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CONFIDERTIAL " 20 SEPIHEI

FROM GATRO TO FOREIGN OFFICE | ;

_\Gto! ﬁi;
Cypher/0TP GN OFFL

DISTRIBUTION

Mr, Arthur =
Ko, 938 | D: 6,16 p.n, September 28, 1961
September 28, 1961 "~ R: 6,33 p.n. September 28, 1961
SLEDIATE
mmm
" Addressed to Pereign Office telesram ¥o, 938 of Septesber 28 28,

Repeated for information te: BRBeilrut -  Amman
Baghdead PONEG (Cyprus)

And Sevimg to: Damascus
%{UI‘D(&O
My telsgram Ne, 937: Syrian Ceup.

Nasser has just brosdenst a second speech, He denied that
Amer and Faissl had treated with the rebels and meintained that
the Army had remained loyal in Alsppe, Latakia and other places.
He insisted that there could be no bargaining or compromize over
the union: +the pation had fought in 1956 and would fight new,

. Fereign Office please pass Baghdad and PONEC {Cyprus) as
my telegrams Nes, 74 and 97 respectively,

T

e
[Repeaied as requested, ] |
prt aF
R
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lerd Privy Seal

S4r F, Hoyer Millar

Sir R, Stevens

Mr, Crawferd )
Eesd of Eastern Deperiment
Head of N, E.AD.

Head of News Depariment
Resident Clerk
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Addressed to Cairo telegram No, 1415 of September 29, 1961
Repeated for informsticn to: Belirut -

Danascus

;_ CONFIDENTTAL

; FROM 7ORDIGN CFPICE TC CAIRD

Cypher/OTP DEPARTUENTAL DISTRIBUITON

.

%_ No, 1415

September 29, 1961 D: 6,35 p.m, September 29, 1961
? PRIORITY

COHFIDENTIAL

Your telegram Mo, 938 {of September 28: Syrial,

Comminications with Damescus are s$till non-existent and will
probebly continne to bhe difficult,

2. Nasser may himself clarify the following points in the
very near future, But meanwhile please telegraph your views ef the
prospects as seen from Calro, with particular reference to the
following guestiens:

. (i) how far could Nasser revert to the ststus ouwo snte without
losing his grip in Egypt (early statements by the

i revolutionsry junta spoke of freeing the peoples of 3yria
'; and BEgypt)?

(ii} ﬁﬁét are the chances of Nasser imposing his will by
force?

(iii) what chance has he of nsgotiating some agreement with the
E " Syrisns?

DISTRIBUTED TO:
b © F.E.A.D. |
Eastern Department

News Departaent
P.UeSeDs

-, o " 3 AU
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CONFIDENTIAL
FROM FOREIGN OFPICE TO WASHINGTON
Cypher/OTP FCREIGN OFFICE AND WHITEHAIL
DISTRIBUTION
No, 6959
September 28, 19M D. 3.3 p.a. September 28,1961
GENCY
CONFIDENTIAL
Addressed to Waghinstom telegram No, 6959 of September 28,
Repeated for i nfermation te Ammen Emerve
_ | Telaviv [ Emergency)
.' Anksra  Tehran PCUMEC (Aden) [&11
Beirut Bahrain Caire aiate]
i Baghdad Xuwait V.K.Mis, Hew Fork
SYRIA.
i Pleass concert urgently with the State Department. TYou should
§ sty that
E.

(a) we have little infermation so far about the erigims
of the movement but it seems indigenous. We have no
indications of prier invelvement By neighbouring er
other countries. We weuld welceme any information the
Agericans can give us,

(B) We suggest that the Aweriesn and British Aﬁbassaﬂora
at Ampen snd Tel Aviv should exchange views with the
Jordanisn and Israell Governments and vrge restraint
and nen~invelvenent,

{(¢) Please alge inferm the Amerigams of the actiom proposed
in my telegram Ne. 2003 to Ankere.

2. Her ¥ajesty's Ambassadors at Ammsn and Tel Aviv have
diseretion to act immediately on the lines of paragraph 1(b) above
without smiting your reply to this telegram, if they consider this
essential in the light of the lecal gituation., They, amd the other
recipicats of this felegram, should in any case repert immediately
any iamformation which they segure sbout the backgroumd of the
movenent ir Syria, Ve hope to telegraph ssparately the glst of the
information so far available chiefly from mews agencies in cese
posts can supplement it,

/ 3
CONFIDENTIAL
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L wer/dTe

i'v. Hemniker Major Vi lblb{H’ _ \/

0786 D,3,18 a,m, September 29,1961
September 28,1961 R.3.50 a,m, September 29,1961

goed to Foreim Off1

nepested for information to; Vashington - Tel Aviv
Belwain - ABKere Beirut
Cairo - Baghdad Tehran
PO M B C. {Aden) UREIS Hew Yark Knweit
snd Seving to: Damescus Jerusalen,

AT
ly telegrea No.?ak;’/\/%”\‘\n\

The United States Ambasssedor end I had decided that no
murpose woulid be served by my seeing the King tanight to arge
restroint unless we had further information that Jordaniens
were contemplating action, “

2, The King however supmoned us to say that his information
was thet Aleppo had gone over to the rebels and that they were
now in coetrol of the whole country, Serraj had, he undersiood,
left for Switzerlend, and he did not think that there was any
gserions prospect of Egyptisn counter-setion, In these clroum-
stances he expected that a nev govermment would be anmounesd
tondght, anf he uwrged that they should be glven encouragesent
and support.

