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Addresged to Foreign Office telegrem No. 820 of Mey 17,
Repeated for iaformation to Auman Ankara

Beirut P.0.M.E. F,

- Washington
and Saving %o Parls - \{L\Q‘%\“‘ig f/,‘.

/ ‘
Your telegram No. 1163/ o Agman: Isbanon.

Nuri is in Amman, I have eccordingly spokem fo King Faisal
and the Crown Priwce, Their joint view is as follows:-

(a) Esssntisl point is that Nasser should not gain
sontrol of or succeed in disrupting the Lebanon.
 This would encourage him to intensify similar testics
against the Areb Union and 1lnerease enormously the
danger to the latter,

{p) Our commcn aim should, therefors, be to do our best
to snsure that there is & strong and pro~¥eatern
Fresident im the Lebanon.

(8} If, in the hope of averting disturbange or aivil war
by some compronice, a weak President were agreed upon,
the yelief would only be temperary. Nasser would
sontinue his disruptive poliay and we should all be
faced with a similer situation agaln probsbly withim
& chert time.

(8) Ko alternetive candidate both strong and pro-Wesfem
was at present in sight except conesivably Genersl

Chehsab, /(8)
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{e) Possible taetios might be to ask Genersl Chehabd
whather he would ascept Presidency himself and if
~not whether he bag a strong and pro-Western candldate
4o suggest. Unless he has a satisfactery answer to
either question he should be pressed uas strongly as

possidle to suppert Chamecun's re-eleetion,

(£} TUnaless sliernntive and setisfaciory candidate begomes
available it is beiier to support Chamoun's re-elsction
and to face clvil war and cther conssgquenees now and
with Chamoun there rather than later,

{(g) Tt might be better for Lebanon to appssl o the
Segurity Couneil before Chamoun announced his deeizion,
Appeal night ersate oireumstanoss whieh would stresgthen
Chamoun,

2. The Eing snd the Crowm Primee agreed fully with our profound
hops that situailom conld be held without 1t beeoming neeemsary
for Chamoun to appeal tc the Americans and ourselves for militery
intervention, In reply to questioning they gsve the definite
undertaking siveady given %o us by Nuri that, if American amd
Britich military imtervention were regreitably necessary 1n
respense to appeal from Chamoun and the lLebaness Govermment, Irag
would suppert our astion both in ths Security Couneil end ouiside,

3. Xing Falsal, thinking aloud, wondersd whether it would be
feasible for Iraq to send forces to help the Lebanecn if need
arose, If thiz would enalble the Lebanon to hold the posltion
without American and British forces 1t would of oocurse be a better
golution. But he suppesed the Americans or ourselves would have
to provids transpert eiveraft.

Foreign Offics pass (Immedlate to all) Asman, Ankara,
Beirut, P.0.M,E.F., Washington and Saving to Paris as my telegrams

Nos, 265, 151, 279, 144, 90 and 6k respectively.
{Repeated to Aman, Ankare, Beirut, P,O.M.E.F,, Washington,
and Sawving to Pardslec o oo 0 T, LT, T, Ty
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Addressed to Fersign Cffice telegram No. 1175 of May 16
Repepted for infermstlion Immediate to Belrut Baghdad  Arman

Guard,
Lebanen,

The Stats Depariment have told uys, for our mest secret
information, that they have sent instructions to the Umited States
Awbasgador in Cairp to apesk to the Egyptians about the situstios
in Lebanon,

2, He is te say that the United States Gevermment have circumsianp-
tial infermation that sssistasce is Welng given te those emgaged in
the prosent diserders in the Lebanon from U.A R, territery. The
United States Government have recently reassured the Lebanese
Govarume it of their inteatlion te azsist the Lebanon in maintaining
hor indepsndemce and integrity., In his evaluation of the situation
and of his ewr course of sotion, Celenel Nasser should have no doubt
of the Urited States intemtlon te live up te this assurance.

