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(iii) Mr. Crowe should "be "briefed by telegram for Ms

meeting with Mr. Heikal on November 28. It

might help us to get through the last hoop - the

transition from Charge" df Affaires to Ambassador -

if Mr. Crowe were authorised at this stage to

speak along the following lines: H.M. Government

propose that when the re-establishment of

diplomatic relations at the level of Charge's

d'Affaires is agreed Mr. Crowe himself will become

the United Kingdom Charg3 d'Affaires. He should

add, however, that H.M. Government have in mind

the appointment of a senior and experienced

member of the Foreign Service as Ambassador in

due course and they have earmarked such an officer

who will be made available when the time is

considered ripe. Mr. Crowe should be told that

we have Mr. Beeley in mind but his name should

not be passed to Mr. Heikal at this stage. With

regard to procedure we could inform Mr. Crowe that

we agree with that proposed in paragraph 2 and in

the last sentence of paragraph 3 of his telegram

No. k&k, and that the identity of the Charge's

d'Affaires should be disclosed in the communique

if the Egyptians are ready to do this.

November 23. 1959

& ,
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The Private Secretary confirmed to me that the Secretary

of State did not wish to proceed with the minute to the Prime

Minister which was originally attached to this submission.

He will consider the question of who might "be appointed as

Ambassador to Cairo as a separate issue and is still thinking

about this. I have cancelled and detached the minute and am

keeping it in the department.

JV A
(J.G.S. Beith)

November 2k, 1959.

CONFIDENTIAL
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Minutes.

Mr. Hancock's letter of October k»

Mr. Hancock has misread Guidance
Ho. 329, the last paragraph of which
promises the record by bag of the
conversation on September 26 between
the Secretary of State and the U.A.R.
Foreign Minister, not between the Prime
Minister and President Nasser. Record
of the Foreign Ministers' talk wassent
by bag to Tel Aviv on September 28.

2. However, we are y^9sitfktei&f at fan It
in not having copied the fuller record
of the Prime Minister's discussions in

'
3." I submit a short reply to Mr.
Hancock and have asked for this
to be oepiod. re- -

u

(P. VT'O'egan)
October 6* I960.

M.F.P.
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BRITISH EMBASSY,

:-, TEL AVIV,

(1059/60) " ' October 4, 1960.

Foreign Office telegram No, 329 Guidance of September 29
says that a record of what passed between the Prime Minister
and President Nasser in ITew York is being sent by telegraph
or by bag to the posts concerned.

2. We have not got anything here yet, but no doubt something
is on the way. I am quite sure to be asked about this next
time I go to the Ministry for Foreign Affairs. If, therefore,
the Guidance which is probably on its way does not say what
I can tell Yahil (or Mrs. Meir, if she is back), perhaps you
would have this looked into.

3. There has been quite a lot of speculation about what the
two great men talked about. I enclose, as an example, a
summary of what one of the papers said on October 3.

y

K
(P. F. Hancock.)

J. G. S. Beith, Esq., C.M.G.,
Levant Department,

Foreign Office,
London, S.W.1 .

CONFIDENTIAL
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Lamerhav London correspondent reports reliable

circles as stating that Israel is the main stumbling

bloc preventing the restoration of diplomatic ties

between Britain and the United Arab Republic.

It seems that in his meeting with Mr. Macmillan,

Nasser took great pains to induce Britain to suspend

her aid to Israel. In reply to Nasser's complaint on the

continuation of British aid to Israel, Mr. Macmillan -

during whose term of office the Anglo-Egyptian relations

were strengthened - replied by pointing at the arms

recently sent by Britain to the Arab States.

This reply did not satisy the Egyptian dictator

and while a considerable progress is seen towards the

possibility of creating a convenient climate for an

Angle- Egyptian rapprochement, it seems that Nasser would

persevere in his pressure on Britain to weaken her ties

with Israel before agreeing to any full Anglo-Egyptian

settlement.