3., e gaid that it wns fortunaie thsi this had not been
brought about by ountside interference, and that there hod not
sven been any suggestion of this, Ve thought that precipitate
public support end recognition would tend to counteract this
inpression, The King egreed end sald that the Syrians eppearcd
to have bhehaved with grest restraint and self-confidence, fie
wos still in the derk sbout the composition of the movement, but
said thet he understood thet it consisted of Hatlonsllst parties
and was anti-Comminist,

/iy 1 have
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) Lo I have little doubt that the King will in fsct recognise
¥ cnr new régime quickly, It mey indeed be Aiffleult for him not

tc do so, =iace any sirersft coming to Jordan need to overfly
9yria, and the land spprosch through Syris is still very importsat,

[ i

Fareign Office Please pass to Washington 86, Anksrs 8,
Baghdad 103, Tehran 27, Bahrein 49, P,0,K,8,C, (Aden) 22, Tel Aviv 68,
0rIs lew York 37, Fuwait 58 spd Ssving to Damescns 19 end

¢ Jerusalem L1,

{Repested s requested]
§.

:

[

Head of Eastern Departament
. Head of ¥, E,A.D.
Head of Rews Departnment
! Resident Clerk

M e
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» SBORET
FROM AMMAN TO FOREIGN OFFICE .
| . - va—mw/w/
Cynher/0TP FQ QFFL : E

¥HI S DISTR
¥r. Henniker-Major '

¥o. 78 D. 2.21 a.m. September 29, 1961
September 29, 1961 R. 2,30 a.n. September 29, 1961
ZMERGENCY
SECEET - -
Addre g _Forej Office iel i} 0
e ber 29, - - - L _
Repeated for information to:- Ankara Baghdad
Beirut Bahrain Wiashington
Cairo Kawait Tehran Yo
U.K. Mission New York P.0.M.E.C. {Aden) Tel Aviv
And Saving to:- Damascus V}P Mo 3
Jeruselem . 5o, ®
\j% A \ ' z ¥ B
7 b &
My telegram Wo. 786 of September 28. iy

P
Having promised to exchange any further information wigh
His Majesty I sent the Pirst Secretary to se¢ his Private Secretfary

tonight to discuss list contained in your telegram No. 103).

2. The King wae presant, and told the First Secretary that
he wag at that moment trying to telephone the Revoluticnary Command
in Dam@scus. He proposed to tell them that he was ready to
recognise their Government. He commented that he thought it of
peramount importance that the revolt should not row falter, since
this would ereate chacs in the area with everyone intervening.

f
|
|
;

3. He then withdrew only to return some mimtes later fo ssy
that he had spoken fo the Revolutionary Cormand. They sassured
him that their one desire was to maintain good relations with all
other Arab States, and said that they wene grateful thet he should
have been the first to contact them. They added that concern was
being eaused in the frontier ares by Jarﬂﬁnian troop concentrationsg
ard that he could best help by withdrawing them. He undertook to
do so, and assured the First Secretary thht he had already issued
orders to that effect. '

4e The First Secretary itook the dpportunity to tell the King

/that,
SECRET
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that, though we appreciated reasons for Hys Majesty's elation at
the turn of events, he must realize that any speedy aetion in
respeet of recognition and encouragement for a new government
would be diffievlt for us. His Majesty took the point.

Foreign Office please pass Priority to Anksra, Baghdad,
Bahrain, Washington, Kuwait, U.K. Mission New York, P.C.M.E.C.
(Aden}), Tehran and Tel Aviv and Saving to Damascus &s ay itelegrams
Nos. 9, 104, 50, 89, 59, 36, 23, 28, 70 and 20 respectively.

[ Repeated as requested)

ADVANCE COPIES:

Lord Privy Sesl

Sir F, Hoyer Millar

8ir R, Stevens

Mr. Crawford

Head of Eastern Departiment
E Head of N.E.A.D.

Head of News Department
EEEEEEE Regident Clerk
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FROM BETRUT TO FOREIGN OFFICE | \/&(3-(6: 7[?0

En Clair FOREIGN OFFICE AND WHITERALL
DI3 o
Mr, Edden
%a, §§E D: 10.30 a.m. September 29, 1961
ptember 29, 1961 R: 10.52 a.m. Sepiember 29, 1961
DMEDIATE
; Addressed to F Office tels o, 937 of September 29,
E Repeated for informatien ts: Caire Baghdad
‘E Amman Tel Aviv Tehran Ankara
.; Vashingten U.E, Hission New Yerk Paris
: and Saving te:
i Dgmasgscus.

Damascus Redie has anneunced that Dr. Ma'mun Kuzbari
hss foermed an elsven~man cabinet as fellews:w

Dr. ¥a'mun Kuzbari, Frime Minister Fersign Affairs and
Defence,

Dr. Leen Zsmarls, Finence and Supply.
Dr. Farman Al-Jardatil, Health,
Dr. Adnan Quwatli, Interior.

EOTRSUE N —

#

Dy, Izzet An-Fuss, Education and Natienal Guidance,

R

Dr. Awsd Barakat, Ecenomy and Indnstry.
Amin Nezifl, Agriculture and Agricultural Referm. T,
Ahmad Sultan, AWQAF and Justice. -
Abdurrshman Hurriys, Fublic VWerks and Transpert. g
Dr. Naaman Azhari, Plamning and Rural Affairs. R
M. Fuad Adi), Welfsre and Labour.
2. The Cabinet has been given powers teo issue
decrees during the transitienal period prier te the helding ef
general electiens,

Forelgn Office please pass Washington and U.K, Missien
New Yorik ss my telegrams Nes. 15 snd 12 respectively.

