced Y^itli charges against the" whole
Government, '. Kahas ..Pasha: ;w.c.s: not. afrc.id of' full .investigation
and would be. quite, ready" to answer interpellations in . . .

8.' 'I asked Aiiin '0smari to enquire of, Haha's/Pasha'whethe
it would be welcome if I' told..Hasse.nein-> • (-whpm-I had seen on
other business last night) that King Farouk would be well

advised/
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advised to pass the petitions to his Prime Minister
as the constitutional course. Amin Osman has promised to •
enquire: 1. shall probably be seeing Nahas i-asha to-morrow
morning. He has nov; returned from Alexandria.

9. I fear there are the makings of a first class row
ahead and that there may "be serious developments at any moment.

. ii'or the time being I shall try to keep in the background as far
as possiblej in the role of the middle man working for the
goodwill of both parties - but" there can be little doubt that ,
King Ji'arouk, having as he believes (and rightly) got on better
terms with us, now thinks that he can turn and rend, rlahas Pasha -

/} p and the Black'Uook is, ĵ ;̂̂ l\2i£j a Pretty damning document •'
/!/̂'-'\ backed in many cases by uhat purports to be actual official'

^/•^letters and other evidence.' I.Iioye not-hoY/ever yet seen a
'̂•i-̂ i? irp._,,,.omtd,,].-of the document (vMch is 320 pages long) and my;! ' '"""first impression may be v/rong. • - ' '- '

: 10, As 1 see it, \vhat ye-'want - AIl̂ .Ms;o_Ji:_.vc — is a
tJ /-> ' government in Egypt both willing and in a position ĵ rô gh

'j \. Y ̂  ' uXie^ua^pe popui_'";.i7 _SuiJj.-)pi""u, "GO implement! \/iiOlCiicarLeu.iy *^gypc s
^-^ -..^ : . treaty obligations to us. On that we are entitled to insist..;
•..•». iV;""' '• Such a government v/e have had up to date in the :./afd. Ana as

; I still'believe the country to be predoiainantly ';,'afidst, \/e
: must use our influence to see that,, Hahas Pasha is not sacked
> unless such is the popular-ivill, I cannot say hoir events v/ill

.' shape, but .the_ idea has crossed my mind that I-falias Pasha' may
conceivably find it expedient to go to the country, the snag in

, that is that the Jling may sack, him'first and ins/tal .some no;/,
''Government uhich \vould do so v;hicli v/ould mean the. usiul rigging.-
of the electorate, ' . „ ' / • ' / ' " ' - . -

11. Subject to developments, I sh:-J.i continue to v/crk
quietly on .the lines reported in this telegram-and v/ili of
course keep you closely informed; but meantime have you
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[Cypher] .
IL'K C-ABIl&IT DISTRIBUTION . .
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Sir II. Larapson . *v~r' ..... ' •
ITo. 717 D. 12.15 a.m.. llth Kpril, 1943.
10th ,'ipril, 1943. R. 2.25 a.iu. llth ^ipril,

Isy telegram. Ho, 715. ̂"i

Aiain Osaan called aain this mornin..

I explained to him that it was essential from our point of
', ;., view that there should be some adequate refutation by lianas Pasha
•̂  of the charges made. unce'that was done our. task would be

simplified. Our essential need from the point of view of the war
effort Y/as that we should have in Egypt a government loyally

I carrying out the treaty and having behind it a majority in the .. •'
i country sufficient to enable it to carry/put that policy effectively. j
Hitherto V/afd Government had well filled that bill but we could i
not be put in the position of appearing to condone or shield
corruption. .

2. The idea of an appeal to the country was raised during •
.our conversation and has attractions but unfortunately it would
be airiest impossible to get an impartial government, to run-free
election: the King would object to Nahas Pasha running the
election and any other g^cvornmorrt appointed by the King for that.
purpose would most certainly rig the election.

3. Finally ̂ min Osman confirmed this opinion L? CrP» ^;mtd. ]
that the best way would be for refutation to be mrue in Parliament
by the Prime Minister in reply to questions or interpellations.•'
The Prime Ilinister himself inclined to that course. ,

i 4» it was settled that proper procedure was fer ni...SGaneiii
| to communicate .̂ K̂akram Libeid^pet it ion. forwarding' "Black Bo;k!i'
| to the Prime Kinister lor consideration but it was not thought
j advisable that I should suggest -this to him as cur suggestion might

- • subsequently be distcited e.g. to make it seem as though he-had
aavised the King'to ( :̂i;'_nd expi;.,nt;.ti :<ns of 1-fahas i;;.oiia. ,;,e agreed
li would be better for l̂ iias -Pasho. himself to -sec K, usancin ;:nd *
discuss procedure, ' . . • • •



2.

3. 1 an seeing the Prine liinister tonight. • .

,.,6.,.., At,,:y:uc.j;i;C-aent .A rain Osnan told no Hahns Pasha had spoken

•o

last night of throY/inc in his hand and concentrating cut of
on refuting these charges. Did I ,feel Hahas Pasha should
I replied: that iTahas Pasha should do nothing rash and keep""his
head. "1 could 'not, at the rionent see any /workable .alternative
to liia: but he uust clear himself..

office

O.T.P. ,
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[Cypiicr] DJiiPjJfri.v^-iT;!!. Up. 1«

O G/.IRO

llo. JS33-
UtliTpril, 19^3- 1). 7..50 p.m. Uth Jipril,

Your telegraa Hoe 7 1 5 paragraph 9 . ' • • ' • •

In viGT? of poccible dcvolopnients- please telegraph as soon
an possible.brief autfiary of noic serious charges contJiiu-jd
in this aocuaiontB . . .

O.T.P.
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Received \
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J: Kgypt and Sudan.

Last Paper.

J.1607
O

P o 1 i t i c a 1 _ S i tu a t i on in _ Bj?ypjb^

Refers to Cairo telegram No. 717 (J 1606/2/16).
and reports on the political situation arising. out
of the King's endeavours to get rid of his Prime
Minister-, 3M" alias Pasha. Telegram No. 720 A, -states that
Wahas Pasha will defend himself in Parliament on the

2 '12th April.
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E
I regret that I did not submit our

telegram No. 620 (J 160.7/2/16). in draft. But
with regard to the last paragraph to which the
Secretary of State has drawn attention, I
doubt whether it is possible to convince the
King that he cannot dispense with Nahas unless
His Majesty is pressed to disclose what
alternative he has in mind. Our telegram
No. 624 has now added specific authorisation

li to Sir M. Lampson to. include a .^warning in his
! remarks to King Farouk. But this was surely.
implicit in the wording of the second paragraph

I of our telegram No 620, which authorised the
|Ambassador to let the King know that it was
|"against the interests" of H.M.G. that the
,|\Vafd should "be turned out of office so long
•as they enjoyed the confidence of the
'country.