October 3, 1960.
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1 CC7ISEO

MINISTER_gF_THE_y^ITEp_ARAB_REPUBLIG

Dr. Fawzi invited the Secretary of State

to lunch tftday. Also present were the

Minister of Guidance of the U.A.R., the

Permanent Representative of the U.A.R. at the

United Nations, Mr. Arfhmed Talaat, Sir

Patrick Dean, Mr. Beeley and Mr. Samuel.

2. After some social conversation, the

§®ci§M'QL2lL§iSi® asked Dr. Fawzi for his

views on the subject of consulates. Mr_.__Talaat,

invited by Dr. Fawzi to comment, said that

they would like to have consulates in Kuwait,

Nairobi, Bar es-salaam, Liverpool, Singapore

and Hongkong. He declined to put these in any

order of priority, but the two to which he

himself seemed to attach most importance were

Kuwait and Liverpool. prA_Fawz:i suggested that

agreement might be reached in principle on a

list, while at the same time we might indicate

to the Government of the U.A.R. that we would

like to postpone the actual establishment of

one or more of the posts for the time being.

Mention was made in the same context of United

Kingdom consular posts in DamascusJ and

Alexandra, but no direct connexion was estab-%
lished between this and Dr. Fawzi's suggestion.
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zi then went oa to discuss an exchange

of Ambassadors. He said that it would be desirable

for the names of the two Ambassadors-Designate to

be submitted reciprocally at more or less the same

time. He suggested that agreement might be reached

now on a date for the submission of the two names,

and suggested that it might be in one or two

months. The Secretarv__of__State said that he would

•consider both these questions on his return to

London and would convey his conclusions to Dr.

Fa.wzi In New York.

4. Conversation then turned to the possibilities

of cooperation in the fields of trade and technical

assistance. The Egyptians said that they would

like to see an increase of direct trade between

the two countries. They also believed that there

were openings for British technical assistance

and capital in connexion with the two Five-Year

Plans of the U.A.R. Agreements had already been

r e a c h e d, wit h i ri t h e f r am e w o r k of these p 1 an s,

with West Germany Italy and Denmark. They wouid

weicome British assistance also, and Dr^_Fawzi

suggested that we should obtain copies of the

two Five-Year Plans and should study them in

order to see what proposals we were in a position

to make for British participation. He seemed to

be at least as Interested in technical assistance

/OQ/ <_.<.• D
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as in capital, and said that he thought the

importance of the former was often underestimated.

Finally he indicated in rather vague terms that

he "believed there was a field for U.A.R.-British

cooperation outside the territory of the U.A.R.

itself. In saying this he seemed to have two

possibilities in mind: first, that British firms

might find Cairo a useful centre from which to

develop their trade in the Middle East and parts

of Africa; and secondly, that there might he a

field for "business partners^Between British and

EgTDtian interests. The Secretarv__of_State
C_^r.7 _L~ —™—w«—.™—

pointed out that our resources were already

stretched "by the technical and financial assistance

we had ate*=3y undertaken to give, primarily to

Commonwealth countries. But he thought the

possihilltles outlined by Dr.'Fawzi were worth

exploring, and said that we would certainly be

ready to look at the Five-Year Plans with this

in view.

CONFIDENTIAL
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October 13, I960
I: 12*55 P.M. 13*

AddrosseA to Foreign Office telegram Ho. 782 >f Octô ear 13
Repeated for information to: UKMis New Yark

and Saving t»: WashiBfften
Beirut

Baghdad
Aman

If
Your telegram No, 97V. Exchange *f Amliassad«r8.

Since action proposed arises «ut of a sutgestioi liy Dr
Fawsi, I think it would Iw Tiest if the next step were taken
in New York with him.

2* Nasser and his closest atrisers however have mow all
returned to Cairo and. I thiBk there would lie adramtaje if I were
to follow up whatever is salt in New fork with Ismail, the new
Under-Secretary In the Ministry «f Foreign Affairs* If you
thimk it appropriate I could also speak to Heikal whom I shall
proTiaily lie seeing IB the aert few tays.

