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Parliamentary Question -

*LM':'Mr. Wedgwood Benn : To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, what assurances
were sought by Her Majesty’s Ambassador from the Government of Israel about the

Y [o military objectives of ragli forces after they had crossed the armistice lines into the
Sinaj Peninsula; and "whé this included any assurances about the limitation of

I, hostilities nearthe Canal, _
LA @u‘rﬁ:’ffx [ty A 3 DEC 19b

= LI RS R

ANSWERED  E 07 jdab

H., M. Ambassador was not instructed to

;v 2 ATTACHED. seek any assurances from the Israel Government

after the Israeli forces had crossed intao the
T Sinai peninsula.

At 4,15 p.m. on October 30 the Israelis
were formally reguested by H.i.Government to
stop all warlike action forthwith and to
withdraw all Israeli militaryf orces to a
distance of 10 miles east of the Suez Canal

Flag A (F.0. telegram Neo. 1055 to Tel Aviv). The
Prime Minhister informed the House of this at
Flap B the time (Hansard column 1279 of October 30).

The Israel Government accepted the reguest
made to them, on the agsumption that a positive
response was also forthcoming from Egypt (Tel
Flag C Aviv telegram No. 598). In fact the Government
of Egypt rejected the reguest.

Ne cother formal communications were made
to the Israc=l Government, altihough both the
Prime Minister and the Se¢retary of State said
that it was H.M.Government's policy to =nsure
that Israel forces were withdrawn fw m Egyptian
territory.

I submit s draft reply. {ii;;;:)

(BE. ¥. Rose)
November 30,1954

Military Operations, Sigaj

\] Peninsuly

0 86, Mr. Benm asked the Secreta f
\ A | State for Foreign Affairs what assurgwgs
T were sought by Hep Majesty’s Armbag-
T sador from the Government of Israel
A . ;;{ .rf about the military objectives of the Ispaelj
- e 0 forees after they had crossed the armistice
Q . lineg mto the Sinai Peninsula ; and how
y S Y f:dl"[h_ls included assurapces about the

4 m limitation of hostilities near the Canal.

M2664 463027

1

Mr, Dodds-Parker ;: The Answer to th
first part of the Question js, Naone,” Th:
second part does not therefore arise,

e = mn -
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DRAFT REPLY TO
PARLI AMENTARY
QUESTION No.116
BY MR.WEDGWOQCD
BENN OF DECEMBER 3

g:)ﬂmeto fﬂb}: H%

{"None 38ir: the second heiteftie
does not therefore arise.
.
a‘bﬁ{»
P -

Notea for Supplementaries

As the Prime Minister told the House
on GCetober 30 the United Kingdom and
French Govermments addressed an urgent
communication to the Governmenf of
Israel in the afternoon of that day
calling upont them to stop all warlike
action forthwith and to withdraw their
military forces tb:a distance of ten
miles from the Canai. As the House
will be aware Israel accepted this demand,
2e The House will be aware that it is
H.M.Govermment's policy that Israeli
forces should withdraw from Egyptian
territory and should retire behind the
Armistice Demarcation Lines as requested
in the United Naticns General Assembhly
Resolutions.

Ja No further assurances of any kinad
have been sought from th: Israel
Government about the positioning of

their forces.

e o i
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British Embassy, L:ii>

Bangiok,

CONFIDENTIAL \/Q ) )9 ’J ]ﬂ !December 1, 1956,
__iMlU 0/96/56 oo R L LT e

Dear Departmentp - w{i
Would you please refer to our letiter (1050/87/56)
of Novenber 14 sbout reactions to the Middle GEast crisis,

2. There was som=2thing of a lull in press coverage and
comment on the Middle Rast with correspondingly greater
cmphasis on the Hungarian situation., The debates in the
United Nations Generel Assembly and the Prime Minister's
illness refocussed attention sharply on Suez. However,

we regret to say that press resctions in this latest phase
have beecn almost unenimously hostile. Our refusal to
withdraw all our troops immediately in conformity with the
United Nations resolutions is seen as an attempt to retain
bhysical control of the Canal Zone. TPhe practical reasons

for our insistence on a competent U,N. force sare brushed aside
or not menticned. Couslderable attention has alsc been

Paid to the possible economic effeets upon Theailand, though

in general it was believed that the closure of the Cenal

would not necessitate any perceptible inereass in the cost

of 1living in this country, unless traders took the opportunity
to put up prices.