3. The Ambassader is te refer to Nasser's statexent wefors he wont
te Mosoow that he did not wish te sea Blopdshed and commuaal strife
in the Ledanon ané to say that the United States Govermment & ssume

frem this that U.A.R, essistance in the present éisturbances does net
have his appreval. He is alse to say that the pessikility ef friendly
relations between the United States and the United Arad Republic will

e affected by the U,AR, attitude on this,

Fereign Office pess Imediate to Beirut, Baghidad and Axman 28 ny

telegrams Nes, L5, 92 amd L9 respectively,
[Ropsated to Beirut, Baghdad, Ammen,.]

EEEESZ TOP SECRET
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Follerlng is editoriel from New York Times of Moy 20

BGE’-“.
Embattled Lebanoh.

pregident Nasser's attempl to seize Lepamen with the aid of

nis Communist allies, ad ne atiempted te seise Jordan and did

geize Syris, 1s net going tee well, but this has omly prempied both
Caire and Moscew 1o step up their joint caupaign against American
gld to the emhattled Lebanese Goversment, They support ths pro-
Nagger rebels in Lebamon with inflazmatery propeganda end infil-
tration of Syriad and Egyptian nyelusteors", and threaten the
United States with "serious consequenoes” if Amgrieam aid continues.

These threats are part of the Moscow-Cal.ro prepaganda designed
to intimidate the ATabs, and nesd not be taken too seriousiy. Thsy
are especially ironlc in view of Soviet arms shipmerts to Bgyot,
Syria and Indonesis, gnd the denunclation of nen-exisiing Arerican
aid to the Indenssian rebels. But Nasser apparently coasiders
Lebanon o be already 8@ auch his own that the director of the United
Arab Republie's Tpformation Departwent gipds it in order to denouncs
the "sivister ections" of Lebanssa authorities against “eltlzens
of the Republie”.

Fortunately ihe Lebanese Goveriment eppears tc be getiing the
upper hand in the oivil war, Meanwhile the United gtates is oou-
uwitted to suppert the Lebamese Government. It has sent small arms
end riet squipment for the Lebapese police. 1t is new prepering to
ship tanks te the Labamese army, and both American and British naval
ferces have shifted their N.A,T.0, MANCETUVIWE frem the western to
+ha Bastern Mediterranssn. The hope is that these meaguvres will
sutfics to bring the gityation under centrel and avert the use of
Amsrioan planes er 1roops, ghould President Chamcun request thelr

d to safeguard American 1ives and properils
Ends. Fsr%gl Ofﬁ.%g sg %o Baghded and Beirut as wy telegrams Yo,

107 afﬂepeanap%g 2d and Beirutl.
PN A
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103 Hagley Road
. Birmingham,IG.

I May I6th 1958.

To o
The Rt Hon 8elwyn Lloyd v e e
Foreign Secretary. - /

:LFLJQISIE!?“

Bir.
The present unrest and rioting in Lebanonm ie - as no doubi you are
well aware - due to Soviet-backed Nasserism, and unleas the Western
powers take guick and firm action in support of Fresident Chamoun and
his Government, Nasser may succeed in grabbing another Arab State for
ﬁRepuhlic, thereby strengthening his claim for overlordship of all the
A Arab Statesz, under the suzerainty of Russia.
As the "Dally Telegraph" correspondent on the spot reports -
- rve West is on ite last stand in the Middle Emst. BShould Lebanon
succumb 10 Wasser plens the chief bastion against Egyptien domination
disappesrs, leaving pro-Western Iraqs Kuwait and to s large extent Saudi
Arabia, the wealthy oil lands, to the Bgyptisn dictators merey. All the
rioting originates from Nasser's determination to oust President Chem-
oun and the Solh Government before it can amend the constitution %o
enable the President to continue for a second term of office.”

If Great Britain is wise she will pot wait for either help or
approvel from America Or any other netion, but get in gquickly with what-
ever forces are necessary to save Lebanon from Nasserism and Communist
domination. @Give Nasser a taste of Sinei; he badly needs it.

| Yours falthfully
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June 23rd I958.

i

0
the Rt Hon Selwyn Lloyd e R
Foreign Secretary. F V4 /o 5/”’@

= — gy,
Sir.

