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CAIRO.

March 21, 1960.

Y de G

You will recall that when we discussed Consuluates with
lfurad Ghaleb on March 17 you told him that there were certain
general criteria which vere usually followed in relaticn to
the establishment of a consulate in & particular place. These
criteria were the extent ol the interests of ths country
applying, the number of its citizens, the amount of 1ts trade stc,
Murad Gnalek took this up and asked whother we wished to recsive
from the U.A.R. statemenis in justification of theirp claims to
open Consulates whers they had asksd to do soc. You indicated
that this might help in our consideration of the matter ang
might enable the question to be prized out of the Jjam in whiech
it now is. Ghaleb was clearly iqterested and indicatad that
he might follow this up with me in due course,

2 This lstler is simply & note for ths record. I will 1set
yeu know if Ghaleb follows it up.

Se = You will also recall that Ghaleb allsged that the Israelis
not only have a Consulate in Nairobi, but also Trade Agencles
in Tanganyika and Uganda, Can you find out if this is the
case? He aiso asked whether we would see objection to the

UV.A.R. having Trade Agsncies instead of Consulates,

P e,
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JeGeB. Beith, BEsqg., C.il.G.,
Levant Department,
Poreign Office.
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ey
BRITISH DIPLOMATIC MISSIQN
- RECEZIVTD 1 |
CATRO. AT W
March 25, 1960. 2 8 MAR 1960

VG 1031/45 |

N Seen e, ueﬂo%"b}.

Moore Grastggpig; has gsent me & copy of his latter to
you of March 10 a¥out BEgyptian suvspicions of our asctivities
in Beirut. I share Moore's indignation; indeed, I probably
get a good deal more vexed than he dees by arguing with
people who do not, or affect not to, bellieve onets dentals

of any kind of activity by members of H,M. Embassy and

others in suprort of the P.P.S., or other bodies.

= The trouble iz that these suspicions are a great deal
vore gerious than tittle tattle. As such I believe one
must try to smoke them out, It may be a losing battle, but
it one can get the Egyptians to say exactly what they ere
suspicicus avouwt at any given moment one may be able to show
their accusations to bes erroneoua and thus weaken beljief in
tham. And even 1iI onec fails (and belief in the plotting
capacity of the "British Intelligence" is almost bottomless)
it is surely useful to us to know what the Egyptlans are
thinking.

S The basic cause of these accusations is the dEgyptian belief
that British policy is fundamentally hostile to the only true
version of Arab nationalism, i.e. Nasserts version. The
Bgyptians argue that Britain fears that ths triumph of this
nationalism will drive her interests and Influence out of the
Avrab werid, Therefore Britain cannot tolerate the success of

tha U.A.R., the principal achievement of Arab nationalism so

far, and must be trying Lo counter-balance it by supporting its
external enemies such az Qasim, and to undermine it by supporting
its internal enemies such as the P.P.S. Credence is given to
the latter point by the fact that Syria is the traditional ifiddle
Eastern playground for intriguers. If, the Egyptiana argue,

the Israellis, the Turks, the Iraqis, the Jordanians and presumably
the Rusaiang, have sapents in Syria, then why not the British?
This line of argument l1s perfectly loglcal to the intelligence-
ridden mentaiity of ithe U.A.R. It is also possible, I supposse,
that adherenta of the P.PF.S3. are claiming that they have British
support simply in order to inflate thelr own importance. Againgt
all this background H.M., Embassy, Beirut, is bound to be the
target for suspicions of the kind.

/4.

3ir Roger Stevens, K.C.M.G.,
Foreign OfTice.
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4, I do not nead to tell you how infuriating this type of
Egyptian arguwentation can be, especlplly when it 1is
accompanied by the smug statement that the interlecutor is
not blaming us for following this policy of divide and rule:
he would do the same 1in our place. ' ’

5. The danger is that this particuler mythology is a political
fact here. Mourad Ghaleb has complained to the U.S8. Chargé
draffalires of our hostility to Arab nationalism, and he referrad
darkly to our support of “eertain organisations' when John

Beith saw hinm, We can probably only overcome these suaplcions
in due course by the proof of our actions. Meanwhile, we nust
try to bring thom out into the open as far as possible where we
stand g better chance ol demonstrating their absurdity. We
shall undoubtedly hesr some extremely unpalatable and offensive
remarks, But it is perhaps better that we should know what

13 being thought and saild rather than almply to dismiss suspicions
of our pood benaviour as intolerabls.

Be I am gending a copy of this letter to Moore Crosthwaite.

M e
O

(C» Tyem’é'fd
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When the U.A.R. Chargé d4'Affaires called on
e on March 31 at my request he raised the question
of the Ben Gurion visit. I again went over the %round
with him, repeating to him, by reference to Foreign
Office telegram No, 482 to Beirut and the record of
Mr, Profumo's" conversation of March 25 with the
%ﬁba?egg Ambassador, what had already been said to

g latter, - _

2, As regards the discussion of the Middle East at
the Sumnit, Mr. Khalil saild that the position of his
Governument was that they regarded Middle Eastern
questions as matters falling within the concern arnd
Jurisdiction of the Govermments of the area. They
were not. the concern of other powers and they did not
think that other powers had any locus -gtandi to
interfere with their affairs,.~this applied as much to
the U.G5.5.R. as to the West. I told Mr. Xhalil that
1 was already very familiar with this point of view
a3 a result of m¥aﬁeriod of service in Iran. We
would certainly ¢ Tull note of the attitudes of the
Governments of the U.A.R. in the matter,

5. As regards arms for Israel, Mr. Khalil did not
ask me any direct questions., He appeared to hsve
understood from the account which the Lebanese/gave
him of his conversation with Mr. Profumo that we

would not be supplying any further arms to Israel as

o result of the visits: of Mr. Peres and Mr, Ben Gurion,
He said, however, that he had found this rather
difficult to recontile with the answers given by

Mr. Allan to Mr, Foot in-the House of Commons on
March 16. The text is as follows:-—

Mr, Foot asked the Secretary of State for Foreign
ATfairs what requests Her Majesty's Govermnent
have received for the sale or transfer of rockets
or other arms to the Government of Isrsel.

Mr. R. Allan: In the view of Her Majesty's
Govermient, as & matter of general principle, it
'is not in the publi¢ interest to disclose whether -
or not requests for arms have been received from
foreign Governments, nor to state the extent, if
any, 40 winlch particular requests will be met.

Wr, Foot: Will the Minister give an assurance that
such requests as this would not in any circumstances
be met before the House had had an opportunity of
discussing the matier? | _

Mr, Allan: - I could not giﬁe such a blanket
agsurance as that.