[Repeated as requested]

ADVANCE COPLEGS:
Lord Privy Sesal sip F, Hoyer Millar 5ir R. Stevens
Mr. Crawferd Head Eastern Dept. Head N.E.A.D,

Hezd News Dept.
JJJdd
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IZBARL, gg'grux

morn about 1905 Moslelie rducnted at the Jesull
sehool 1n Belprut where he obtained nis law ABgress Practised
15y in DempBCubs In 148 he prepresented the Syndloate of
Lowyere st the International'hawyars' gonferencs neld in Genevas
Ac n leadling member of the iiberatlion Lapty which Wes £ opmedt

by general Shishekll he was glected vpasident of rhe Chanter in
June 1953+ under the constitution tnen in forcé, he becane
Acting opegident of the Republie following Genersli spishakil's
fiight In Pebruary 1954, bt he was foreed L0 prepign wilthin

two QRYBe atood as an tpaependent in the 1854 gileations and
was alected for Tamaseide Yintuter of igqueation in Said
chazzl's Gavernnent s eptender 1%5% to June 1956

in intelligent gl not afriendly persolle

o AMMARIA, LEOH
porn ln "1EpP@ 47 190k Greek 0rthodoXe obtained

1aw ABgree from Syrian.ﬁniveraity in 192¢. Decsme pean of ihe
Bap in ALeppoOs Wapper of the Nationaliat Partiys ginister of
¥inence 1in Sabrl pesaii's aovernment webpusry b0 Aagust 1550

peputy for Aleppos.

Uppight and agreesble put not geriously jnteresied
4n politics.
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BECRET

The New "Transltional Cabinet" for Syriae.

Un September 29 Damascus Radlo broadcest “Premier's
Lecree fio. 1" appointing a "transitional Cebinet”. The new
Cabinet has been described se 2 mixture of old style &yrien
politiclans and “teehnicians".  For the most part the
persconalities involved are "unknowne": A liet giving the facts
gvailabie followas

2. (a) Dr. Ma‘mun Al-Kuzberi, Premier, Forelgn Minister and
Kinister of Defencoa.

r' Born about 1905, Hoslem. hduceted &t the Jesuii Lenvol
in Beirui where he vbtaiped hls lew degree. Prectised law ia
Damascus. In 1948 he represented the Syndicaie of Lawyers ai the
International Lewyer's Conference held in Geneva. Ae & lesdling
member of the Liberation Paerty which was formed by Genersal Shishasld
he was eleoted Presldent of the Chamber in June 1953. Under the
constitution then in force, he became aceting Fresident of the
kepublic following Generel Shishekll's flight in February 1954,
but he waa forced to reslgn within two days. Stood =8 an
Independent in the 1954 elegtione and wae elected for Lamascus,
Minister of Educatlon in Sa’'ld Ghazzi's Government Sepiember 1355
t_tu June 1956.

An intelligent and not unfriendly parson-(huvmaahéﬁﬁuhgtffﬁ)

|

He 1 in feet s Sunni Moslem snd in 1959 was s professor in
the Faculty of Law, Lemspcus university. He wes then sciing as
cheirmen of the Cilvil Law Sub-committee unifying the Uak Legal
systema. An "independent" member of the last Syrien Parliaement
ke Bat for a Demascus conetitusncys There was e report in lase
1959 that he was being consldered for e Minlsterial post and
had been approached by the then suthoritiea.

(v) Dr. Leon Zamaeriys, Kinister of Finsance an2 Supply.

R et s s s

Born 1n sleppo in 1904. Greck Orthudox. Ubteined law
£ (;egree from Syrian tUniversity in 1529. DBecame bDeen of' the Batr in
; Aleppo. Miember of Natignalist{ Party. Mlnlster of Finauwce i.
i Sabrl Assall's Government February to sugust 1955. Ueput, 1or
: AlBDPos

Upright and sgreeable, bult not sericusly interested 1in
politicee (aemucins Lot 1956)

He wes nstionaliet frarty member for an aleppo consiituency
_ in the last Syrlsn Parliamente.

{e) Dr. Ferhan Al-Jendali, Minister of Fublile Heslth

} - Born 1910 in Homs. Moslem. Took & degree in mediclue st
Berlin University. Deputy for Homs in 1947 end eleoted meouwber

of the Constituent Asaembly in 1949, Member of the Fopular fuarty.
Minister of hducation and Health in the Casbinet formed by wsoim
“udel on Lth June, 1950 { Paswctihbs (4t 1450)

He sat ss Popullist rarty member for a Homs constiituenc; in
the laet Syrlisn Pairlliemente

pfute . Sidelrtd ane L T T f%muup41§¢u$b5‘
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{d) Lr. 'Adnen Al-quwatli, Minister of Interior

In 1959 he wes Secretery uensral of thé irad Lewyere union in
oyria snd was & member of the rerminology Sub-gommitiee for ithe
unificetion of the uv.ashs legal Byciome.

(e} Dr. Izzst Al-Nuss, Minister of Educstiva and Hationsl
Guidanoo.

4 man of this name was & professor in the Faculty of
Education Damsseus University in 1958.

(r}) Dr. hwasd Beraksat

In early 1959 a man of this neme wes listed s8 a Danger with
the Sceistd des Bangues héunies'. Lete Iin 1959 he was described
a8 ABBlsiant 1o the Direstor Genaral of the Centrsl Bank of Ljile
when there wes & report that he hsd been epproached by the then
aathoritlies as a posslble minister. He i8 s Christign.

{g) DLr. Amln Naszlf, Minister of Agrieculture snd s~grarian
keform

4 man of this name was listed in 1959 ae wmenager of the
Comptoir Agricole du Levent (Syriej.

