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With reference to our lstter (1014/60) of April 25 about
the recent arrests of foreigners and Bgyptians con the grounds
of' alleged spying for Israsl, you may he interested in the
fellowing. : '
2 The Netherlands Ambassador told me on May 2nd that he had
seen his compatriot Meewls Goudswaard and he was pretty sure
that he was guilty. He did not state, however, whether all
the accusations against Goudswaard were true, cor whether he was
the muster spy that he has been alleged to be. The Ambassador

ladded'that Israeli esplonage methods seemed to be pretty

inefrfieient. He also said that until the announcements had
been made Goudawaard's tresatment by the pollice had besn '
extremaly pgood.

3e The Ambassador went on to say that he was quite satisfied
there would be no trouble from the Duteh unions over a boycott
of U.A.R. ships. They would only have to be asked whether

they wished to put a rope around the neck of theilr compatriot.

4, When I saw the Italian Counsellor last night I asked him
about the Itallans involved in the apy trizals, I said I
understcod the Dutchman was thought to be guilty., Was thisg the
case with the Itallans too? Senor Orilandi said thse Dutchman
had confsssed and he had denounced a number of the other people
involved, He was not therefore very peopular, As for one of
the Italians - he did not specify which - 1t appears that he was
in Italy when he received a telegram from Cairo asking him to
return to give the department for which he formerly worked some
advice, The telegram gald his ticket would be available at the
Misralr office and he would not need a visza. The man duly picked
up his ticket and was arrested on arrival in Cairo.

5. This would hardly seem to indicate a guilby consciencs.
Morsover, the man had been a fascist and had supported the Germana
after Mussolini’s fall, At theo end of the War he had escaped

to Egypt. It seemed meore likely, therefore, that he would be
anti rather than pro-Jewish. Senor Orlandi thought, however,
that ne might have agreed teo provide information about Russian
fechnicians out of hatred of communism. ;

/6.

Beith, Esq., C.M.G.,
Levant Department,
Foreign 0fflce,
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6. 'The German Embassy, on the otier hand, have told us that
they do not think that Dr. Fritz Katz is guilty, Katz, a Jew
who is said to heve bsen in Egypt since aboub 1932, is a bon
viveur and was often to be seen, we are told, in Calro and
Alexandris society. Two things tell against him. First, he
has undoubtedly been in touch with Tsrael, for he has a sister
there whom he has besn in the habit of meeting in Burocps most
SUNIME TS + Secondly, he doss not deny that when in Zurich he
saw & pergon named Glaser, oOr something Suchh whom the Egyptlan
Inteliigence think is an Israsli "spy-master’, and put him in
touch with Rizk, one of the Egyptlan accused. Katz wmaintains,
however, that as far as he was concerned this was a simple
business introduction:; and the German Embagsy say that one of
the judges has given them some reascn tc nhope that the charges
against Katz may not be pressed.

P o,

{C T Crowe)

CONFIDENTIAL
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I have discussed with M. Vallat#fend egreed | °f endosures ...,
that the best course is to write ]
letter on the lines of the attached draft, but
omitting any reference to Communist front activities
in case the letter were to be made use of in any
way which would later cause us embarrassment.
At the same time I would téTephone the Hon. Secretany
of the Socliety of Labour Lawyers and explain that
in fact interest in the Egyptian trials of
Comminists is being exploited by Communist front
organisations and the Communigt m*m.They
can then draw their own conclusions.

Lo
If this 1s agreed I willﬂproceed.

%,

{(B. Arculus)™

A Tan § Spdlnee el Jecy S}, Ades Jouspm
Adrosy 0t

\_(i}?/?;q‘l s
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THE SOCIETY OF LABOUR LAWYERS

v

r
* ARESIDENT: THE RT. HoN, EARL ATTLEE,
SRAIRMAM
F. ELWYN JONES, 0.C., M.F.
TREASUAEK
JOHN E. PAYNE
ASAT, BECRETANY
R ). LOWNY

Yige PrEsomuTs:
GERALD GARDINER, Q.C.
.. B, MITCHIBON, &G, WP
SIn FRANK BSOSXKICE, Q.C., WM.F.
Em LYMN UNGDEDTHOMAS, Q.C., M.F.

O.M., C.M.

Hon, BECATTANY
JEAN GRAHAM HALL

TG WHOM ALL CONNERFONDEuMCE gHSULD
WE ADURENEED

AT B, HING'S BENCH WaALM. TIMPLE. <4,
TILERFONEE GEHTRAL 2049l

PR AR

—— 19t Jebeifry, LY60
: 'I REC EIVED IN 4
Thne Under Secrebary, ARG a1ize ; Joumesh
Foreign Office, 2 T
Downing t.
S L. 27 JAN96g

My Socieby has been anproached by an oranisstion
calling itself The Egyptisn Folitical Frisoners Detence Comaities
asking us to send an observer to trials of political prisoners,
w;ich are being held in Egypt, the most recent belng at
Alexandria on 17th Jecember, in camers tefore Gewmaral ,;ilal

daliah Hilal's State Security Trinunal. :

Unfortunately, we are not properly informed at-outb
tnis organisation, or about the trials.

bur informents allese some breacines oi procedure of
bhe minimum reguirements ot a fa2ir triuzl, e are alwsys
anxious to help or do anythiny we can to secure a fair trial
wherever tiisg may be needed. We would welcome Inieormalion
waich you could mive us Lo assigt us in decidimer what action,
if any, we should btake.

Yours faithfully,

Hon., ‘Yecrebary.