I do not think that' anyone favours the idea
of allowing King Parouk to evict Nahas from
office. But in addition to the necessity for
preventing this there are at least two other
considerations which we ought perhaps to keep
in mind. These are:

(1) Nahas is just as likely to resign
himself as to be turned out by the King. He
has done so on at least two occasions before when
he found himself on a sticky wicket (and Makranr
Ebeid's "black book" has probably put him.on one)
in order to recover waning popularity by a
period of opposition. And in addition, on this
occasion the evidence seems to be fairly .
conclusive that Nahas is in a bad state of
health,

(2) Our appreciation of Nahas' "friendship"
must surely be qualified by his deplorable
record over supply questions in the last nine
months. Tfeî -ic>-Q'ŝ '±1̂ ^
in-.rW~̂ w-.~~-, *. . Following on an attempt to.
hold us to ransom over cotton prices, lianas has
made, or allowed to be made, similar efforts
to hold us to ransom over the export .of
Egypt's wheat and other cereal surpluses to.
other parts of the Middle East where these
surpluses are urgently required. It has been
necessary to bring very strong pressure indeed
to bear on him in order to make him realise
that the continued supply of nitrate brought . •
by Allied shipping from South America must be .;
dependent on the availability for export of
the surplus crops which the nitrate helps to
produce. And more recently Nahas has allowed •
his-.-.companion Abboud to blackmail us over
Egypt s sugar surplus which is urgently needed
for the Sudan, Ceylon and other places. Here .
as illustrated.by Sir H. Lampson's telegram
Ho. .exit . of /̂ .-v.-.̂ , Nahas has personally

intervened/



MitatUs.

intervened to keep At>"boud from visiting
this country, which the latter undertook to
do as far "bacic as the "beginning of the year.
The Egyptian attitude has reduced the Supply
Departments to frenzy and, while we have to'
guard against a certain tendency on the part
of these Departments to treat Egypt as a colon?
or as occupied territory, we are hound to
sympathise with them. The latestj information
is that the Ministry of Food have some hopes oi
getting tonnage to fetch sugar frloin Mauritius
which may enahle us to prick the jtmbTDle of
Ahhoud's monopoly and "blow_Bgypt jan prices

iigh. But even if we su~cc"ee'd in t'hTs'7
"can hardly "be counted as friendliness

to Nahas, whose attitude remainsIthat he is
prepared to derive every possibly advantage
out of this war without participating in it.

14thiApril 1943.

* «
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.[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on]

[Cypher] WAR CABINET DISTRIBUTION •

FROM EGYPT

FROM CAIRO TO FOREIGI OFFICE

Sir. Ma Lampson.- . D. '12.46 p.m.' 12th April, 1943.
No.-.72.8,

R, 2.00p.m. 12th April, 1943.
12th April,. 1943,

IMPORTANT. ' • / ' • ; . . :'•'•

Crisis,

I forgot to record that when I saw Has....*; on
Aoril 9th (see my telegram'No. 715) he spoke of a threat by
King Farouk to "boycott" the Ministry, His Majesty further
even contemplated not attending gala British welfare "Command"
performance at the opera, given under his direct patronage
[grp« undec. ? that] night, so as to avoid having to shake
hands, with his Prime Minister. Fortunately, added Has.:...,;,
Prime Minister had excused himself from attending on the
grounds of health. (In the event King Farouk went1, but I
noticed when I was with him during the entracte, that ne never
spoke to Osman Moharran who was in attendance on him as
Senior Minister)., ' • ... .

2.' I urged Has.... to dissuade King Farouk and he
promised to do his best.

5. He has evidently not been successful for King
Farouk has lot it be, known that he will not meat the Ministers
or have any dealings with them. His Majesty cancelled his
attendance at a gala of the riding school yesterday in oraer
not to meet the Ministers, Nahas Pasha spoke of this Royal
attitude at an interview last night as another instance oi
irresponsibility and hostility. Of this there have already
been practical examples: for instance members 01 tno.Pal aco
steff cancelled their attendance at a lormal lunch i-.ivun ay
the Prime Minister yesterday to Iraqi Minister ox Interior.

4. If this "boycott" continues it is difficult to
see where it will leada

0« 1 » i. « ( j j9
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be retained
by the authorised recipient and not passed on].

[CYPHER] . .. : WAR-.-GABINST /DISTRIBUTION. ' '.- . ' . ' . ' '•

Government,
functions at which King Farouk is expected to "be present.
This it is argued,, while obviating humiliation for the G-c
yet maintains respect for the King.

6. King Parouk* s "boycott of the Government is locally
a serious factor as it.weakens the authority of the Government
among officials and general public who will presumably regard,
such boycott as prelude to the Government s downfall.

PROM- CAIRO TO FOREIGN' OFFICE, .••/•'- ,;•

Sir M, Lampson.' . •" ; D. . 3.08 'p.m. , 12th '-April; -1943.
No... 750. ' . - . : - • ; ; . V, - •' /•' .;
12th Aprils 1943. '; . ' R/ 3.50 :p.m., 12th April, ,; 1943.

" ' 3 3 3 . :: : :'. - .,' ; ' • - • . ' • • • : ' '
MOST IMffiPIATB. ; _ . . - . . • ' • . • ' • . - . . - ^ • ' . . • ' • , : ' . ' " • •

ly telegram No.. 720.

Following is substance of information coriBiiunicated 'to me .
by Amin Osnian this- -morning. • ' • . • • • • - ' " '

2.' The Government has decided that proper, constitutional
course. to follow is to let Parliament discuss the petition.
Accordingly the Prime Minister proposes this afternoon to
reply to a question regarding the T'black book51 put by an
opposition member in the Senate that the Government will i
welcome any questions or interpolations on the subject. • j
The Prime .Minister then proposes to give freedom of discussion /
to any such subsequent debates even at the risk of some .
turmoil i n t h e debates, ' . . .

30 The Prime Ifinister thought it was. a good thing that
he should take the first step in the Senate where he .was known
to be less strong than in the Chamber.

4-. Each Minister has been instructed to prepare
refutati9ns of the charges against him in view of the forthcoming
debates in Parliament. . •

'5. As regards King Farouk!s continued boycott of
Ministers (see my telegram No. 728) the Government has decided
that henceforth only the 'Minister whose function designates him
for attendance shall for the present be in attendance at



. ; . - ' -s -
7* Ar.iin Osnan was very anxious that we should definitely

trJxQ action, with a view to preventing King Farouk fron
--•--—'--•-- Uahas suddenly before he has proper and reasonable '

*. 4- -̂S •*ST.f~^ .A-- -J. ,-, .L 1_ ̂  -I- _ - _ — _ * _ _ _ . . jL 1_ "? — - 1* 'I _ _ _ 1 1

*-/ i-j- '̂ - .̂ -^ZjJ J^ « J ^ v.«.u AJ.C.L V v-* AAW U fcj\^ 4. C.VJ, CVO.UX/VX J. ^O. îlV J UlL> J. Cii-l

yet clear how far I should go with hin. Fortunately I
;:r.t next to hin at the Opera on April 8th, so .there can be
loss ground for the charge of discourtesy at the delay.
I should be .grateful' for urgent instructions as to whether
I can tell His Majesty that he would be putting hinself
clearly in the wrong if he were to take action against Mahas
~)oforo the latter has been given an-opportunity to refute
the charges against hin thus far and that accordingly we
, nst formally warn His Majesty against such prenature action.

r

7.[sic] In order'to obviate any danger of'King.• Farouk
forestalling us,. I propose, unless- I hear fron you to the
contrary, to send 0... C.., neantine to see Has.... and to.
convey Igp.* undec: ?an] infornal ness ago in the above sense.