E
;

(h} Fu'ad Al-4dil, Minister of HSocisl iffaiis and Lubouv.

e

In 1959 & men of this name was 1listed as Chief of the

Farelgn Kelaticns Department of the Syrien Executive kinistry of
Soelal Affaire.

: (i) Advocate Ahmed Sulien, Minister of Justice snd Wayfs

{j/ Bngs. AbQ aAr—hshman Huriysh, Minister of Public Wo.ks
and Communicatlions

(k) Dr. Nu'man Ashari, Minister of Planning end
Municlpal end Villsge Affsirs

e

BEURER
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Jypher/00P

Mr, Hemndker MeJor ¢ |0 (4/73:

N, 762 " D,30.25 s.m, Septexber 29,1961
September 28,1961 R, 11,00 &.m, September 29,1961
SECRED

r Rapeate information to; Cairo | Tel Aviv

P,0,N.E.C. (Cyprus)

| Jerasalea Dapeseus

and Saving to: VWeshingiom.

Ivents in Demescus seem to have taken Jordsnians completely

by surprise, I mentioned recent developments in Syris when
I saw the King on September 2k, but found him strangely ill-
informed and spperently not very interesied, He sald thet he
eonld only =it and weteh events, Iy United States ¢ollesgue,

;, who saw hm later, found him more concerned, but not really

1 excited,

| 2, I have been told by the Army thet Jordsnisns sre moving
troops to frontiers purely as defensive and presuutionary measure,
Tao fighters are on patrol every two hours well within the
Jordanisn frontiers snd the Air Force is in comstant readiness
from dawn to dusk, Argy Chiefs hed a meeting this wmorning
atiended by Eing Hussein, The Army are nsturslly elated tmt
geer quite caln,

3. I think that if coup is completely successful or a
complete failore the Jordsnisns will stay omt, If it is indecislve
snl there is fighting they will be sorely tempted to intervens,
syl 1f they are invited in, might find temptation almost irresis-
table, though their urgreparedness might make it diffielt for
them to do so In time,

/o T em
m bk

¥
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he I sm in close touch with the United States imbsssador,
who i =sking to see the King later foday. Ve shell decide in
iight of his interview whether I should slso seek an sudiencs,

Foreign Office plesse pass to Tel Aviv 67, BEaghded 101,
CeVeiintiglse (Cyprus) 87, Jerasalen 76, DPsmaseus 15 and Saving
to Washinglon L2,

Repeated a3 remested]
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;;f'?

Cypher/CTP

Mr, Henntker Major - opp *%

M ’ (9 3 p.8,51 p.n, September 29,1961
Seftember 29,1961 \/Q R,8,50 p.m, September 29,1961

Reputad for in.foxmtim 1 H ] Wa T Tal Av:h'
Cairo Beirut
Baghﬂad. PQMEC (Aden)
Lrens é’\[ou.,\«_ﬁ

Your telegram Hn.25BL to Washington of Septemhar 28
{net to all): Syria, :

iy United States colliespgue hes received instructions to
see King Hussein and “in the strongest terms® warn him against
intmemg in Syria, He is to refer to the suppert which
Jordan received from the United States and meke it clear that
this pelicy would have to be reconsidered if King Hussein aoted
against this advice,

2, My United States colleagme believes that if he aots
on these instrustions She rTesuli will be counter-productive, and -
will spoil the possibility of exerting effeetive influenoe on
the Xing in the futore, He has telegraphed suggssting that he
shonld insteed without using thrests, put to the King the dangers
which might erise from intervention, the advantages for the
¥iddle Bast and the pseoe of the world of letting this remain
an internal affair, and then counsel.resiraint, At the same
time, he would esk the King to teke no irrevocable steps without
consulting his friends,

3. I have told him thet I will support him in any restraining

setion he tskes, As he feels considerable sympathy for the
King's sttitude, these instructions are personslly unpsletable
for him, Nevertheless, I agree entirely with his assessment
/of their
CONFIDENTIAL
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of their probeble esffeot, snd believe that his alternative

f suggestion (which ¢losely resembles the United States/United

¢ Kingdom/United Fations line taken here a yeor ago) would be beiter
] i7 indeed any further action is now necesssry, His instructions
¢ gseent to be partly based on the misapprehension that there was

b Jordanian complicity befere the event, and that & Jordsnisn move

k into Syris is imminent, In fact, unless Nssser makes a serious

; military effort to recover Syris, it seems most unlikely that

i they will move without invitaticn,

L, If Hesser did meke such & move, ani they were invited,
then I doubt if any counsels of restraint, however strongly
pliched, would be effective, (See my repert of Semir Rifasi's
views in my immediately following telegram)., Witk such sbsolute
gonvietion on the part of Jardan's wiliest ejder statesman, I
dcubt if any contrary adviee from us would mske the Jordsnians
change thelr minds, I agree with my colleagne's recomendstion
th:t if we attempted, 1t should be by Prime Ministeris) and
1 Presidential personal messages,

Forelign Office please pess Immediate 1o Washingten 91,
end Routine to Tel Aviv 72, Baghdad 106, POMEC (Aden) 25 and
POLEC (Cyprus) 91.