Congratulationé on your realistic summary as to the slight prospects
of any worth while agreeﬁent with Russia on any fundamental issue. That
there should ever be any hope of such i, in my opinion, unlikely.
Russia's only object in any conference 13 to see what she can get out of
it: she is never prepared to give anything away. I cannaot therefore see
what good a Summit conference would do. 1 should consider it a waste of
time with a country 1ike Russia.

with regard to the Lebanon. If the Western powers, especially

Great Britain and America, 4o realise the importance of keeping Lebanon
out of the clutches of Nasser and hie Arab Republic, they will have to
take more active measurcs then merely sending United Xations observers
to investigate the trouble, There is no need for any inveatigation into
what has been gquite obvious for some time past, viz; that the present
trouble in Lebanon ig due to Nasser's attempt to grab that country and
incorporate it in hig Arab Republic. Apart from Iraq and Jordan - Saual
Arabia continues to sit on the fehce = there would then be no opposition
to his plan of allowing russis to establish herself in the Middie Bast
in preturn for her acknowledgment of himself as head of the Arab States.

1f smerica and Gt Britain cannot see thal, tnen there is every just-

jfieation for the proad grin worn by Nasser in the photograph appearing
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in to-day's paper, where he is shown hob-nobbing with Mr Hsmmsarskjoeld,
Secretary-General of the United Nations. Xo doubi he is hoping that the
debacle of I956 will be repeated in his favour.

Youras faithfully

———
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'SECRET

Addregeed to Forelgn Office telegyam No, 579 of May 29
Repeated for Infomaticn Saving to Ya h1n§t9 .
_ i,*ﬁ 5 P{é{

Vashington telegram No, 125X ic Foreign Office,

My imerican colleague has shown me a telegpram fror United
States Ambassador, Calro reporiinz his interview with Hasser,

2, lasser started by saying that the latest eventz in the
Lebanon had occurred while he was in Rusgia and out of touch with !
day to day affairs, He had at once telegraphed to General Amyer
to do nothing untll he, Nagser, returned io Talro. e then
proceedsd to criticize both the Thamoun répgime and the attitude of
the Stafe Depariment, He asked whether 1i could serlously be
maintained that people like Phillip Takla, Pechara Khoury and other
Christians were anti~Western; or denled that thers was a genuine
internal oppositicn when every single former Prime Hinisier was
openly againat Chsmount 1If was pwe nonsense to imply ithat the

U, AR, was in any way regponsible for ihe revoluilon which had
spontansously broken out, It was high {ime the West realised fthat
Arabs everywhers, whether Christian or Hoslem, were tired of belng

explolied,

After & good deal more in this strain Nasser agreed that an
end most be brought 10 the present dlsturbances in the Lebanon and
a solution found, The U.A.R. had always respecied, and would
continue to respect, the independence of the Lebanon, Coming
dovm to details, he thought the "Chehab formula" wmight provide the
answer, But there must be a gensral amnesty and no re-prisals
against thoss who had “courageously fought for their principles!

1ike Saeh Salmm,
T think the above is s Pairly sccurate summary of the telegran,
The poinis that sirike me are '

() 1t really does look as though the cpposition and
their patrons would 1lke a truce, and
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Beirut telegram No, 579 1O Foreign Office
| -2 -

{b) the insistence on an amnegty may well indicate ‘hh&in
they want to have their hands free 1o start all over aga
when the time seems prapiticus.

Forsign Office plemse Doss gaving to Washington as my

telegran No. 45,
[Rensated Havirg 0 ashington je

' ADVANCE COPTERS!

| reivate Secreiary

| gir ¥, Hoyer Hillar

E Fir 7, Hayter

Yy, Beeley

ijead of Levant Depaxrtment

666666
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Sir H, Caocla

Ne, 1225 D. 12,17 a.m, May 21, 1958] .7
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Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No, 1225 of May 20. O
Repeated for informatlon to Ottawa Canberra

and Saving to U.K,Mission New York
Guard, _qL\O‘&\""M” (=

Your telegran Ne. 2911"/ Lebanen,
Yes, But there is a further factor.