3. Bir A. Eder's illness was interpreted as the firset

step towards his resignation. This was greeted with relief

by certain pepers who beliesved that it bressged a change in

H.M.G.'s policy. The real reasons for Sir A, Eden's decision

to take a few weeks' rest wers given scent mentior and wherpe

ihey were mentioned there was an element of Schadenfreude -
in the comment. One paper cited the Buddhist belief thet bad -
actions bring sbout ill eonsequences to the perpetrator,

4. The Govermment remain studiously correct in their attituds
and aveold taking a firm atand one way or the other by stating
that they favour the United Nations as the mesns for providing
a peaceful sclution. The Prime Minister has made it clear that
he maintains his policy of friendship with the U.K. At his
last press conference, he said thet he believed that the U.E,
and France will eventuslly withdraw their forces from Egypt

in accordance with the U.MN, Resolution, He explained that, for
Practical reasons, withdrawal was not an easy matter aend that
the political situation in the U.X, had also to be taken into
account.

5. H.M. Consul in Chiengmai has reported that the resetions

in the North of Thailsnd have been similap though much less
strongly marked. He has also met & number of Thais who have tolad
him that they supported our action but gencrally privete comments
have been unfavoursble. He also reports that hie Americean
collesgue appears to be convinced that there was collusion
between Britain, France snd Iarael,

6. Ve sre copying this letter to Chancery, Singepore.

Yours ever,

CHRNCEEY-
South Last Asia Department, NE

Fore ign Office.
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GONFILENTIAL
1050/103/56 * BANGKOK.
. ) : ' Tt December.1%, 1956,
R Y0OM J&ZZ ; /,
N . '/‘ R .
D De t t K -
ear Department, ffyﬁmq;“a?}

Would you please refer to our letter (1050/96/56)
of' December 1 about Thal reactions to the Suez crisis.

2. In an interview with the Prime Minister before his
departure t¢ the Eden Hall conference, the Ambassador
thanked Field Marshal Pibul for the fair attitude which
he and his Government had shown towards our actions.
The Prime Minister replied that he had been waiching
our situation with aympathy. He had sent a telegram

to 3ir A. Eden wishing him an early recovery. He also
sald that he had requested the American Ambassador to
exprees the hope to his Government that the U.S.

would not contlave to place the U.K. and France in

an awkward position. He hoped thsat ¢lose relations
would be reestablished scon and ended by saying that
relations between Thailand and the U.K, were very

gDOdo

e Meanwhile press Intereast has continued to veer
away from the Middle-East towards events in Hungary.
Lately cther international snd dcmestic items have

also received more coverage, having being almost
entirely ignored during the early daye of the two
eriges., We would expect that, previded the withdrawal
of' the Anglo=-french forces goes according to plan,

Suez will shortly receive no more than nomal attention
from the press,

L. We are oopying this lettepr to the Chanceries at
Singapore and Washington.

Yours ever,
@Y
R -

Scuth Bast Asla Department,
Foreign Office,
S.W.1.

British Embassy, \«/

¥
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Parliamentary Question

O . : ai howman; units of-

+ To ask the Secretary of Siate for Foreign Affairs, h il
. N Bt T o S o S o Foi A, o sy i o
'j L g Sinai, Rafah, or Gaza area sinqna_'_;_l_?!?l_l__o“ﬂ___ aber.

-

/.._A CZ—M/K“:/%
| AnaweRED 0?3'-//-4 .
REPLY ATTACHED. ~ Tofonsd 5 M [ Ao

Middle Eas; (British Forces)

74. Mr. Ness Edwards asked the
Ministet of Defence how many uaits of

.+ the British Forces have been engaged in
- military action by land, zir, or sea. in the

Sinai, Rafah, or Gaza area since 301k
Octeber,

Mr, Head: During the recent action
: o one cruiser, one “ Daring * class ship and
, two frigates of the Royal Navy were

3'-/] operating in the northern Red Sea and

- the Guif of Suez. There were no other
British forces in the areas mentioned,
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L. " Parliamentary Question s
“To the Prime Minister, if he will consult with the French and Israchi

& 45 Mr, Swingler: ‘To ask ) Is
®AS Prime.--!ﬁlinisters with a view 10 issning a joint factual statement on the recent miliary
i "D operations in the Middle East 50 as to counteract allegations of collusion and conspiracy

against Egypt. . o e SP— Y .
SO T T E T g e s

. —f i
Lz | | %‘JP\)OGII}MZQ-_?