[Repeated ss requostiod]

ADYANCE COPIES:

Lord Privy Sesl

Sir» H, Stephenson

Mr, Marett

Head of Eastern Department
Feed of N E,A,D,

' Head of News Department

CONFIDRENTIAL
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Addressed to Foreign Office telesgram No, 802 of Septexber 29,
Repested for informaticm teo:

Washington Belrut

Tel Aviv Aepghdad

Caire POMEC (Aden) POREC (Cyprus)

My immedietely preeeding telegram, \)q Lg[d

A3 Semir Rifs‘i was present at the meeting of elder
statesmen held dy the King to declde on the recogritien ef
S8yria, 1 called en him this morning to ask him for his views.
When I suggested that recognition had been dengereusly
pre¢ipitate, Semir said that he hed ne deoubt thet it was the
right course. He hed not, in fact, beon consulted since the
King had clearly already nade up his aind, Wut 2il the evidence
geemad to indicate that the pew Geverment was in full contrel
of the country, He knew several of 1ts members and regarded them
ss efficient, modern, and pregressive and he thought it an
excellent sign of stewility and confidence that the military had

\ handed over at ence to civiliams, He was guite ¢onfident that,

unisss he was mad, Hasser would not iry te gounter-attack, -

2. His enly criticism of the King was that yesterday's
trecp mevements were theatrical and unnecessary, snd he wms
glsd that the firet act eof the new Syrian Govermment had »een
to ssk him te teke them sway from the frontier, I asked him what
he expected to heppen if Nasser did counterwattack, and the
Jordsnians were ssked for help. He said that meither he, ner,
ke thought, sany respopsible Jerdanisn politician, weuld thimk it
right not to respond at once to such & request, He did net seem
] te see any danger ln this since he felt that Nasser would have ns
| / shance whatever
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Amman telegram No, 802 te Fereipn Office
-2 -

¢hance whatever of success, He said he had, in fact,

; eccased to worry abont the Syrian situsation and thought __H//,x

that the rigging of the electiens (see my telegrsm 794)
was a mch more serious matier,

——

Foreign Office please pass Washingtem 92,
Tel Aviv 73, Baghdad 107, POMEC (Aden) 26 and

{Reptated as requested]
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Addressed to Forsign Office telegranm %o, 306 of September 30.

Reneated for information to Kuwait Betrut
o Bahrein Baghdad
RS Fashington PCHEC ~(Cyprus)
N Tel AViV POTEG (Aden)
A Caire o PR,
e

-

vy telegram Mo. 303 (not to all), 3 e

T had & long talk with the—?fﬁm@fﬂihister this morning.

T zaid thet I had been somewhai worried about the risks invelved
ju imaediaste recognition of new Syrian Govermment, The Prinme
H;ﬂister gsaid that he nhad besn awars of a goacern abwt .hese risks,

5 had, howaver, before sgrazing to recognitlon Lwen himself in tonch
nvith the new Syrian Governnsat snd had satisfied himself thai they
wore in eontrel and were reputable, noderats and regresentative, He
liew mary of them personally, and could assure me that they would
have no inclination to turn to the Russians, Most of them were
noderately right wing, and aperd from the experienced politiciens,
the remainder were experts and techmicians in various flelds, He
snoke particnlarly weraly of the Prime ¥inister ond the new Minister
of Finance, who are well known to him personally. He alse imew
srme of the officers concerned, who wers entirely non-partisan,

2. He had expected that the Egyptians would at least bresk off
diplomatic relations with Jordan and was glad that they had not yei
NS 80,

L He added that he had been disturbed by reports of BEC
broadeasts and of the attiiude of the British Press on the situstion,
/ These
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Amman telegram No, 806 to Foreign Office,
n-2 L

ihese seemed to him to disparsge the new regime unnecessarily and

tc show undue distiress at the turn of events, He showed me a
report In the Press to the effect thal the BBEC had indicated that
the new Govermment might well turn to the Soviet Tniem, He sald
that he always admired our rormsl restraint and lack of emotion in
such natters, He also fully recognised thet any official comment
;:ad to be cautious and thet we woulid have 1o move slowly and
carefully over such matiers as racognition, Indeed, he welcomed
this becauvse ii provided no excuse for accusaiions of our eomplicity,
but he thought that we should at least sdopt a neutral and factusl
attitude, He was worried lest the Syrians should feel that they
had to answer some of the RIC statements and that ane of their first
acts might, therefore, be to appeer to quarrel with us, This might
turn them in the wrong direction,

be He added that he rad also hesrd comment o the effect that
“er Wajesty's Govermment were worrisd aboul the effect of recent
avents on the force in Kuweit, He could not understend why we should
be so worried, There wers few Egyptiar troops there and the position
of the other contingents wonld be mnchanged. Uuch statements merely
caused uneasiness snd night well have some dissdvantsgeous ffect on

ths t'orce,

D Ve ourselves have no means of [? zp, omitted] whether the
Prime i{inister's ststements are justified, but we 4id hear yesterdey
& BRC commentary in ¥nglish by Srskine Childers which seemed to us

to err in the directlon he supggested. A commentary on the General
Overseas Servicea at 1100 hours today coupled fulsome praise of Nasser
with & statement that "the Jordanian Sovermmenit's precipitate decision
to recognise the Syrian rebels might well lead to internsl disorders
in view of popular suppert for lHasser here," I, of course, tolé

the Prims Minister that we had no control over the sentiments

expressed by the REC or Press,

Ge I alzse teok the opportunlty of saying to the 'rime Minisier
that I hoped that the Jordanisns would not use this eprortunity to
re-start the propaganda war with Cairo, Nasser's speech yesterday
had indicated that he was prepared ic sccept the situetion, and an

sttampt to answer the fairly mild ettack on Jordan would only tend
/to mab
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Arman telegram o, 206 to Foreign Office,
B '

to rub salt into his wounds and perhaps provoke him, The Prime
Tinigter said that he sntirsly agresd and proposed to call the
director of the brosdcasting station in order to instrvct him
to moderate his comment which hae shown some gigns of beeoming
provocative, He agreed with me thet Jordean conld afford, in
these circumstances, to adopl a ressonsbly generous attitude,

Foreign Office pass to Xuwait No, 61, Bahrein Mo, 53,
“ashington Mo, 9%, Tel Aviv Yo, 76, Baghdad Mo, 109,
POCE (Aden) ¥Wo, 28 and PO (Cyprus) Wo, .