9, Several times during the past week Mr, Dulles has agreed
with our views against the advice of his Department. Altheugh
I have no proof, 1% 1s ny olear impressien that this was alse
the cage with our basic decisien to imferm Chamoun of cur readimess
te respend to an appeal, Itmy help you ie have some backgreund
te this dichetemy, theugh it mzst necessarily be parily based en
juess work,

3. Mr. Dulles and his State Department advisers are in
complete agreement that military interventisa would be & mest
dsngareus ceurse, that Chameun shsuld be aware of eur misglvings
on thie scere; and that he sheuld de everything pessible te maintain
ocentrel witheut it.

4. In weighing the ultimate decisien, Mr. Dulles’ Middle
Bast advisers »rebably argue that the risks invelved in letting
Chameun ge under are suiwelghed by these risks:

(a) even if we succeeded 1n restering erder and withdrawing after
a swift eperstion, Chameun weuld be discredlted as a
President who hed imvifed foreign interventien and had kept
power only with the help of "fereign dayeneis", The gemuine
internal Oppositien as well as the U,A.R. and U.3,S.R, weuld
exploit this to destrey his bage of pelitical suppert which
1s eslrcady too narrew;

(b) 4n s werse case, we might be invelved in an epen ended
nilitary cemnitment, taking sides in a civil war and seener

T0P SECRET /or later
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or later fooing a chelce between indefinite military
oocupatien, er withdrawal and the scknewledgment ef defeat:

eur iaterveniion weuld feed the flames ef enti-Western
pre-Nagser Arab natliensllicn elsewhere in the Mlddle East,
Even theugh Nuri and Husseia might be able te keep their
promize of epen suppert, this might brimg sheut their
pelitical death, Thus, we might er aight met save Lebanen
&t the cest ef lesing the Armd Unien.

5. Mr, Dulles is, &f course, saware ef thesge risks buoi

censiders that if anti-Western farces are allewed to take centrel

of the Ledbanenm by ferce without eur interventien, this will in any

cass be the prelude te a serles e¢f further ceups, the pelitical
death af Nuri and Hugsein, and the f£inal cellapse ef any Westemn
pesitien in the ares,

mind quite apart frem Middle Esst censiderstiens,

6, I deteci smether over<riding censideratien in Hr, Dulles'
If u legitimate

MMM zZoO-

Gevernment, whioh has reeeived previeus public assurances ef general
gupport from the-United States Governmemt, is atiacked by ferees
supperted frem eutside en acceunt of its pre-Wasgtern stand, and
if the United States fails te respend te that appeal, then the

. effect en the pegition of ithe United States in the Pree World at

large weuld be digastreus,

but in fsllswing threugh, their eyes are fixed tee mich ea the hepe

7. The Staie Department have te accept the pelicy decisiem

that iatervention will be avelded and tee little en the nmessures

necessary te snsure its suocess.

They want te sveid precipitating

& direct elash with Nagser,

Even &t this stsge, they are reluctant

te let the situntien deveiep inte a direct cenfrentation ef Nusser

by the United States,

{a}

(b)

I expect that this theught 1lies behind:

their views ea an sppesl te the Security Ceuncil where they
would be esumitted te suppert strengly & Lebanese accusatien
against the U,A,R, whe weuld be sure of the gtrengest Russian
suppert, '

Their reluctance te puti any heart inte the evert prepaganda

builé-up which is necessary fer either Security Ceuncil actien

sr interventien,

8, Meanwhile, the leak on Saturday ef what Mr, Dulles had

gaid te selected Sensters end his ewn siatement st his Press

/cenference

IOF SECRET




1| 2[ oms PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE [ Vs 1 dl T i
nee: FO I /135113 7825