Foreign Office pats Priority to New York as my telegram N©.60
and Sating to Washinftem, Paris, Baghdad and Aiaaaii as By telegrams
lorn. 51, 22, 52 and 42 respectively.

as re



1 2

Ret

cms PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE

'-•-Fib 2>~7/ //S^D^SS*
ins I 1| I

^T>^r>i
2

Please note that this copy is supplied subject to the Public Record Office's terms and conditions and that your
use of it may be subject to copyright restrictions. Further information is given in the enclosed Terms and

Conditions of supply of Public Records' leaflet

.. __ „., „ ,. „ , .

Tkfc

CONFIDENTIAL

\/d fir. M

UNITED KINGDOM MISSION
V ;

the.UNITED NATIONS,

October 8, 1960.

I enclose a copy of the record of
conversation at Pawzi's lunch for the
Secretary of State yesterday. The subject
of Ambassadors was raised by Fawzi himself,
and his suggestion that we should nottf agree
on a date for the exchange of requests for
agre'ments had every appearance of a formal
proposal. I do not know whether he in
fact had Nasser's approval to make it, and
I suppose we must keep our fingers crossed.
But the Minister of State thinks, and I agree,
that we should take up Fawzi's offer as soon as
possible and suggest a date about the middle
of November. There was no attempt, in our
conversation yesterday, to link the question
of Ambassadors with any of the other subjects
discussed.
2. You will no doubt talk this all over with
the Secretary of State himself. The
atmosphere at the lunch was exceedingly friendly

p̂/̂ z}̂
(P. Dean)

Sir F. Hover Millar, G.G.M.G., C.V.O.,
Foreign Office, S.W.I.

CONFIDENTIAL
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Cypfeer/OEP and . FCREICjl Off IC1 AMD WHITEHALL
By Bag • 'D

Ho.. 974
October 12, 1960 D. 2.12 p.au October 12, 1960

PHICHOT

Addressed to Gairo telegram Ho. 97-1 of; October12.
Repeated for information Saving t© OSfis -lew York Ho; 2085

Washington Ho. ^6i1
Beirut lo. 371 -
Paris Ho. 339©
Baghdad Ho, 132
lanas Bo. 159

During Itiaeheon in lew York on October 7, the U.A,R«
Foreign Minister, Br« Fawzi, and I discussed later alia
the exchange of Ambassadors (record by bag), 'He -said"that it
would be desirable for the names of the two Ambassadors-designate
to be submitted reciprocally at sore or less the same time. Be
suggested that agreement might be reached now on a date for the
submission of the two nases, and that it might be in one or two
months*

2. I want this followed mp iHnediately either ill Hew York or Cairo.
We would say that, as the U.A.R. are aware, a United Kingdo*
Ambassador for Cairo was provisionally selected some time ago.
An exchange of names could therefore, so far as we are concerned,
be arranged at short notice. Should we aim at siflnittiag names
by the middle of NovenberT This procedure would in effect be tanta-
mount to seeking agrement on-either side. l&ereafter we could
agree on dates for arrival, and on a forsala for the necessary
aimotuacesent. Biis would doubtless refer to the Ministerial
exchanges at the United Hatiobs which haw just taken place.

3« Please adYise where you think this action should be takea,
bearing in mind local considerationa.
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Draft.

Telegram to :—

S N.Y.

JTV , * i '—|ir| s|ov|ld
"Teach a*ddr!ssle(s)5.JA4"—• J...*,..|...A.-." / "5 /

" - * ^* .̂..i,...;..,.iiV..?..Lr/ • ' >^
a i I L»*M«w«..;i "

No. LJ&SL5

(Date) 11J1.&

And to :—

•ity classification]
L —i^ any J

CONFIDENTIAL

[ Codeword— if any]

Address to
UKMIS NEW YORK

telegram No .̂ 2:3...̂ . (date) !.3..Ji.t>

repeated for information to ..... QflJuCQ ...... C.E.Q.Ut.lne...} ...... and Saving

ca

O

o
Z

En Clair.
Code
Cypher

Distribution :

Cairo telegram No. 782 [of October 13]

Exchange of Ambassadors.