0



[™s Document ia the Property of His Britannic Majesty's Government, and should bo

kept under Lock and Key.]
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[This telegram is 'of particular secrecy and should be retained
"by the authorised recipient and "not passed on]

J 1607/2/16

[CYPHER] WAR CABINET DISTRIBUTION

TO EGYPT • . • . .

FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO CAIRO

'No. 62 0»
•April 12th, 1945.

IMpDIATE

D. 5.55 p.m. April 12th, 1945,

bbbb

Your telegrams Nos. 680, 715, 717; 719A and 720A..

I agree that there exist all the elements of a clash
which might not inconceivably result in the elimination of
the present Government, a contingency which, in view'of the
popular support it still enjoys, we should wish to avoid.

• 1 fully approve the language you have held towards all
concerned, defining our own limited but essential interests
(paragraph 10 of your telegram No* 715); but I am not
altogether happy about the 'background role you have
assigned yourself. King Farouk has, it would appear, at
least sounded Your Excellency on the subject of this dispute
through Hassanein and His Majesty's remark at. the opera may .
have been intended as an invitation to. an informal
discussion. „ • .

2. I am sure you will agree that nothing should be',
left undone that might prevent misunderstandings or false ; '
assumptions taking root in the King's mincU I. suggest there-
fore that it would be a sound move for Your Excellency to

, seek immediately an opportunity for an informal discussion of
I the whole matter with "the King* You could agree that the
charges against the ¥afd are'serious and must be answered;
but point out that they have been 'framed by a spiteful

; individual possibly himself not above reproach, for reasons
9ther than.the public good. It has generally boon admitted
in the past, even by his enemies, that Nahas himself is .

», honest and sincere* So long .as he and his party enjoy the
F confidence of the country it is against the interests as much
I of. the King as of His Majesty's Government that they should
i be turned put of office. ,

5» The conversation might then possibly turn to a
•general discussion of possible alternatives to the present
Prime Minister or Government* The King's ideas on this
subject, if you could obtain them,, would bo of much interest.

O.T.P.
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be retained
by the authorised recipient and not passed on]

[CIPllBRj p.R CABBTJiiT DISTRIBUTION

RRO; i GA IRQ TO FOR J l GIT OFFICE

Sir B»La]npscn.
ii?-L_2ii^
10th jiprll, 194-3,

D. 10.32 'p.m. 10th
R. 11.35 p.m. 10th April,

999999999

V
IJ.1607 !
i £1, , . . : . . . , ' • •

By telegram No. 717.\"

I saw the Prime BInistcr this evening, KG was unich
v:orked up and spoku with vehemence. ..lie said, the Black Book
hnd been promoted by the palace in agreement with the dirtiest
elements in the country to discredit a Pri~ic llinister v/hon King
parouk wished to get rid of. It cans at the end of a series of
obstructive tactics of the Palace to bring the administrative
machine to a standstill* He was determined to go to King
Farouk and nave it out with hin regardless of the consequences,'.'
even that o f disnissal. ' « * • • .

2* I explained to him that our policy as 1 conceived it
iwas that there should be in. power a government'determined to carry
/out loyally the obligations of the Anglo~3gyptian Treaty and.
'having a majority in the country enabling it effectively to ao so,
iThat being the case, I had no wish to, see the ;/afd Government go
las long as it fulfilled these two conditions„ There was however. .
5the question of a refutation of the charges mac in the Black
^Book. we could not be put in the position of being accused of
condoning charges of corruption which had not been refuted. '. • . •

. • _ _;tr
j'

':>* The Prine Hinister replied that he proposed to refute the
charges before Parliament. B

>:•

th-U As regards the question of procedure! ~ r:^e
proposed to ask the King to corrranicato in the norr.ir-1 v/ :.,;•" to
the Priiic Bj.nist.cr, for consideration tho petition which Bis

r;d r^ceivedj i suggested that it .iiiglit o. D-/c"Ucr
ues hroug

lang Barouk n iht i-wveko
to obviate t]ie d;-ng^r tii .

His Bbccellency at the audience
i/ords night be exchanged ivhich Y/oulci give Ilis Majesty u

retext or cnssin iVahas

Brine Banister hov/ever refused absolutely to entertain.
tin iigges"uie'.i L
on this uestion

lie ivuist go '..'.;u'ovi;.c
lie finally promised hov/evcr that lie' \"0!ud

not/



,i t allon hinself to be provoked and. would, if His Majesty
•yero |to,^:uke any provocative statep.ents ,. say
h i s Vaiswiirs,"* ' : . . ' • ' •

e reserve

! 5* He said.that, on April 12th he would ask for an
c.uoiencc. InJ.all probability thex previous engagenents of the.
i.-rii.ie Jinister would-preclude audience, taking place before

U-th. - . tV ' . "

60 If King Farouk agrees at the audience to coo Tunicate
tne petition to the Priue Linister for consideration, subsequent
refutation before Parliament will no doubt bo arranged by.the .
rrine lonister as soon as possible. If King Parouk were to
r-wfase to eô :unic;..ite to the Prine Jlinister. the- petition for!
Lor-ial constitutional handling and were to decide to'disniss • ' . -
t>ic; iTine lanister without..giving. hin an opportunity to-'refute -
.tho churgoG, 'His Majesty would b^-el early, putting hins elf In .
the wrong, " In-that event I-think we • should .take strong action
to force King-Parouk''to. reverse' such-a' decision, and to give • " .
i;ahus Pasha the 'opportunity of refuting, the charges which are
ex parte and have been .fbrnulated by .a declared eneny of the .'.
1-rir.e'llinisteiv - . . -..- . . . - . , , ' . ' " . - • '

7* I should be grateful for urgent instructions authorising. |
...o to i.i:U:o strong representations to King Farouk on the above
linos if necessary, • '.' • : . :

8,1 In the course of-conversation the Prine-Kinistur
referred .to the Egypti&n'belief .that policy was no longer centred

bassy but was dispersed In various centres e.g. Minister.
and British uilitary uuthorities* I replied that'

. was absurd. In natters of policy regarding IJgypt it'

.ajesty's ̂ nbassador who advised His Kajecty's Cover.iient
trough His-:h.ajetty's principal Secretary of State fer foreign.

in the "'i
Oi''State
'i..iis ide

9*- 3/rine l-.anister also said that Eg^rptians were inclined
to think tnat British easily threw overboard governr.ents v/hioh

, ;-.:..u. served-then wellxin tine'of need once, the: need had become
I [ 1-33 serious,- I'sald.-.tlu--t such a; charge was quite unjustified.

