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SECTION 2.

Copy No.

Mi'. AV/c'/,1. to Sir .I/. Larii-DXO'n. (Cairo}.
(No. :2GG.)
Sir, l^oreajn (rj'Jicc, Sij/;'lritibt'r 19, i.04i.

'.DCTi'IXG- the course of a conversation, with .the iv^yptian Ambassador this
<AieruGou we spoke of Cairo as aa ooeu city. I told the 1 Ambassador that this
agiiaiion was i'utliu. Kveryoae must know by now that the Germans ivspectc^
lie o..':ii aiuloi'iaking. They woukl bomb Oriiro ix it suited them auii, if it, did
:.o:, they \/ould leave it alone. Deda^uh/as would not afi'eet ihci,- policy oae
\vay or ..aothov. iloi'eover. I must rc'.vaad the A:abassador that the iving ui rase if

\>.-;i>, ih , 1 lieiiu-.utavie'i 's of the i'lgypuaa ai'iuy. 'i'lie A.aibass;uloi' \\-as indiiu.\i to
itVTae. t ao ease fos' a declaralion ia resi)eei, of au opoa cny, a:id e\ 'eiauai;y
\\}<\\i,;'aI/;ea t i i ; t i . , as ix'^'avud r e t i i i i a t i o a , 'it n i iu i ' i t . be woil tor as to say to ime
lv.;v:)iia.i C^ovcaM-. ' ioni:- ;.h;u, if C:hro wei'e to be so.:io\;s!y boiabed, we were
:),'cpai\\i to fuii i i our underiakiu^' to bomb ixorae on eoiiuition that the !v^y]>t,:au
i ;o- ,er . . i iA i ' . ' ; l reuuesleu uti to do sc^ and assamed res|;uns!bilii ,y i'or aiiv iainher
h; j . . ' . b iuL: ' of Caii'o liiat iuiglu result, i said that 1 iliought you had already
,;••: ' . ':,.iaeu our jiosiiiou ia respect of retahalioa to the L'ruae ^liuister. ills
...vcciieaoy ;,ersisu;d, however, that you might, think it worth while to consider
iuis course, which he fell sure would be appreciated by t.he Kgyptian Goveraraeai.

I am, Ac.
ANTHOXY KDKX.



Sir M.

I Cairo,

September 10th., Ij-̂ l.

<•-' -i V"*

°—•• •)

During the course of a conversation:with

the Egyptian Ambassador this afternoon v/e

spoke of Cairo as an open city. I told the

Ambassador that this agitation v/as futile.

Everyone must know "by now that the Germans

respected no such undertaking. They v.ouid bo;̂ :

Cairo if it suited them and, if it aid not,

they Y/ould leave it alone. Declarations v:o~alcL

not affect their policy one v.ay or another*

iiioreover ± must remind tne Aiuo^ssaaor tnat the

Cairo was the headquarters of the Egyptiun

aî iy* The Anbassaaor v/as inclined to argt.o

uiie case lor a decltirai/ion in respeoc 01 a.i

.^,,. l i-,_r>, ,._, 7,g-.,.-i.-./.,7,-r-j nn i4" 'Ti'i ' /r" b;-' ve"5" ; •?'•••• ••••.•

to say to tne Egyptian o-overntient tnat> 11

Caii'O \vere to oe seriously uOiuoeo.,, v/e v/oi'e
••* "i
IU1
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September 10, 1041.

CONFIDENTIAL.

c.opy JMO.

Mr. Edcii to Sir M. i
( A c . 1 0 .
bit', Fort'irj-n. 0]J\ci\ tiepti'inler 10, 194-1.

GUKING the course of a conversation with the Egyptian Ambassador this
afternoon we spoke of Cairo as an open city. I told the Ambassador that this
agitation was futile. ' Everyone must know by now that the Germans respected
no such undertaking. They would bomb Cairo if it suited them and, if it aid
not, they would leave it alone. I..;eolarations would not affect their policy oik-
way or another. Moreover, 1 must remind the Ambassador that the King himseh
had asked urgently that our troops should he reinforced in 1030, and thai: Cairo
was the headquarters of the Egyptian army. • The Ambassador was inclined to
argue the ease for a declaration in respect of an open city, and eventually
maintained that, as regards retal iat ion, it might, be well for us to say to the
";T •.-/ ;h\n Government that, if Cairo were to be seriously bombed, we were
-oiv.m.vd to fulfil our undertaking to bomb Home on condition that the Egyptian
Government requested us to do so and assumed responsibility for any further
combing of Cairo that might result. I said that I thought you had already
c.\-;>ia;ned our position in respect of retaliation to the Prime liinister. His
hxvcilciicv persisted, however, that you might think it worth while to consider
tnis course, which lie felt sure would be appreciated by the Egyptian Government.

' I am, &c.
ANTHONY EDKN.



? ,, j Refers to Foreign- Office telegram Ko. 3260
..,._..;'* „ ,... ! ^r 291V-AG;' Prine Minister expects to have
lii££Jj_̂ £ĵ l2.- ; to ansv/ei' interpretation on this point'but v,-ill

j ao so in seeret_ session. - He evidently v/ishea
j to ^ive iupression that ouestion \;&s closed.
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