Please now follow the matter up with

Dr. Fawzi on the lines indicated in ray

Flag \ telegram No. 97k to Cairo. When you have

reported the result, H.M. Charge df Affaires

at Cairo should act as proposed with the

U.A.R. Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Copies to : —



Please note that this copy is supplied subject to the Public Record Office's terms and conditions and that your
use of it may be subject to copyright restrictions. Further information is given in the enclosed Terms and

Conditions of supply of Public Records' leaflet

UNITED KINGDOM MISSION

to the UNITED NATIONS,

NEW YORK.

RESTRICTED October 17^ 1960

1061/Hi £c)

Dear Department,

Please refer to Sir Patrick Dean's
letter of October 8 to Sir F. Hoyer
Millar, enclosing a copy of the record
of conversation at Dr. Fawzi's lunch
for the Secretary of State. In line b
of this letter, "we should not agree"
should read "we should now agree".

Yours ever,

' I f f

Levant Department,
Foreign Office,
London S.W.I.
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Mr. Samuel

I imagine that when President Nasser comes to see the
Prime Minister this afternoon, most of the conversation will
turn on current events in the U.N. - President Eisenhower's
reply to the five neutrals, proposal sfreconstituting the
Secretariat, disarmament, etc. On all these points, the
Prime Minister and the Secretary of State may have the
opportunity of expounding the British point of view to Nasser.

2. I hardly imagine that they will want to say much
more about the U. A. R.- Jordan dispute though, if as is to be
hoped King Hussein makes a moderate and constructive speech
this morning, they might perhaps call attention to this and
urge that the Egyptians show a similar spirit and make a
serious effort to get their relations with Jordan on to a
more 3revel keel,

~5. As regards the particular question of relations
between the U.K. and Egypt it was agreed at the last meeting
that it might help if this matter were discussed further
between the Secretary of State and Dr. Pawzi. In fact, there
has not yet been any opportunity for such a meeting, so perhaps
the Secretary of State could have a word on the subject with
Dr. Pawzi at the end of this afternoon's conversation. I
think all that the Secretary of State need say is that, as
already agreed/he will look into the question of Consulates
on his return to London, and see whether some way cannot be
found of meeting the desiderata of both Governments; that we
will in the meantime, do our best to stimulate contacts
between the two countries in other fields - e.g. business visits
cultural activities, etc.; that we are glad that it has been
possible to arrange for these meetings between Nasser and the
Prime Minister and that we would like to be able to continue
*h«3is contacts at a high level since we feel that tnis^is one
of the best ways of bringing about a real improvement in our
relations. That being so, we feel that it would be to the
advantage of both countries if Ambassadors could be exchanged
before much longer; in the meantime, we would hope tnat it
would, at all events, be possible for Mr. Crowe, on his
return to Cairo to have rather more frequent meetings with
Egyptian Ministers and perhaps an occasional conversation witn
President Nasser himself.

L Finally the Secretary of State might say a word to
Dr. Fawzi about the Zarb case on which I have already
submitted a separate minute.

October 5. I960

Copy to:-
Mr. Bligh _

" *t/|o
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Sir George Hendel's conversation with I
Heikal ©n October 7. %

I met Mshammed Heikal, the editor of the Ahram and

a. friend of President Nasser, at a small dinner given by

Mr. Woodrow Wyatt, M.P. ©n October 7. The other guests

were Mr. John Strachey, M.P., Mr. Michael Berry of The

Daily Telegraph and Mr. George Malcolm Thompson of the

Daily Express. There was a great deal of general discussion

about Anglo-Egyptian relations.

2. In reply t© my questions Heikal, wh® had just come

from New York, confirmed that the Prime Minister's talks

with President Nasser had done a greal deal t© improve the

atmosphere. But he referred several times to the deep-

rooted suspicion of British policy entertained in Egypt

and implied that this would take a long time to die out.

I took the obvious line of pointing t© present British

policy in Africa and Asia as showing what nonsense it was

to talk of British "imperialism" and "colonialism". I did

not want to argue about the past. One could go back

indefinitely to past mistakes on all sides and this would

lead nowhere. What was needed now was t© look forwards

and not backwards, and t© make a fresh start with a clean

sheet. Our policy everywhere showed that we for our part

were ready t© do this.