Mr., Foot: ﬁhy not? '
- . - /After consulting

SEGRE?
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After consulting this I explained to ¥r. Xhalil that
the refusal to disclose what reguests were made by
foreign Goveriments was stamdarg'policy. I was sure
that the Govermment, of the U,A.R. would not wish us
10 disclose publicly any requests for arms which
they made to us, Mr, Khalil nodded. As regards the
second answer, namely Mr. Allan's refusal to give a
blanket, assurance, I told Mr, Khalil that the position
was complicated by the fact that we were still
fulfiiling what we undertook to supply in 1958, armd
that, any form of & bhnkel assurance was therefors
inasppropriate. '

4, 1 then enlarged somewhat on the basic considerations
which aflected our arms policy in the Middle East, T
quoted the Tigures of the heavy armaments we had )
supplied to Bgypt and Israsl respectively before 1950, .

I {0ld Kr. Khalil that one of the elements of the
problem which we naturally had to take into account

wers current reports that Hgypt was receiving _
substantial quantities of KIG 198 from the U.S.S5.R.

He murmered something evasively to the effect that

these had not yet been confirmed.

5. I then referrsed to the U.A.R. request made to

Mr. Crowe last Se?tember (Cairo telegram No, 376 of
September 4, 1959) for ammunition for 5.25 inch calibre
guns tor cdbtal defence. I told Mr. Khalil that we
had expressed willingness to supply but had heard
nothing more from the U.A.R. authorities, Meanwhile, we
had heen approached by .&-certain dr., Vidler of

3 Golden Square, W.l. who clalmed to De acting at the
tequest of the U.A.R., Fabassy in Madrid., His

enquiries related to these 5.25 inch guns and othier
arng, We were uncertain what to nake of this enquiry
since we did not know whether or not Mr. Vidler was

an anthorised asgent of the U,A.R. Governmermt.

Mr. Knalil undertook to find out, I told nim that we
would also be writing to Mr. Crowe,

6. Mr. Knalil asked me whether we had any news for
hin sbout a mission which might come here 10 discuss
the question of old contracts, a subject which he had
discussed with Mr, Crowe before his departure, In

consulation with Wr, Rothnie, who joined us brisefly

at this point, I told Mr., Khalil that we were looKing
into the whole question but that it was a problem of
setting our counter-clalms against Bgyptian claims and
there were & nunrber of metiters which we had to straighten
out, before we could suggest to the U.A.R. Govertment
what the terms of reference of the mission should be.

Y. I told Mr. Khalil that shortly before he arrived
I had hesrd that B,0.A.C., were encountering difficulties
about, desequestration. There was a risk that if they
did not succeed in being properly desequestrated very

/soon
SEORET
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soon they might have to delay the start of their

Cairo service stheduled for Anril 10. I added that

there had been no time for me to brief myself in detail
on this question but that having mentioned it in general
terms I would follow it up immediately with a letter to
nim setting out the full facts.

8. Finally, I raised with Mr. Knalif the question of
Consular activities at Alexandria and Damascus on the
basis of Calro telegrams Nos, 279-281, In particular
I said that I was sorry to think that the U.A.R. Goverrment
might believe that through being discbliging over this
question it could bring pressure on us over the wider
question of the opening of Consulates which, in our
view, was a separale matter. We were concerned with
trying to find practical solutions to dey-to-dsy
questiong, If we did not do go the effect on our
relations might be adverse. It did not seem probable,
and I was speaking on the basis of what I nmyself had
heard in Berne, that the Swiss would carry on for a
{%?th%r eriod, nor could we really reasonsbly expect
em to do so. '

2. Mr, Khalil did not attempt to c¢onceal that in the
mingd of his Govermment the two %uestions were closely
connected and that their refusal to allow members of
the Cairce mission to operate officially in Alexandris,
and Damascus was the direci result of our refusal to
agree to the Consulates they had asked for. He made
it equally c¢clear that they regarded their request as a
si whole and were not prepared t0 bargain sven.
individual posts, He said that it was a matter of
confidence. Thelr request was the acid test of our
gonfidence in them. I we did not trust them to behave
in Bast Africa how could they be expected to trust us?

10. 1 told him that we viewed this problem once again
from & practical point of view. In Alexandria and
Damascus, particularly the former, we hadepractical
requirements. I was quite prepared to believe thatl they
I one of the same kind in Liverpool. In the case of
the Bast African territories il was much harder o

see what practical need their Consulates would servs,

We had no*evidence of ary large mmber Oof U.A.H,
citizens in these territories, He must put himself

in the positicn of our colonial governors, who could

see no practical reasons for the U.A.R. request and whose
views. on U.A.R, policies and intentions were based
largely on what they heard over Cairo radio. Against
this backgrourd it was very difficult to believe that
the U.A.R. authoritiss did not have some sinister

motive in insisting on the opening of Consulates in
Bast Africa. Personally I should be delighted if the
could satisfy us that they had nu such motive. I would
certainly be only too ready to listen to anything he

had to say., In reply Mr, Khalil argued that the U.ALR.

/was anxious
SECRET
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was anxious to develops trade with East Africa. This
was a practical consideration. As for Cairo radio, he
thought our fears were exag%eratad. It wes, of course,
an Arab article of &aith that they should stand for the
independence and self-determination of dependent
peoples. They had not failed to observe that we were
moving along this road in Afriga and to applaud the
fact, These were the princips@s which were enshrined
1in the Charter of the United Nations and to which he
knew we subscribed. He could not see why Cairo's
insistance on these principéds should be given such a
sinlster interpretation. Finally, he pointed out that
these territories were colonies under U.K., jurisdiction
and it should, therefore, be possible for us to snsure
that we knew what %%gytian Consuls were up to and thus
satisfy ourselves t their presence was in no sense
an embarrassment to ug,

11, I told Mr. Khalil that this might well be the case
and that if we were to find that their activities

were as innocent as he suggested this would naturslly
mark a greal advance in the growth of confidence
between us, Meamwhile, however, the necessary confidence
simply did not exist, I must again draw his attention
Lo Calro radio, which I thought was to a considersble
extent to blame., My impression was that it by no means
confined itself to generalities as he had suggested,

I would see if I could find some exauples of the sort
of thing which disturbed us. . If so I would show them

'to him,

2. MWr. Khalil ended our conversation on this subject
by saying that according to his information Mr. Crowe
had had a conversation with Heikal on this subject
within the last few days. I said that ws had not

yet had a report on this conversation but would
certainly study it when we received one.