- .
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i am directed by Mr. Secretary-~-

Madam,

Lleyd to refer to your letier of
%
Jamiery 19 about;trisly of political
prisoners in Alexandria. {7 Hothing sbout
this trial has appeared in the Egyptian
Aot

Press|. foreipn correspondents have wad nd

wpltip oy
been allowed Lto send reportad and have
not heen able to obtain information.
Apparently the accused were chargéd with
being members of the Commnist Party.
I+ is understood that the Egyptian
Political Prisoner Defence Committee

ope'rates from Paris.

I am, etc.,

L
27 X1
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.'* A Dr, Aln‘,'l‘hompsuu: To ask the Secret

Nations to. inqus about oie, on, 1he bich the propeganda. actvite of cxNezks now

tions | the « to W] e activities of ex-Nazis now
in Egyptare cont.:l_'lbuung 1o International teggioon. -

Parliamentary Question

of State for %omgn Affairs. if he will instruet

Dr, Thompsea hes obviously imtroduced
mention of the Pesace Ubservaiion Commissien
merely In order te get his guestion on to the
Order Paper. United Nations Department
would not expect him t0 cencentrate on
the activities (or rather inactivity) of the
Commiasion on any Supplementary Queaticns.

2. The FPasce Opgervetion Commission was
established by the General Assembly in 1950
as part of the machinery which_is knewn
generally as "Uniting for Peace',

There are li members (inebuding the 5
permanent members of the Security Ceowmcil).
Briefly, the Cemmission '

{a) may be used by the Gemeral Assembly
{or the Interim Comuittee whem the
Aasembly is net in seagion) provided
that ithe Becurity Counmcil ia not acting
in the matter; it may slso be uvased by
the Becurity Couacil itself;

(b) will go te a coumtry only on that
country's invitation or with its permissiop

{¢) cen appoint subeidiary bodles end
observers,

It is net therefore peossible for H.M.O.

t¢ imstruct the U,K. Represematative on the
Commigsisn te raise a matter; wsuch

ann initiative would have te be taken at a
meeting of the Securlity Ceumcil er by calliag
a seasion of the General Assembly. Mereover,
the Commission has no power to imvestigate
on the groumd without the censent or :
permisaion of the Goverament of the U.ALR.

3. Dr. Thompaon is clearly interested in the
recent anti-Semitic campaign, to which he
insinuates that ex-Nazis in Egypt have
contributed. There are in fact gome former
Nazig in Egypt, who are doubtileass useful o
the Egyptians in e.g, military snd propaganda
capacities, but there is no evideace that they
indulge in any significant pelitical ]
activity or that they have been active in the
recent outburets of anti-Semitiam, We

should met however go into this ian our

enswer, since it would be constroed as
interference in the affairs of the U.A.R.

L, I submit a draft reply and moitea for

gupplementaries concerted with U.N.
Department and Weatern Depariment.

P"i&gw

2é73,
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The U.A.R. are obviously playing thie for
propaganda purpoases, probably both ?Eternalugnd 1
external. As the reports on President Nasasser’a viaits|
to Indla and Pakistan showed he is anxious to enhence !
his standing at home. At present, any stick that can
be used to deat the Israelis is being applied. As !
Mr, Crowe pointed cut elsewhere this may make it more |
difricult to get Zard out, though this is not neceassar-
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BRITISH DIPLOMATIC MISSION,

| | GATRO.
- {1014/60). - April 26, 1960.
: CORFIDENTTIAL,
Dear Department, . | /\‘I‘/\\ | NTRUSAN N

Would you please refer to paragraph b of Calro telegram
No., 45 Saving about the Israeli apy ring operating 1n the ’
Untted Arab Kepublic, {(Thle ls, incidentally, the same
affalr which we reported in Cairo telegram No. 482 of Hovember

21, 1989)s  \ ,0io7 .__{,Lgm‘g (5)

2., The following iz 2 ary of the details as revealed
by the press since April 2l.

- Ten United Arab Republic nationzls apd six foreigners
have been arprested., The United Arab Republic nationals in-
clude mechanics in the United Arab Republle Alr Force, an
ex-pilot of Misrair and a lawyer, The foreligrners conaist

of a Dutchmen, Meewis Goudswaard, a German, Dr. Katz, two
Ttalisns (the Manager of a hotel in Alexandria and one other),
and two Greeks (& waiter in one of Cairo's leeding restaurante
and & shop assistent). Goudswaard 1s a Dutch businessmnan who
nas lived in Alexandria and Cairo on and off for some years,
Dr. Katz is the head surgeon &t an Alexandria hospltal. Ie

i5 sald to be = JewW, ' _

4, - Aceording to the press the United Arab Repubiic
Intelligence Services have been on the track of this sp¥
ring Tor three years; arrests began late last year and the
State Security Prosecution authorities bave just completed
s six months investigetlion of the case. The Intelligence
Services are sald to have penetrated the spy ring and to
have passed false information through it to the Israelil
authorities, :

e, Hauses.andib%fices of the accused nhave been ralded and
egquipment such as invigible ink, camersas, developing quipment,
- and. wireless transmitters and receivers have been selzed,

6, Phe sccused are alleged to have been in contact with.
tsraeli agents in Europe particularly in Rome and Geneva
and to heve been supplying information about the political
and econcmic situation in the United Arab Republic, United
Arab Republic relations with Russia snd detalls of port
installations, neval movements, airports, ammnition dumps
and factories, and genersl military intelligence, The trial
i3 due to begin on Hay 7 and the prosecution has demanded
the death penaslty for nine of the accused, fneiuding the
Dutehmen, the two Italisns end the two Greeks, A confused
story hes also emerged that the Greek walter was under orders
to try to polson President Hassers.

s

‘Levant Department,
FOREIGN OFFICE,
LOH&)ON ¥ sq w. 1!

.. . CONFIDENTIAL




