] 2] oms PUBLIC RECORD DFFICE R 1] 2

roti__Zos BU[ D697 Kot @y

Please note that this copy is supplied subject to the Public Record Office's terms and conditions and that your
use of it may be subject to copyright restrictions. Further information is given in the enclosed Terms and
Conditions of supply of Public Records' leaflat

Please refer teo our letber Wo. 1012/6/52 of +he
18¢h January about the Tidhwan a1 Musiimin,

T | BRITISH MMBASSY, |
. 2012/9/52, ) x
T ASSTFIED, i
. 2hth Jenwary, 1952,
S E (0l W3
s i B b TR S . -
Dear Deparnsing, : . ,_./% [01{‘-' ’73
|

On the 18th January "Akher Lahzma? an ovoosiiion :
bi-weekly published an interview with Hassan ol Bagouri & prombnent
merher of the Ikhwan who was, Lefore Hnodeibi’s selecotion, often !
mentioned 2z a candidate for Supreme Guide. Some 0 hia comments

were obscurely phrased but they can be stmmarised as £o1 lows, |

He was sshed to reconcile the Ikhwan's offieial vollicy
of abgtention from "Idberation Sguads" with the fact that many nemlx,r
had joined thems e replied that in such eases some were suayed by
Auty, others by sentiment. The Tkhwan had atbached conditions 1*5;
- their participation in +$he Squads for reasons of national dviv. Memhers
who nevertheloss Joined squads and died as martyrs had dome so for
reasons of deep sentiment, Islam could approve both. ;

No suggeation had been pub Lo the Iklwen for their :
participation in & Government. He bellevad that they approved the
idea of a coalition Qovermnient provided that it wes not at the |
expenge of national infterests. The Supreme Guide had already dealam&
that the vegime sought by the Ikhwaﬂ was one scoording with Godtls
Commandments and the fesoldngs of relipion. "The present regime:does
not FULFil bhe demands of the oomn.’sryu" He later \'epeaﬁed thla sta‘tementn

The Iklwan's proposals for the purme of the regime Wem
swmed up in $helr consiitution in the beautiful phrese “Imgrwmynurself
ond Tthen oall others", Resubiful phrasges wonld have no effect if they
reswalned phrases, but if acceplted 53 2 practiesl creed by yowp Hen they
could woric mirsoles. They had aliready Aone so in producing the mr‘esent
young generation of the Ikhwan, .

The Ikhwan repretted the sitack on the Coolie chumh in
Sueg.- If the vietim waz guilty he should have been atiacked as an
Beyptian and not asz s nesber of ay sects |

Yours ever,

CHANGERT. Jrwd,.

Africsn Department,
Porsim 0ffice,
LONDR, 5.W. 1.
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BRITISH ELBASIY,

CONFIDENTIAL CAIRO. _
CSJdaﬁV /52 J TR gt 29th January, 1952,

gmi Erovs] 49 |

Dear Departuent, : ) ﬁi

“Je have seen your telegran No.228 of 26th January sbout
Megsre. Thomas Cook Lid,. We are sending a reply Lo fthe
auestions you ask, although (28 you may know oy now) kv,
Hislop, the lanager here, senit a cable on 26ih January to
Hp, “axwell, his CGenerszl —anager in -.ondon, and svbgeguently
had two lonz telephlione conversstlions with him.

The Calro Tourist offices of hessres, Thoussz Cook uers
set on ifire st about 3 p.m. on £6th Januapry snd were complefely
gdestroyed. Aunacres had a long concersation this morning
with #r. Hislop, who gave him the Lfollowing additional
inforuation. The only itews of wvslus left in the offices
appeayr to be the safes, of which there were eight and of

- which f£he four most important can actually be seen; the
premises cannot yel bhe entered since they are still swoulder-
ing, but are under the guard of twoe policemen and - an
additional protection suggestcd by the Parguet -~ two of
wegsra. Cook's starf.

The safes conitained, when the premiscs were clogsed on
Saturday, some £8,000 in casgh and it is hoped that this will
prove to be intact when they are openesd. The offices snd
theiy contents were incured to a value of £8.300. (48 say
this nerely to sive an accurste voluation; we do not of
course wieaAn to suggest thet insurance coapanics will pay
this, or indeed any clali).

The tourist offices are at the moment operating from
premises in doulac wuiech belons to the Engineering Depart cnt
of liessrs. Thomag Cook. These are mklocated in an area which
is surrounded by slwas and small englnsering works, and is
quite unsultable for & permansht place of businesse Hr.
Hislop is at present busily enzaged in trying to obtain some
guitable vremises in the centre of the town, s¢ that he can
rew-astablish his business as scon as pessible; he suggeated
' to Runzeres that pernass the Seuwivemiz Hotel might prove the
! hest temporary place but he has wmade no decision as yete

The staff are all Jortunately safe. though kr. Churenill,
the Acting hanager of the Caire branch, hed s fortunate
ESCaPDE, He only uanaged to get safely out of the next door
hotel in which he lives and which uas also fired, by
ingerting hisnseelf into 2 party of Jerman tourisis.

Yours evern,

CUMMERCIAL SEC UIFA 1TAT

b5 ¢

african Departaent,
Yopreign Offics,
LONDON, S.%. 1.

AR/ BT
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THIS DOCUMENY IS THE PROPERTY OF HIS BRITANNIC MAJESTY'S GOVERNMENT

Foreign Office Distribution
' GENERAL (PUBLIC STATEMENTS)

ARCHIVES | 29th Jamuary, 1982

Section 1

FERRORIST ACTIVITIES IN EGYPT
Estract from House of Commons Debates, 29th Januiry, 1952

The Secretary of State for Foreign
Affairs (Mr. Anthony Eden): With your
permissicn, Mr. Speaker, and that of the
House, 1 should like to give some account
of recent events in Egypt.

From the earliest days of the tension in
the Canal Zone His Majesty’s Forces in
that area have at all times done their utmost
to avoid conflict with the Egyptian authori-
ties. The increase of terrorist activities,
however, supported in many cases by detach-
mients of the auxiliaty Egyptian police, com-
pelied His Majesty’s Governiient to act if
the security of the Canal Zone of the British
base and of our forces themselves was to
be preserved. '

I wish to give the House some account
of the nature and activities of these auxiliary
police. This force was not introduced into
the Canal Zone until after the late Egyptian
Government had denouncéd the Anglo-
Egyptian Treaty of 1936 in October last.
It was supposed to be charged with the task
of assisting the regular police to preserve
law and order. In faét, its energies were
mainly directed to intimidating Egyptian
labour employed by His Majesty’s Forces,
and later to conniving at and taking part in
terrorist activities against our forces, many
of ‘which resulted in the deaths of British
soldiers.

Urgent reprcsentauons were made to the
Egyptian authorities on several occasions
both by His Majesty’s Ambassador in Cairo
and by the British military authorities in the
Canal Zone about the activities of these
auxiliary police. His Majesty’s Embassy
addressed four written notes about this to the
Egyptian Government; on 24th November,
on 5th December, on ISth December and on
19th Janunary Om at least four occasions
also. His Majesty’s’ Ambassador made oral
Tepresentations to Egyptlan Ministers,
and General Erskine several times brought
these activities to the dttention of the local
Egyptian authorities. We urged that these
companies, which had never previously been
armed with rifies but only with staves, should
be-disarmed or withdrawn.

159—10

ek Pk I e

. The late Egyptian Government paid no
heed to these representations. It is on
the contrary only too clear that so far from
wishing to prevent armed clashes with the
British Forces, they were actively concerned
to provoke them. This produced a critical
sitnation at Ismailia in view of the military
measures which had to be taken there to
round up the terrorists, The British Com-
mander, therefore, had no alternative but
to’ disarm ‘the auxiliary police. The latter
had explicit instructions from the -then
Egyptian Government to resist, and con-
sequently General Erskine had no option
bit to use force, Im this, and indeed
throughout, he had full authority and sup-
port from His Majesty’s Government.

In the course of the action which followed
one officer and three other ranks of His
Majesty’s Forces. lost their lives and 13
others were wounded. Unconfirmed ﬁgures
of Egyptian. casualties are 42 killed and
58 wounded. This tragic event, which we
all deplore, has brought sorrow to many
homes, both in Britain and Egypt. It has,
however, done nothing to diminish the
ability and determination of His Majesty’s
Government to maintain their rights under
the Treaty of 1936 until such time as a new
agreement €0 replace that Treaty can be
reached.”