[Repeated as requestied]
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CONFIDENTIAL

OM AMMAN 70 VOREIGN OFFICE 5
PO AT IO O &Y
Cypher/0TP FOREIGN CFFICE (SECRET) AND

. VHITESALL (SECRET) BISTRIBUTION
My, Henniker Ms jor |

No. 808 P. 10.15 pJa. September 30, 1969
Septerber 30, 1964 R, 10,52 Dp.&. September 30, 1961

GEDIATE 4T
CONFIDENTIAL -8

fddresged te Forsign Office telegram No, 808 of September 30.
Repeated for information te Baghded PONEC (Cyprus)
W\n\ Beirnt Tel Aviv .
uhy Caire - POMEC (Aden) Washingtom
My telegram Wo. 806 ef September 30: Syria,

Vhen I calied e the Kimg this morming, His Majesly said
that he wished to plead mest sarnestly that Her Majesty's
Governzemt should reeognize the new Syrien Governmeanl as soun
a3 possible, Regegnition of the status gue was the best means
of ensurimg stability, and of amaking Hesser hesitate {e restore
his pesition by force. lie was sure i{hat the Gevernment was im
full contrel and was well dlspesed tewnrds the West., They weuld,
heowever, face ¢onsiderable difficulties and wenld require help
smd cnooursgement. Vhichever ef the msjor Pewers recegnized them
first would stand to roep 2 considepsble sdvantage, and there wmas
always the pessibility if Her Majesty's Gevermmenat amd the United
States Govermment appeared te celd-shoulder them, they might
turn elsewhere, He expected Iraq fo recognige secam; the Geverp~
ment haft-Been in teuch with him, but theugh pleasalhad been

unedrtain of exmet situation in Syris. He had reassured them, e
re garded recognition by Turksy as most satisfactory and important.
2. His Majesty went on to refer briefly te his disappeint

apout the BBC Brsadcasts, but sald that he knew thei the Prime

Minister had spoken t¢ me abeut this,

3. I te}d the King that I did net think that he ceuld
expect us, or that it weuld be wise for use, to act with meore
than normal speed over recegnition, but thet I woeuld report his
views t& you, I added that, ih view of the mildmess of Nasser's
speech, 11 seemed {o me unwise to preveke him unnecessarily by
nbilant or offensive redioc comment., His Msjesty said that he
dié net think that there was much further aetiom Nasser ceuld take,
I poimrted out that Nasser had been grievsusly hurt and might
easily e prevoked to lash out in some other direetien,

/ His Majesty
CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL
Aumpan telegram Ne, 808 o Fereipn Cffice
- 2 -

His Majesty agreed that Nasser's speech had been unﬂxpeéteély
medernte, and appeared to take the poimt, Siace the direeter
of the browdcasting station was waiting te see him, I am hepeful
that suitable imstructions may be givem, >

e I éid net, in ‘spe&kféng te the King, revert te the x
guestion ef Jerdan's recognition being dangerously prezsture,
His Mejesty had previously teld the Alr Adviser that he tpapght
Negser had no legitimete grounds fer complaint simee he had acted
ne mere quickly then lasser had done himself en the Breaksup ef
the Arab Unten,

5. I asked the Kipz whether he proposed new te withdraw
his troops frem their present forward pesitiens. He said that he
did net intend to do se at the mement; he theught it & wise
precauntionary measure still to keep them near the Syrian frentier,

6. 'The King subsequently summoned my Uniied States golleague
and spoke to him about the importance of recognition in much the
same termg., His chief interest was to stablilise the situatlem
but 1t must #¢ reaslised thet if the Syrisn Government were now
attacked by Nagser, Jorden woauld Be with them, Hacember teok
thic eppertunity to spezk in sccerdance with earlier instructioms
urging restraint, eprhesizing the very grave conseguences that
any armed cemflict micht have, and the serions view his Gevernment
would take of this, He full understcod His s jesty's feelings, bu
he heped he would inform him in advance of any action he prepesed
to tuke. The King undertook to keep in c¢lese touch with him,

7. The Xing bas since spoken to all other Ambassadsrs;
apart from the Tarks snd Irsnians, who have recognlzed, only the
Nationalist Chimese appeared te expect immediate recognitiom.

8. The King alse spoke to Mseember about his unhappiness
with American public cemment. Simce the Kimpg is clearly
disappointed with our lukewarmness towards events which eause
hir mdiluted satisfeetion, it weuld be useful if you could keep
me infermed nnd antherize me to tell him of any steps ysu take
tewards reeognition,

o OTEY B I Mt 1y T (Crema) 95,
[Repeated as requested
ALDVANCE COPTES T0:

?F to Soorotary
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eig of fWotern Department ead of WuR.AD.

