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Mr, Arthur ? L;Eflofb/%ZF'
No, D, 6,19 p.m. Septesber 29, 1961
Sapiexber 29, 1961 R, 7.1k p,m, Reptember 29, 1961
DIMEDTATE
Addiressed to Foreiem Office telegram ¥Wo, 012 of September 29,

Repeated For informetinn to Beimut Baghdsd

Auman PONEC {(Cyprus)

AnKATa

and Saving to Washingt
¥y telegram Mo, 940, ~o \{90\&3 /H

Nagser has just sdirossed 8 mass relly of Wstiopal Tniom in
Gumhuriye SqusrTe, Following is rovgh sumaery of his speech,

2. Nagser sald that & very smell force begar the movement in
8yria, bul the treachery hed spresd. 4t firgt the people of
Damascus end other towns had shown that they were not ufraid of

the mutineers: they had demcnstrated publicly in favour of the Unien.
Up till midnight las{ nighv ihe people of Alepuo and lstakia in
particular had showm the tre fealinss of the Syrian nation.

L Latakia had requested forces {rop 5ovnt and he had decided to
send two divisions and raval forces, The farceg, including 2,000
parairoopers, had set out yesterdayv, Hut Aleppo and Tataiia had
later joined the rebels, It was nnthinkeble that irab should fight
Arab, Do just bhefore midoight he hed ordsrsd the forges to return,
Meanwhile 120 parsirospers had Janced in Tatakis end he hrd ordered
these to surrander to the lnesl commander, Te had conntermanded

all military opersations,

he Now was the time to hold fast to Arab pationalism. It had

survived previous acts of treachery (references to Xing ibdullah and

¥uri Said), The Syriang had sought the nion, and he had witned

them ithat it would be difficult, But they had ipsisied

unsnimously snd he had accepted the responsibility, iHe hzd had

many diffigulties with Syria since then, tul he had ne regrets.
/Arabisu
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A FROM CATRO TO) FOREIGN OFFICE H\{
En Clatr FORIGN OFFICE AND
- : ' @M DESTRIBHTION
e, Arther b-g;mtb/"!d—
Yo, 942 P, £.19 p.m. September 29, 1961
Sepiember 29, 1961 R. 7..4 p.m. Reptember 29, 1981
TAWMENTATS
Adiressed to Forsien Office telapram No, G912 af September 24,

Repeated for infarmation to Bairut Baghdad

Aman PONEC {(Cyprus)

Ankare

and Seying to Washingt
My telegram Mo, 240, ~ \5510\,'0 \

Negser has just adursssed & mass rally of Wetional nionm in

.

Gumhuriya Soqusrs, PFollowing is rough swwiary of hig spesch, ™.

: 2. Hasser said thet a very smell force began the wovemsnt in

: Syria, but the treachery 24 gpread, At firsit the people of
Damagcus apd cther torns had showmn thot they were not afreid of

ths mutinsers: they had demonstrated publicly in favour of the inien,
Up $211 midnight last night the peuple of Aleppo and Latakia in
particular had shown the true fealincs of the Nyrian pation,

3 Latakia had reoussted forces from Xgynt and he hed decided to
gend two divisions and naval forges. The forees, including 2,000
paratroopers, hed set out yesterday. But tleppn and Tabtskia had
later joined the rebsls, It was unthinkable that Arab shouvld fight
Arab, Co just before miduisht he hed ordarad the forces to return.
Meanwhile 120 paratpoopers had landed in Tatakias end he hsd ordered
] these to surrender to the local commander, Te hsd conntermanded

. all military cperetions,

o e ke e vl el e

L How was the time %o nold fast to arab natiagnalism, It had

survived previous acts of treachery (references to Xing ibdnllah and

Wuri 3aid), The Syrians had sought the Mhion, and he hed wormed

them that it would be diffiecult, But they had insistad

wanimously end he had accepied the responsibility, flo hed had

many diffieulties with 3yria since thep, but he had no regrets,
Jhrehise
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Caire telegram No, 942 to ¥
». -

oreign Office,
D

irsbism sould not be denled, and the UAR suzt rensin the besis
¥ ¢ arab unity, At Port Said great Powers had failed to Dreak
the nation's will, but the resctionaries aand Imperialist agents

nad gone further in Syris. Kiag Husseia had recognised the
rebel Goverrment,

Ja Fe mmst now ask heavy sacrifices end he knew they would be
nade, Unity was the natiemal will, but it could not be maintained
through military operations, He had failth in the Syrisn people:
they would net abandon their aims of the past few years nor would
they give up their social aghievemenis (at this point MNasser speke
at some length sbout socialist lepislsation ete). Reactionery,
Tmperislist eircles h:d taker the opporturity to enslave the