ANSWEREDLS 7-//- £,0. ARE ASKEED TO ADVISE -
. ZPLY ATTACHED. ' The answer to this mus} clearly be in the
negative. - S _

-

2. I submit a graft reply

:
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MIDDLE EAST (MILIFARY |
OPERATIONS)

50. Mr. Swingler asked the Prime
Minister if he will consult with the French
and Isracli Prime Ministers with a view

Lo issuing a joiat factual statement on

the recent military operations in- the
Middle East so as to counleract allega-
tions of collusion and conspiracy against
Egypt.

Alr. R. A, Batler: 1 have been asked
io reply.

No: Her Majesty™s Government have
alveady countercd these allegations. The
olher Governmenls named i the hon,
Gantieman's Question have made their
own siftemicnis.

| .24; - sfff

Coy
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DRAFT REPLY TG
PAHLIAMENTARY
QUESTION NQ,L5 BY
MR. SWINGLER ON

}

NOVEMBER 27 1956

(Hansard ¢ol,1573]

[ew York tel.no,1380
- Flag A]

iMag B)

(Flag G]

{TelAviv tel. 306
4 Flag D)

No 8ir. H.HM. Government have slresdy
made gquite plain that they have neither
conspired nor acted in collusion with
Israel against Egypt. The action they took
was, of course, taken Jointly with the

Government of France.

NOTES FOR SUPPLEMENTARIES

1, The Foreign Secretary statelin the
House on October 31 that it was quits vrong
to state that Israel was incited by H.M.
Government, There was no prior agreement
between us about it. He also denied
emphatically the allegation that H.M.
Government instigated the Israel attack
before the United Nations General Assembly

on November 23,

2o The Israel Ambassador in London
categorically denied any suggestion that
Israel had been s party to some cther
arrangements and objectives outside their
own at = préas conference in London on

Novenber 2,

e The French Ministry of Defence denied

on November 20 that French Ailr Torce pilots
had taken part in the Israel military

operations against Egypt, as had been

alleged in certain British and foreign

newspapers, A similar denial was made by an

Israel Foreign Ministry spokesman,

— e b————— e
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b, Mr, Butler told Mr. Wigg on November 13 -
‘that the Prime Minister would not move 1o
app0oint a select committee to report on events

leading up to the recent operations. [Plag E]
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BRI : L Parhamentary f-!uestmn . ée.;./’ C\r\(‘ -

o

i ——————t . e ————
¥* Mr. Arbar Lewis: To ask Mr. Attomcy General, whether his attention has been drawn -
to the statement made in the News-Lefter, issued by Commander Stephen King-Hall, that

he has evidence of the Prime Minister having been informed on 16th October of the
impeading attack by Israel on Egypt; and whether, as this has been denied by the Prime

-

' b Minister, he will take action against Commandcr King-Hall for causing- disaffection and
unrest among Her Majesty's subjects and servicemen, _ - _
o -'5 DEC 1959

"0 ARL " T ACKED TO ADVISE
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“ NEWS-LETTER * " Mr. K. Joh

(STATEMENT)

3. Mr. Lewis asked the Attorney-

Minister, he will wake action a

" mander King-Hall for causing disaffection i.
and unresi among Her Mujesty’s subjects

and Service men.

The Solicitor-General : No, My right | My Speker: It is an insinuation.

no evidence | shoughe it was rather light-heasted]
but if the hon, Member for W
North {Mr. Lewis) thinks it was meant |
seriously, [ think it would be better for ; -
the hoa. Member for Biackle

hon. and learned Friend has
that Commander King-Hall
mitted a ¢riminal offence.