CONFIDENTIAL

cCC



] | M L

o - e
e FO 3H /158783 2207
Plaase note that this copy is supplied subject to the Public Record Offica’s ierms and conditions and that your

tse of it may be subject to copyright restricons, Further information is given in the enclesed "Terms and
Conditions of supply of Public Records' leafiat

'[ Bk kA b v e g v s w I ——

' B L e—

% CONFIDENTIA
FRQ ATKARA TO FOREIGN OFFICE
_pher/CTP FOREIG? OFFICE AND
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Gir B. Burrows ;" 916{%§3
10,1357 777 Dy 1.56 p.m. September 29, 1961
september 29, 1961 R: 2,08 p.m. Septumber 29, 1961
DMEDIATE
CONFIDENTTAL

Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No,l of September
hepeatsd for information %o :

Washlngton Apman

Tel AVAV Baghdad

Cairo , PONEC {Cyprus
/ \{(’{ (el ( ‘

iy telegrsam Ho,1355: Syria,

1 have now spoken to Deputy SecretaryeGeneral., The Turkish
Goverrment 3till have very little information about events in Syria
other then broadoasts and agency reports, They have not been able
to egtablish ecmmunication with their Consul-General in Damascus.
"hey spoke to their Consul-General in Aleppo this morning who
confirmed that the authorities there had now joined the revolutionary
novement and seid that there had been some shooting during the night,

9, Ministry of Foreign Affeirs yesterday issued the statement in

my immediately following telegram, 1 asked ¥, Hayta whether any
significance should be attached to the use of the word "Syria" rather
than "Imited Arsb Republie" and to the use of the two words "nations"
and "countries" in the second paragraph, He said that "“Syria" should,
for the moment at any rate, be understood in a purely geographical
sense and that the other phrase was a common formula and had no
special significance,

%. In spite of this explanation I am inclined %o suspect that en
equivoeal nugnce wag intended.

L. T told Hayta that we would very likely urge restraint in Ammsn
and Tel Aviv ard ssked him whether the Turkish Government thought
it might be useful for them to do the same in Baghdad. He said
thet the Turkish Government had not yet given any thought te action
in neighbouring countries, largely because they had no information
about resctiens there., As soon a8 they had some indication of

GONFIDERTIAL /reactions



P MMl Sy W Bl R \ R
r =

] l 1.1 me=
]
st FO 3N /1SZAEE 8
Please note that this copy is supplied subject to the Public Record Office’s termns and conditions and that your

use of it may be subject to copyright restrictions. Fusther information is given in the enclosed ‘Terms and
Conditions of supply of Public Records’ leaflet

* CONFTTENTTAL

Ankara telegrsw ¥o,13557 to Foreign Office
. N

reactions in Iraq, which they were expecting to learn at any
moment, he would get a decision on our suggestion snd hoped to
let sie know the angwer laier todey, He agreed strongly with
the view I expressed thet it was most important that the whole
matter should continue to bve regarced as a purely internal one.

5, On scanty indications so fsr available I think it unlikely
that the Turkish Govermment had any hand in the revelutios, but
it is likely that they will welcome re-establishment of an
independent Syrie unless there are clear indications of Communist

influence over it,

Foreign Office please pass Routine to Washington, Ammsn,
Tel Aviv, Baghdad and Cairo and PONEC (Cyprus) as my telegrams
los. 69,4,3,22,7 and A6,

[ Repeated as requested].

ADVANCE COFIRS;
Lord Frivy Seal

] Sir ¥, Hoyer Millar

b sir 3, Stevens

' Head of Bastern Depariment
idesd of N.I.AWd

Head of Central Department
Head of News Depsrtment
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DISTRIBUTION
MI'. Edden
No, 8 D. 10,50 a.m. September 23, 1961
September 29, 1961 R. 12,54 p.m. September 29, 1961
PRIORTTY
CONFIDENTIAL
Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No, 8% of
September 29, .
Repeated for information to:
Cairo Tehran
: Ammsn Bahraln
g Tel Aviv % POMEC (Aden)
Ankara N7 UKTS New York
Baghdad \\,gg Kuwait

Your telegram No, 6959 to Washington: Syris.

Press reports from Damascus immediately preceding the coup
spoke of tension and attempts by adherents of the Ba'ath and

g Commupist parties to stir up campaign against the Union.

; Lesflets of unknown origin demanding return to Syrian autonomy
were said to be circulating in Damascus on September 27. There
was reckoned to be no question, however, of the Syrians support-
ing Sarraj.

2, Impression here is that final side-tracking of Sarraj may
have triggered off the Army move (presumebly based on earlier
planning) agsinst Egyptisn domination simply because it was
Sarrsj, and he alone who had a grip on the Syrians. Dropping of
Sarraj at the precise moment thset centralisation process resched
its peak, in the hope that Amer could replace him, was on this
basis a serious miscalculation on Nasser's part, At the same
time noticesble lack of programme or personslities in yesierdsy's
proceedings, and appearance that revolutionarlies were feeling
their way seem consistent with earlier estimeates that Syria,
though discontented with the Union, lacked leadership round which
this could easily focus.

3, 'There have been no suggestions here on any outside involve-
ment., o
Lha
CONFIDENTIAL
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Beirut telegram No, 836 to Foreign Office

-2*

4o A manifesto signed by "Revolutionary Regional Commend of
the Bdath Arab Socialist Party" {a dissident Basthist faction)
circulating in Beirut yesterday expressed disapproval of the
insurrectionary movement in Damascus and proclaimed Baath
support for President Nasser, There has been no reaction yei
by the Baath "National Headquarters" in Beirut.

5, We have not yet met anyone who was in Damascus yesterdsy
but L'Orient this morning ¢laims to have eye-witness reports that
between 9,30 and noon there were orderly demonsirations in the
Damascus streeis and c¢ries of "Down with Nasser, down with the
tyrant"; there was a fairly gemeral substitution of the Syrian
for the U,A,R, flag and photographs of President Nasser were
taken down; and people in the streets congratulated and
embraced one another,

Foreign Office please pass Tel Aviv No, 23, Ankars No, 69,
Baghdsd No. 156, Tehran No. 5k, Bahrain No, 120, POMEC (Aden)
No, 11, UKMIS Kew York Ho. 11 and EKuwait No, 64.