Sy»iasn people to capitelist exploitrtion and recction, But they
wonld raise their volce again and cast out Imperialism, resction ete,

ADVALCE COPINS:

Lordé Privy Seal

Sir E, Stiepehenson

Mr. Maretit

Fesd of Eastern Depsrtment
Head of N,E.A.D,

Head of ¥ews Department
Resident Clerk
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SRCRET

. FROM CAIRO T0 FOREIGN OFFICE \J
. . """"!.
“ypher/OTP FOREIGN OFFICE (SECRET) AND
. WHITEAALL (SECRET) DISTRIBOTION
Mr, Artmar
Nog 946 D, 12,07 p.m. September 30, 1961
Septezber 30, 1961 R, 12,24 p,n. September 30, 1961
DDMEDIATE
SHCRET
Addregsed to Forgigm Office telegram No, 946 of September 30.
Repeated for Information te Beirmt
Angnan, IR
qum (CMS} 2 r"’ ?f? T
and Saving to Damascus, J gtt'?u" 7 {;_. e
My telegram No, 943: Syrlan Coup, & ei-’.':;-i'.

The Jordsnian Chargd é’Affaires came to ses me this morning,
In gpite of Jordanian recogniiian of the new Syrian Goverrment he
hag not yet been gummoned by the Egyptians,

2e He said that three Syrian officers visited hlm Jast night.
They told him that Nesser was intending shortly to send small groups
of parstroops to Syria to carry out sabotage. In order to avold
the Latakia air defences the sircraft earrying these troops would
fly over Sandil Arsbis and Esstern Jordan,

Fe The Chargé 4'Affaires thinks that his sources are relisble
snd has reported the stary to Amman,

Foreign Office pass PONEC (Cyprus) as ny telegram No, 102.
[Repeated as requested]

ADVANCE COPTES:

Lord Privy Seal

Sir H. Stephenson

Mr, Marett

Head of Esstern Department
Head of N,E.A,D.

Hesd of News Depsariment
Resident Clerk

SECRET
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September 30, 1961 R. 1,44 p.a. Septexber 30, 1961

FRIORITY

Addressed to Foreign Office telegran No, 948 of

Septeaber 30,
Repeated for infermation Saving te Beirut Damascus

Amman PONEC (Cyprus)
Baghind  Vashingten
My telegram No, 943, ™ '\JA\ON\‘H

Todey's Press is almesi entirely devoted to accounts of
President Nasser's speee¢h of yesterday,

¥r, Arthar

- The main emphesis is on Nasser's statesmanlike refusal to
aliow the union to be maintained &t the cost of & wilitary operstion
and the sheddlng of Arsb blood, snd on hiz appeal te the nation to
rise sbove its feelings of bitterness, The Press also develops

his theme that the new Syrian régime is dominsted by & elique of
monopolists hestile to receant socialist reformas in Syria who
axploited their connexions with certain arny officers to earry eut
the conspirscy,

3. The fact that there is no immeciate proof of imperialist
involvement is not allowed as exenerstion of the imperialists, The
prompt recognition of the régime by King Hussein, the Turkish
Govermment and the Shah 13 adduced as strong eonfirmaticn, One paper
notes that the BEC waz the first to "show enthusissm" fer the rising
and there are references to impending meoves by the Unlted States
Sixth Fleet,