13. In addition to the above I also discussed with
¥Mr. Khalll the U,A.R. attitude on the Law of the Sea,
the U.A.R, candidacy for the Security Council at the
end of the Tunisian term (December 31, 1960) and a
guestion relating to tax exsuption on furds remitted
to Isreel. T am minuting separately on these subjects

14, @me Gonversation with ¥p. Khalil tades s long time

and he was with me for ar hour and forty minutes. But’
he 1s begimming "to relax and I have the impression that
he is honest, indusirious, intelligent and capable

of absorbing a valid argument, and that he will report

faithfully to his Govermment. I am copying this record

to kir. Urowe,
LM ROGER STEVENS

April 1, 1960.

Levant Department

copy to:- Nr., Profumo
SECRET
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think that my recent visit to Egypt was uaseful. It was
the firat viait by a representative of the Joint Headquarters
here since the time of the Suez campaign; and it snabled me
both to glve Colin Crowe and his colleagues an idea of the
thinking and atmosphere here, and similarly to report to v
colleagues on my retum. I got back in time for Lord :
Mountbatten's viait,and he and his retinue weres in the audience
when I made my report. The main points whioh, I hope, might be
of interest to you were as followa. I will not bors you with
accounts of the differences I observed since I was last in Egypt
at the Embassy in {1947.

2. I hsed not realised quite how rough a2 time our mission in
Cairo had had since their arrival there, Crowe explained to
mgé that even now he is not in a position to a=e Nasser or his
senlor Ministers, and that oonmeguently he was not able to .
answer questions I put to him regarding such mattera as the
degree, sffectiveness,and popularity of Rusaian treining of .
the U.A.R. armed forces, In fact it is quite clear that we'
have much wore information here, from secret and other sources,
. on the U.A.R, in general than our missiocn have in Cairo,

Nevertheless, we could always do with more, and not least on
Syria. Crowe explained that they had only started political
reporting laat month, and kindly agresd to copy and repeat to

POMEF more of their reports in future, I should be grateful L f:’—f

if the Foreign Office would do the same: despatch no.34 of LU ERARR
baa.'a-‘ ebfuary 2P received in print a few days ago, is a oase in
’ point,

3. I was able to reassure Crowe on two points about life here:
first, thet we are not a pack of "wog-bashers" eager for ancther
go al Nasser; and secondly, that I have never seen a plan of any
type based on collaboration with Israsl, even in giobal war, T
alsc gaid that if" he should in due courss receive requeats from
us for help over planning (a) evacuation of British and friendly
nationals and (b) psychological warfare in war, he must not be
alarmed,as these are routine matters on which we are instructed
by London fto prepare plana.

4. I had good telks with the Canadian and United States Aubzssadors
and members of their staffs, and alao with Beneral Gyani, who waas on
a visit to Cairo, These disoussions mainly emphesised how much of
U.A.R. policy depends on Nesser's personal whim, Here agsin, we
gsem to receive in POMEF a good flow of information on his probable
policy and intentions, and as you certainly do T wili not take up
your time with the report that I made on general political questions
to my colleaguea. The consensus of opinien in Cairo on mllitary
matters was that military security was strict and effective inside
the U.AWR.; that U.A.R. officers seem to be of no higher quality
than before; and that Nasser still lacked confidencs vig-a=via of
Isrsel in the military sphere, -

Sir Roger 8tevens, K.C.M.G.,
Foreign 0ffice,
London, 8,W.1. /5. 1
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5. I remarked ;:Zh?tlmt as I motored along the Cansl and
elsewhere I realiged for the first tiwme how true wea Nasser's
repugnant claim to have won a great victory at Suez. I saw
about twanty ships sailing in an orderly manner along the Canal,
under about ten different flags. The nain roads seem to be
kept in first-class order; +the oities are kspt surprisingly -
claan. Conspicuous and efficlent-looking factories, buili

by GCzechoslovaks and so on, are going up on the cutskiris of
Cairc. For a man with little real power behind him Nasser
secms Lo be playing off East against West pretty successfully.
But of course it ias open to the 3oviet Government to ohange its
policy of aid to him, or reduce the quantity, and this would hit
him hard.

&, Un the question of the stapndard of living of the people

it seemed to me - and I am not sure that I have seen the point
made in guite this way before - that Nasser ia net really
interested in it as such. The vast majority live in the old
£ilthy and totally unbyglenic conditionz, and I have not heard
that a serious effort is being made to cope with bilharzia and
the olther traditional diseases - let alone, of course, ovelr—
pepulation. There are still numercvus beggars everywhere,

When a guite good-looking block of workers' flats was put up in
Cairo it was, so I was told, provided with no water or sanitary

devices. When & neat-~looklng little village was bullt te house

pecple who were fto move from their filthy dwellings at Luxor

begause of further digcings, several of' the new houseas, built
with md, were so badly made that they developed large cracks
bei'ore they could be put to use. It seems o me, therefore,
that Hasser'a first interest is a degree of industrialisztion
for prestige purposes; the reising of the standard of living
of & small proportion of Bgyptians which will result from it
appears to be only an incidental interest,

Fo I had not realised guite to what extent Nasser concentrated
power in his own bhanda, partly hecause he ¢annot trust sven his
closcst advissers 1o keep up the momentum or to steer some nf
Ltheir friends clear of corruption. A sign of euthoritarianism
is the highly arbitrary and annoying postal censorship., I waa
told that the erdticiam of the régime by some of the old
politicians and richer people was fairly free, and I certainly
got it from one or two of the guides who led me around places of
interest. I was able to pass on to my coliesgues Crows's useful
obgervation that, while we should ocertainly not under—-catimate
Nasser, we sometimes fall into the error of ovar-estimating him.
If -~ and it is adwittedly a big "3if" = he could be more or less
conlained for, say, the next ten years, the situation could become
considerably easier. Clearly an agreement between the ¥West and the
Commnists to limit arms suppliass to the Middle East wonld be =z
great help in this connexion; as would alsoc any rapprochement
between the Cowmunist statez and larael.

8, I am aending a copy of this letter to Crowe,
awi:-lr(u’
. hormott)
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AL CMIVES
SECRET
<5 APR 1984
LevanT kit
A

Anglo/Israel/U.A.R, relations o
mary

-

The Permaneni Under-Secretary will have seen our telegram
No. 25 to Bogota describing the exchanges we have already had
with the Egyptlans on this subject. Since then we have had

Mr. Ben CGurion's viait which 1n itzelf has set us back

considerably in our relations with the U,A.R. A record of Mr,
Ben Gurion's talk with the Prime Minister is attsched,

2. We have carefully considered Mr, Ben Gurion's variopus
reguests ané pur tentative concluasions are convenieﬁtly set
put in Foreign Office telegram to Waahiﬁgton No. !3’56%
We now await the Americard views,