- On Saturday last a seridos eutbreak of
rioting took place in Cairo. I deeply regret
to have to mform the House that in the
course of these riots at least eight British
lives were lost, including that of the Cana-~
dian Trade Commisstoner in Cairo. I am
sure the House will wish me to express its
profound sympathy with their relatives no
less than with those of the British soldiers
who lost their lives. At the same time, the
House wili wish me to express a sens¢ of
horror at the atrocities which the former
Egyptian Government were unable to pre-
vent and which were the direct consequence
of their policy of inciting the population to
acts of violence.

T regret also to have to repost that very
considerable darhage was ddne diring these
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riots to British and other foreign property

in Cairo. Order was restored only after

_ihe-Egyptian Army had been called upon

to intervene. His Majesty’s Ambassador
addressed a Note to the Egyptian Govern-
ment on 27th January, informing them on
behalf of His Majesty’s Government in
Canada and i the United Kingdom that
the Egyptian Government will be held fully
responsible for all ioss of life and property

and that the rights of His Majesty’s Govern-~ .

ments in that connexion are fully reserved.

‘Meanwhile T take note that the new
Egyptian Prime Minister has declared that
his Government's first task will be the
restoration of law and order and the pro-
fection of life and property, foreign as well
as Egyptian.

T wish now to make a few observations of
a more general character about the present
state of Anglo-Egyptian relations.

One of the worst features of recent events
in the Canal Zone is that upscrupulous men
have sought to turn what is ih some cases no
sentiment into
terrorist activities.

I have always believed that it should be
possible to find a solution of the differences
between this country and Egypt which satis-
fies the legitimate national aspirations of the
Egyptian people, and at the same time does
not jeopardise the security of the free world.
In a Note to the Egyptian Government on
6th November, 1951, we stated that His
Majesty’s Government were willing, as their
predecessors had been, to enter into nego-
tiations at any time for a. revision ef the
Treaty of 1936, under the procedure set
forth in Articles 8 and 16 of that Treaty. In
my speech to the House on 15th November

I repeated that offer, It still stands,

It is the aim of His Majesty’s Goverament
to reach agreement on arrangements for the
adequate defence of the Canal Zone which
would meet legitimate Egyptian aspirations.
We fully accept that this is by no means
exclusively an Anglo-Egyptian interest, but
one in which we have ard international
responsibility.

In these last weeks there have been many
violent episodes with their accompanying
loss of human life. The memory of them,
bitter though it must be in both countries,
should not prevent us from looking and
working towards a better future. It remains
our hope that passions will cool and that it
will then be possible to reach a settlement
in which each side will respect the smoenty
of the other’s point of view.

+

Mr. Herberr Morrison: 1 am obliged to
the right hon. Gentleman for his statement.
I know that it would be the wish of all my
hon. Friends on the Opposition benches that
we should associate ourselves with the ex-
pression of sympathy with the relatives of
those who have been killed or injured in
these incidents. I have only one guestion—
or at the. most two—to put to the right hon.
Gentleman.

We can take it, I presume, that the action
at Tsmailia with regard to the police was
specifically authorised by His Majesty’s
Government. I would ask the right hon.
Gentleman also whether the police con-
cerned- had warning from the British
authorities, so that they had an opportunity
voluntarily to take the action that was
desited before active hostilities began.

Mr. Eden: Yes, Sir, that action was
definitely -authorised by His Majesty’s
Government, and not only one warning but
repeated warnings were given to. the
Egyptian authorities, and on the spot. 1
would be quite - willing, if the House
desired—or more properly perhaps through
the Secretary of State for War—to give a
detailed account of what happened and how
it was handled. I have been into the full
account myself very carefully, and I am
satisfied that everything that could humanly
have been done was done to try to avoid
the clash that eventually occurred. :

Mr. Harold Davies: Are His Majesty’s
Government making every effort to reopen
discussions on the 1936 Treaty under
Articles 8 and 167 Secondly, are His
Majesty’s - Government aware that the
diplomacy of the Prime Minister in the
United States, by inviting Americans into
the Canal Zone, was the diplomacy of a
cave man? (HoN. MEMBERS: “Oh’}] 1s
the right hon. Gentlenan aware that his
policy exacerbated the Moslem world? -
Lastly, may I ask the Foreign Secretary if
he has reviewed the possibilities of moving
the base from there to the Israeli State and
of getting discussions with the Istaeli State
on that point?

Mr. Eden : In teply to the first part of the
hon. Gentleman’s question, I have very
carefully chosen the words of my statement,
after giving a good deal of thought about
how to- present it at this time, and. I think
1 would rather stand on those words, so far
as the position of His Majesty’s Government
is concerned. As regards the second part of
the question, I have yet to learn that sharing
a burden is other than-a Christian virtue.
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Myr. John Hynd: 1 am sure that most
hon. Members will sympathise with the
position in which General Erskine finds him-
self, and will agree to a great extent with
what has been said by the Foreign Secretary.
I am not so satisfied that all hon. Members
and people outside thl be completely recon-
ciled about the action that was taken against
police headquarters on the statement that
has been made.

Is it not the case that we are, I believe
rightly, holding our position in the Canal
Zone in accordance with our rights under
the Treaty until those rights have been
altered by agreement? If that is so, are we

authorised under any right that we may hold

in the Suez area to initiate action against any
official body, even though some members
of that body may have been suspected, or
proved, to have taken part in acts of ter-
rorism against British troops? I am sure
that no one could object to any action that
may have been taken by our forces against
anyone proven to have been taking action
against them, but can the right hon. Gentle-
man give us any information as to the basis
upon which we claim the right to mltlatc
an action of this kind?

M, Eden: 1 think that there is no dispute
in any part of the House that we base our-
selves on the Treaty of 1936, nor any dispute
as to the obligation which that Treaty lays
upon us. It has been clear for some time
that these auxiliary police were, instead of
being police, deliberately inciting and
encouraging, and.taking part in, terrorism
against our forces which are carrying out
their legitimate duties. I am willing to
answer any Questton on the paper about
this, but I can assure the hon. Gentleman

that a great deal of trouble was taken to try - |

to avoid this kind of situation. If our troops
ar¢ to have the protection which is their
right under the Treaty we cannot limit com-
manders to taking action against terrorist
organisations which are not carrying on a
proper war but perhaps something rather
worse, which is this type of war.

3

Sir Herbert Williams: Is th:s a debate
or a Question?

Mr. Speaker: 1 can allow only one more
supplementary . question on this matter. 1
must point out that we are to have a foreign
affairs debate next week. Some of the
sentiments that have been expressed -have
been more suitable for debate than for
Question Time.

Mr. Aneurin Bevan: Is the Foreign
Secretary aware that these collisions between
British forces and the civilian population of
Egypt jeopardise the value of the base as a
military base for us in any event? Were
the Government aware of, and did they
authorise, the character of the weapons used

in the attack on the police headquarters?

In view of the fact that we are to have a
foreign affairs debate, will there be a White
Paper giving details of the incident so that

we can discuss it more intelligently?

Myr. Eden: As regards individual action,
naturally the Government take full responsi-
bility for any action taken at that time.
As regards weapons used, I would be willing
to deal with that point. I would only say
this now: that also, I know was carefully
considered from every point of view, in-
cluding, in particular, that of loss of life. I
would only ask any hon. Member to consider
whether, if the operations had been dragged
out longer or if smaller weapons had
throughout been used, the loss of life would
not have been very much heavier? Per-
sonally, T have not the slightest doubt that it
would have been,

Severai Hon. Members rose——

Mr. Speaker : Order. We cannot continue
this discussion any further.

Mp. Bevan : What about the White Paper?

Mr. Eden: 1 will see whether I can furnish
more informations to the House this week.

Mr. Speaker: We are to have a foreign
affairs debate next week.
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FROM CATRO TO FOREIGN OWFICE,

En Clair, FORSIGN UFFICE LND

, WHITEHAT STRIBUT LON.
Sir R, Stevenson, m/,f’/r |
No: 2.8 yansan D: 1,10 a,m 30th Jonuary, 1952.