) The geﬁaral gonclusion is that this is only 2 tempor&y
set back and that the will of the Syrian people must inevii__:ably

trivmph,

Taties
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CONFIDENTIAL
4 FROM CAIRQ TO FOREIGN OFFICE
/pher/0TP e e DEPARTMENTAL
. DISTRIBUTION
¥r, Arthur S
3] 0 Uf?ﬂmé ( [_pﬁn. 742 p.m, October 1, 1961
ﬁctﬂhel‘ 1’ 1951 ' . L R- ?055 le@ Dﬂ.‘-tdber 1. }.961
TMMEDIATE
CONFIDENTTAL
Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No, 960 of October 1,
Rapested for infermstion te Amman, Damascus
Beirut Washington
. PONEG (Cyprus)
ﬁi?\ Your telegram No, 1L15: Syria, “~%Qy{\§
. \

e ~. Nasser himself ruled out the use of force in the speech
swmmarized in my telegram No, 942, He cannot, in any case, mount a
millitery operstion againsi Syris so long as the Demsscus Government
enjoys popular support and controls the Latakis gres, But if the
Syrian Aray should split, he might fry to support the dissident
faction frem the air,

2. At the same time Nasser has repeatedly insisted that he will
not bargain with the rebels, He threw away his only chance of &
compromise with them in the early stages of the coup. 1 do not
think he will mske further attempts to trest with the present

Syrian Government; dbui he might be prepared, and even relieved, to
negotiate some egreement with its suecessor if he could de so without
further less of face,

. R Beyond this it is 4ifficuli ito prediet what Nasser will do,
The general opinien here is that he does not know himself. Tast
sxperience suggests that he will reasct vigorously, and perhaps
irrelevantly, to so great a blow to his prestige, Persons on the
fringe of the UAR regime certainly expect stirring events in the
next few days, They talk of a counter-coup in Damascus and of the
prospect of viplence in Amman, I sheuld expect Hasser te do his
utmost to upset the present Governmeni in Damascus, irrespective of
what happens afterwards, and to try to subvert psrt of the Syrian
Arny, I think King Hussein and the Jordsn Government wlill also be
C e /targets

-
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CONFIDENTIAL

"aire telegram No, 96C to Foreign Office.
s .

rgats of Egyptien subversion, FPFurther action would depend on
the succesz of these efforis, which in turn depend on whether
the 7gyptisn intelligence network in Syria has been sable to survive
the recent coup.

ba The loss of Syris is not likely in itself to affect Nasser's
grip on Bgypt. There is lilitle doubt that ordinery Hgyptlans are
reliaved to be free of the ftroublesome provinee in the north: they
are saying openly that it wes a drain on ’gyptian wealth., There is
thus ne populsr pressure on Nasser to take action, The Hgyptisns
will accept him as the ruler of “gypt. But it is doubtful whether
agsey himself and his regime (including the Army and the Arsb
nationalists) cen accept that pesitien., They have come to expect
greater things and may try to turn defest into victory, as they have
done befare,

5, In the last resort, all will depend on ihe changing ameocds of
Nagzer himself and his few close sdvigers, 1 think he believes
sincerely that the Syrien people want him and will come beck to him if
he waits., In that mecd he could sit back and pretend that nething
had happened - "holding fast to Arad nationalism", as he calls it,

He would not endanger his pesitien im “gypt, at any rate in the shert
term, by such tactics; and his speech on September 29 (my telegram
7o, 92} sesmed to indicate that his mind was working that way at that
time, But wounded pride gannot be axpected to breed palience in men
like Nasser snd his collesgues, snd I belleve they are more likely to
take reckless setion if an opportunity presents itself., And such
aotien will net necessarily be limlted to Syris.

Ge I have discussed these questions with the United States
Ambassador snd members of hisg sitaff, but the eonclusions are ny ewn.
1 will telsgraph further if ithe situstion and the meod of Csire seems
to change,

Foreign Office please pass immediate PONEC (Cyprus) priority

“‘ashington and routine Damascus as my telegrams Nos. 109, 53 and L0
respectively,

(Repested as requested]

DISTRIBUTED TO: ADVANCE COPIES:
leBeheDe Private Secretary
Restern Depariment Sir F, Hoyer Millar
Arsbian Department gir %. E%egﬁns
Pretecol Department r i, Stephenson
Infarnntianpgglicy'ne artment Mr, Crawford

Informatien Researgh cpnrt:::tt gr.égliggtE LD
& el‘ 0 [ - -
§§£§T§§§§§%32§§°“tiv° Deparimen Eea% gg Rastern Department
es

iy epariment
= CONFIDENTIAL Resideni gﬁrﬁ P
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i