Please note that this copy is supplied subject to the Publi itions
_ ¢ Record Office's tarms and i
uge of [t may be subject to copyright restrictions. Further information k2 given in ﬂ'ua?nn;osad #maatn? y
Conditions of supply of Public Recordy’ laafiet

-
FE T T [

I0P SHCRET
¥ vaghingten telegran Ne, 1225 te Fereign Offioce
-3

senference tedny sheuld make it sufficiently »lain thst the

Urited States Gevernment are ready te act in sertain circumstances.
Put st the present time, when thers are se many crises en hand,

even Mr, Julles osanet persenally fellew up every aspect and there
are geme limits beyend which 1t weuld be jmprudent te appeal ie

him, if we are t» aveid the inpressien that we are trying te puch
ihe smericens imte an eperatien (ysur telegram Ne.2500, net repeated
te all).

9, I speke yeaterday te Canadisn and Australisn Ambassaders
ani I think that they new have a pretiy good idea of vhat has been
geing en here, But it weuld be most unhelpful if the Australlan

and Cenadian Gevernments started checking baok an the basis of ear
reperts, and I have, therefere, mirked this telegram Cuarid’,

Fereign Office please pass Canberra as oy telegram Ne, 42.

[Ceples sent te Telegraph Section C.R.0, for repetitien
te Canberra}

DVANCE S
Private Seoretary
g4z P. Heyer Millar
Sir P. Dean
Mr, Reeley
Nead of Levant Department

FFFPF

TOP SECRET
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f"i R T Rt Examples of U.A.R. Interference in Lebanon

e ey
' I3

hag been of the U,A,R.'s hand in the recent disturbances in
Lebanon, The nest important maniiestations are the
sustained hostility of the U,A.R.'s Radio, and the’%idesPread
presecnce of Syrian Agents and arms.
Flags A, 2. {a} uoted by the Lebanese ¥oreign Minister in hig
2 and C statement on Hay 13:
(3) Unbroken arms smuggiing into Lebanon from across
her frontiers for many months passed;

Floy & (ii) the use of Cailiro Radio, Damascus Radio and the
"YVolce of the Arabs" to broadeast unfriendly
statements (in fact they amoun®sd to open
invitations to insurrection);

(iii) the Belgian Consul General in Damascus, endering
Lebanon fron Syria for the second tiwe in 24 hours,
is found to have in his car quantities of amis and
ammqunition and instructions Tor sctis of terrorisau;

(iv) an attack on the CGustoms post which stopped the
Belgian Consul, by 2 large band of armed men froa
scross the Syrian frontier. ¥ive Custous
cfificials were killed;

{+) landing of arms and Egyptian money from the Gaza
Strip, on et least three occasions, and the
presence of other suspicious craft off the Lebanese
ceoast;

(vi) participation in the riots in Tripoll of weubers or
ex-unenbers of the Syrian Army. At least 24 of the
rioters were arresied.

Flag b, {b} Reports in the Press:

(i} Yarther arrests are meobers of the Syrian Anaed
Forces or Deuxieme Bureau in Souk el Gharb (near
Beirut) and Beiteddine {where the President's

suumer Palace has been attacked recently ).

eve /{11) Arrest
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(i1) Arrest of Soviet citizens in Beirut, in
possession ol exrlosives and Syrian
identif'ication papers;

(iii)  the arrest of Syrians for ineiting shop keeners
to strike, and for being in possession of

exXplogives.

May 19, 1858,
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AGAress 3 on Wifice LeLCHLIRD jo,1254 of 1,
Repeated for informstion to: Beirut (for R,I.0.)
Baghdad.