: 218, >

30th January, 1952. i 2.007e.m. J0th Jamuery, 1952
IMMEDIETS, ./f/f

MANDATE,

fddressed 1o Fpnefggf;ffice telﬁgram'No;,Qﬂﬂfggfdﬁ

30th January g e
Repeated for ipfhrmation to M;ﬂeagfffg;HGarroll.
-

d/
For N¢ws Depart

LY
Ao

Iy lnmed

The attack on the Turf Club wes well organised. The
rioters broke down the front door, which was barred with battsrin.
rams specially brought for the purpose. They were led by
several young men of the Bffinde class, and were eguipped with
hessian, paraffin and other fire-raising natsrial., They
proceeded to break up the furniture and fitments, and bullt
and set alight four large bonfires on the ground floor,

ately precediug telegram,

2. Of the nembers in the Club ai the time several made
their way to safety out of the back door. Others withdrew
t0 the upper floors of the building. As the fire started to
take hold two men and one woman were injured jumping for their
lives from a first flsor window. Ons nerber let himself down
by rmotted sheets from the second-floor window, and was set on
and stobbed to death by the mob., Mr. Boysr wes seen with
blaod streeming down his feoe trying to sscape from ab upper
floor window and fallling Back in the attenpt, - '

3.  Ten people are presumed dead in the attack, and nine
bodies have been recovered., Whether or nst the primary ohiect
of the attack was arson there ig every indication that with
the possible exception of the woman presumed to be Mrs, Crawford
all the vietinms rcceived severe if not fatal injuries before
being affected by the fire, Mr, Craig had a large gash in his
hesd, Mr. Boyer hod a serious head wounds Oums body which
was only scorched but which was not pﬁsitively identified has
compound fractures of both wrists and was disembowelled., - Four
bodies were ocompletely incinerated to an extent, quite
incompatible with the state of the Club, and nust actually have

been throWessceeseevonas
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Caire _tgl“gran No,.Q;B to Foreign Office. &

E IR -2~
| peen throwr on & bonfire, one of them haed a leg chopped off
above the knee and a hand and forearm missing, and another
had the top of his head stove in. Two of them were dis-

embowelled but we are advised that this wmight possibly have
bsen caused by the heat, Many fingers were missing.

L. One body was geen lying for some hours behln& the .
Club when it was ultimately covered up and uncovered by
passers~by. It was eventually dragged across the street by
i a party of ricters stripped of its clothes partially dis-
membered and throwm on a hastily constructed bonfire,

. 5. Two of the injured were locked up for two hours in &
' shed by the gardener in an adjacent gorden while the mob
periodically tried to get at them.

8. The Canadisn Assistant Trade Commisaicner who was
epproacting the Club was hiaden by well dispoged Egyptlans in
a' partially completed building next door, which two of the
attackars searched for over two hours for him.

7. The attack on the Rivoll Cinema was also Well organiged
the enirances and exlts being fired first {fo increase the
difficulties of escaps. The Manager who was lmewn to be

| inside was hunted by the attackers from room to room for over

o three hours and evolded discovery by teking refuge in those
perts where the fire wes burning most fiercely until he was
smuggled into a next door building and then away to safety by
seme of his Greek smployees,

- 8.  Lmong the establishments of all natiomaglities that
have been completely destroyed or very seriously demaged with
complets loss of stock are Barclays Bark, (Cairo mein brench)

o  British Council Offices, British Institute, Turf Club, Rivoli

' Cinene, Shepheards Hotel, Metro Cinema, Radio Cinenma, Vietoria
Hotel, Groppis, (both esteblishments) seven large department
stores, six large motor—car showrooms and gerages, two gun shops,
Labanese Consulate, Swedish Consulate practically every cinema,
cabaret, restauraht bar and wine merchant in the centre of the

: towt,  As & result of this destruction some 10—&5,000 people
hgve suddenly had their employment taken away from them with no
prospect of regaining it in the near future,

9, Preiiminagg estimates of the damage by expert observers
‘have ranged betwesn and %0 million pounds, '

Fayic pleass pass lmmediate to Mlideast myﬂﬁg;gg?gmfgﬁ?'EO.

. ADYVANCE COPTES; """
Sir W, Strang. ~ Private. Seéﬁ%tary Sir P. Dizon.
33T Mr, Bowker. ’#,_Hﬂrfﬁfrlcan Depti.. Hd. News Dept..

1k - - = —, o, 4 e e o —_ R— ' | .
_“W T e me e e e R [
s . i - e e e L
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{This telegram iz of particular secrecy snd sheuld be
‘retained by the autherised reeipient and net paseed en]
Cypher/ OTP |
# 30th January,1952 D: 2,00 a,m 313t January, 1952

SBERIY

Now that the immediate erisis of the last few days s
ever, T want you te knew that I have been particularly
impressed by the way in which yeu have bterne the heavy
respensibility which has fallek en yeu. Yeur feresight in
warning me ef the pessibility ef serieus diserders im Caire
85 & resuit of the recent wililery measures in Ismsilis and
your oeel judgment in censidsrimg the vital yuestisn ef RODEQ
wers of invaluable assistamce to me snd my celleaguss. Se, tes,
was the way in which yeu managed in mest difficult circwmstances
te keep me centinvally and premptly infermed ef devslepments,

2. I appreciate alse the heavy strain tiet must have
been impesed sn the members of yowr staff, and wish te cenvey
te them my thanks fer thelr steadfast werk.

G GGG

T i it w ol MR et Tra v mpbe e
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 l+his telegram iz of particular secrscy and should be retained
by the suthsrised recipient and net passed enl.

Cypher/OTP

Bir R, Stevensen

Ho, 256 B, 11,58 p.i, 30th Jawary, 1952
30th Jamuary, 1952 B, 12,09 a.z, 3tst Jhnuarya 1952

Agdressed to Fereigm Off1ce telegw 2y gé éﬁh JIMIATY
Repwke& for information ie:
Yashington Vemin (Fayid)
' BEgypler

I visitedé the Prime Minister thie morniing and discussed the
fallowing peints, I have recerded our conversation in a perscnsal
letter addresged to hin,

2. I desoribed the feeling iu srilain snd smong British

{ subjects in Rgypt avoused by the events of 26th Jonuary, I urged
the pumishment &f these respensible whether Por acts of cammissiern
er negligence, I emphasised the respensihility ef the famer
Hinisters of the Interimr ard Secisl Affairs,

3, The Prime Minister exgremed his Government's deep regret 7
the excesses which teek place and seid full enguiries would be msc
to estsblish where the gullt lay and to deal with the matler of
compensation,

. L, I askeﬁ that the Parquet sngniry inte the massacre at the
Turf Club shouid be held in camers or that ithe witnessges names
at least should be kepl secret, He undertook to glve srders
socordingly. |

5 In saswer to my reguest that therve should be g striect
contrel of sims througheut the country the Prime Minister seid tha
only fermations under goverment conirsl wonld be 2l lewed aims
and these would net remein in priwate houses,

6, I urged a really efficient military plan fsr the immediate
geouring of bridges te Gezire Island the main residentiasl - 3
quarter when trouble agse,
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Gaire telegram Ne, 256 te Fersign Offige

7« I asked and he ggreed that the dsparture of dismissed
British efficisls wishing te leave Hgypt should be facilitated |
in every way. He said that ke would 1like to encoursge officials f
{ | to wait 2z 1itile hefore deciding ito leave but could not de s i
pablicly. | | |

8, 'We agreed thet the Governar of the (amel Zone should be
allowed to come te Caire and thet instructions should be given fer
the free movement of my steff. He announced his intention of visiting
the Zeme but I rauggested that we should discuss again befere he
did se, :

9. I requested thet the extremist press should be c@ﬁtralle&
and the Prime Minister sadd thuat while Genersl legislatien wes net
poseible steps woutld be taken te prevent inciteuent te violemce,

A 10, TWe decided that the firsk step was to léwer the temperature

°°  and Ali Meher assured we thst this Government 414 net iniend te
pursne the aatl-British messures such zs the Anti-fsllasboration
Law, I urged the necessity fer the suppression of ierrerism in the
Cenal Zene and sald the only step needed wss to sllew the local
autheritiss te coeperate with the British militsry authorities im
mxintaining erder, He sgreed and s«ie ids was one of the things :
he wanted to discuss with the Governor of the Canal Zone, |

11, I propesed another neeting in the near future.