3. Heikal having eventually agreed about this, I said

that it seemed to me that what greatly added to the

difficulties of the situation was the virulence and

mendacity of the propaganda poured ©ut against us by the

Egyptian press and radio. Mr. Woodrow Wyatt and Mr.

Strachey strongly supported me. This led to a rather

futile argument as t© whether the personal hostility of

the Daily Express to President Nasser (which Mr. Thompson

/tried
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tried - very ineffectually - to defend) was not equally

miscnevous. I pointed ©ut that the Egyptian propaganda was

much more violent and untruthful than anything ever said in

this country. Heikal1s only defence was that he and his

friends could never forget the days of the British

occupation and the contempt with which the Egyptians had

then been treated. He described his own anti-British

activities with seme very unpleasant details. But we

eventually got him back t© admitting that this was all ©Id

history and that a fresh start ©ught now to be made.
«VVu. ̂yr'Au.̂

U. The question/©f the Egyptians towards King Hussei&r

of Jordan was then raised and Mr, Woodrow Wyatt made a strong
sffx a *

and effective defence ©f King Hussein, The £*e*$( of "this was

somewhat marred by Mr. Strachey, who seemed ill-informed on

the subject, saying that everyone knew that King Hussein was

simply a "puppet ®f the British". Mr. ?s?©odrow Wyatt and I

strongly protested at this obvious falsehood,but I do n©t

think that we were able to shake Heikal^wh© showed no sign of

being ©pen t© conviction ©n this question. Heikal also^ef

course,took the orthodox Egyptian line about the Bagdad Pact

which he tried as usual, but with little success, t© represent

as being anti-"Arab rather than as a defence against Communist

aggression.

5. On Communist and Russian policy generally, Heikal

was at pains to emphasize that Nasser was strongly anti-
i-u-1 &V*t«<L

Communist,/neverJto "Become a tool of Russian designs. He
N At

perhaps carried more conviction on the first point than ©n

the second, particularly when he tried, rather half-heartedly,

to defend Mr. Lummumba's activities in the Congo.

6. Mr. Strachey raised the question ©f Israel and we

emphasized that whatever might have been the situation in the

past, Israel was now a fact of life. Heikal took the line

that the Arabs now accepted this,and had no intenti©n ©f
/trying
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trying to drive Israel int© the sea, but that they could

not recognise Israel until effect had "been given to the

United Nations Resolutions. Mr. Woodrow Wyatt asked

whether the Arabs would accept any new United Nations

resolutions. Heikal said that this would be

impossible.

7. Heikal gave me a long account of the social and

agricultural reforms which President Nasser was trying

to bring about in Egypt, particularly as regards the

reduction of rents, the co-operative use of farming

machinery, the development of desert areas etc., but this

is probably all sufficiently well-known^and I need n©t

therefore record what he said.

8. At one moment one of the guests asked what would

happen if President Nasser were to die or disappear. I

thought the question rather tactless, but it gave Heikal

the opportunity of explaining that President Nasser was

not so much a personality as a1 symbol"and that as suc^his

influence would certainly be permanent.

9. The c©nversati©n was occasionally embarrassing,

particularly when Mr. Thompson took part in itjand a

certain number of remarks were made which I thought rather

inopportunejbut Heikal seemed to take it in very go@d part;

and when I left he waa particularly cordial to me and said
~ Vt—

that he h®ped that if ever I went back to Egyptwe might

/meet again.

**/• 4** <&*£*<*) O

/>
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P.H.G.Wright,

Cairo

from

J.G.b.Beith

1>OCT1960

tit&tr
CONFIDENTIAL

You may like to have

Hassaneia Heikal's visit.-

2. He arrived a day late and was met at the

airport try Colin Crowe and a member of the

Department. His first appointment was a talk

with Roger -tevens on October 5, of which you

will already have seen a record. The discussion

was in fact a follow-up of the after-dinner

conversation the night before at the Crowe* s,

Heikal talked pretty freely and it was useful

that he undertook to put the idea of a

propaganda truce with Jordan to President

Nasser. I hope you will be able to follow

this up. We are asJsiftgftTTe""Secretary -of

State tey£u3k King Hussein to co-operate,

grt«yifi4J«û >U*s*4 the Egyptians prove willing.