Today's New York Times has a report fxom Caliro gunoting
anthoritative BEgyptisn sources as taking the line that Lebsnd would
be a ilability:st this time to the United Areb Republic, end
auggaatm-;,:;};ﬁ{t, althongh the arisis vas brought o by pro-Nasser
politicians in Leband, the well-orgenized Lebanese Commmnists
pitohed in for thelr om PUrpOSOS. "

The lebenese crisis put Nesger in a mogt unconforteble positim

" gince, although the pregident pohieved gome of Wig basic alms,

gources oioss to him report oonsiderable Aimenshantment over his -
dealing with the tremlin, and this zald to have redoubled his desire
for sormal relstions with the West,

.. Repert sdds that Calro snd Damasous newspapsrs conilmue to
aspand resignsticn of Chamoun and S, Solh "traltors to Arab
natiansligm and to the people of Lebanon”, There is no editorial

acoment.

Forelga Offies pass Yo Beirat snd Baghdad as my 4+glegrans Nos.
6, and 112 respegtively,

[Repested to Beixut and Baghdsdl,

mmmx =ZO-
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Ramtndrerinfmtion to P.O.M E.F. " m%
; Baghdad AEmaD
U.X. ¥isslon New York
end Saving 1o Ankara aris
N\ ,Ll()lS

My telegren No. 12047 Lebanon d a.ssar.

'H‘ass'ar begep by glving Mr. Here an exceited and tendentious
version of events in. the Lebanon. He had heard only by radio im
Moseow: of what was happening and had warned Hakim Awir by tele~

phona that the U, AR, was not to get imvolved, There might have

~been some border crossing and some amms yunnimg, but the soupling
‘of his name with the Russians as the villaing of the piece was an
azamﬂ.e of the mral tendancy to exaggerate his capabilities for
-~ causing trouble, How oould Le do so much with only £1 million a
y&ar 1n his budget for intelllgsnce?

2.5 He then went on to oriticise United States pelioy in supporting
Chamoun, who had brought this on him by his umpopular acts. How
‘gokld ell ex-Prime Ministers in Lobamn, inecluding these of impecceble

. -/ proviiestern anteosdents, be wrong end Chamoun alome right? Vhy could

-f
s

: oot ths United States[not]learn thet peopls in the Middle East were
po lenger going to have rulers imposed on them? He, Nasser, might

- be axbitrayy in some of his acts but he could get awaey with it
e bacauae ewmm knew 1t was dopa for the general good,

Tha United States Ambassador ssid there wes no point in
/g iz an arguoent on this subjeet. What was now going to
happan in Lebanon? To his surprise, Nasser's mammer changed
conple ly, and he began saying that he 414 not sees why there
could nét be a reasonable settloment. He had heard that Chehab
might bacoms Prime Uinister, This seemed to him e goed idea.
Thare wight Be:

'\__ 3 | OP SE E / (a)
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(a) An amnesty, The Oppositlon wers unlikely to give
up thfi_.r struggle if there were going to be
polifical trlals;

(b) Chehali as Prime Minister;

’ (0) Chamouyn could disclaim the intention to change
the Constitution, bub would serve.out his
tern as President. He saw no reasqn why the
Oppesition should insist on Chamoun's resig-

" pation - if they wers to get an ampesty;

-'(d) he mou would try to belp by giving sdvice
to Opposition laaﬂars-

{8) the United States Ambassador in Beirut might
~ gat in touch with Saeb Salsam and give him Nasser's
ﬂﬁws.

’; L. Mr. Hare has guggested that 1t wight be preferabls to

' ~ follew up Hasser s suggestions, rather than go to the Seeurify
Coumell and produos & lins-up of the Western Powers behind
Lebsnon ranged hgainst Nasser, backed by the TeS.5.R. Spaoulating
on the motive for Nasser's spparent desire to be msasonable,

Mr, Hare said that it wight be his fear of identification with
the Russisns in the Lebaness situation, a thems to which he

hed frequently reverted with annoyance during their conversation,

5. Te undarstand that the Stats Department are not in favowr
. of MoClintoek passing Nasser's views to Saeb Dalasm,

A Ay T
T -

AT TR . A weT T e

Forelgn Office please pass Imediete to P.O.M.E.F, and
. Beirut, Foutine to Amgan &nd Baghdad and Saving to Ankera end
- Paris a8 ny telegrams Nos. 32, 66, 66, 113, 63 awd 203
reapeotivnly. '

" [Repsated %o P.0.M.E.F., Beirut, Amam, Baghdad end Saving

to Anksra and Paris).
: ADVANCE COPTES
Private Secretary '
Sir F. Hoyer Millar
Sir P. Dean
Sir W, Hayter
Mr. Beeley _
' Head of Lsvant Deparivsnt B
AhLLL TOP_SECRER
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ed to Foreign Office telegram NO, of May 21,

Remathﬁ for infermetion to Belrut
Washlngton

and Baving te ' Amman
Baghdad

My telegram No. + Lebanon.