Poreign Office pass Washingt n a3 ny telegram Re. 73.
Fayid pass Egypfer es my telegrem Ho. 104,
{Repested te Washingtem], .
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{@ms DOCUMENT 1S THE mmnw OF HER BRITANNIC MAJESTY'S GOVERNMENT

I*ore:gn Oﬁ‘ice and Whttehaﬁ Dm!r.!burzon

EGYPT
315t January, 1952

(Refezved Ilst January)

first buildings to be set on fire and was

SECRET
JE 1018/36 o “BGHNES
THE RIOTING AND ORGANISED FIRE. RAISING
IN CAIRO ON 26th JANUARY
Chancery l.'Cazro) 1o. Afr:can Deparrmenr
(Secret) Catro,
Dear Department, 30th January, 1952,

We are, of course, making the fullest
possible investigation into all aspects of the
rioting on 26th January but it will be some
time before we can sift the hundreds of
individual reports, which we have sef up a
committee to investigate. Meanwhile we
are sending this letter to amplify our tele-
grams. It has had to be written very hastily
and with incomplete information, which,
under the present conditions of martial law
and a high state of tension, is hard to
obtain—and when obtained—to confirm.

2. The first sign and to a considerable
extent the cause of the trouble may well
have been a demonstration of auxiliary
policemen (Buluk al Nizam) in front of
Abdin Palace at about half past ten on the
morning of 26th January. Other auxiliary
police went to one of the universities to
incite the students, in which they were suc-
cessful. The auxiliaries tore off and threw
away their uniforms and a demonstration,
marching towards the centre, soon developed
into-a riot. A café nearby was set on fire.
(It is reported but not confirmed that the
café was burned after an altercation with
two Egyptian officers who were seen inside
and accused of cowardice for not being in
the front rank in Ismailia).

3. Very shortly - afterwards an .entirely
different form of violence developed, Gangs
apparently numbering between twenty and
fifty appeared in various-parts of the centre
of Cairo and began to set fire to buildings.
It is clear from all eye witness accounts
that these gangs were excellently organised
and were carrying out preparations made
well in advance, In most cases they brought
with them all the equipment necessary for
fire-raising and in one case, for a building
(Cairo Motors) where steel shutters had been
installed abount a month before to protect the
Rolls Royces and Bentleys of very consider-
‘able value, this equipment even included an

" oxyacetylene cutter. The Turf Club, which

is a purely. British institution, was one of the
156—28

followed "shortly afterwards by the other
buildings listed in paragraph 10 below,
together with most of the cinemas in Cairo,
a number of well-known cafés and restau-
rants and some of the biggest department
stores. The activities of these organised

fire-raising gangs continued for several

hours. They were, of course, accompanied
by general rioting and looting by the Caire
mod which invariably coilects on such

-pecasions, but all eve-witnesses make it clear
-that two entirely different bodies were at

work; the uncontrolled meb which was
looting and these organised gangs which

.were deliberately and efficiently destroying
-without any thought of loot.

4. As far as we know, no British lives were
lost except in the Turf Club. Accounts of
what happened there are still incomplete but

we have at least the following information.
“The first and one of the most significant facts

is that during the morning a police guard

‘outside the Turf Club, which, in view of

constant ancnymous threats, is normally

kept at a strength of about for_ty, suddenly

reduced itself to four policemen. While
general mob rioting was taking place at one
end of the street in which the club is situated,
a -gang of some forty or fifty men

arrived suddenly from the other end of the -

strect, made straight for the club, broke
down the very heavy doors with battering
rams which they had conveniently brought
with them and set fire to the building with
bundles soaked with kerosene which they

* had also brought with them. As you know,

the bodies of nine British subjects have been
recovered and no hope now remains for one
other British subject who was last seen in the
building. To confirm our telegramns we
enclose a Hist of the casualties.

5. It seems certain that the gang which
fired the Turf Club intended the murder of
British subjects. Mr. C. F. A. Jones of the
British Council was deliberately murdered
after he had descended from the top floor of
the building on knotted sheets. He was

lc?fba‘"‘;"*
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knifed by the mob and we are toid that his

weayse disorders.” This was followed by the E

body was then soaked in petrol-and bumed@ premulgation of a royal decree declaring

—— A Greek employee of the club, however, was > martial law and appoiating Nahas as Mili-
allowed to pass through the crowd after he ®usary Governor and Abdel Fattah Hassan as

-had proved that he was Greek, which both
shows.the unprecedented degree of discipline
maintained by the firesraising gang and

implies that he would not have been allowed

to pass if he had been British. On the other
hand, an eldesly British member of the club
was also given the equivalent of safe con-
duct although he was certainly known to be
British. While this, of course, in nd way
affects the legal guilt of those concerned,
it seems possible that the intention of the
leaders at any rate was to destroy property
rather than life, There was certainly no
attempt at'a general massacre of British sub-
jects throughout the city, In at least one
case, however, it is clear that, having set a
building on fire those concerned were deter-
mined that no one in it should escape. The
British manager of the Rivoli Cinema was
pursued through the maze of rooms in the
burning building for 34 hours by members
of the gang responsible, whose intentions
towards his life were in no doubt whatever.
6. Except in the immediate vicinity of this
embassy, an area which includes the houses
of Nahas and Serag El Dine Pashas, the
_police proved entirely incapable. Many of
the police evidently knew what was to come
and kept out of the way. Some, both
regular and auxiliary, are known to have
given the gangs direct assistance.
- 7. The army was called in at some’ time

-before 4 pan. and arrived in the centre of .

the town between 5 p.m. and 6 p.m. At the
time this move did not appear to have im-

‘mediate effect but we now think it probable.

that the appearance of the army put an
immediate stop fo the activities of the
‘organised fire-raising gangs and left only a
-general, but in fact much less formidable, mob
for the army to conirol. By 9 p.m. or there-
abouts the army appeazed to have the
situation in hand and before mid-night many
of the fires had either been put out or burned
cut; nevertheless, the fire brigades were
working throughout the night and the next
day. While the fire-raising was at its height,
the fire brigades had been systematically
prevented from working. There is consider-
able probability in the general impression
that if it had not'been a windless day most
of Cairo o the east of the Nile would have
burned. ' _

- - @ Shortly before midnight Nahas Pasha
“broadcast a vicious speech against British
“unbelisvers and aggressors who despoil the
‘copniry ® and “ traitors in our midst who

Censeur Général.

9. There was naturally a certain anfount
of looting in burning buildings during the
night and speradic small-arms fire was heard
throughout the city. It appears that the

“army were firing from time to time in order

to keep people in their houses. By Sunday
morning the situation, although remaining,
as indeed it still does, extremely tense, was
temporarily at least under the control of the
army. Armoured cars and lorties were and
have since been patrolling the streets and
artray detachments are stationed at all
strategic points.

10. The damage to British-owned propetty
and British-controlled businesses is very
considerable. Barclays Bank’s main Cairo
branch, the B.G.A.C. offices, the tourist
department of Thomas Cook, W. H. Smith
& Sons, the Rivoli Cinema and a number
of other premises were etther completely
destroved or very severely damaged. Even
a full list of these, however, would not give
a complete picture of the loss sustained by
British commerce. Many of the non-British
establishments that were destroyed were
either agents for, or dealt in, British goods.
Even given the most favourable circum-
stances, it must be some time before British
commerce in Cairo can reach its former
level. A further imporiant result of the
damage to commercial interests is that per-
haps 10-15,000 people have been suddenly

thrown out . of work with no immediate

prospect of regaining it. (The Commercial
Secretariat has already an impressive list of
businesses that have been destroyed and is
reporting separately on this aspect.)

11. As we have said above the fire-raising
was carefully organised and prepared, and
the work of gangs which displayed an
efficiency and discipline probably without
precedent in the history of Egyptian rioting.
We cannot tell yet which of the obvicus sus-
pects were responsible for this organisation.
Several independent sources maintain that
Ahmed Hussein;leader of the Socialist Egypt
Party, was the organiser and another source
confirms this but adds that Ahmed Hussein
was working with the direct assistance of

‘Serag El Dine, the then Minister of the

Intérior. Other reports maintain that at
least individual members of the Moslem
Brotherhood took part and inspired the many

-fires started in cinemas, cafés and bars.