10* rinister-of State has been kept fully informed.
Jopied to Gorj],;anders in Chief„• . ' . . . . • • ' • .



[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should he retained
by the authorised recipient and not passed on. ]

[CYPHER]. ' v-f'a CABINET DISTRIBUTION.

From BffYP3V

FROM CAIRO. TO FOREIGN OFFICE.

1-607'1

Sir ii. Larapson
No. 72Q-V
10th .vpril, 19̂ -3.

T'i,"'V'?'nT ""i'Pij.U'LHJUl.'lJ. ifj.

D. 10.56 p.m. 10th April-,--1-94-3.
H. 10.45p.m. l°th April,'194-3.

rrrrrrr

My immediately preceding telegram [719A], !/&

»iii;in Osman telephoned tonight to the Oriental Secretary that the
head of Arabic [grp. undec. ?Eureau] of the Palace had just called
on the Prime Hinister with a letter from. Hassauein coiaiauuieating
ilafcram SbSid's petition to the Prime Minister for consideration.

^The letter v/as, couched in disagreeable terus, referring to serious
allegations and to the fact that they eiaanated frou an. intpei'tant
personality, Tho letter did not however demand' a ruply,

* •

2. Iniin Osinan sa/id that this communication obviated the
necessity of immediate audience with King Farcuk, Nahas Pasha
proposed to state in Parliament on april 12th,- in answer to a
question which he_ \TOU^.provoke, that he was ready to reply to .
any questions or llu^erpeltations on the Black Book, .

DTP.
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BY THE AUTHORISED RECIPIENT AND NOT PASSED ON] '

[CYPHER] MR .CABINET DISTRIBUTION

.-FROM; EGYPT . • ' " . " : ' ; . .

FROM CAIRO TO FOREIGN OFFICE . '. •

Sir M. Lamp son • . ' . - " ' .
No... 7.15 ». ' ''• D. .12.39 a.m..1Qth April, -1943
9th x^pril, 194-3 '• •'• — R, -4.55 a.m. 10th ̂pril, 1943

" ' ' • ' '
ddddddd ' / f

IMPORTANT " .-- - ',- • • • M . r

My telegram No. 6806 V'''|;"«,'(.L ..... r|

Hassanein Pasha came 'to seê m'e [grp. undec.]'' last night
on other "business. ŝ I expected he raised the question of:
the Black Book. • " : . . ; ., ' 4. (•'''•'{[•'<?

It was clear that King Parouk .w.as. impatient to take action
and Hassanein professed to "be. 'having, the., greatest difficulty . ,.-
in holding him-. "back. Owing -to his effort to 'put the brake oiv •
Hassanein was even being talked of now as '"Chef de • Cabinet of :-
the British Ambassador", Hassanein professed to have been . ..
insistent with. King Farouk that His Majesty must remain above': •
party politics and tread warily; "but- opposition parties had ,
got at His Majesty (not through Hassanein); and King Farouk was
taking the line 'that certain of the. charges in the Black Book
were so clear and so conclusive -of dishonesty that it was. not a
question of party politics 'but a matter of his "duty" as the.
Sovereign not to retain in office a Prime Minister and
administration guilty of such conduct^

3, I told. Hassanein that lie., should at all costs prevent.
his Sovereign from taking any precipitate step. I reminded .
him 'of the fatal effects of the ejection from office of the
previous Wafd government in 1937 though still at that time
vastly the majority party. According to my most recent
information the Wafd still commanded- the majority of the
electorate; and this belief was strengthened by my enquiries
during my recent, trip to Upper Egypt which was not traditionally
so pro-Y/afd as the Delta, King Farouk should on no account
rush into a similar blunder -now, the consequences of which- •
might be incalculable,, He 'must remember that as a
constitutional monarch his functions were to rule and not to
govern. Admittedly the Black Book smelled most unpleasantly^
but it Y/C.S product of a man out to down Nahas Pasha and a
collection o_f ex parte charges, .. King Farouk should not
commit himself on a one sided document however damning 'it might

' . , seeii/.-
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to hlu. Ac to 7/hat King Farouk rild do, 1 was

(a)-run ilakran Pbeid In for libel ,
(0) or have .the natter debated In Parliament: .but I..had.

not discussed, the nattpr with I:;ahas Pasha and had no
idea of Ids views.

)4., iia;:;;"-..'!i.k;iii argued that Nahas Pasha would not adopt
uO ;..a id that cvv) if "Ho dared to, no judge would dare to act'
isii)artially3npi''witness to specie'out. As., to (b) Parlianent was
a inrce as freeao.., of at-Date on any attack on the Prine . •
Minister was futile, . Hassanein's final attitude'appeared- to. •'
be that he would probably endeavour to uove King i/arouk to
instruct hin to send the petition to the Prime Minister,

p» , Before Hassanein left I once nore impressed'on hin
forcibly the necessity of preventing any precipitate act 'by.
.the King C\yho, we all knows is itching and,long has been
LVgrp. ointd. ?trying] to get rid of an unwelcone • Prine Minister
inposed upon hin by us).

/, _ 6. ^ ' Later In'the evening.! sat with King I^arouk in his ""•
I: box at the opera. He nade no reference to-the natter which I
l\ did not raise especially as there were others present: but he
t ; dropped one or two renarks about having prospect of a "busy
\\ tine al:eadi? the laeaning of-which was pretty clear and I think'
\l neant to be.

7* This norning 1 sent for ̂ ain Osnan and told hin I
was seriously perturbed at the situation. How 'war; jn.has
Pasha proposing.to deal with the'Black Book? -train Osi;ian5
after rather pooh-poohing sone of the allegations in the book,

" Ss.id tiu.t as'the petit ipn had not yet reached the Prine Ilinistor
fi'o;.: the King, P'ah.j.s Pash;:i had not felt called upon to do
anything, -A-iin Os.jnn was pressing iuahas Pasha to h:,vo an
open Cab ate iu p.r.rli:v;;.ent which was obviously the course. He
did not believe any judicial enquiry would be effective, as no'.
jj;.:ge would diire to act faced with charges against the whole
'J-ovcm ̂ nt» , riuhas, Pacha was jnot afraid of full investigation .
and would be quite ready to answer interpellations in -
Parlia.:.,eiit. . •

e n u i r e of ri'ahas x';;isha v/lK-'tiiei1^. iT.sked jii'iin Osr.ian to
it v;oui'l be v/c.tco:,e if T told Hasoanein9 '(-';ho.:i I had seen on
otner uuciuous io..;rb night) that King L'arouk \/ould be v/ell .
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S" advised to pass the petitions to his Prime Minister
as the constitutional course. ' Amin Osman has promised to :
enquire: I shall probably-be.seeing Nahas Pasha to-morrow •
morning. He has now returned from'Alexandria.