[RBepeated as requested, also repeated to Washington on
departmental instructions.]

EXXEX
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CONFDENTIAL
reign Office telegram No, 6959 to Waghington
-?

3. The lime which News Department are taking will be
telegraphed separately, We have deliberately met stated publicly
our belief that the imgpirstiemsof the revelt seems to be interndl
to Syria, for fear that Nasser might misinterpret this as an
indicatior of a guilty conscience, You gould however draw
atientism to the faet that Nasser does not seem te have suggesteéd
that revelt has externsl encouragenent,

T T S T )
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P CONFIDENTIAL
FROM FOREIGY OFFICE 10 AMMAN
7rher/OTP & By Bag FOREIGY OFFICE_AND

WEITERALL DISTRIBUTION

No,10
September 28, 1961 D: 5,46 p.m. September 28, 1961
DAEDIATE
CONFIDENTIAL
Addressed to Amren telegysm No,103) of September 28
And to : Ankara {Immediate] No2002,
Baghdad{ ITmmediate] Ko.1758
Beirut {Inmediate] Keo.111.
Repeated for information to : Caire [Priority]
; Tel Sdv{Priorliy]
;_ And Saving to : washingten No.L79%

é UKMis New York Yo .2289

5 ¥y telegram Ne.6959 to Washingten [of September 28:
- Syrian offjcers.]

| Aceording to Mena correspondent in Damasous, the leaders

of the revolution are said to be Brigadier Abdul Ghani {YDubman),
Commander at Gatana, and Colonel Haydar Kuzbari, Commender of the
Camel Corps, Telegrams of support for them are claimed by
pamascus Radio to have been sent by Brigadier Rifat Kheiri,
Commander of the Southern Area, Colonel Asad Tabbakh, Commander
at Al Qabul, Brigadier Farhan Rafani, Commander at (?) Al Nakb,
and Lieutenant-Colonel Almed Safi Wani Commander at Qutayfah,

2, Please report any information avout these officers or any
indication of their being in touch with the Govermment to which
you are accredited.

g e e s
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- CONFIDENTIAL
FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TC ANKARA

Cypher/0TP FOREIGN OFFICE AND WHITEHALL
DISTRIBUTICN
No. 2003 D, 3,20 p.m, Septenber 28, 1961

September 28, 1961

EMERGENCY
CONFLDENTIAL

hddressed to Ankara telegram No, 2003 of September 28,
: Repeated for information to Ammen [Emergercy]
: Tel Aviv 1

Beirut [Tmmediate] Cairo [Immediate)

: Baghdad " New York "
Tehran " Washington "
Bahrain " Kuwait "
POMEC (Aden) ¥

Ky telegram No. €959 to Washington [of September 28: Syrial.

Please concert urgently with the Turkish Government and ask
; then

(a) for their views sbout the revolutionary movement;

(b} whether they would think it advisable for the Turkish
Government 1o exchange views with the Iragls and, if
necessary, mwrge restraint on them in parallel with the action
we are proposing to take in Amman and Tel Aviv.

2, Subject t0 the views of Her Majesty's Ambassador at Baghdad,
it seems to us that there is little restraining action which we
or the Americans c¢an teke in Beghdad, We would however welcome
an estimate of the Iragi attitude and Her Majesty's Ambassador
has discretion 10 exchange views with the Traqgis.

CONFIDENTIAL
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FROM_AMMAK TO FOREIGN OFFICE
Cygher/CTP FOREIGN OFFL SEC

D] ICN

Mr. Hennlker-Kajer
Ne, 784 . D: 1.15 a.m. September 29, 1961
3 september 28, 1961 R: 1.28 a.m. September 29, 1961

IMEED;ATE
SECRET

Addressed te Ferelgn Office telesram No, 78, of September 28,

Hepeited for infermatioen te: Washingten Caire
il Beirut POREC (Cyprus)
e S Damascus Baghdad
> . gnd Saving te: Jerusalem

J

My telegram Ne. 782, parsgrarh & and your telegram No, 6959~
to Washingten,

Uniied States Ambasseder saw the King this afterneen,
when ihe King was under the impression that mevemsnt had failed,
He teld His Majesty that he and T had dlscussed the situation
snd that he was speaking on dehalf of beth ef us, since we ;
did noet have any infermation ®eyend that centained in Beirut__,v~{ms}§5
telegram No, 834 and did net wish to disturb him separately. "1

2, He found the King almest witheut any infermetion ateut
nature of mevement and persennel invelved. He thought that
His Majesty, though diseppointed with latest infermation frem
Damascus, Wat in a relaxed and sensible meed, The Zing salé
that he had cancelled precautionsxy move of treeps tewards
the frentler, since this now seemed likely te¢ serve ne purpese,
In respense te Macember's enguiry he sald that if he dié move
treops it weuld be purely fer defensive anéd pelicing purpeses,
and agreed that Ambassader ceuld assure his Government te
this effect.

3. After hesring later Damascus breadcast saying that
rebels had assumed centrel the King telephened again te
Hacember saying that he had again erdersd precautienary meve ef
his treeps. He asked te be given any further infermaiilon
which might be received, angd snia that he feund the situation
very nerve-racking,, Hacomher s general impression was that
the King was not anticipating any precipitate action,

[

L. T anm reperting separately such information about
troop movements as we have been able to get. Alr Adviser
tells me that AirForce has been steod down tenight and that
he has ne indication that any further actien is centemplsated.
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