Members of the Peace Movement certainly
played an active part and some senior police
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officers maintain that they were the primary

organisers. All these interpretations are
perfectly possible. In fact it seems certain
that some members of ali three bodies must
have been concerned. On the whole, we
think that the planning may bave come from
that part of the Moslem Brotherhood which
objecis to its present leader’s moderate
policy with the direct or indirect assistance
of the Socialist Party and the Peace Move-
ment. We do not believe Ahmed Hussein
capable of so expert a feat of organisation.
I the organisation came from the Peace
Movement then for similar Ieasons Wwe
believe it ust have come not from one of
the overt leaders but from some really expert
Communist organiser lying hidden in that
Movement. This seems quite probable.

‘12 The new Government is known to be
making a very serious search for those
responsible. Ahmed Hussein has not yet
been arrested, but active measures are being
taken to find him; others caught so far may
aumber 300 to 400, amongst whom are the
leading members of the Peace Movemernt
and the most notoriously extreme member of
the Nationalist Party. It is as yet far too
early to say what is likely to be the resuit
of this wide sweep and the subsequent in-
vestigation, but it 1§ satisfactory to know
that at least such measures are being taken.

13. It is equally difficult to establish the
motive entirely precisely.  Anti-British
feeling following the Ismailia incident, of
course, played a very strong part, but it was
almost certainly not the only motive. As
we reported in_ our telegram No, 240,
Dr. Hamid Zaki Pasha, the former Minister
of National Economy in the Wafd Govern-
ment, said in the Senate on 28th January that
social and economic factors were at least
contributory causes. This i8 surely true.
The fire-raising gangs obviously worked with
lists of buildings prepared well in advance.
Although the first buildings on the list were
certainly specifically British, there was just as
much premeditation in the attacks on
cinemas and department stores which were
not British-owned and must have been
known not to be British-owned by people
as well informed as the organisers of the
arson, This could be put down to xeno-
phobia in general as distinct from anti-
British feeling, but we think it probable that

the cinemas, the Pashas’ clubs, the bars and

. .cabarets frequented by the idle rich were

attacked more as part of the morality drive

“begun by the Moslem Brotherhood and the

big stores from a general feeling that their
prices make them establishments only for
such people. We think it certain that Among
the mixture of motives there was a strong
clement of plain revolutionary feeling. This
is a point which can be legitimately and
strongly stressed in our publicity. The
classification of this letter as Secret applies
only to paragraphs 11 and 12,
14. We apologise for all the “ mays ™ and
“ mights,” but it is impossible at this stage
to be more specific.
Yours ever,
CHANCERY.

Enclosure

Lilled and their bodies
identified

Mr..J. I Craig (ex-Egyptian Ministry of

Five Persons

Finance),

Mr. H. A. Kennedy (ex-Public Instructor).

Mr. McLeod Boyer {(Caandian Trade
Commissioner).

Surgeon Commander W. S. Miller, R.N.
{attached to N.AMRU.).

Mz, C. F. A. Jones (British Council).

Five Persons missing, presumed killed

(Only four bodies, all of which are umiden-
tifiable, have been recovered. One of
these bodies is a woman’s)

M. and Mrs. D. 8. Crawford (University
Lecturer).

Mr. N. Williamson (Cairo manager of
Mitcheli Cotts Litmited).

Mr. E. Waldmayer (British Tabulating
Machine Company).

Mr. G. J. J. Thibaut (British Tabulating -
Machine Company}.

Four Persons injured and in hospitals

My, N. Thomas {(secretary of Turf Club).

Mr. 1. Kilpatrick.

Mrs. C. M. Reid.

Judge Barne (formerly judge in the
Mixed Courts).
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FROM CATRO TO FOREIGN OFFICE Wi
En Clsir FCREIGN OFFICE AND
Sir R. Stevenson WHITEHALL DISTRIBUTION
No, 26) D: 10,10 a.m. 3lst January, 1952
3lst Januery, 1952 R: 11.06 a.m. 31st Januery,1952
s JEiornfr
Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No. 26l of January

31gt.
Repeatled for information to Beirut Eenghari

Damascus Amman

Pagdad Jedda

Tripoli Tehran

Article by Mohammed Tabei in Ahker Leher of 30th January,
calls the 26th Jomery Elack Saturday and a dark page in Egypt's
arnals, and challenges the Bgyptian Government to speek the
truth about it. The riois showed a sircet govermment of malice

_ and'anarchy existing alongside the legal governpent. The riocts
were not due, as Hahas pretends, to infiltration: actually the
npjority of rioters were criminal traitors, who have shown the
world that Igypt is unable to maintain order in her own capital,
aﬁd that the Bgyptlian police cannot always keep order and jprotect
fbreign intercsts. One night have forced oneself to understand
had the damage been limited to British property, but it extended

- tb friendly states such as Switzerland, France and the United
States ond above all to Bgyptian lives and property. The
article concludes by demanding investigations cf the failure
to control the riots and delay in sumnoning the army.

2. PFull text by bag.
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retained by the autherised recipient end not passed on),

Cypher/OTF FOREIGN OFFICE AND WHITHHALL
' DISTRIBUTION

Sir R, Stevenson :
e, 266 D. 1.45 p.m. 318t Januvary, 1952
318t January, 1952, R. 2,42 p.me 318t January, 1952

MTE Jﬁito[?[?f.

e TRt e e b AL

Addressed to Foreipn YUfiice teleprsm No. 266 of 3ist
JANUATY
- Repeated for infermstion to Washingtien,
- yemin (Fayid),
and Saving te:- Parls,
Ankare.

lg 'L""
. Yy telegram Ne. 259. Kimgu;;;;;;- :jiafo. !

I giscussed with my United States colleague 1g5$fﬁight the
repld change in the King's ettitude from that " he had assumed
on 261th January (see my telegraw Ne. 17L4), < We came to the

/ conclugien that the Hing was prebably qulte sincere on bath
occasiepgs. On baturdsy afterneon se far as he knew disturbances
in Caire were the result ef pepular indignatien at the events
in Ismailia the day befere., VWhile my United States colleague
was talking te him rifle fire in the vicinity was heavy as the
mob wes &tiacking the pelice statien ne&r the palace. The Jueen
and her newly born son were in the palace and (as the King teld
ne himself yestarday ) she was thereughly frightened. The King's

~entourage, accerding to my United Sistes celleague, were squally
frightensd end shewed it. The King had given srders te the
Egyptian sroy te intervene but was net sure hew far Wafdist
influence weuld prevent them from being effective, He had ne
faith in %the pelice. His bitterness in regard te these whenm he
then theught were respensible fer his predicement is therefere
cemprehensible. ' '

2. Since then he has discevered that the disturbances an
Jannary 26th had been ebvieusly planned for seme iime beferehand
by the Communists and other extremists. The Britisgh actien &t
Tsmailia en Fridey had merely beeh the $xcuse for putiing these
plans inte eperatien. He was disgusted with the bebavieur ef

ﬂ | /the pelice
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Caire telegrem Ne, 266 te Fereign Office

. -G
the pelice on January 26th and particulariy ef the suxiliary
detachments and therefere his sympeiby fer the latier had
declined. (This wes quite clear te me when I dlscussed the
Ismailia fighting with him yesterday). His qualiiled faith
in the army bes since been justified and he was very preud of
them, He was alss very pleased with himseif fer having get
rid of the Wafd at a mement when their prestige had fallen te
zere and after they had been ferced te establish martial law.

Fe In gensral he wag frightened and in & bad temper on
January 26th and on January 30th he had recevered his
equanimity and self cenfidence. He l1s & mercurisl ereature
and hig feelings and enthusiasms are often short lived.
Heveriheless en this eccasion he has had a sharp lessob

and 1t may well he thet he will in fulure take his
respensibilitics were serieusly.

JAN T 82 net over sstimete the value of the agsurance
pentained in paregraph 2 of my telegram under reference, but
1t may preve useful in helping us te recast eur ldeas in
regard to pessible military sctien in the Delis in case of
nesd.