9. I fear there are the makings of a first class, row
ahead and that there may "be serious developments at any moment.
For the time being I.shall try to keep in the background as,far
as .possible, in the r&le of the middle man working for the
goodwill of both parties - but .there can be little doubt that
King Parouk, having as he believes (and rightly) got on better
terms with us, now thinks that he can turn and rend Nahas Pasha
and the Black Book is, prima facie, a pretty damning document
backed in many cases by what purports to be actual official :
letters and other evidence. '.' I have1'not however ye.t seen a
[?grp. oratd. ] of the document (which is J520 pages, long) and .my
first impression may be wrong*

. ' 10. As'I see it, what we want -.and must have - is a
government in Egypt both willing and in a position through
adequate popular support, to implement wholeheartedly Egypt's .
treaty obligations to us.. On that we are entitled to insist...'
Such a government we have had up to date in the 1/afd. And as

? I still believe the country to be predominantly tfafidst, we :

I must use our influence to see that Nahas Pasha is not sacked
unless such is the popular will, I cannot say how'events will .
shape, but the idea has crossed my mind that Nahas Pasha may
conceivably find it expedient to go to the country, the snag in
that is that the.King may sack him first and instal some new
Government which would do so which would mean the usual rigging
o f t h e electorate. , • • • . ' •

11. Subject to developments, I shall continue to v/ork •
quietly on the lines reported in this telegram and will of.
course keep you closely informed: but meantime have you any
comment? ' , .

O.T.P.- ' ; ' '.'. ;



nN>,f- ' Registry
No.

.^y~y^~



,tK=^«-̂

Cz~<-^ t/£- 6J't!*Tjt-di

£~ /^ ^^



z
o
OS

en
I

a;
2:

CQ

(3

o
2



\A

[This tolep;rar;i is of particular secrecy and should bo retained
by tho authorised recipient and not passed on] ' ' .,;; . .

J 1607/̂ /16 ' J - ' '

[CYFiER] ; . a

HIGH FORlilGN. OffglCq . TO CAIRO

i), 5.55 p.m. April 18 th, 1945.
April 12th, 1945. • .

: bbbb

ij// Your telegrams Hos, 680,, 715, 717, 719A and 720!,,
// ': . '

ce that there exist all the elements of -a clash'

1 fully approve the language you have held towards all
concerned9 defining our own limited but essential interests

• u'
• 'O •

S6 The conversation might then possibly turn to a
general discussion of possible alternatives to the prosen
Prime Minister or Government. Tho King's idees on this
subject, if you could ob tain then,. would, be of-much interest.

leesi sounded Your Excellency onfthe subject-of this dispute
through liassanexn and ilis majesty s rciriarlv a u the o'Dora niay
have bean intended as an invitation to an informal "
discussion*

2. 1 am sura you will agree that nothing should be ':
left undone, that might prevent misunderstandings or false . . . . . . j
asauiii'ptions t;-king root in the King's mind. 1 suggeat there- |
fore 'thf.-.t it v/ould be a sound laovo for Your JiA:cell<,ncy to i
s<.jck iiiimediately an oDDortunity for an inform;: 1 diccuasion of ' • '{
tiie 'whole; :ino.tt^.r -vrith" 'tho King* You could ogro-i th-.t the, I
ch;,rgeB ogainat tli.; "oofd are serious and must "be onr5';//;red; . ' • ' I
but -ooint^ont that they hove been framed by a spiteful / !
inO.ivid.ual 'possibly himself not above rc'oroach, for-reasons • l

oth:,r than the -public good. It hos. generally been admitted. • ;
in the nasts even by his. Anemias,' that Nahas hiiueelf is • • ' . . •: j
honest and sincere?. So long as he and. his 'party 'anji.,,y th .
c?nfidcnccj' of the country it is against the interests as much' • . - ' - |
of the King as of His Majesty's Government that they should •....'•' • |
be turned^out of office

* !
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742 Cypher

Dated 14th Apr* 1945

in Rf-^try 15th Apri 1943

j: Egypt and Sudan

Last Paper.

References.

(Pri»t.)

(How disposed of.)

(Action
completed.)

(Index.)

Nezt Paper.

.-»«*«, «•* *

1 RR : !i O U ""! \

Political situation inKgypt. *

Refers to Foreign Office telegrams Ho- 620 and
624 (J 1607/2/16 and J 1635/2/16) snd reports that
Kasaanein called to see him and begged, to kno.w that
h e v/as going t o s a y t o King Parouk. . . .
After consideliable discussion Hassanein left ' ,
stating that he remained decided to resign,
if the British Ambassador spoke to His .I-'ajesty •
in thio line-

f\. •/V

(Minute*.) ,

22175 F.O.P.
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be
retained oy the authorised recipient and rx>t passed onj.

[CYHffiR].

No. 624.
13th April, 1943,

TO CABINET DISTRIBUTION. '

TO: EGYJT,.

PROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO CAIRO. (MISSION)'

:D, .12.30• p.m. 13th April, 1943,

£.

Your telegram Mo. 730 [of April 12th: political
situation] crossed my telegram No. 620 suggesting that you-.

> should ask for an audience of King Farouk. You may
! certainly add warning proposed in paragraph .7 of your
: telegram should it appear necessary.

O.T.P.



\v '} [This Document la the Property of His Britannic Majesty's Government, and should be

kept under Lock and Key.]

[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be.retained
by the authorised recipient and not passed on}

J 1607/2/16 • • :.,

[CYPHER] WAR CABINET DISTRIBUTION .

TO EGYPT ... . , ' . • . " •

FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO CAIRO - .

No. 620, D. 5o35 pcia. April 12th, 1943.
April 12th, 1943, ; : . . •

. bbbb . • • , . • • • . . ' . .

Your telegrams Nos. 680, 715, 717; 719A and 720A. . ' XV

I agree that there exist all the elements of a clash
which might not inconceivably result in the elimination of
the present Government, a contingency which,, in view of the
popular support it still enjoys, we should wish to avoid.
I fully approve the language you have held towards all
concerned, defining our own limited but essential interests
(paragraph 10 of your telegram No. 715); but I am not •
altogether happy about'the background role you have
assigned yourself. King Farouk has, it would appear, at
least sounded Your Excellency on,the subject of this dispute
through Hassanein and His Majesty's remark at the opera may
have been intended as an invitation to an informal
discussion.

2. I am sure you will agree that nothing should be
left undone that might prevent misunderstandings or false
assumptions taking root in the King s mindc I suggest there-
fore that it would be a sound move for Your Excellency to . •
seek immediately an opportunity for an informal discussion of
the whole matter with the King., You could agree that the
charges against the Wafd are serious and must be answered;
but point out that they have been framed by a spiteful ' • • . ;
individual possibly himself not above reproach, for reasons .
9ther than.the public good* It has generally boon admitted
in the past, even by his enemies,, that Nahas himself is J,
honest and sincere,, So long as he and his party enjoy t&J /
confidence of the country it is against the interests as muv:-- •
of the King as of His Majesty's Government that they shouldi '
be turned out of office,. f

39 The conversation might then possibly turn to a . <
general discussion of possible alternatives to. the present • .\
'Prime.. Minister or Government. The King's ideas on this \
subject, if you could obtain them, would be of much interest. /.