~j>. Unfortunately, Heikal showed no

disposition to take up our offer that he should

confront officials of the B.B.C. Arabic Service

with his complaints about their treatment of -fcke

/East**** E/ews. Neither would he accept *fee- <*.

luncheon invitation from the Directors of

the Shell Company, on the grounds that he did

not know any of them.

14.. We had hoped to arrange for him to meet

the Secretary of State for the Colonies in

order to hear at first hand something of our

policy in Africa, but the idea did not commend

itself to Mr. Macleod.

5. The vVoodrow Wyatts gave a dinner on

October 7, so that he could meet some political

personalities oixJ»j»sî J*̂ >ttu>'>̂ a. i Ac. It was,

however, a difficult time to get hold of Labour

Members of Parliament - or indeed any Members of

Parliament. /6» •••
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6. The principal event on the programme was

luncheon given "by the Lord Privy Seal at

1, Curlton Gardens on October 7» Sir Lionel

Heald and John Foster were there; unfortunate: y

Martin Lindsay, the Chairman of the Anglo—U.A. 1

Parliamentary Group, could not come.

Colin Coote of the Daily Telegraph 'was there•

Heikal was accompanied by the U.A.R. Charge

d1Affaires. You may be interested by the

following short account of what passed.
*tfe,

7. Heikal seemed a little bit'stra*fe«*

at first (he had previously said that

he would know no one except me) and the

Charg£ d'Affaires was as usual very shy in

general conversation. This was the order of

the day for most of the meal since there were

only eight people at the round table at

Carlton Gardens. However we drew Heikal

into the conversation where we could.

Towards the cheese, Sir Lionel Heald

asked Heikal to tell us what people felt in

Egypt about this country and he then had an

opportunity to hold forth for about twenty

minutes. This he did very eloquently and

on much the same lines as during the meeting

at the Foreign Office (see the record of

October 5). He insisted that we must

make allowances for Nasser's revolutionary

role and should not expect him to act all the
•?<*»p*vJ *> t*̂ **

time as gr~statesman. He seemed to look at

things in the broadest and the most up-to-date

terms - not perhaps altogether surprising in

a journalist. As before he made a great point

of the situation between the U.A.R. and
/Jordan
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Jordan and gave the impression that the

sorest point of all for the U.A.R. was the

suspicion that our influence in the Middle

East still operated in opposition to Nasser's
a

ambitions as/leader of Arab nationalism.

Our connexion with Jordan was one example.

References to the Tripartite Declaration or

anything connected with Suez were also, he

thought, about the most provocative things

from the point of view of President Nasser.

At one stage the Charge1 d'Affaires tried to

dragein a number of points of detail

e.g. the free transit dispute, the position

of the refugees in thenlight of the

United Nations resolution, the question of

consulates and so on. j Heikal "brushed

\
this aside. He said that the Canal

transit dispute did not matter. We took one

position and the Egyptians took another:

could agree to differ. Even as regards

Palestine and the refugees, he did not think

that the problem was insoluble or necessarily

damaging to Anglo/U.A.R. relations. The U.A.R.

would like to find a solution but there must be

a "law" to govern a settlement. He used this

word s.: "law" over and over again and I take it

to mean some international resolution or settle-

ment arrived at in the United Nations. When the

lord Privy Seal suggested it might be

reasonable to get the parties together and

negotiate a settlement Heikal was insistent

that the U.A.R. could not accept this. They

could only accept something laid down, say, by

international court or an international opinion.

/a.
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8. Goote raised the question of the

1951 officials without getting anywhere

very much. I made some friendly remarks

about the work which Heikal had done

in arranging a resumption of diplomatic

relations. Heikal himself spoke well and

passionately and I think that he may have

educative effect on the Members of

Parliament. For himself, he should have

been pleased at the trouble we took about

him but he is still farouche.
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(1045/60) BHITIiM DIPLOMATIC MISSION,,

October 11, I960.