3. Consulates in the U, AR,

Nasser's irritation over Ben Gurion's visit seems to have
led directly to an unfavourabie decision on consulates, HNr., Crowe
has been told that our proposaels for running Alexsndris and
Demascus by remote conirel from Cairc are unacceptable, and
consular work outside the Cairo district muet cease, We may
however carry out essential services to Briftish subjects in
Alexendria from a hotel or private house., Mr., Crowe is at
present considering urgently how to carry on, assuﬁing that
the Swisa do nothing for us after the deadline of March 31,
L. There 13 also a potentisl troublemaker over 1914/18
war gravea 1ln an I.W.G,C. cemetery at Minyas near Cairo; though
the Municipal auvthorities have acted lncorrectly, the Commisaion
have agreed tp move the graves to Cairo to facilitate & town
development scheme at Minya. If thie were to leak out it could
make a sensational story here like the "Mporhouse Museum" affair.
The guestlon has been submitied to Ministers and we are coneidering
with Cairo and the Commission how to minimise the risk of trouble,

5. A propaganda war between dJordan and the U.A.R. looked

sericus but has now subsided. We have done our best in Armman
to urge restraint on King Hussein who was exposing himself in his
attacks on Nasser, The point seems to have gone home and the

SECRET /heat
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heat has gone out of the exchanges, at least for the

present. On the other hand, the Jordanians say théy have
arrested a Palestinian sent in by Jordanian émigrés in

Damascus with the object of murdering Sherif Nasser (cousin of the
King) and the Prime Minister; the Jordanians think that the
Syrians met have backed this end that it provea that the

U.A.R, are still trying-to assassinate Jordanlan leaders,

Hussein has now goﬁe off on a trip toc Mcrocco and Hasser

to India snd Pakistan so we can hope for a quiet time,

March 29 ¥ 1960!

SECRET
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BRITISH DIPLOMATIC MISSION,
CATRO. -
April 7, 1960, ¢ 1) M

M $ew Tel jva tosiiee

Tony Parsons has had two mildly interesting conversations
recently about Anglo-U.A.R. relations, with Saad Afra, the
Director-General of the Information Department, and with liusa
Sabri, one of the editors of Bl Gumhouria and & c¢loss Iriend of
3alah S&lem, '

Z, 3aad Afra said that he was sure the Congervative Government
had abandened their nre=3uez nolicy in the Middle East. IIe quite
understood that Hr. liaemillan could not avoid sunporting Sir Anthony
Eden in public and that no pelitician could be expeclied to admit
openly that nhis party's policy had ever been wrong. Navartheless,
Mr. Macmillan's actions showed that there had besn a change of heart
and polley. M., Haemillan had clsarly realised how lucky DBritain
had been Lo gst away with the Jordan operation in 1958, and it was
now obvious thail Britain would never again use force in the 1ilddle
Bast. As regards public opinion, Saad Afra said that he realised
that nothing eould be done about the British right-wing press, but
Lhat tuis 4id not bolther him. :

e *maa Sabri discussed the recent ceriasis in Angle-U.4.R. relations.
He said that he did not beliesve that there had been a sericus or
permuanent detarioration. Nasser had simply behaved ag ohe would
gxpect him to. His main personal characteristic was extreme
sensitivity and e always reacted whenever hs thought his prestipe
was in danger or that he had been deceived. Nasser was not hostile
to the West and H.M.G. could aveid periodical squalls if they treated
hirm really frankly. For example, Nasser considered that we had
pulled a fast one on him over Ben Gurien's visit to Londdh. "I
NMasser had been told in advance of this visit, Lefore there had beesn
any press publicity, and had been told openly what our attitude vould
be to Ben Gurion's demends, there would probably have been no atfacksa
on us and no press campalgn. H.M. G, must realise that whother thay
lilked it or net, Hasser was the most impertant {irure In the Arab
world, ana they msmst trecat with him accordinply repardless of his
deficlencies, ' I

)

-4, Sead Afra's remarks are, I think, rather sncouraping, and in hig
rosition, he ecan hs roparded to some sxtent as a barometer of U.A.R.

- viewa. On this occasion, however, I gathor that he was to a great
oxtent rellecting what Denis Healey had sald to him shout an hour
Lolore hls conversation with Parsons. Wevsrtheless, it is interesting
that he ghould huve trotted it 81l out apain 23 his own views. There
i3 also a lobt in what Husa Sabri said.

Y\-n—-r M‘l M
(.
o . T 1 m A
FelieSe Bnith, 184., Coliele, (€. To Crowe )= ™" |
Levant Departuaant, P

Foral;n Of'fice, /

COMPIDIHT TAl
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hg?aﬁﬂ?f??
vaR

My, Baasiouny,lﬂeéond Secretary, Galled to see me st his
request thie afternoon, and immedlately launched into a dis-
cuseion on Iarael,

2. He said this was an extremely sensitive subjeet in Cairo,
and he could say from his experience in the Minietry of Foreign
Affeairs there that the greateet attention was paild to statements
from this eide. An unfortunate impression had been given \
by the number of unpleasant thinge which seemed to have eropped
up at this present time of tension with Israel. There was

the Prime Minister's statement that he was proud to have been
associated with Bir Anthony Eden; the recent statements about
the Tripartite Declaration; the refevences yesterday by an
Admiralty spokeeman to U.A.R. submarines as if they were

Ruseian ones; the absence of any comment in London critical

of Israel over the border incident for which she had been cowdtwwsd
biemed; and now the peries of visits by Israel personalities -
Mr. Peres, ¥r. Ben Gurion, Moshe Dayan. '

3. Clearly it was the visit of Mr. Perea which worried him
principally, and he said they had information that we had
supplied submarines, torpedo boats, anti ~ aireraft and 3 inch
gune to the Israelis, and they wanted to know what the "new
agreament” would cover. I said on this that I had nothing to
adqd to what Sir Roger Stevens had said to the U.A.R.'chargg
d'Affaires yesterday. In general I was sure that we did not
want to add to tension in the Middle East by supplying arms

in major gquantities. At the end of the interview Hr.
Bassiouny reverted to this subject and asked if when there

was some agreemsent the U,A.B., could he informed af what we
were golng to supply.

ke I denied that there was any significence in the visite

of Iesrael personalities, or in the timing of them, or that

we were showing any partiaslity towards Israel. On the
contrary I thought the lsraclis had been suffering disappoint-
ments and frustration recently. I gave examples of the passage
of the I.B.R.D. loan, emphasising that we had gone along with
the Bank in spproving it, and the "Astypalea'.