Fereign Office pass Washingten and Saving te Paris and
Avkara as my telegrams 75 and Saving 18 sndé B respectively.

[Repested te Washingten and Saving te Paris and Ankarsl.

ADVANCE COPIES:w
Private Secretary,

Bir W. Streng,

8ir P, Dixen, :
Mr, Bowker s .
Head African Depariment,
Head News Depariment,
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. FROMCATRO MO , ZOREgr @.L i T -
Cyphor/OT? © FQREIGN QFFICE AND VEITEHALL
DISTRLBY
8ir R, Stevensm D. 10.17 p.m, 31st Jenvary, 1952

Ko, 270

R, 11,22 p.m. 31st .fanu&ry, 1952
318t Janvary, 1952 .

:*‘-_j [

Repeated for T P wauhmgtan, ok D, o
NPT Y S ﬂﬂ)’
Your telegrem: Ko, 23? and my telegrans Nos, 247 and 255.
k] ¢ L' p?}jrm N

All mention of the diserder in Caire was cut by the
Egyptian cemsor fram the reports of your statement of 29th
January appearing hers, In consequence, though mest Egyptians .
are thoroughly ashamed of what happ ened’ they have 1o knowledge
of any officisl stricture on it nll by Hig Mejesty's Government,
though my information services are doing their best,

- 2. Por the reasons given in my previous telegrams, 1 an

. anxiocus fto My it 1. in s 1ittle hardar before we can turn te

s more. amaﬂiﬂm tops. It is most impertsnt €hat public
opivid Both ‘snd abroad, should be thoroughly impressed
with themralling state into which this comtry has been led
bg the Wef# Gevernwent and should kmow of the dangerous grip

il subveraive Cemmmist snd hear~Commmist clements have
established en disillusiened c%ty werkerg and ethers, If we
-pursue: this line strengly 4t might well help All Maher to _
sembat axy plass the Wafd must surely be preparing fer their
retun te po‘lrcr. Cur hazxd wiil alse be strengthened in gubzitting
_chm for cempensaticn,

L. [gie] In spite of cur failure to get anything past
the censorsghip last time & statement in the House of Commons
remaing the best peg on whiokh to heng publicity hers, and
!nr‘ther words by you in the House of Commons in the veln I

uggest would be mest valuable and should be given the maximum

mity by the B.B.C. No doubt therse trill ba Parliamentary
estians in any csse, ,w"\s ;_;-; i

5. You !rill n ve full details cr \rha.t happened in
my kelegram No. 2.8 and Chancery letter to African Department
+f ‘the 30th January. AN ‘E’ﬂ‘irots/‘sé

6., Please see 130 article sumumrised by my Aside No, Eﬁ&. . lf
L

. gprsign Office plesse pass to Washington as my telegram .

No. 76..

[Repeated to Washingten]. Fig

FeuLy] 0 E
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{This telegras is of pertieuler sedrecy and sheuld be
retained by the sutherised reciplent ond net passed en.]

3. 1@.5? SeRe Frd gﬂm' 1952,
Re 123 aume Yvd Februsry, 1992,

resse reign Office lelegrum Ne. 2ﬂ6 ef Jed Fedruary.
Repotm f-r :h}!'mtm o Hmhimﬁm,
| Yeuin Pagid =
| And Saving fe Paris @i (o(é’/t—c7

.- ankave, Y |,
My talegram Ne, mm Mmt) .

Elies Andrass Fasha celled en me last nipht at my reguest.
iy sbjsct Ix sosing bim was ie engure that the King (with vhem
he soems to remaln on olessy terms than anyeme else) sheuld bring
pessure ie boar en Aly Maher in the matier of hiz dangerens
fiiviation with the Wafd. I saphasised partioularly the hepe-
lsusness of tryimg to negetiate with a body such se the repesed
Netionel Frent Pelificel Counittos, if Suish Bl Din ed smything
to ds with it. I alse stressed the neosesity ef pinming respens-
ivility ter the svenls of Janmary 26tk en Serag El Bim.

2, 28 regarés the Halieusl Prent Pelitical Cmittu I said
that, 1f it wus abselutely essential to mstablish 1t now, the

PR

5 .m‘w:‘

| ‘Watéisi representatives musi be chosen fren smong the mmé

wemers of the party, steh as Zeky AY Grady Pasha, but even se

{hey would be unider the irfinence of Salak Bl Bin. Heroever

i% was highly desirabie fo keop megotiations as searet as pessible.
This would be &ifficult anough in any circumstences dut quite

val of the quesiion if a Nalienmal Pront Pelitical Cemmittes hai
eyel am sidvisery réis in them. I would thersfore much prefer

to sse the fermation of the commities pestpessi wntil enmough
progress had been wade fo give good hepe of Tinal agreament.

| 3. EBlias Andreos theugk a past-mestor in the art of
intrigge {and a memmsntal lisr) lacks pelitiosnl visien and

& - /etten fails

PR

T
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often fails te grasp ibe impertance of secemingly ebvious aspects
of a siiuition. On this scoeslon hewsver he appewred to he
impressed and was atiracted by the idea of pestpening the fora-
ation of the commitiee. This may not be toe difficult as the
appesition papiies are showing sigs of reinvotance te aoafpmiw
with m Mﬂ m it.

?m:tm Offios ploace pass io Iashinglon as my telegram
Hi.ﬁimwi&ohﬁs and Ankera &8 my telegrams Nes. 21

-and 6, uswﬁﬂir.

[Répexted te Weshingien and Ssving te Paris and Ankars,]

B
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[This telegran is of particular seereoy and"shﬁula be
retaised by the autherised recipiemt and mol passed on ]

GyphcnﬁmﬁP.

" 8ir R. Stevengon

Ne, 291 D 3.45 pom. 2mé February 1950
2nd February 1952 - Rt 6,05 pom. 7md February 1952

. jrra

Rzpea‘l;cﬂ fer ilf@mtim to ‘Hashingtn

f c:%é
My telegram Ne. Eﬂﬁpwffﬂ gygtian rnneat.

I have been incressingly disturbed these last few days by
evidence of flirtatien with the Wafdé by All Msher Pagha. The
Termstien of a national fremt pelitical cemsittee in which the
Wafd weuld be represented is one of the disquieting features’
particularly as it is reperted iam the press that Salah el Dine
and Tbrahim Ferag will be the Wafd‘®s represeutatives.

2. I called on Hofez Afif] Pasha thls meraing andé spcke to hina
seriously on the subject., He said thei the King (anéd he himgelf)
were as much disturbed by ithls temdency om the part of All Maker
85 I was and hed charged him te werm the Prime Minigter of the
danger involved., It wes quite obvious that the Walé weres merely
$rying to rehabilitete themselveg awd furthermore thal any
sssocistion of them with the negotiations themselves wouléd be fatal
particularly if Salsh el Dine had smything te de with it, He
kad spoken on these lineg te 311 Maher yegterday and the latter
hed sald that the proposed political cenmittee wos merely a facade
and that he wms keeping the Wafd im pley for the moment im order
to get over the presemt difficuli peried before ithe forges ef
order haé been reorganised and sufficliently strengthened. The
Prime Mimicier hed professed to be aware of the danger but
coafident of his ebility to deel with 1t., Hefer APifi Pasha
told me thei the Prime Hinlster wouid shortly be returning my
hc@urtesy vigsit and encoursged me to reinforce what had already
/bean said

[ S bt e L [
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been sald to him gbout the ¥Wafd., I wes well placed for doing
so as | had had the doub¥ful pleasure of trying to negotiate
with Salah el Dine myself.