Cypher/CTF DEPARTENTAL | W‘/“ ‘/ 56
DISTRIBUTION V.
Hra Arthur
No, 961 D. 8.1, p.m. Uctober 1, 1961 %ﬁaxr,\
October 1, 1961 R. 8,37 p.m, Goteber 1, 1961 . :
i)

&
IMMEDIATE . 1- FIE
CONFIDENTIAL ¥ ooer

Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No, 961 of Qctober 1.
Repeated for informotion t¢ Washington Dansscus
N Amzan

SN Thy
Your telegram Ho. 145 and my imnediately praci&ing telogram:
Recognition of Syrisa Government, Yo

ool

The attitude of the Caire Government a4 presentf;cqms to
be thet the U.AK, remains in being (my telegram Vo, 953} and
that countriss which reccgnize the Damascus authorities cannot
be represented in Cairo (my telegram No, $56). I% is, howsver,
not yet possible to say whether er how long this position is
1ikely to be held. 1 deubt whether we shall get an expliegit
statement of the Cairc atititude on this ¢uestica: it would be
characteristic of Haszer to weit {or others to aci rether than
to enunciate his own version of the Hallsiein Doctrine,

2. Ideally we should wait untll the large majority of
Arab States (your telegram No, 10L7 to Amman} have recognized
the Damagcus Government. If the Arabs temporise teo long,
I hepe that we chall be shle te wait for some prominent un~
conmitied country such as India., It will, in any event, be
eszential for us not to act before the Americans; and we should
if peossible carry other Western Powers, and particularly th
Germans, with us,

k

3. Todey's Press comment (my telegrasm Wo, 959) suggcsts
that we are being chosen as the villains of the piece; and if
we sppeer to be hastening towards recognition of the Damascus
Government I fear thaet we shall be in serious treuble here,
Nasser is in the mood to hreak off relations with vus if we
sctually sccord recognition socen and are ahead both of the
Asericans and of the other countries classified in parsgraph
2 above,

iz
CONFIDENTTAL
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CONFIDENT 1AL
Caire telegram No, 961 to Forelpn Office

- -

4o I hope, therefore, that we shall walt es long as
possible and keep fully in step with the Americans and others.
T hope also that any recognition will be "de facto" at first.
If and when the Calrc Govermmeut become resigned to the fact
that other countries are recognising Syria, they will still
see g difference between "de facio" and "de jure'.

5. I should be grateful for as long a warning es possible
of any move towards recognitien,

Foreign OiTice please pess lmmediate Damasous and Prierity
Washington as my telegrams Nes., Al snd 54 respectively.

[Repeated as requested]

DISTRIBUTED T ADVAICE COPIES

Bastern Depariment Frivate Secretary
N.E,A.D. Sir ¢, Hoyer killar
Arsbiasn Departwent Sir R, Stevens

Information Policy Department S8ir H. Stephenson
Information Executive Department ¥r, Marett

Inforrnation Research Department ¥r. Crawford

Protocol Deparinent Head of Eastern Dapartment
News Deperiment Head of N.E,AJD.

Hesd of News Depariment
Rosident Clerk
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CONFIBENTIAL | ‘ ff
FROM BAMASCUS TO FOREIGH OFFICE Ay
Cypher/OTP ~ POREIGN OFFICE AND VHITEIALL
. - - DI JTION - '
Her Mejesty' s Cenpul-General R
lis, 81 - D, 10,50 a.a, September 30, 1961
September 30, 1961 R. 10,15 a.m, Soptember 30, 1961
SpIAT
CONFL
H Adiressed te Fereign Office telegram Ns, 81 of Sent
Repeated for imfermation te: Caire - Baghdsd .
Apman Tel Aviv = ]
Poe FOOTI86T
Beirut u.\ | TANTI
— y g‘(}\ f' _
My immediately preceding tolegrax, Le;m’s i3 g
The Syrian geup 4'6tst started at 0430 hours en Sepiember 28,