Se I said that I thought we had already made adeguate ex-
planations about the Tripartite Declaration, but I went over
with Mr. Bassiouny what the Secretary of State had said in

the Houase yesterday, and told him that the Secretary of State'ls
aim was to polish this off once and for all. I said I thought
that membere of the U.A.R. Misslon ought to go to the House

and find out for themselves how situatiom of this kind arosse,
and how it wae scmetimes impomsible to fob off questions

with the sort of anawer which we should prefer to give,

I said I thought that if they did this they would understand
how for example the Prime Minister's remark the other day
came t0 be made. On the Admiralty statement to which he took
excepilon, I said that as a matter of fact it had not been
¢leared with us and was certalnly not to be taken as a political
satatement. To regard submarines which the Russiane have
supplied to the U.A.R. as being part of the Russian submarine
availabllity in the sres was a mllitary man's way of looking

at it.

6+ We talked a 1ittle about the possibllities of a Palestine
settlement, and I guoted what the Secretary of State had smid

/to
CONFIDERTIAT '
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CONFIDENTIAL

to the U.A.R. Chargé d'Affaires on this subject. On —_
the Arab Lesgue meeting, Mr. Bassiouni put the blame f';
on the Jordanians who blocked agreement by inasisting

on King Huesein's plans. Mr. Bassiouni asked whether

I thounght there would be a meeting of the Security
Council, I referred him to the answer given by the
Becretary cof State in the House yesterday to the effect
thet tenslon had lessened, and sald that I understood
that Mr. Hammarskj#ld had alsc said that a mseting

of the Sscurity Council wes not necessary., I asked if
the U.A.R. would propose a meeting and he said not.

7. DMNr. Baesiouni asked me about the situation in Irag,
and I quoted suitebly from F.0, telegram No. 691 to Ankara,

which described steps recently taken by Qasim and apparently
designed to weaken the positicn of the Communiets and lef't-wingere.

Al —

(R. Arcnlus)
March 8, 1960.

M. Arubns spole well

/2]
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RECSiVED IN
ARCHIVES

N 4 MAR 1950

CONFIDENT IAL

Message for Pregident Nasser

In Jenuary we were worried sbout the slow workings of the
Financial Agreement and, arguing that the only way effectively
to speed things up was to get st President Nasser, consulted
Mr. Crowe on the difficult question of how a mere Chargé
d'Affaires could gain access to him, Mr, Crowe replied that
he liked our idea of his giving Fresident Nasser a meesage from

the Prime Miniatenr affer the latter's tour of Af?ica, with
his views on development in Africa (paragraph 8 of his letter
of January 18 to 8Sir Roger Stevene). He thought the
discussion in the inﬁerview might cover thoughta about the
Summi t, ’
2, The question 1s whether we now seek to draft some sort
of message, As fer as the Financial Agreement is concerned,
3ir George Rendel has now gone cut to Cairo to see what can be
done to speed things up apnd we should, I think, await his
return. ©On the general front ow relations with the U.A.R.

have undoubtedly sufféred a setback in recent weeks as a
result of Parliamentary discussion of the Tripartite
Declaration end evenis concerning Israel which have caused
suspicion and irritation in Cairo, and angry outbursts from
President Hasser which are more than mere propaganda. In
these circumstances it would obviously be more difficult fa
My, Crowe to get access to the Fresident,
3. On the other hand we have to recognise that if we delay
gending a message, the Prime Minister's visit to Africa will
lose its topicality as a peg on which to hang the approach.
However, the African Department are not at sll keen on the
idea of an exchange of views on Africa &t the present time,
They say that whereas we could point to Gevelopments in West
Africa it would be difficult for us to give any precise
indicationes of our aims or timetable for East Africa, end

particularly tricky to talk about e.g. Nyasaland or Kenya.
CONFIDENTIAL - /{There
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(There may be trouble in Nyasalend when Br, Banda is

releaged), If we merely concentrated on the parts of Africa
which we are willing to talk sbout, we could hardly avoid
questions orn those Fmris which we are not.

Le A posaible aliernative, with some topicality, would be

to send a messege about the Summit., Western Deparitment

see various objections to this. There is no precedent for 1it,.
Even NATO is sketchily informed about summitry., Moreover

until after the Western Foreign_Ministera"conference in
mid-Apriliwe Qo not really knnw where we stand. At the

very lemst we would have ito consult the Americans before

- talking to the U.A.R.

5 It is difficult to think of any other suitable major

topic. Our consultation in May 1959 on arms for Iraq

was a success, but there is hardly encough material at

pregent for a meéﬁage from the Prime Miniater, The Permanent
Under-3ecretary and the U.A4,R. Deputy Minister of Foreign

Affairs are both touring South America, but this would hardly

be adequate., Neither would South East Asian affairs. Relations
with the Soviet bloc is enother major teopic of concern to both
of us in different ways, but it would be difficult to

use a3 a peg for this sxercise.

6, I suppose it would be possible to do a ghort but wide
survey of world affairs, which would ensble us to seleci aspects
bf African policy =sbout which we have no inhibltions, to say
something brief about the Summit, and aboui the Middle East, and
any other topica in the news at the time, This might give enough
substance for a measége, though Mr, Crowe might be rather exposed
in eny discussiop arising from 1it. I{ would not be an easy
exercise and hardly striking enough for cur first renconire with

Fresident Nasser.

/7.
CONPTDENTIAL
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Te On balance therefore I do not think we can

profitably proceed with this ides at present.

e

{A.K. Rothnle)
HarCH 9, 1960.

Cepy

Mr,. Profumo
African Dept.

Western Dept.

Adpontls, banfl & r. Crne

'13;?- b Cacw-
e %
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L "4 . ®OREIGN OFFICE, S.W.1.
March 11, 1960,

Now that the Prime Minister has returned from .frice,
we have been giving some further thought to the ldea of
your attempting to give President Negser a message from
the Prime Minister with his views on developments in

_~Afpice (para. 8 of your letter 09/§5 of January 18), You
also auggeated that the dlscussion might cover the Prime
*ﬂk Minister's thoughts about the Suvmmit,

2 In sp far ag our immediate concern to gain accecs to
Hasser was to be able to broach smong other:things the
problema of the Tinancilsl Agreement, I think we should
await 5ir George Rendel's return before seeing what nceds to
be done on that front,

3 Cenerally, our relations with the U,A.K, have obvipusly
suf'fered a setback, which we hope will only be temporary,

A8 A result of the recent controversy over Israel. You will
hnve seen from the various records of conversation that
merbera of the I, A, R, Misslon *“here heve been -ttacking

us simultaneously at Aifferent levele end with some

derree of heat, The angry outbursts Trom President Napser aseem
tc be more than mere propaganda, and sll this makes it
difficult at the moment to think of obtaining access to him,

L. One can argue that 1f we did not act now, or very soon, the
Frime i*inister's vislt to Africs would have lost its

to; icality. However, there are, on examinaetion, difficulties
about using this as a theme, Wheresas we could point to
developments in West Africa it wonld be Aifficult for us to
give any preclse indications of our sims or timetable,for
Eagt Africa and particularly tricky to talk about e.g."
Nyasaland or Kenya., The Summit is also & Aifficult toplic,