O.T.P.



[This telegram is of particular secrecy and shopltU^.retainscL
by the authorised .recipient and not -passed on]*! •-*•—~»;..*̂

" . I
[CYPHER], ' \7.AE CAoliiaaT DISTRIBUTION' ! \ ' -1 p T •' ^_ _ _ , , u j \jfjf-ifr- i

iTin^r -i*-'\rviin ' 4 • * • <
j^i^^^C-bjJLk 5 • • '-I

FRpII G.VIRO ^..IQP^^lJQjglgij . • . ' . |

i£-»_H§ r. &• 5* 15 p.m. 14th Aprilj 1945, ' • • " '

11111
'' "O '̂T ~n/";'~~'nT vrrn

Your tologruas i-jos«. 620 and62i-.'^J m*

On uy asking for an audience • y/ith King Furoulc llassanein .
insisted on calling on me last night and begged me to let him
kiiou v/hat I \va.3 going to say to His llajesty^ l felt bound to .
acouaint hin r/ith the gist of your instructions, llasoanein
said that if rie took up this attitude'he v;ould have to resifii. - '
He va& already beinp; accused by the opposition leaders of, letting S
the Kin^ clov/n in favour of the British^ ..'Jthough many of. tie ' •
II,

jl

jasea cited in i!Black Book- • v/ore slanders there~,;ere four or five
cases of ab-DOlutoIy nroved corruption uith doouneritary evidenc
vhich left no doubt 'that Ilaiiao Pacha was a thief and Vii-;.t his

return tliat G-overiiaent to po;/jr0 If the King r.cv; f/:dl:,d to take
such action he v/ould lose all his prestige ifi the ccu.-itry. I f ,
His la'yjosty on tlie other liana acted as lie' (llacse^i-in) ;.aet ao"ise
hiii to actj nauely,, 'send the Government before- tire trieuaal. of
election,, Hiy Iia^esty would then bo accuaed of buinfyar^ti-eritish.
.;'. nituation \/as developing in r.;hich ive \;ould find tlie c , uuitiy and
the Kin^ alia'ned'a'yainst the British and'llahas Pa,sliae I'./.-v.eo
Pacha ivas a finished -i^in and whatever i/e did we cculd iarb-keep •;
hii;i for lon^ in pov;er» Ilalias Pacha hinicelf realised 't//iG aa;'rv;a:3 '
HOT/ oraaniKing childish dovicaistrcitiono at the Prej..;i;u;.;ic;r of trie
Council and before the palace in order to intiaidat,.; la'ae; L';.reidc.
.i'iie^e o.ejiiontiL>rai>'.L;.;.tis J.i C'J.;.J.GJ-.U.LLOC.L UL,J,_LU. iiievxu-iuj.^-1 .L^''.'... u,j ceu.:..^>_."r

: -C\''' T'V "•"" l;"' '*"-i-><~\ •]• ~t ."-.-no /T>1 r-ir-iT^. - o n i"! f i rl'\ <^:-'','^i S^-*?^vlw j-*-...ij..Li_> ua. t *ty-u^li f j ^ V4.-^»->lj.'.j*J ^,v:.iLt Li-^-i^V''^ o_oj. ^

2a 1 explained to Ilacsaiisln that it \vaa not at thio iaouent
BO much a miestion cf_supporting lianas Pacha as cf aiv'i.a;; lii:.i. a
[grp4 nndec: ? decent]__ opportunity/ to refute the accimatioaiyvhich

receipt of Has sane in's letter counvranicating to kia u;ei;..ck I:cek!i-
the Priae Ijiniater had referred the scatter to p.\rlii.v:.:c,nt cuid
r/roaiGed free discussion, 'fhi^ \;.\r;3 .L believed, nor::V"J, . •
coiistituticnal procedure,, It \/ould not bo fv.ir pl,y to dicaica •
a ram on charters \aiicli he had not/be-en given^e:. .epr:ortu::ltyy;o
ancY/or. I repeated, tliat cur policy v/an "ca;>t_ ae^eaet i.L'.ve .in
T;ov,;er a Governaient '.;]iich \:as deteruinod^loyTLlly to_iUipj.ei.ient_
.nr'j.o-^^r'yiyijian ti*ea'sy anci iii.ici iiiajcri'uy in "ua-^ C0uat;.'y eo e£i'.e.le
it ""to do so* Theoe conditions had been fully and ^loyally '. • . y

f (ilfiileci/



(2)

fulfilled by the Uafd. and lay information Y/as that even though
the Vi"a,fd'nay-have been Y/eakened it still had a uajority in
the country* .r\s I'saa it (I did not know the priiae llinistcr1 s
yieY?) there \vould be no objection to appeal to the country on
this inauo if it uere possible to ensure free election but
King Parouk v;ould not-allo;/ Ilahas pasha to conduct tho election'

an n o r v a (:rove
the elections,

ernuoiit vou.lds as \'o l-cnew fro a past oxperioncej
Ilassanoin' s proposal therefore' o.uounteil to

imaediate condemnation of. ITahas" Pasha Y/ithout his having an
opportunity of [grp* undec» ] explanation before parliament '
or tho electorate . • •• " a . / : :

S« EaGsranoiii rather half-lioartoctly maintained that it Y/ould
"bo possible' to f;;ot a neutral Government uhich would conduct
the election •with relative fairness "but. I refused to ap;rea» He
maintained, strong dy that a discussion in Farliaaont v;oiild bo a •
force, ulie G-oveinacnt nalority terrorlised the opposition
uinorityg falsified records of pcTliaaentary diGciiniiions aid •
reports n;r«ren out to the press, it v/as a foregone conclusion
tliat ^arii^aent T/oula accept any explanations Ilaliaa Pasha
night give* , • • • • . • • . . . ' • • ^

4, I pointed out 'that after all lianas pasha's o:;n .anawers
Y'oulci ho published and as the piiblic \.;ould Ima.v t e
in the Black Look raid answers of Hollas i?asha in parliament ' they
should "bo able to form an ouinion on the case. • . • . .

• 50 Ilassanein continued to maintain.his position in an - v
'interizLtuible discussion and ivrgued that all the mud Y.tdch yould
be slung at Ilahas j?(/.3ha Y;oulcl go-over his head to us, .It would
in tho popular uind be an entire reversal of tho traditional rOle
•whose- special virtue in the Egyptian eye had "been the -stand they
always ihade against corruption*

6» 1 an-ain tried to • iuir^j-SG on llaissanein tl:.t it
n of condoning corruption "but 'of giving the -.'.ccu^ed a,
to , answer file charg'OG ;;iaae ar'ainct liiva, «;ivcn a cov.noiri.cua.no,

Pick-pocko't v.'-as allov/ed to defend irir:iseli'» .;V-3 regaicis1

£ass:uaein's ov.n position I said ho Y;ould be doing his Caster, a
bad service by resigning at 'this noiaent* ' It vouIO. [a-nerally
be said that he had resigned because the British \a-re oor-osiag
the King's policy regarding Hahas pasha. This coulu only Do -
•embarrassing to us i.i\(l eventually dangerous to King I^arouk \:I'LO,
left vvithouf restraining council, might'do irreparable ham to.-.

