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Irorn EGYPT. •• .

Telegram (en clair) from Sir Ii Lauroson (Cairo).
• * 23rd December, 194-0.

D. ' (By Bag) 26th December, 1940.

R. 6.40 p.m., 10th January, 1941.

. 159 Saving. . ' . . . - • ' . . • \

SECRET.

Hohained Mahmoud Pasha has been gravely ill for some time.
For the first time for nearly a year 1 saw Mm this evening
at his invitation. - ^

2, lie looks like a dying nan.
remain completely .clear.

But his raind and speech

5» It Y/as at once evident that he had something he
specially wanted to say. After briefly referring to internal
politics and his attempt to get the Saadists to support Hussei
"Sirry (en attempt which after apparent success now seemed to
have failed) he" said he trusted we realised that there v/as n<

em
no

real hope for Egypt or for our relations with Sgypt so long as
the present King remained.. His Majesty v/as rotxen to the core.
and we should "be making a great mistake if we ever thought
otherwise. Hussein Sirry v/as doing his best to undo the
mischief dons by Aly llanor, but King Farouk was incorrigible.
True, he had. loarnt now that the Italians were beaten, but he
still believed that Germany would defeat us. But apart from
all tliatp King Farouk would always remain a dangST to us a_nd
to his country. \7e had missed a great opportunity in no'c

hoaed a sigh of universal relief - and would do so tomorrow

x'or S
whole

jypt if, after the latter *s eventual disappearance, the
dynasty went for they were a thoroughly rotten lot.

I said that knowin him as well as I did and in

! a

:0mplete secrecy I might say that last summer King Farouk had
nlv been saved by the appointment of Hassan Sabry. The
.c.fc'cer had succeeded in getting matters on to a better basis;
and now we had Hussein Slrry whose hope I knew it was to
continue the same work; but I did not disguise my own mis-
givingSj formed as the result of some years obseryation? that
King I;'arouk*s occupancy of the Throne was not a factor in tl.j
•oronotion of good relations with us. At the same time we had
to be realists, and did not want to add to our other present

preoccupations ...



.preoccupations "by crisis in Egypt,
new Government and

)inn. .but I
must confess I v/as not myself over cpnfident or succesŝ  a
view which, I had expressed to yous Sir,-when you recently
tH sH f.Af? filmrnt.i»t3i

5. I have reported this talk at some length, not
Because any need for immediate action arises but "because 1
jr.i.d the impression tiiat lloho-ned ijahmoud tras particularly
anxious that his viev/s should "be submitted whilst he could

is one of the
.dgment coupled

appreciation oi' the true interests both of
his country and of"ours. 1 have for long felt myself that
there will be no true stability in our relations with Egypt
v/ith King Farouk on the Throne. I do not however suggest
lany deviation from our present line of policy; but next
i tims we are provoked I believe we should act at once and act
'''Vigorously. : .
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' I.Iohamed -I-.'ahaoud Pasha has been gravely ill for some tine.
For the first time for nearly a. year I saw him this evening
at. his invitation.

2. Ke looks lilce a dying man. But his mind and speech
remain completely clear.

5. It was at once evident that he had something he specially
v/unted to say. After briefly referring to internal politics and
his attenDt to f-;et the Saadists to support Hussein Sirry (an
attempt v/nich after apparent success nov/ seened to have failed)
he said he trusted i/e realised that there v/as no real hope for
.b̂ ;ypt or for our relations v/ith Egypt so lonp; as the .present King
renained. Kis ualesty was1 rotten 1:0 the core and v/e should be
nuking a r-reat mistake if v/e. ever thought otherv/ise. Hussein
Sirry v/as doin:' his best to undo the mischiei' done by Aly ilaher,

. but King Faroulx v/as incorrigible. True, he had learnt no?/ that
the Italians v/ere beaten, but he still believed that Germany v/ould
defeat us. But apart from all that, ,Kin£ Farouk v/ould alv/ays

by any thourlri there would have been
hostile reaction to his elimination we h;..d been v/rong - the country
v/ould have heaved a si HI of universal relief - and would do so
tcnioiTov/. He hoped that t/ith the war to help uss v/e should not
hesitate a second time. \7ith Ilohamed Aly available we should not
worry over the succession. Indeed, it would be no. bad tiling i'or
^cypt if * after the latter's eventual disappearance, the whole
dynasty went for they were a thoroughly rotten lot.

4. . I said that knowing him as well as I did and in complete
secrecy I might say that last sunnier Kinn; Parouk had only been saved
by the appointment of Hassan Sabry. The latter had succeeded ' in
£ettinr:; natters on to a better basis; and now we had Hussein Sirry
whose liope I knew it was to continue the same work: but I did not
dicf-uise my own misgivings , formed as the result of sone years
observation, that Xin£ Faroulv's occu'oancy of the Throne was not a
factor in the promotion of £ood relations with usa At the same
t. -.0 wa had to.be realists ? and did not want to 'add to our other
•jposent preoccupations by a major crisis in 3f<;ypt. Our present
policy was to support the new Gpvernnent and to do all that we
reasonably could' "co help 'the Prime_ Minister in his attempt to re
the character of the Sovereign. J3ut I must confess I was not
myself over confident of success ? a view which I had expressed to
you, isir, when you recently visited Ê ypt.

reform



5. I have reported this talk at some length, not 'because/\$
any need for immediate action arises but because I had the
inprescion that llohaned :"ahraoud v;as particularly anxious that
his viev/s should be submitted \vhilst he could still express
them clearly; and because he is. one of the few E;-;yotiuns v/ho,
in my opinion, has real judrnent coupled v/ith a realistic

y
the Throne. I do not however suggest any deviation from our
present line of policy; but next time ue are provoked I
-believe we should act at once and act vigorously.