The fecus eof the-attaek was the houge eof Fleld Marshal Amer,

There was firing there and zseae cagualties, Since then there

haz boen ne sheeting in Bamasens, There has been 2 curfsw en the
nights of Seplember 28 ami September 29 and there eare tanks at
strategie peints in the streets, but by day Pusiness premises are
epening as usual, There have se far been ne antl-foreign
sanifestatiens and enly scme feraigners in trensit heve suffered
geme lncemvenience gwing s the temperary c¢lasing ef the frentiers,

2, The new administration seems te be cempessd mostly of
experienced offlelals with technical qualificetiens fer their jebs,
The leaders of the revelt have remained anenymeus in Syria, theugh
they have been nemed by President Nasser,

3« There has been no evidence so {ar ie conneci Celensl Sarrs]

with the revelt, ang it is net knewn whether he is at liberty er
net,

Fereign Office puss Immedgiate Caire Ne, 32, Amzan Ne, 5,
Belyut Ne. 9, Baghdad Ne, 9, Tel Aviv Ne, 5. '

[Repeated as requested],

G ' ADVAICE COPIES:
Lord Privy Seal
coNFipaTLy, O F. Stephensen
.. R T, marett
Head of fBastern Department
A dead of Consular Department
Head of Hews bepertment
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CONFIDENTIAL
FROM TEL AVIV TO FOREIGH OFFICE
Cypher/0TP wrsswio . FOREIGN OFFICE AND WHITEHALL
r”“ - DISTRIBUTION
Mr, Hancock | =
No. 3 o D, 3.33 p.m, September 23, 1961

September 29, 1961\)?{“0{”& R, 4.48 p.m., September 2%, 1961

JMMEDIATE
CONFIDENTIAL

Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No, 335 of
September 29,
Repeated for information to:

Rashington Baghdad

Arman Beirut

Calro POMEC (4den)
and Saving to:

Tehran Kuwait

Bahrain UKKIS New York

My immediately preceding telegram: Syria, — ijnb}

I saw the Acting Director General of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs this morning, He asked me to convey to Her Majesty's
Government an assurance similar to that given to my American
colleague, I said that I knew Her Msjesty's Government would be
glad to receive this assurance.

2., Levavi said that, according to the Israeli Government's
estimate of the situation, the insurgent leaders in Syria
consisted of & junta of soldlers assisted by civilian technicians,
The Israsli Government have no evidence of prior involvement by
neighbourdng or other countries, Nor have they any evidence of
connexion between insurgents and Serraj. If the insurgents
succeedsd In establishing themselves the Isrsaeli Government
thought they would immediately be faced by severe economle
problems, They would then, the Israelis thought, be inclined

to accept money from anyone whe was prepared to supply it.

5. Levavi said that he thought Nasser had probably made a
mistake yesterday in rejecting the possibility of compromise and
disowning Amer, It looked as if hope of patching up a settle-
ment was now lost,

4, I said that loss of Syria and consequent dissolution of the
U.A.R. would be so great a hlow to Nasser that he would presumably
/ge
CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL

¢ Eel'nviir telegram Ho. 335 1o Foreign Office
- -

go to any lengths to re-establish the position, Ievavi
agreed, but said that the Israeli military estimate was that if,
as was now reported, the insurgents controlled Aleppo and
Lattakis possibilities of military counter-action were limited,
He said that although there were a number of Egyptian officers
in Syria there were no significant wgyptisn milicary units,

5. I spent last night in a Jewish settlement which marches
with Syria, the border being the Jordan river. The Israelis
thers had observed that the Syrians had put up Syrian flags as
opposed to U,A.R. flags, Mr, Ben Gurion was also there. It
is unlikely he would have visited this remote spot iff the Isreell
Govarnment had been up to anything., He is on holiday and sajd
that he intended to remein so,

6. My lmmediately following telegram contains the gist of what
Service Attachds have been told by the Deputy Chief of Military
Intelligence,

Foreign Office please pass Immediate to Washington No, 14
and Amman No, 32, Priority to Cairo No, 2L, Baghdad No. 9, Belrut
Ko, 28, POMEC (Aden} Miss No, 22 and Saving to Tehran Misc No. 7,
Bahrain Misc No, 8, Kuwalt Miss No. 9, UKMIS New York No, 41,

[Repeated as requested.]