-7, I told ll;:io sane in that 1 ucari to cce tho King on Anril 14th
at tiiuedlis ilajesty nioht fis and \7ould convey to.hlLi.Ey •
inatractions as explained to Ilasoanein* > ' ;

6^ Eassanein.left saying that ho^regained decided to rcoign^ •
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J: Jigypt and Sudan.

Last Paper.
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, I -b / t i j.

i'olltical i: VI taxation in__Kgypt..
Refers to Foreign Office tele Drains Ho. 6&G and

<324'(J 1607, J 1655/2/16} and reports on his audience
v:i'th Kincj; I-'&rouk, during which the King made clear .
that he felt it his duty to follow up trie allegations
against his Prime Minister, and completely understood
His L.a-jesty's Government's attitude. Considers that
the danger of s&eking 1-iahrs P-sha, has been removed .-
pending Parliamentary proceedings.

("J- J uG" /

. (Minutet.) .... .
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MinuU~s.

The Egyptian Situation - Sir 'i. Lamps on'a.

Telegram No. 745. '

I have discussed this with Mr. Scrivener
and we are in agreement with the Secretary
or -State's opinion that the Larnpson-^arouk
interview has not , gone off any too well.

'
Ambassador has. necessarily been on

the defensive. No one could afford to go
banco on the absence of corruption in a Wafd
Government and, while we have not as yet rec-
eived even a summary of Maicram Ebeid's • •
Black Book, there can be little doubt that
it will- contain some highly circumstantial
evidence of gross irregularities and self-
seeking (I commented some months ago on
Nahas' appointment of a dissolute nephew of
his own to &. post of special judge entrusted
with the enforcement of the anti-black market
laws under which this young rascal is- at liberty
to order the lash to be applied to practically
any dealer who does not pay him blackmail).
Similarly again it is very difficult for
anyone, to dispute the contention that the
Egyptian Deputies, who are primarily actuated
by reluctance to abandon their salaries in
oraer to face a dissolution, and among whom
.the Wafd constituted an overwhelming majority,
are not an ideal assembly before which
accusations of this nature may be exposed for
judgment.

Nevertheless even a discussion in the.
Egyptian Parliament is bound to ventilate
to some extent the real accusations against
Nahas and it is difficult to suggest any
.alternative course of action or court of appeal
But if we are to 'deplore, as we must deplore,
the extent to which King Farouk has been, able
to take the offensive, I must again venture
to dissent from the Secretary of State's
second comment which applauds Sir Miles
Lamp son for refraining from drawing King
Farouk as to His Majesty's intentions. I do .not
know how we can hope to put the King on. the •
defensive unless he can be made to reveal •
his own plans - plans which it is reasonable. ' •
to suppose will be even less satisfactory than
a continuance of the present
upon \Vafdist Administration.
not, for instance, have been

some'what b'lown̂ .
It should
difficult to

pick holes in any scheme for the return to
power even of so friendly an
Hussein sirry at the present

ex-official as.
time, still

easier would it be to explode any suggestion
of a mediocre Palace functionary like ;

himself. •

now
to

Y/e feel therefore that there i
be done but to wait for the



Mittuf-cs.

proceedings. Meanwhile Mr. Ridsdale has just
rung me up to say that there is a rumour in the
House of Commons t-e—e-ay that King Parouk
lias abdicated.'

15th April 1943,

w (SilvsĴ
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[This telegram is-, of particular secrecy and snoud "be
-^retained "by the authorised recipient and not passed on

[CYPHER]

CABINET DISTRIBUTION

From: EGYPT

FROM CAIRO TO FOREIGN OFFICE

Sir 1L Lampson
Wo.. ,745
14th April,'1943.

II5JIDIATS

// "\
D. 11.46 p.m. ''14th April, .1943/-' * f
R. .-5,15 a.m. 15th April, 1945. ,-

sssss

Your telegrams'Nos. 620 and 624,

I saw'King Parouk this afternoon^ Audience-lasted
over an hour and was markedly cordial and informal through- :
out. • • ' ' ' : .

2, I took the 'line that His Majesty is probably as
embarrassed as we by these developments. I defined our
policy (as already recorded in earlier telegrams.) -which ho
aca'aittecUwas 139th natural arid proper: indeed with war on
our shoulders it could bo no other. I then gave him,•.

.granh 2.

_.. your telegram . . . „
Is in good part saying he differed from none,of it.
handing *[6 grps. omitted] eye to eye - Prime Minister

must be given the opportunity to clear himself and his
Government of these allegations though His Majesty had
'little hope that they could do so: but possibly we might
differ as regards the, present parliament being.a suitable
or sufficiently convincing -forum, lie was sure in his own ..
mind it was not. His Majesty then handed me quite
informally, typed paper from which the following is an
extract ._.—-;--•-

"Your Excellency is aware' -of serious allegations
Y/hich have "been brought against the Prime Minister and his
colleagues,,

As constitutional Monarch of this country . .
obligation rests upon me both to safeguard -and maintain the
dignity and integrity of its political life and institutions,.

Therefore 1 consider essential necessary steps
be taken to enable the Premier and' his Ministers to clear
themselves of these allegations. In my opinion this
cannot be achieved by a vote of confidence in the present
Parliament". .

3* As regards discussion by Parliament I admitted. • •
there might be some force in his attitude though much must

/depend



depend on coming debates, how they developed and their
puolic reception. But surely fault lay in the system of
Parliamentary Government in Egypt under which every
Government was more or less expected to rig electipn • / • •
machinery, anyv/ay. Parliament was there and could not
be ignored. If Nahas Pasha could go to the country for
a vote of confidence'it would clearly be-best solution,
but could he? (I was careful to explain that I'had no
kiwwlodgo of [firp. undoc. ?Nahaa Pasha.].'s attitude on. .
•this).' His Majesty replied that he believed not under
the constitution; anyway, even-if he could have, it.
would have been a case or the accused,sitting in judgment.
¥e had long discussion over difficulty of getting true
feelings [?grp, omitted ?of the] country. He did not
deny there was great force in your comment'about Hakram

. . Ebeid of whom he had poorest opinion.

• . . 4. There was no reference to an alternative.
Government and I deemed it far wiser not jtp_aot _pn paragraph'3

• j* (' |.of your telegram No •« 620 as it v/oulcOJertainly "have -WenA~
(Vj/. I regarded as an encouragement to__>roJ2lacc Nahas Pasha which
,{/X̂  / is surely premature. '. ~~ :— ~ .—>
/ /y /. ' '
fil i 5. As regards "Boycott" His Majesty said he was

!• endeavouring to keep oulT'of- the way in order not to .
'compromise himself v/lth public. 'He would indeed have
liked to. go off on five days.' desert trip but that was
impossible,',.' . . . . . . . . • ' ••.'. "'.