3, Another point which I raised with the Chief of the Royal
Cabinet was the shsoluie necessity of plmning the respongibility

* for the evenis of Januery 26th publicly on Fuad Serag el Dine
Pasha and Abdul Fattah Hassan Pasha, I this were not done
confldence would never be restored and the ¥Wafd would be eble
to evede their just deserts. Afifi Pasha sald that he fully
sgreed and had dlscussed this matier also with All Maher %
Pasha., The latter hed sssured him that the Parquet engulries '
were being pressed on with the uimeost speed in order to establish E
clearly the responsgibilities., Afifi Pasha told me that he was

gatisfied that that was in fact belng done.
FEWS A0
L, In connexion wiih the resimpilon of vegotistions (my

telegrsm No, 272) 1 reminded Afifl Pashs of your statement !
in the House of Commoms on Jatwary 29th announcing our
readiness to negotlate end said that I would teke advantage |
of Ali Maher's forthcoming visit to me (see parsgraph 2 shove) |
to find out what his ideas were about the best wey of starting
the talks,

Foreign Office please pass to Washington as my telegram No.80,
[Repested $o Washington]

RN




T 2 PUBLIC RECORD GFFICE L L

. Ret: [ :3:?{/%7655?17/ !i?to t 2Y-
4 Please note that this copy ie supplid subject to the Public Record Office’s tarms and conditions and that your

use of it may be subject 1o copyright restrictions, Furthar information is given in the enclosed Terms and
! . Conditions of supply of Publlc Records’ leafiet

i ‘\iﬁr - d

FROM GAIRQ 'TO_FORBIGH OFFICE

F Cyphexr/OTP

Sir R. Btevenson

, No, 295 D: 7.12 p.m. 2nd Febrnary 1952
é ond Pebruary 1952 R: 7.48 p.m, ?nd Febroary 1952
. CONFIDUNTTAL o |

- Addressed to Foreism Off
Februgry o
a Repeated for informatien to Memin Fayid
y . " and Savimg teo Weshingtom )
_ | N mgﬁ{%‘&
My felegrem No, 256: Interview with Prime Minister.

~ Primes Minigter has now replied %o my letter giving
assurence thet cuestion of gompensatlion for victins of 26%h
Jenuary ls under exsmination in the light of the investigation
by the Parquet.

2. He confirms that he has given instructions that witnesses
appearing before the Parguet ingquiry inte the burning of the
Turf Club should be heard in cemera,

3. He has alse given instructions for the free movement of
nembers of the Embassy to and from the Canel Zone on condliiom
that the Governors of Port Said and Suez and magistrates amd
members of the Parguet should have same freedom. T am
arranging this with H.Q. B.T.E.

L, He conciudes that he is resdy %o examine sympathetically all
paints_af-frictian with & view to thelr removal and the creation
of a less tense atmesphere.

Fbreign bff1a¢ please pass Yo Washington as my Saving telegram
Ne.12, .
[Repeated Saving to Washington)

Q94
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(d8 1018/39) ' FORKION OFPIOH, B.0.1.
PLESONAL and OU.. .LE W February, 1952.
: |

CORFI ;

Dea W Sudh

You will bave recelved by teiegraph an extrucet Ifrom.
yepterday's foreign affaelyrs debate coverlng the Secrelary
of State’'s pemarks adout Egypt. I om efrald thet we were
unable to arpange for the incluasion in the Becretary of .
State's speech of the kind of pessage which you evidently
had in mind in your telegram No. 270 of the 31lst Jamuary, T
emphaaizing the indignation felt in this country about the - i
Ceiro riots and the ¥Wafd Government's responaibility for tohelpr -
having ever heppoped. We brought the Ambeassador's views to
the Seoretery of State's attention, but on considerstion he
éid not feel that he should inciude mors on this topic than
ha actunlly d4id. '

2, Heanwhile we have taken the line you suggest with the
British Bresdessiing Corpopation and simililapy sgencles,
and I think one oan say that the United Yingdom Press have
given pretty good coverage during the pasat ten diays to the
events of the 26th Januery, end the grussome detaila which
heve since emerged,

£4l&' {R. ﬁllan}l

J.H. Wapdle~3mith, %8q.,
Galro,.
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POREIOR OFFICE, 5. Wl

OUfFiLE | 9th February, 1952,

Deay Chensery,

ve are glad te lears froaw your telegrem Ho. 299 of 2nd
Febreary that the guestion of coupensation for the victimm
of the 20th Jaouery riots is under examinetlon by the Iigyrtian
Government in the light of the investigations by the Farguet.

2. Your telegrvam ¥o. 3i8 of 5th Febpuery shows thet you

have already collected some of the svidence which will be
reciiired to eztablisgh internetiocnal responsibllity of the
Bpyotien Governmsnd,. You are, bo doubt familiar with the
detailed puldenes in Chapter 1Y of the Forsign Service
Instructions. Je think thet it would be a wise preecaution

to colliect 21l the myailabie evidénce bearing upon the queetion
af international presporsilhiiity, now, vhiles witnesses end
avidence can be Counds  (Puraoeepbs 27-20 of Chapter IX refer).
This general evidence will be of fundsmentel lmportence to all
the individwel Ulaime svising from events om 20tk JATMATY.

The detkailed avidence racuired in particuler cases is also
ohown Au Chapter IX Pawt 1T and you will do doubt have started
t¢ receive ithe separste claims and to tell British appliocants
how o prepare the evidence. Ve fear that this will lavolve
you in & grest desl of work bul we are mnxious to avold the
diffienliies ghich have apisen in the pmsst sheough Meilure

to oellact svidence at the time.

3, e should be grateful for your cocments and recomuendations
s to the best way of cbtaining full estisfactlon of the
Dpitish claivs. Vhetever happens, we mist clearly try o
avold getting these cloims bogped-doyn with all the rest of
our claims snd counter-cieins sominst the Epyptlen Coveroment.
gy hend will nave been strengthened in the present case by
the fect that there will precumebly be claimd presented LY
other foreign povermments whooe patiousls suffered 1o the
Cairo riots. ¢e think there may bo some tameticel advantage
in teying to arrange that all forelgn olalws ipeluding those
of British pationals showld be presented togethsr - or &t
leggst in close co-ordiuation. 1T yom 8gress Doerbkeps you
would discuss this possibility with cother forelgn missione
sonoernads They mey alsc be able to asaisgt with evidence

of intarnetionsl regponsibility, or es regards dumage o
rarticular buildings or property, and thepre may be advantage
in acting together in thesce matiers.

Youra sver,
AFRICAY DEPARTHERT.

The Chancoyy,
British Erbeosy

Gaipo. :
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001?\\.»5 - FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.t.
' 13th Februsry, 1952.

A
Dear Chancery, ' .

We wrote to you (JE 1018/46) on 9tn Pdﬁmuury about
sompensation for the vietims of the Calro fiots, - Sir
John ¥ellor haa put dewn the two rallawing'parlinmanxary
questions for Tebruary 25&h.

(a) To ask the secratarr of Btate far Fnreign
: Affalirs if he can now give an estimate of
gamgg: to British prﬁperty duiring the riata .
I 19 m. : - L -\'"'\

ok -

{v) To ask the Beoretary of State rfor Ferelgn AN \§\
- Af'falkrs whether compenaaiion has now bsen nfferad

by the Egyptian Go¥ernment for the loss of N,
British lives and properiy during the rlots in “~1
Cairo; and upon what basis of aassessment, g

’\ "a

2. We shall be able to give provisional anawars to these
questions in the light of yous ielegrame FNoe., 243 of 29th

- Jenuary and 295 of Znd Felrusry respectively, We should, 3

hovever, be grateful to huve by 21st February any further’ ~
information which may be availadle, In particular we should
be glad to know whether you hdve had sny reason to reviss

your provisionzl estimate of the damaae done to Britleh

propertiy.

Yoursa evar,
AFRICAN bEPﬁHTHEHT

The Chancery,
“British Embasey,
GCalro,

T R, DR s iy e
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oy OUTFILE
FORTION OFFICE, 8% 1.
(I 1018/h9) Jth Pebruery, 195%.

Dean . AAgerer,

In scoordsice with your request of the
29th Januery we telegraphed to Calto to ask them
to smcertalin from the locsl mensger of
Thomes Cook'e Limited, Ozire the extent of dsmmpe
to tourist premises and the posribility of
re-ecisblishing businese. . We hove now heerd
from the Smbaesy in Calirvo Ly thit they will
ghortiy be veplying formelly o ithie enmlry,
bvut 4in the meantims the follewlng extrscet from -
their latter msy be of lntereel fo yyu, A only
by woy of confirmeilon.