Mr. Lewis: Has not the Solicitor.
. General's attention been drawn to the
News-Letter which Commander King-

Hall has sent out stating that

" futable evidence thal the Prime Minister
was informed on 16th Ociober of the

impending Tsracli ailack on

he not aware that this News-Letrer has
becn circulated to Her Majesty’s Forces
and, of course, to Members of Parlia-
menl?  Surely the Solicitor-General ought { withdraw it, Mr. Speaker, 1 have great

(Mr. Lewis)?

gainst Com. -

pletely untroe?

has com-

Johnson} to withdraw it

he has irre.

i asked a question.
Egypt? Is

iin the question.

to take some action to charge this man | pleasure in deing so.

or ai least 10 get him ic withdraw the

stalements,
The Soliciior-General : Th

of seditious libel nor one of

disaffection turns upon the fruth or falsity

made.

important——

—Tar e -

nson ¢ Would not my h
and leatned Friend agree that none of ‘!
the statenents made by Commander
General whether his allention has been ;. Stephen King-Hall is as likely 10 cause
drawn 10 the stalement made in the - disaffection among Her Majesty’s sub-
Netvs-Letter, issued by Communder , Jeots as some of the Questions ssked by
Stephen King-Hall, that he has evidence{é- the hon. Member for West Ham, North
of the Prime Minister having been in. £

formed on 16th October of the impending g
atlack by Israel on Egypt: and whether, it
as this has been denied by ths Prime -

Mr, Lewis: On a point of order, s
L in order for an hon, Member to in- -
sinuate or infer that another hon. Member
15 putting down Questions fo cause dis-

Mr. Johnson : Further to that
. arder. I made no insinuation,

Mr. Speaker : There was an insinuation

Mr. Johmson : If you think I sheuld

Mr. P, Noel-Baker: s the Solicitor-
General aware that it is generally believed
e hon, Met- all over the world that Her Majesty’s
ber should recognise that neither a charge Government had foreknowledge of the
ineitement 10 sraeli attack? That is generally believed,
¢ 1alsily  'Will he represent to those senjor Ministers -
of the statement in respect of which it is who deal with the matter that it is vitatly

affection among Her Majesty's Forces, '
Particularly when that statement is com. -

]

1

point of

om, -’

i
F

|

~Mr. Speaker : Order. That is not a
question for the Solicitor-Ger* -,

Mr. Paget: Is it not a fact that this
News-Letter clearly constituted a criminal
libel? Ts it not further a fact that it
would be a defence to thar libel that the
words were true and in the public
interest? Is that why a prosecution has
not been preferred?

The Solicitor-General : The Question
which I answered was addressed 1o taking
action for causing disaffection and unrest
among Her Majesty's subjects and Service

;- men. If the hon. and learned Member
- likes to put down a Question directed to

v made, . :
ezt Ham, i

¥ (Mr. E. |-

something else, I shall have great pleasure

.in answering it,

- -

% pEe 1956
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arliamentary Qgestion

r. Arlhur Lewis: To ask the Secrctary of State far Forelgn Affairs, if he will publ:sh as a
White Paper all the communications which passed during the latter half of Ociober 1956

between

er Mafesty’s Govermment anci the Umted Stales Govemment relating 1o the

sifuation in the Middle East. - U1 \ I

f&u'-“"" ] rf. - Tﬁamﬁ 4 DEC 1956

-

If Mr. Lewis prefers to written
comm unicaticns, there were none,

2 H. M, Govermment were of course in teuch
with the U, 3. Government through the NDelega-
tions in New York sbout the situatien on the
Israel-Jordan berder, which Jordan referred
to the Security Council during October,
There were also Tripartite consultations in
Washington on October 28 and 2% about. Israel
mobilisation, These have already been
referred to in answer to!previous guestions
in the House. ;

3. I submit a draft reply,

oo (2

(Ev M. RD&E)
November -30, 1956

The “wNow-sAC ,
;5/{1# ?iji;;ifl
et

1

ANGLO-AMERICAN
COMMUNICATIONS (MIDDLE
EAST)

Mr. Lewis asked the Secretary of Statc
for Foreign Affairs if he will publish as
2 White Paper all the communications
which passed during the latter half of
October, 1956, betwecn Her Majesty’s
Government and the United States Gov-
ernment relating to the situation in the

- Middle East.