•undec
'been

7« As regards- Hassanein (my telegram No« 742}' 1 .
told His Majesty I thought that-Hassanein was a bit over-
wrought, last night and I hoped His. Majesty would not'let
him go» King Farouk observed that Hassanein had a great
responsibility and was much worried.

[Communications Department obtaining correction for omitted
groups in paragraph. 1]

OOP
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be retained
. by the authorised recipient and not passed on],

[GYr'/aTil] YaUl CfBIrTRf1 DISl'RIBUTIC

pjIQM CAIRO TO ffORiG QgilCE

Sir Iu .uaapoon, ' D» 11,46 P..K. 14tu .April > 1943,
il5b.,.B;S* * ' IU 3.113 a.m. I5th.£pril, 1943.'
Y4^in.prilj 1943. . . . ' .

' • 999399999

'Your telegrams I!ose 620 and 624* •
, >o • . '1 ' - I sav/ i..ing F,';rouk this aftornoon. hiidienc^ lasted ovor

an hour and vas markedly cordial and informal throughout. .

?» .1 took the line thst His Hajcsty is probably as •• '
onbarrassud as we by these developments, .1 defined:, our-policy • |
(as already recorded in earlier ttslof.raiiis) v/hicii ho .-..dkiitted v;-'.-3 "• [
both natural and proper: indeed ivith v/ar on-our shoiildorh it ' [.
could bo no ptii-oiv I thon gave him, [grpffl ua;;i.-c* •? prrctic.'dly] . i
Yorbati:'9 contents of paragraph 2 of your telo^raLi LIo, 620 plus- |
the cntlro phraseology authorised in your iolo-^ra;:;. iTo, 624. ads • • • ' }
l':ajesty tool: all this in good part caying ho differed frort none . 1
of it* /iftor handing #over the draft, ho GU»,u-:.ud it up thut • •
wo re-ally sav^ eyo to eye - Prino Uiniator i:aiGt be- 'i;.;iv^vi the . ' I
Cjpportunity to clear himself and his Croverariont'' of t/u.;GG - ; I
allocations though His I.Ialccty li;Ad little hope that tn^y could |
do so; but possibly v;e might differ as regards tlu proaout • |
Parlianunt being a Euitable or cul'ficieiitly .c;onviaoing fcra.da . J
ilu \/as euro in his ov/n nind it \vas not, Kis iJajocty then ' g |
handed lie qtiito infernally ? ' t^p^d paper fron \/liioh tu-.; folio wing ''
") f! .^V"l ^-v:-^-",-!:- . t~- -'• • ' 1JLi3 t/.il v>_» tiJ. v>>J U ' j

"Your l^iccllency is av/are'of serious allegations v/hich have • |
been brought against the Prise llinister and his colic,•.'•guer,«; / /

«c conotitutional Monarch of this country-oblig'-tion rests- • ' • -
upou Lie both to safeguard and j.iaintain the dignity and _ ' |
it,ftegrity of it's political life and iiistitutio.usa ' |

, T . • i - «.̂  /vi"'1 ' -• vi'" T •'"* -"ii","' o "1 / I '•;~.~,f* •"* o *v ;v.~-. *:* "*; >a I *-''» >"'" I*11 •" • r-1'' *"' •""' ""r*"-r ^ * ' - " "-"'> %'"' ^ ''- "»" • ' " • ' """"•"•> *;" r\ • ij, i,.'S,'JL. W J.!_' ^- '-,< «v. W OtJ^Cj .t, i.J.'̂  Jk w O*- Wii y «i. ,',0. ii'--' w w i.- ̂  , ',J- ̂  x.j wo j^-^ ,J \w= »»*..,^j..^i.t u^/ i

ciir'ale the Preaier and his Ministers to clear th.-r:seiYoi:, of these |
ulleg'0'oioij.G» In ny c'pinioii thi,'..>-cannot be achieveif by a yoto . .' ;
ci O'Jui.LUOiico in tiie pi'eseir& j/arliaiieniis:< • \



L» There was no reference to an alternative Gk
and'I dee, led iri fai- wiser, not to act on paragraph 3 of. your
tolo-grau'ilo, 620 as it would certainly have been regarded o.s
an encourageiient 'to replace Nalias Pasha which is surely prei^atu]

1^« • ks regards "Boycott51 Eis liajesty said he w a s ' • • - . .
endeavouring to keep out of the way in order not to cc..:.:pronise
hirself with ptLblic* lie would indeed.have likod to go off on
five- i.iya* desert trip but that was inpocsible.. -

i'.,j^. J_ -i, ̂  V-i. 4

/•'Correction received fro™. Cable Gcriany^

O.?.!5.

3» As regards discussion by Parli~a.io.nt 1' adnittcd--thei'cj '
rii^nt be sons force in his attitude though inch nust depend .
on coding debates, how they developed and their public I
reception. But surely fault lay in the oyster* of Parliamentary 1
Gcvurnrieiie in Jilgypt uador which ov^ry Government•was 2,102:0 or
loss e,:peetwd to rig election machinery, anyway. Parliament
was tli-.To and could not be ignored. If ilahas pasha could go
to the country for a vote of confidence it would clearly be best
solution; but could no.T* (1 was careful to explain that 1 had
no knowledge qf fgrpa undec*. ? Ilahas -Pasha] *s attitude on . . • .
thir.̂ , • . His gojesty replied that he .believed not under the .
•constitution.: anyway, even if he could have^ it would
nave been a case of the accused sitting in judgment, V/e • . •
had long discussion over difficulty of getting true feelings • .
[? grp* oiitd. ? of the] country. He did not deny there was
gi'wat force in your cogent about 'i.lakran Ebeid of v/hon.ho had •_
'ooorost opinion* ' • .

6» IJain achievement of our talk was that [grp8 undeo'.j

iany (iuiger of sudden GC.Q. ing of Hahap I;asha has been•rei-.o.vod

7* *'is regards EasEanein (ray telegram Uo* 742} I told . . ' ['
His ;"'i;je;:;ty 1 thought that Has^anein was a bit ov-o3;—wi'6uglit last . j
night .aid I hoped His I'̂ v/jeGty would not let hin go. JClag :]•'; rouk . .- •
oijiĵ :r'v"ed tii.iu iiiissanoin had a grest responsibility and was iiuun . • •



i •.-' .. ivy 6

%/N/n- j\ 1 703/2/1 6

FROM Private

a.-'-yiitinn Black Book.

.
jyiiri - • . . ; . • to fj ir- A.

. 0 0, (.; O .;•""" T1. ;.'l «

Triiae Liinister desires a siirai.icry 01.' the
"Black Book" in order to see details of cliarjes
a';jc,iru-t Balsas arid , is. fcinily. Asks v,'hethcir> it
could be contained in 1 ,000 v/ord tele^ra;.;.

Dated 15.th April,

A'e«/wrf • -\t7th April,
in hegtslry j ^ 0^3 .

J : ji;'-,ypt anu Sudan.

Last Paper.
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