ADVANCE COPIES:

Lord Privy Seal

Sir H, Stephenson

Mr, Marett

Head of Eastemn Department
Head of N.E,A.D.

Head of Kews Department

CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENT IAL

The Israeli Counsellor called on me this morning.
He had some time before proposed to call then by way of
a courtesy visit; but in the event we only talked about
Syria. I spoke to Mre Evron on the lines now being
used by News Department. He, for his part, was of courese
unable to conceal a good deal of satisfsction at the way
things had gone, though he said that the Isracli Govermment's
instructions te their Missions were to the effect that they
should no¥ express views one way or the other and wait on
events.

2. Mr. Evron sald that he had seen s few telegrams L
this morning, which d4id not add very much to
what was in the newspapers. The Ieraeli Government
believed that the leaders of the revelt came mainly
from the Right Wing, together with certain Baathists.
The Right Wing leaders of the revclt were themselves
favourable to the general idea of Syrian union with
Irag rather than with the U.A.R. But they were not in
any way pro-Kassem and if the revolt came off it was
likely that the new leaders would concentrate on
re-ecstablishing Syrian independent identity.

3. Mr. Evron said that his information was that the
revolt had now spread to the whole of Syria. It was
difficult to see what Nasser could now do; he had no
land aceess to Syria. The Israelifs had noticed a
considerable number of air ineursidéns over Israell
airspace from the South, both yesterday afternoon and
last night. He thought that these U,A.R. aireralt
were prohbably checking up as to whether any Israsli
troop mevements were taking plaoce, though they might
of course have been intending to fly to Syria and agph 34.,.-1
up #e¢wr when Israeli fighters took off to meet them.

}qxgEAAJ*““JL":
] e —
(R. S. Seri }
Septembﬁfﬁgg?eﬁgéi

!—aW
Copy to: PBastern Department W ),?

27/1.
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CONFYDENTTAL
SRR FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.l.

September 29, 1961

You will have seen from our telegram No,.398
Guldance of yesterday that we are playing Syria
ssses pretty csutlously. I now enclose a copy of our
bg i e, Selegrem Fo,i0¢7 which was pui out today to the
" Arad posts concernad to give them guldence aboug
the question of recognising the new regime, and
to peint out that we should be most careful not
to give any impression that we are plessed with
ug:t has)happansﬂ in Syrie {the reverse is in faet
the caowm).

24 Ny purpoese in writing now iz first to engquire
1 how the Franeh are rescting {o the Syrian revolution
and, secondly, to ask you to encourage them to danmp
down pny manifestation of pleasure at Hasser's discomfiture
in the press and radio. We and the Americans are

1 trying to toke action in a gimilar sense, It secns
. ¢lear enocugh that the revolution was inspired only
from within Syria and there is therefore some hope
that Egypt will not easily be able to blame us for

it convineingiy., But if the Western press end radio
: ptart gloating it 1s bound $o meke ocur position werse
by goeding the VolcebHf the Arahs into sttacking us.

vsvsres 3. I aipo attach coples of other telegrems which
may be cof interest to you,

S

{G. ¥, Ailler)

i R. M. Hadow Eag.,
British Epbassy,
Paris.
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I spoke 1o the U.A.R. Ambassador ng
and told him that we naturally viewed the situaticn in
Syria with some concern, I also t0ld him what the
position was about our communications (or rather lack
of them) with Damascus.
| 2. Mr. Bl Kony said that he for his viewed the
: situstion not only with concern but with regret, tlis-
i implication being that he had seen no sign of regret
. in the British press, He then went on say t he

had not. besn at all plessed with what he had read so far.
I agked him to whai he was referring and he said, "Well,
5 the Daily Telsgraph, for instance", (he is much too
; sophisticated 1o cite the Deily Express in evidence
ageinst, us). I said that I would read the Deily
Telegraph articles which I had not seen but he could
be sure that, if he saw anything which was unkind, it woul
not be of official inspiration - quite the contrary.