I V.t
I think you should know that the question of the resumption

of full diplomatic relations and the exchange of Ambassadors
between the United Kingdom and the (JAR has been pretty well the
No. 1 topic of conversation in Cairo ever since the reports of
the Prime Minister's meetings with Nasser in New York started
to appear. The press has been taking the line that Britain is
now anxious to exchange Ambassadors and is making great diplomatic
efforts to this end. The prime Minister's talks with Nasser were
represented primarily in that light and there have been reports
on Reuters from l\Tew York about Anglo/UAR talks there following
the high-level meetings. Colin Crowe has been reported as being
about to return to Cairo urgently with special instructions.

2. The interest of our colleagues is very marked, and a-flettering
amount of attention has been paid to us at parties, clearly due
to their belief that great things are afoot rather than to delignt
in our company. My call on Hafiz Ismail on Saturday was widely
interpreted as being connected with an exchange of Ambassadors*
It is generally assumed that Harold Be'eley (whose designation is
common Knowledge here) is even now packing his bags and due to
arrive before trie end of the year,

3. AS usual, all officials are pokerfaceu, hiding behind the
excuse that Nasser's party has only just got oactc and nobody
knows anything* My guess is that they are probably thinking over
carefully whether, and if so how, to react to the meetings with
the Prime Minister. There has been virtually no editorial comment
and perhaps one indication of the present uncertainty is that two
journalists wellKnown to Parsons told him that they were intending
to publish last week articles about improved prospects of an
exchange of Ambassadors and in Anglo/UAH relations generally,
but that final publication of their articles would depend on the
censor, and that this would give an indication of the present
UAR view of Anglo-UAR relations. Neither article has so far been
published.

4. I am sending a copy of this letter to Harold Beeley in Ne-w York,

(P.Il.O.

J .G.S* rieith, "jsq.. , C
Levant Department,

foreign Office.
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BRITISH DIPLOMATIC MISSION,

CAIRO.

October 11, 1960.

AS you will have seen from the telegrams, I paid
my first call on general Hafiz Isuiail, tae new secret ary-
G^eneral or the Ministry Tor foreign Affairs , on the evening
of baturday Octooer o. This was to have oeen purely a
courtesy call, fixed for October 6, but it had to oe post-
poned owing to Nasser's arrival from New York. A certain
amount of ouainess naa accumulated in the meantime ami it
turned out to be a rather crowded session, leaving us little
time for general conversation.

a. general Ismall is in a way rather liKeaDle; ne is
ooviously extremely intelligent and capable, ana seems to
have taicen to his new duties like a duck to water, he has
a rather disconcerting habit of letting you do all the tal^in*
with the result that there are often pauses in the conversation
which one feels impelled to fill in by some oanality. It
remains to be seen how effective he is; out first impressions
in'Cairo are that he will be at least as good as his
oredecessor, Mured Ghaleb. I think he is probably one of
Nasser's oets and enjoys a considerable degree of access.
I noticed'with interest that when I asked him about
Lord Alexander calling on Hakim Amer he said that he would
talk it over with Amer himself; and he was with Nasser when
the latter met Nehru at the airport last night on the way
home from New York.

3 The only general conversation which we had was about
Africa. Ismail adopted quite a civilised line, and implied
that he was well aware of the difference between British
colonial rule and that of other lowers. At one point he
came perilously near to congratulating me on the independence
of Nigeria! jut even here there was tne usual anti-imperialist
undercurrent. I tried to draw him on how they felt about
Nasser 's visit to New. Yor* and the United Nations, out he
completely shut up' and changed tae subject rapidly.

*. TO sum uo, a fairly strong arid silent man who, while
oeing probably no less hostile and suspicious of us than
most others, is civilised -enough to conceal it and may turn
out to be heloful if the general atmosphere improves.

J.G.S. iJeith, ESQ.., C
Levant Department,

foreign Office.