We dc not usunally toke countries outgide NATO into ocur
confidence, And in sny case it 1s difficult to know what

to say at least until sfter the Western Foreign Ministers'’
Conference next month, Ye cannot think of any other sulteble
major tojic. HNelther Irag nor South Americey (where the
Fermanent Under-3ecretary and Zulficar Sabri are both
touring) seem arequate. South Esst Asia will hardly é&o. .
Relstions with the Soviet Bloe concern us beth, but could
not very well be the subject of a meassage. It would be
possible iéd Apaft a short but wilde survey of world affairs
(selective comments on Africa, 3umnit and the diddle East,
and anything else topdeal), but this mirht expose you

to a range of difficult questions In discussion and would
hrrdly be striving enourh to justify access,

Be tnlexs, therefore, you have aAany new idess to suggest,
I douht whether we onn at present usefully pursue thisa,
e cmn revive 1t Aagnin as spon &8 the prospects Improve,

(Ao s Rothnle )

‘:. T. nI‘OWE, -':BC_!. ¥ ci ‘:. ni
Calroe.

CONFIDEHTIAL
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BRITISH DIPLOMATIC MISSION,
| _ CAIRO. B
March 28, 1960.

N dew Me, | - VGusthad
" Thank you for your letter of March 11 about the

1dea of giving President Nasser a measage from the
Prime Ninlster on developments in Afrlca etc.

2, I agree that there 1s no point in pursuing this

" idea at preaent., The auybjects which might be dlacussed
would be too artiflicial’tobe of ‘valus. Any interview
with Nasser in present circumstances would almost
cortalnly degenerate into a blast from him about British
suppert for Israel, to which we would have to reply.
This might be useful in due course to clear the air but
we are net ready for it and, in any gase, it would be .

. a4 very differsnt exaerciss from what we had in mind.

3« Wo might rev¥ert i;o the subject again when the

situation improves.
S ,{ . e, ’ I.
| (C.‘-'{'I:. CroieCAM :
A.X. Rothnie, Esq., ",ﬂ,af'f;;;"
Levant Department, ‘

Foreign Office. —

- CONFIDENTIAL
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Le Département Politique Pédéral
& l'honneur de faire savoir & l'Acbassade de Sa
Kajesté Pritannique, qu'en date du ler mars 1960,
l'Ambsesade de Sulswe au Caire a inforné le Mintatdre
des Affulres Etrangéres qu'elle cessera son aotivité
on matidre de sauvegarde des intérdts bdritanniques
sur l'ensemble du territoire de la République Arabe
Unie & la date du 31 mars 1960.

L'Anbassade de Sa Majesté voudra
I bien trouver, aous ¢e pli, oople de la note remise
par M. ltAmbassadeur Pahud & 1'Ambassadeur Mourad
Ghaldh, asous~georéteire d'Btat au Minietire des Affaires
Etrangérea,

Le Département saiait cette oacaaioﬁ
pour rencuveler & 1'Ambassade de Se Majesté 1'assurance
de sa haute oconsidération.

A 1'Amboesade de Sa Majesté Britannique
Bernge
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BEIRUT
Merch 10, 1960

Would you plesse refer tc Colin Crowe's letter 1878/60 of
March 4 to John Beith ang his letter of March 5 to you om Egypt-
isn complaints about the activitlies of this Embaggy.

| V6 105 {3

- 2e As Qrowe was authorized to tell Heikal "categorically
: and in complete good faith'" at the end of last year (Foreign
Ve ”"-r"ﬁ / . — Office telegram No. 457 of November & to Cairo}, it iz eiaply
2[5 unirue that we sre financing the Parti Pupulaire Syrisp or
indeed have sny contact with them. -When I epoke to Brown of
the Daily Mail sbout Kasser's remarks to him (Eit Barclay's
9 letter 16713/11/60 of February 18 to Paul Wright) I told him
tmog\{,\t of the accusations made against us last autumn in this
connexion and said that I sassumed thet this o0ld canard wse what
NHasser had in mind. The denial is as true now as 1t was when
the Foreign Office telegraphed to Cairec in November, and it
hss been trues ever since I got here in October 1958, a few
deys afier President Chehad assumed office. Surely, in view
of their own activitiea here towards the end of the Chamoun
regime, it is unnecessary to go back further than that with
the [.A.R. authorities.

3 It is not true thet everything is known in Belrut;
everything i3 the subject of gossip and speculation, but that
is not the same thing. A perfect exsmple of this is providsd |
by Heikal's remarka about Maroun Arsb. Arab has worked for

the government so long-and has sc many contacts here that he
haa come in this ayth-loving society {o be regarded as the
Esbassy's é;%g&nggtgg;gg. In fact he has absolutely nothing
to do with raation work, local or regionil; Iin particular
he has no dealings with newspaspers. As Far anti-U.A.R.
propaganda, one could, I suppose, hardly open one's mouth on

any Middle Eastern guestion without exposing oneself to that ,//_
charge from the faithful. But I am gulte sure that Arab has
been very dlscreet. Storlies sbout his dlabolical sctivities,
which were at their height when I got here, became fewer and
fewer and I cannot remember a single instance in the last few
monthe., It seems to me slmost intolerable that when Rasser
himself is stuaping Syries with anti- British speeches, ty
individual meabers of the Embasy staff here should be singled
out for attack., However, moral indignation does not get one
anywhere, The line I took at the time when Arab was under

fire here was that I was responsible for the conduct of British
affairs in the Lebanon, and that 1f Her Majesty's Government
thought that I could not Xeep members of the Embassy stafl in
order, they would send out scmeone else who could. This .
seemed to go down guite well, and I suggest that Crowe try it
out if he is treated to any more imperiinent tittie~tattle about
Arab's alleged iniquitiesa.

Le Ror do the Information Services here go in for any anti-~
UD.A+«R. propaganda. Transaission X", whose main purpose of
course is anti-Communist, carries occasional refutations of
some of the more outrageous lies in the U.A.R. brosdcesting
services about H.M.G. I understand that the Regional

_ Jinformation
8ir Roger Stevens, E.C.M.G.,
- POREIGN OFFICE,
S.W.1.