"the Daire fourint offices of
Thomse Cook Limited wore set on fire 2t about
X pam, 0OR the 25ih Jemuary snd sere compleiely
cdestroyed, The only iteme of value left In the
ofTlees sppeay ta bes the gafes of which there
ware elsht and of whieh the four mwet Importint
con aetuslly be Seen. Up to the tipg of wriding
the premloes coald not e antered sz they wore
#5111 smouldering, but sre unfdor guard of two
pellcemen and two of Heusrs. Cook'a staff,
The #efes ore undersiond to hove containad when
the premlaes were ologsed on Jsturday some £8,000
cagh snd it is hoped that ihis will prove to he

intsct/

Stanley Adams, BEBGe,
Thomes Cook &nd Son Limited.
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intact when they sre openads The tourist sffices
gre 8t the moment operating from prewmlses :
belonging to ths Enginesrios Department of
Measrd, Thomss Cock in Betdles . Thin ares which

18 soryounded by slamd and small engineering
works 1s gulite uvnsuitable for & permeotent place
of business, Nr. Hislop is at present buslily
engeged in trying to obismiln sultable premices In
the centre of the town so that he con re-estzblish
the bugincas 58 sson o8 possible. He sugoested
to ue that perhaps the Semlrsmis Helel might prove
tn be the beet tsmporary locastion, bul he hasg muds
no deolsion ag yat,

The staff sre o)1 fortunstely sazfe though
¥re Churehill the seting manager of the Csire :
brsnoh had & fortunsie ecospe. Je only mansped
to emespe safely sut of the hotel in which he lived
snd whioh was slso fired, by Unserting himself
in & party of Germsn tnurinta,”

T will 1ot you know 86 goon g we hecr agelin
fm Celirde

{DeV, Bendall}
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{This tslegram is ef particular secreey snd sheuld be
retained by the sutherised recipient and not passed en.]

Cypher/OTP

sizf R. Stevengen

B. £.32 pM. 4ih Februsry, 1952,
Re 7.29 pom. 4th February, 1952,

Reponted far infermation o wtu,

Henin Fayid, .
Ané Sazving te z&;m _ /(3/9 01 ]»&7

Yy telegrsm No, 296 /ﬁ Egyptisn Govermment.

Andrssc Pacha infermed me verbally this evening thet the
propesed natienal frent pelitical cemaiftee will nmet (repeat net)
be fermed., This is goed pews.

2. As regurds the pimaing of respensibility fer the evenis
of Jarmuary 26%h i te Fusé Serag sl Din amd Abdul Fatiah Haszan
(whiek I had also roised with him) Andraos Pascha said thai he:
had 2st had sach suceess se far altheugh the King was in agreement.
He wag geing to ocentimue his pressurs. I peinted out. that wnless
the guilty were brought te boek, foreign csmmercial interests ia
Bgypt weuld have ne further confidence in the stability ef the
comtry and would lmeviishly withdraw. Heither I,mer I sheuld
think any head of a fereign missien in Cairs weuld be justified
in such cireoumstances In snceursging eur respective ceamercial
interests te remain here. Egypiian eceneny weuld suffer irrepar-
abie dumzge and it was theydfore mere te the zdvantage of Egypt
than of snyene else that the gevernmeni sheuld act rigereously
ageinst the gullty. He fully agreed and repum his wnder-
tuking te wrk on the Mm Kinister.

Pereign Office pess te Washinglen and Seving te Paris amd
Aniare os my tclegrams Kes. 8 smd Ssving 23 and 8, respectively.

[Repeated to Waskingten and Szving te Puris snd Mn,;



N

T G e T L T E

£ AT T

ﬁl—a—r—mmm L L
nots /oo BU[3697] L1 2y

Please note that this copy is supplld subject to the Public Record Office’s terms and conditions and that your
use of it may be subject to copyright restrictions, Further information is given in the enclosed Terms and

Conditions of supply of Public Records’ leaflet

L U T

B32 : EGYPT + NATIONAL FRONT WiL( 'Ea_eu 1 HAHER DENIES RUNGURS

I S s s

CCAIRO RADIO 15.85) PREMIER ALY MAHER PASHA DENIED REPORTS
PUBLISHED THIS AFTERNOON THAT HE HAS POSTPONED THE FORMATION OF

;‘;ﬁ ignmm FRONT. [N REPLY 70 A QUESTION PUT TG HiM BY THE CAIR®
REPORTER HE SAID THAT HE HAD NOT POSTPONED THE FORMATION OF

THE FRONT AND THAT HE HAD NOT YET COMPLEYED HIS. CONTACTS IN

CONRECTION WiTH IT. | ’M e '
| | Je o3

ERD psc HoH. 17.1'7 5/2 P xy

ﬂ,

i, T

|
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.

Mr, Paimer of the U.S. Bobassy came to see me today to
pees on the contents of = telegram which the U.8, Ewbessy hsd
received from the U.3. Anbassador in Cairo, The mein points in
Mr. Caffery's telegram were -

(a) It would be undesirsble for H.M.G. to suggest publicly
that they expected a friendly gesture frowm the new
Egyptian Government. In Mr. Caffery's view this would

" be the*kiszs of death*for that Government,

{b) The new Government's First main taek would be the
restoration of crder. The faet that they haldl received
support in Parlisment had greatly strengthened theijr
pesition. The Government a8 1t stood was in
Mr. Caffery's view not a bad one.

(¢} The King hsd acted intelligently in giving power to a

. Govermment of this kind. If he had called in san
Oppositlon Government, the Wafd would have been in 8
difficulty gbout according it support at the outses,
As 1t was the Opposition parties were so delighted at
the dismissal of the Wafd that they had had no gualms
about supporting the new Government, and the Wafd had
fallen into line.

{4) Nahas Pasha apd Serag ed Din felt that the King had
played a trick on them, in inducing them to declare
martial law late on Saturday night when he must have
had it in mind to dismiss them, Even as late as
9 o'¢clock on Sunday evening Nehas and Serag ed Din
did not know how they stood, although throughout
Sunday they had been feeling that it was incressingly
likely that the King would dismiss them. Shertly
after 9 p.m. they tele?honed to kMr. Caffery wﬁth the
news of the Government 8 dismissal,

(e} The XKing telephoned to Mr. Caffery after the Government'
diemiesal to the effect that his views regarding his
title a8 King of the Sudan and his antagonism towards
the British were unchanged, The British had wanted
the Wafd Government out; well, they were out but it
should not be thought that any Egyptisn Government
could be other than anti-Britieh.

(£} Ali Maher had indicated to Mr. Caffery that the new
Government would play down the ineicdente in the Canal

Zone,
C r A Z is -
L,-\J-FS/(/\-«

-—______._....———-—""'
3Cth January, 1952. "

Py an Tt /é.yiﬁ*"“'
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PAPER 1 = WiTH CLUB SERIES, ISMAILIA ol ansaf
~ CAIRC JAK 30 REUTER - MCHAMED EL TABE!, WIDELY-REAU ; .

LEAUER WRITER Ik THE INUEPENDENT ARABIC NEWSPAPER AKHER LAHZA, VR L
FOUAY URGED THE RESPONSIBLE ESYPIIAN AUTHORITIES TO REVEAL ALL THE ;I_ oot Ui ?
FACTS ABCUT THE ORGY OF MOB RULE I CAIRC LAST SATURUAY. NI

"CALL THINGS BY [HEIR PROPER NAMES," HE WRGIE. & pryove

THE PAPER'S EUITORIAL ASKED FOR CLEAR ANSWERS [0 , Sy B fsend
[HESE QUESTIONS: 1, WHY THE SECURITY CHIEFS FAILEU 10 f'*.‘-? S ftann
CONTROL THE ©1TUATICH; —— HIJ

2, WHY THEY ALLOWEDL CROWUS OF WHAT FHE PREVIOUS GOVERNMODNE ]
UESCRIBEL AS "TRAITORS AL CRIMINALS" TO RULE [HE CAIFD Ll ~
STREETS WITH STEEL AND FIRE; taind oV

3, WHETHER ORUERS GIVEN TO THE POLICE WERE COMPLIEL u .
WITH Qeannoge

AbU LAST 8UT HOT LEAST, WHY WHEN THE POLICE PROVED LNABLE iz
TO CRAL WITH THE.'. SITUATION THE ARMY WAS WNCT CALLEY IN TIME. 3‘%

MORE 1641 i

{J £ 1o 3 s"s‘“