" { had 2 trief conversation with M. Ledge teday, before
wembers of our two misslens set to ge ever the ground.

2, It was clesr to me that tir. Lodge ms still doubtful ebeut
the strength of the wase the Lebgnese ceuld make out {Vaghington

g\g}*telegram no. 1201). I had the impressiom that his appreaeh te

{he whole rroblem wWas goloured by dislike of the nrespest thet
llgh‘tapenupinrrcntofun.

3, From the subsequent digeusgion it emerged that the uneasiness
of the United States migsion was not due to any dgoubt sbout the
return of U.AR. gotivities. It sprang from two songiderations:
the fear that the Lebanese would not be able io nake eut a
genvincing case of official intervention from outside, and saxlety
oyar the impression that might e ereated by the argument that the
troubles in the Lebanom were due to lecal dissatisfaction with the
Bevernuent; the Egyptisns here were ne deubt alresdy deing thelr

vegt to spread thia iwpresslion.

A. It wes pointed out to the Ageriesns that Nasser's reoerd e.g.
4n Jevdan, erested & presumption of guilt, and that if the evidemce
produosd wee nol guch ag to convince the mere naive aembers of the
Cemeil that they weuld be justified In gupperting & reselutien
direated at the U A R by naae, this need net prevent them freom
sening out sgainst *any" interference from eutside whish threatemed
the Lebsnon. = In any osse it was aurely e gsential, whatever was

0P SECRET feaid
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| (UKMIS) New York telegram Ne. 353 to Feredgn Offiee
- ow

gald to the Lebanese, not to give other nmissions any greund

far doubting the streugth of the Lebanese case. They agreed.
They said that when they had expressed o lir. Askeul thelr
niggivings about the strength of the sase he hed eutlined to thews,
they had nevertheless teld him that the Lebanese uust, of course,
N ceme to the Security Ceumcil if the Gevernment felt it was in
danger of boling overthrewm.

Foreign Office please repeat Prierity to Belrut as my
telegran No. 13 and Seving to fmmsn, Baghdad, Perls and P.OM.E.F.
88 ny telegrams Nos. 27, 36, 117 and L5 respesetively.

[Repested te Beirut snd Saving te Ammen, Baghdad, Paris
m P-O-M-EtFl ]l
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I‘ inward Telegram to Commonwealth Relations Office
FROM: U,K, HIGH COMMISSIONER IN INDIA MA’
RPTD: U.K, HIGE COMMISSIONER IN R-KIST4N (ACTING) W
D: Delhi 18,00 hours 17th May, 19658
R: 20,30 hours 17th May, 1658
2 n
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Addressed to Commonwealth Relations Qffice No, 618, Pepeated
to U.K, High Commissioner in Karachi No, 222,

LEBANON
T o
My telegram No, 60b, \$§?’L s

Joint Becretary in Ministry of External Affezirs told menmber
of 1y staff this morning that Indian Govermment had had a report
(he did not say where from) that the United Kingdom Government
ware considering vossibility of intervening in the Lebanon under
the Tripartite Declaration of 1950 fogether with United Btotes
and French Governments, He alsgc 2aid that the Indian @Government's
information was that there was a serious possibility that the two
northern provinces of Lebanon round Tripoli might attempt to
gocede Trom Lebanon and join United «4rab Republlce, He said that
g if this were =0 tihe Lebanese Govermment would doubtless resist and

there would then be a sltustion 1in whlch the three Western Powers
F mizht intervene to uphold the integrity of Lebanese territory
undey the tripartite declaration.