SECRET
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Information Office sometimes make discreet use of these, but that
by and large i1 iz their practice to ignore the stream of lles

put cut against us, and te concentrate on “projecting®” British
achievemenis znd views. Of Nasser's innumerable targets, I wonder
if there is another so long-suffering. _

5e Kow for anti-Communism, You may remenber the letter I sent
: you when Nassepr first openly attecked Communism late in 1958
. VFU?"JE (1051/11/58 of December 27, 1958), and that ny advice was to keep
' out of the gnerrel. Amonp other things I seidi-

"he In the first place, 1% zeenas to me thai the
quarrel ia most likely to go further and deeper
If we lie low. Thz =ore obvicus the plessure
shown by ithe West, the more reluctant Fasacr will
surely be tc push matters, asnd the more cpenly
we draw the moral that it was imprudent of hia to
Tlirt with the sSoviet Government in the first
piage, the more he will be ariven to justifying
his past selicy. There can be nothing dut
disadvantage in further argvments now over Israel,
armc sunplies, the withdrawal of aid from the lHigh
Dam project, the Baghdad Pact, the Eilsenhower
Doctrine eigo."

You will also remember ny advice thot we shoulikesp out of the
row between Nasser and Qassem. In beth cases as it happened, my
suggestions Titted in with what you were thinxing in London, =znd
these are the policies which the Information OfTicers have Lollowed
here. They have continued to iry to infornm people about the
dangers of Communisa, but have always borre in mind the JTragi
complication and the desirability of aveiding just those reactions
to which Heikal nhus given exnression. There has bzen no gloating
over the past. Tihey have been very areful in thelir uze of “x"
m:aterial. In the Aside series they have, particularly since the
P.P.8. accusations, concentrated on anti~Comsunist conment by the
pro~ilagsser press. GConceivebly 1t is just thisc that has snnoyed
Heikal, since it may make him uncomfortadble to hour guotations
{from his own press on the B.B.C. But short of absolubte silence
it is hard to see how thie difficulty can be got roumnd.

6 I cannot, however, help wondering whether what is at the
bottom of these accusations ney not be Kasser's dislike of the

- freedom (which I must say often croeses the borcer into licence}
with which he is criticised by & section of the Lebanese press
end publie, and his reluctance to believe that such critlicism can
e sponianeous. If this is sc, we cannot expect to get very far
by trying ito refute any particulur mis-statemenis made to us sbout
this Embessy's aciivities. Be that as it may, wve shall fledly
glve John Belih any helps we e¢sn in briefing bhimsell ageainst his
vigit to Caliro.

Te I am sending Colin Crowe a copy of this letter.

Y Ty s

MR T " . m . . a4 ————————
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Thers hag been no suti-Nesser propsgends ou our pert in the
last nmine months. The U,A.R. suthorities could be sssured of
this, (But we should consult L,R.D. sod P,U.S.D, first).

2, On the other hsnd, Transmission "X" hses rebutted the lies of _
Osire Radio from time to time end we have even plsced srticles in :
the Lebanese press {(ut ot wany) putting the British point of l
view. I sm not swere of awything else. Thia msy be anti-
Egyptisn by definition, I do not think it cen ressonsbly be called
"overdoing” it, however, and wowld regard our effort as erring if
snything on the side of mildness (but thet is doubtless en
occupationsl disease).

3. The vropagands bsttle in the ¥iddle East is not going very
well for the Egyptisns just now and they naturally seek excuses.
Their propsgsnds people, who miust eern thelr keep like everyone
¢lse, sre no doubt looking for slibis too. Moreover, J suspect
that our general level of sctivity if not anti-Egyrtisn setivity,
ig higher and more sppsrent, ILu Beirut everyone bribes the Preas
and the Egyrtisns msy be mixing up some of our work with that of
the Iragis, Germens, Russisns, Chinese and others. Dr, Hill's
famous brosdesst about"nsiling the lie" wust have contributed
to this effect., This conceteuation of circumstances is elmmiy

gnough to explsin the Egyptiarfﬁ complaints.

-NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN IN THIS MARGIN

L, Now clesrly there is wo point in our smnoying the Egyphianse
unless it veys vs & commevsurste dividend, bub it seems thet
merely to be in the business of propagsnds in the Niddle Esst
entails antoying the Bgyptisns by belng in s field which they
regord as their exclusive property. TFresumebly it is in our
imterests on balsnce to stay in business end we csn efford the

luxury of not vleasing Nesser. :

Y7o

(D, A. Roberts)
¥March 10, 1960- "

l"l‘_ ' Mt_ CMM F\\VS""’ . 62005 (3690) A.OS
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SECRET
1‘3? Minuter

I confirm that there has been no
anti-Nasser propaganda originating from
IIR'D.

2. Transmission *'X', in pursuing 1ts
function of correcting Cairo Radio's
inaccuracies, has of course criticised
some BEgyptian emigre proteges, (e.g.
Adenis, Omanis and Africans) who enjoy the
use of Egyptian propaganda facilities. In
its function of countering communist
propaganda it rightly and frequently deals
with the dangers of Soviet sid. It has
also beean more than fair in publieising
BEgyptian anti-commuanist pronouncemeirts;
but Helkal may regard such support as
contaminating,

S It is not surprising that our anti-
communist propaganda embarrasses the
Egyptlans, since 1t alsc refutes their
repeated charge of Anglo-Communist
colluslon; but Heikal®s remarks in paragraph
L are rather interesting when seen against
the apprcach made by the pro-Egyptian
Journalists in Beirut last Qctober
gsuggesting co-operation., We have not heard

how this developed.

{(J.0.Wright)
March 17, 1960,
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- RITISH DIPLOMATIC MISSION,
RECIIVED IN |
N CATRO.

=9 MAR 1968 March 5, 1960,

v \lc.\uit\yr. |
) dear g, |
In my talk with Heikal to-day I sald that I had seen how
President Nasser constantly referred to “imperialist® intrigues
against Syria and hed indicated elsewhere his suspicion of our
activities and particularly of these of H.M. Embagay in Beirut:

what was it all sbout and what evidence did they have? Could we
not bring this into the open?

Ze Heikal replled that there were two aspectg Lo the matter,
First, there was the Parti Populaire Syrlen. " They knew the Bagdad
Pact countries and the U.K. had financed the P.P.S8. and supplied it
with arms from Iraq and Turkey in 1957 and early 1958. The party
could not operate on iis own and when therefore it became active

it mist be receiving support from abroad.

3 Secondly, there was Iir. Maroun Arab of H.i. Embaasy in Belrut.
He handed out money to various papers in Beirut - there was nothing
to that, everyone did, including the Egyptians - but he also spread
a good deal cf anti-U.A.R. propaganda, Beirut was a wide open

eity, everybody was in the pay ol everybedy else and everything was
known.