CONFIDENTIAL
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CCHFIDEIH'IAL

FROM CAIRO TO FOREIGN QFFIC

mmim AND WHITEHALL
DISTRIBUTION

D: 2.34- p.m. October 13, 1960
1; 2.56 p.m. October 13, 1960

ly Canadian Colleague has just given me an accountl. of
part of a conversation at which he was present between President
lasssr and Roland Michener, Speaker of the Canadian House ©f
Commons, which took place on October 11. Nasser was explaining
the importance which he now attaches to personal contact between
Heads of Government. By way ©f illustration he referred to h&s
discussions with the Prime Minister in New York in cordial terns.
He said that he had found Mr. Maemillan a wash warmer personality
and mich easier to get on with than he would have expected from
his conventional preconceptions of a British Minister who had been
in power in 1956, As a result he had been able-; to agree with th«
PriEie Minister that the two countries could work together towards
n@rmal relations*
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WITH^TW ;gfeTgl ARAB REPUBLIC

MINUTE TO THE

PRIME MIHISTSR

FR0# THE

SECRETARY OP

STATE

You. will^see from Crowe's telegrams Mos.
dLCc/̂ wt-HT- ^~~

Dvember 21 that those io a

*tat the Government of the i.A.R.

will agree to the re-establishment of diplomatic
r*Jl-t C**J++-I

Z

relations at Charge1 dfAffaires level -in th»

near fTitura; and that they themselves may

appoint as Charge" d'Affaires to London someone

who will eventumlly become Ambassador.

2. I think that having regard to the

exeellemt relations with the Egyptian

authorities which Crowe has established during

his long rmn as Head of the British Property

Commission in Cairo, it would be desirable

that he should open the post as Charg£V£*«% V **%» .»—„ -__ _ ̂

d*Affaires, j I have, however, been giving some

thought to who our eventual Ambassador should

be and I have come to the conclusion that the

best candidate is Hajjaid Beeley, who as you

know is well-versed in Middle Eastern affairs,

enjoys excellent relations with the Arabs, and

has been No. 2 on our Delegation in lew York

for the past eighteen months, jr.

t̂  _I__ahou]

-Boolcy

s'

u/'

.e n

lyeimminj^-^cwe-teim, and also without
£^r X --'̂

mentioning names to authorise Crowe when he

next sees leikal to tell him that we have a

senior member of the Foreign Service.earmarked

to come to Cairo as Ambassador when the time

is ripe. This might help to smooth the path

liater.
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ESTABLISHMENT OF DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS;,
I

WITH THE UNITED ARAB REPUBLIC ,'

The conversation "between Mr. Crowe and Mr. Heikal

Flags A & B reported in Cairo telegrams Nos. 14-83 and 48U "brings the

resumption of diplomatic relations with Cairo a little

nearer, though the possibility of a last-minute setback

due to the activities of the anti-Heikal faction is still

well on the cards. It is interesting that the Egyptians

may "be thinking of appointing to London as Charge"

d1 Affaires a senior diplomat who may subsequently become

Ambassador. The time has come when we should perhaps

set in motion our plans for the provisional selection of

an eventual Ambassador after an initial period during

which Mr. Crowe would become Chargg d' Affaires.

2. The Secretary of State has informally sanctioned for

planning purposes the idea that Mr. Harold Beeley, Deputy

Head of the United Kingdom Mission to the United Nations,

should be our first Ambassador to the United Arab Republic,

Sir P. Dixon is aware of this plan but Mr. Beeley has

received no intimation of it at present.

3. In the circumstances I recommend the following

courses of action :-

(i) The Secretary of State may wish to let the

Prime Minister know what is in his mind. I

submit a draft minute.

(ii) If it is approved, I suggest that the Chief

Clerk should let Mr. Beeley know informally

what we have in mind for him. It will be

necessary at present to remain rather vague

about dates. Mr. Beeley could be told that

it was hoped he would be able to take up his

post in Cairo in the spring.

/(iii) Mr. Crowe

CONFIDENTIAL