2. Jgolnt Secretary added that Indian Government were greatly
concerned fbout prospect of the trouble spreading; if there was
Western Intervention there would undonbtedly be some counter move
and situation would then deteriorate,

e Joint Secretary was told that we had no information about the
tripartite declaration being involved; the latest reports ssemed
to indicate that the internal situation was more under control.
Hig attention was alzs dravn to a report in the Indian Press this
morning that & Forelgn Office opoksman had said that 1t was "still
true" that the Lebanese Govermment had made no reguest to Britain
Tor intervention, Joint Becretaory sald that Indian Government
would appreciate the fullest exchange of Information with us on
the situation.

L. It would be helpful if we could have an up to date assessment

of the situation for passing cn to the Indians as soon as possible
with particular reference to the likelihood of movement for

secession, T also think it is not impossible that Indian Government
might be willing to urge caution on Masser, I assume you would

wish me to encourage this, \quglE( Ir

D Information in wnaragrophs 1= of your telegram W, Ho, Bﬁsfgas
been passed to Ministry of External affairs,

el v e ey e ey bl

/Copy to:-

TOP SECRET




—— e e e e et e —

1| 2| cma PUBLIC RECORD OFFIGE "% | 1] —
ret: fO 331/ 1301 78

Pleasa nole that this copy is suppiled subject to the Fublic Record Ofice's ters and conditons and hat your
use of it may be subject to copyright restrictions. Further Information s given in the anclosed Terms and

Conditions of supply of Public Reconds’ leaflat

- . - - o NmmLilpe R LR e ¢ e d b ———y

TOP SECRET

Outward Telegram from Commonwealth Relati{n??ﬁ\‘;ﬁ__l;:f‘z ;N

,I -4 JUN 1985
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Your telegram No. 618.YF
LEBANON

My telegram W, No. 363 containa a report on the situation in
the Lebanon for transmission to Indian authorities.

Za In speaking to Indizn authorities you should sazy that we are
profoundly concerned by the riocting in the Lebanon and feel that

the situation has gone beyond the question of President Chamoun's
re~election and mny reach o woint when the integrity and independenc
of the Lebanon are in danger. The Lebanese security force and army,
howaver, seem to be substantially in contrel of the situation and
putlic security seems to have improved. You could say that you
understand that the Lebanese Government nave under consideration the
poseiblility of raising in the Security Council the question of the
support given by the U....R. To the dissidents but that it does not
look as if they would do so in the immediate future., The United
Kingdom Government for their part have re=-assured President Chamoun
of their continued interest in the integrity and independence of

the Lebanon.

3. As regards specific points raised by the Indians, on present

- available information we do not consider that thare is any corporate

movement for secession in Horthern Provincces s such. Both
Govermment and Oppositlon have suppert in all areas. Oppesition
bands are, however, perhaps more active in north, which is
predominantly Muslim, and among their lecaders there may be some who
may think that they would see advantoge to themselves in  secession.
Such fgeling may increase if steps taken by Government to control
gituation hecome mere effective elsswhere in Lebanhon, It would,
however, we consider be misleading to describe such views of number
of leaders of rebel bands who happened +obe centred in ¥orthern
Provinces as movement on part of Provinces for secession,

L. A8 regards suggestion of possible Indian action referred to in
your peragraph U4, we would not of course wish to discourage Indians
from toking ony action which they may have in mind to urge caution
on Nasser, But we should not wish impres-ion to get abread that we
had instigated Indians to make such an approach, In any case we
doubt whether it would ke likely to influence Noasser, You should
not, therefore, take any initiative 1n conversation with Indians to
refer to possibility of an approuch by them %o Nasser, but sbhould
they put forward the suggestion thomesclves you may soy that we shoul
naturally be zlad of any action they might be able to take with
Nasser which might assist in bringing chout an carly end to UL kK.
interfercnce in Lebanese affairs, ' .

/Copy to:-
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