3. It is in fact unfortunate that the papers which

might, have produced some balanced comment, e.g. The
Times and the Guardian, have nothing this morning,

b% ROGER STEVENS
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Copied to: Sir F. Hoyer Millar
Mr. Wigegin,
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FROM TRL AVIV TO FOREIGN OFFICE
Cypher/OTP o FOREIGN OFFICE AND
Vr. Hapcock -~ - WHITEEALL DISTRIBUTION
No. 336 \/@:fﬂ /( s 5,00 p.m. September 29, 1961
September 29, 1961 R: 5.33 p.m. September 29, 1961
TMMEDIATE
CORPIDENTIAL

Addressed tc Foreign Office telegram No. 336 of 3eptember 29
Repeated for information to:

Washington Admiralty Baghdad

Amman Air Ministry Beirat
War Office Cairo POMEC
and 3Saving to:
Tehran Ruwait
Bahrain _ U.K. ¥ission New York

My immediately preceding telegram: Syria, — — US\E"‘%

Israeli Deputy Direetor of Military Intelliigence gave as
ressons for the growing Syrian dissatisfactlion the drastic
steps Nazser has tszken in Syria during the last few months to
conselidate the regime and achieve positive economic and
politicel resulis. His advisers were ageainst this but he
decided to pursue his own line, The Israelis estimated ten days
ago that if Syrien dissatisfaction were translated into sction
even a smail militery group would be able to tring about a
coup d'dtat as the Egyptlsns were not in full control of units.
In fact the Syrians were in command of all uvniis, usually with
Egyptisns as the second in command. Ko particular group was
pin-pointed. Summary of events is that a small group of officers
mainly belonging to H.3. First Army with the aid of a few
armoured cars and tanks seized control of several iwportant
tuildings sfter which in a matter of hours they had the entire
country under control. Amer plus some Syrian Ninisters loysl
to the Lgyptians were in DLamascus at the time and were kept
under surveillance. Apparently no shots were fired. At midday

/3aptenber
AJ7
CONFIDENTTAL L
£
"‘ﬂ.h\b
Su sSLe - €



Gefo3r/ioerdd . IWora ]

Pleasa note that this copy Is supplied subject to the Public Record Office's terms and conditions and that your
use of it may be subject to copyright restrictions. Further information is given in the enclosed Tearms and
Conditions of supply of Public Records' leaflet

CONFITENTTAL
” Tel Aviv telegram No, 336 to Foreign Office
-? -

September 28 it was reported that there had been consultations
between the rebel army officers and Amer and it was said that
agreement hed been reached, It then appears that the rebel
officers, representatives of the U,A.R. in Damascus and Nasser
in Cairo became out of step and Amer left for Egypt. Shortly
after this Amer made a statement that no agreement had been
reached in Damascuvs and this was followed by Nasser's offensive
broadeast in the esrly evening during which he claimed that

Amer had agreed omly under daress, When the iuntentions of
Nasser 10 earry through a strong anti-rebel prograume became
clear the attitude of the Syrian rebels hardemed. It had been
glsar that the rebels had a majority of armed forces behind them
by noon on the 28th., Aleppe and Latakia remained uncertain but
Aleppo soon came over to the rebels, Tatskla remained on the
fence until the Egyptian paratroop landing early today when the
Syrians are reported to have slaughtered the whole invading force.
Rebel control is new complete, Rothing is known of the minor
Igyptian nawal units which were thought to be in Latakia.

2. Ko common political denominstor in the Council of Offlcers
has been noted hut it is considered that Mr. Kusbari's Right-

wing background sets the form.

3., The Israells do not think Egypt Intends or indeed can take
any wilitary action against Syria at present. A steady stream
of ajrcraft is evacuating Fgyptians fram Syria to Egypt. Ko
change in the Syrian frontier units have been notsd, The
Israelis do not think there is any connexion between intrusion
over Isrsel of U,A.R, airecrafi early Wednesday night and the
Revolution.,

4. The Israclls state that they are tsking no unusual military
sction as a result of the Revolution.

Foreign Office pass Immediste Washington 15, Amman 33,
Har 0ffice unmumbered, Admiralty unmmbered, Alr Ministry
unmmbered; Priority Cairo 10, Baghdad 29, Beirut 29, POMEC
(Aden) Misc 23; Saving to Tehran Misc 10, Bshrain Misc 11,
Kawait Mise, 12, U.K. ¥issisn New York A2,

[Repeated ss requested. Copies sent to War Office, Air
Ministry and Admiralty]
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