4. I said that the former accusatlon seamed very unlikely. 1
did, however, know that we did a certain amount of anti-Communist
propaganda; surely this did not worry the U.A.R. Helkal replled
that it severely embarrassed them. They ware fighting an all-ocut
battle against Communism and artlcles agbout the dangers of the arms
deal with Russia, or on the disadvantagss of positive neutralism

as opposed Lo working with the West, did not help. Nor was it
uaeful to be told, on the re-sstablishment of diplomatic relations
vith the U.K., that at last the U.A.R, had seen the light and co-
operation with the West was the right line to follow,

Se At that point the telephone interrupted us and the subject
changed after that, but I do not think Helkal had more to say and

I was spared having t¢ comment. I will not do s¢ here because I
want to cateh the bag. I have already writtem to John Beith about
this 30 he can brief himself bafore he gets here.

G, I am sending a copy of this letter to John in Beirut and, of
course, to iloore~Crogthwaite as well. It would be useful if we
could nail down some of these suspicions while the former iz here.

Yo
a/(.,-:, c\.ﬂ'ﬁ/
(GW

FPorseipn (Qfficea,

SECRET & PEHSONAL
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{vae 1051/37) March 23, 1960.

Dea Gl

I em not sure whether you will be expecting s reply to your
8ecret and Personal letter of Merch 5 to Roger Stevens sbout your
telk with Heikal on thet dete, since you will by now have discussed
it 8ll with John Peith who briefed himself before leaving here end
will have had further ﬁiseuaalons in Beirut. You will also have
s¢en Moors Croethwaite's letter to Roger Stevena of March 10
{vho hed the copy intended for you, snd presumes you hed the
original), with which we agree, :

2. You oould et your dlscraetion repest the dsnial about the
Perti Populaire Syrien whioch you made before, end eay that it is
etill valid, As regerde the pointa in your psregraph L, you coula
8ay that on the re-establishment of diplomatic reletions we were
very cereful io svoid embarraseing the United Arsh Republioc

in our presentation here, snd far from repreosenting it as
triumph for western diplomacy were very much on the defensive

in Farlisment, On antiecomminism, you might say that we do

not believe in pointing the moral, but in letting people Tind
out for themselves the disedventsgee of desling with communi ata;
we do however put out fectual material. 1In thie oonnexion, you
might exprees surprise st the rather offeusive phrase "Anglo-
communi ste™ which has come into President Naswer's recent
#poechen. Finally, you could fleny thet we have been conducting
any sort of snti-Nessper propegandas,

3¢ As @ titbit I encloge s perticularly fsntastic piece of
invention about Omsn on the part of Demsecus Kedio on Msrch 9%
which you might use,

Jowrs v,

{A. X, Rothnie)

0. TQ CPDWE' an.' CQH.G-'

CATRO,
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CONFIDENTIAL 10 MAR 1980
UsA:Re COUNSELLOR | ™quum )

Mr. Mufti called this afternoon at Ris request. I
explained to him thaet 5ir Roger Stevens agked to see
the Chargé d'Affaires on Saturday becauses he had 2 helpful
reply to return about the U.A.R.'s desire for an ell African
meeting of the Regilonal African Labour Conference (7.0,
telegram to Cairo No. 274). As the Chargé d'Affaires was

‘engaged, we had sent the Alde Memoire round by hand and I

was glad tp learn that Mr, Khalil would be seeing 8ir Roger
in the next day or two.

e Mr, Muftl said thet he had one or two guestions to :
ask me which he was aure would crop up whilat I was in Caigp.
Pirst of all, could I say something about Mr. Peres' visit,

I spoke on the lines of our Guldance telegrams and explained
that in our view there were no apecific political dMefl/in
the visits of Mr, Ben Gurion asand My, Peres. Mr. Muft i
comnented that he wag sure we would supply lIsrzel with arms
but that he wondered how we justified this under the
Tripartite Declaration.

P I read out the relevant passage from the Declaration.
I added some background about the mistaken impreasion which
geeomed to have exlisied in recent weeks in Cairo about owr
attitude towards the Declaration., We &id not in the least
wish to focus attention on 1it, But slnce he gquoted it, IE
thought that the passage sbout arms supplies would give

him & good indication about the way in which we had to
weightthe questicons of supplylng arms te countries in the
Middle Emast. We thought it better that they should recelve
certaln eassentlal srms from us rather than that we should
put & complete ban on all supplies and send them to leas
responaible sources., DBut we always conai&enﬂéll gpplications
with greet care,

L. Mr, Murtli said thet he hoped that there would be &
definite limit on our supplies to lsrael. The U.A.R.
would prefer that we supplied nothing., It was Israel
which had caused the recent tension by the incident at
Tawafik and the putting out of rumourse that the U,A.R.

was mobllising. Mr. Mufti said that there had been no
build-up at all in Gaza or Sinai, He later weakened & bit
and said thaet the build-up had not been massive,

Be Mr. Mufti said that his Government were worried about
t+he tone of the Britiah presa, They seamed to zccept all
kinds of Israel stories. The Telegraph todsy had an :
inaccurate piece sbout further supplies of 3Joviet aircraft
to the U.A.R, They were taking up stories of Fedayeen
activity juet as at the time of Suez. 1 replied to Mr.
Mafti that there was little we could do about the preas.
Now that the Mission was functioning, their Press Section
would be able to deal with Journslists., I was sure that
they would find a friendly reception withi: our News Department,
But an improvemen? in preas treatment would undoubtedly
go with the gradusal restoration of confidance between the
two countriea., I said thet our preaent discussion showed
how useful these diplomatic contacts could now be,

6. Finally Mr. Mufti asked me "What we intended to do".

"Do about what?" I asked. It transpired that he seemed to
expect us to take scome action about the recent frontier
tension, I spoke on familiar lines about our contacts in
New York. PFrom time to time people there had seemed to think

/that
CONFIDENTIAL
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that a Security Council meeting might be useful but

W% we doubted whether it would in fact help, We knew

that the U.8. Government had been helpful in calming

down unaecessary susplicion on either side. We hoped that
proints of friction could gradually be removed. One such

was the inability of cargoes to and from Israel to

paags through the Canal even tnder the provisional arrangements
thought out by the Secretary-Genersl. Later I said how useful
it would be if those srrangements could be made to work.

At this stage of the conversation Mr. Mufti, rightly or wrongly,
gave a rather plaintive impression and seemed to sugpest  that
his QGovernment were worried aboui what we and other Weatern
powers might do., It would almost seem ag if Nasser has been
mesmerised by recent references to the Tripartite Declaration.

Te I told Mr, Mufti that we wanted peace and stability.

We wanted to build up relations of confidence with the U,A,.R.
and to help where we could in solving Middle East difficulties
without pushing ourselves Corward.

8. I introduced Mr, Murti to Mr, Rothnie, He wanted to
deal with the Department on a queation of c¢ivi] avistion and
I said thet we hoped to be in close touch with the Mission

on any matters of mutusl interest even though I ahould myselT
be away for three weeks,

ol b WOk Jo dZn
? | R

; - g/‘!,-

CONFIDEN'TTAL