Mr. Dndds-?a:ker : Na.
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DRAPT REPLYV TOQ
PARLIAWEHTARY QUESTION
NO. 11 BY MR, ARTHUR LEWIS

ON DECEMBER L, 1956

S B e
o e &3%

Qe

NOTES FOR SUPPLEMEMTARIES

1. It is not H.M. Covernment's
practice to disclose the nature of confi-
dential communications with ancther

Government whether oral or writien,

2, Israel~Jordan hordepr

H.M, Government naturally kept in
touch with the U,S, Government and
other friendly governments through
their delegations in Hew York over the
reference of the Israel-Jordan situation

to the Security Council by the Government

of Jordan.

3., - Discussions on Israel mebilisation

Nothing to add to the statement
made by the Secretary of State con
October 31 [Hansard col. 1572] and
answers to previovs Parliamentary

Guestionz.
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letand

Parliamentary Question

-!E;!ﬂ' 1r. Wedgwood Benn: To ask the Minister of Defence, to what extent Supreme Allied’
Mi.!:ommagng established for the Anglo-French forces: at the Headquarters in Cyprus
exicnded its autherity to French personnel in Iscael.

LA fustit, €&

39

[V ei0ar] 1027

f.0. AR T ASKED TO ADVISE.

French Pemnnel; Israel
39. Mr. Benn asked the Minister of

Comiand established for the Anglo-
French forces at (he Headquarters in

Cyprus exiended its authority to French

personnel in Isracl,

Mr, Head : To no extent whatever.

- Defence to what extent Supreme Allied -

Mr. Benm: In that case, c¢an the .

. Minister of Defence please teli the Housc
+ why the Anglo-French Command in
© Cyprus authorised French pilots to Ry
 from Cyprus to Israe] to train the lsraeli

Air Force, after the ultimatum had been

. given?

P Mr. Head : 1 know of no such authe-
risation from Cyprus.

mi g e e

- —— e ——
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ey &t

T (if1loe Geving telegraft w8EC

Addressed Telp .
69(8) of December 5 repeated for informsrtion SAVING ; %,
tos A’
e 1‘9E3
' 0510  ees Ho. 69 Es; &
STOCKIOLM,. Yo. 69 (8 L™

UKo DEL.

s i 83,40

In my Tel. Hoe 345 1 pave an = count of early resctions
in this country io Ang lo=f1rench in.epvention in JEpb and
1 have from time to time reported Dmiish Press comment on
subscguent developments in the Mmiddle vaste In view of
forthecoming mee ting o’ Atlantic Covnell 1t may be oprortune
to 4ry to provide &n up=to=dinte annesnment of Dani
opinion.

Ze The positlon taken up by the oadeh Covernment hos boen
conglatently moderrie, especially in corparieon with the
anxiety sni irritation which they beirayed when vhe original
propoenls for @ isers’' sssoclation were announced. Thelr
prompt and practical su port for the Jdespateir of i JeTis
foree wam evidence of their ueaire 1o help in any way they
could to bring about an aceceptable pottiement. A things
now sland, the Government neem chiefly concerned to Bee the
Atlentic ~lliance reatored to full atrength.

i I ot sll merpers ol .ihe cpeisl Henrocratls rarty subpcribe
i 1o the criticlems of Anglo=i cench action sppesaring in {the
g party newspsrer, speinl Demokrsaiiml. 1:g "Labour” edlior
has seid n orrlvate armvorantion that he end the political
editor sn: three other members of the edltorial cormittes
were strongly in 16vour o our cction, althoush & majority
of the commiilies deprecoted 1t. vhe 1-ad of the party's
Infomuntion Centre has toli the Lsbouwr +tteché that be thoupht
pur mllitary intervention in . g.pt was fully Jjustifi.d but
thet 1t shoul | heve been wricrtaxen carlier and completed,
The Clsdrman ol the © umen's lnion expressed cimlluar viewa.
(. the olhry hun. i1i1te aprrobstion reflects in nome MoBRULE
the widely heli conviction in Den ark thal rmajor qucatlene
of roeijyn polley should not be g+~ ro:ched Lrom the angle
’ of party. It i certain too that many in the Nanleh Labour
= soverent continue to vegprl our nction an inexplicable and
inexcucablie. The neutrallist and wuntl=coloniel” Ruilesls
hove olso baon cut pistently cbitical.

Le o inhe G rosltion Parties, ithe 7 npeprvatlves ond e
Nenpy Ceorglsis hove tirmly =up o)rted our action from Lhe
oulnets A prominent conrervative sember of the Folkellng
has told us that st the Party Conjress hold from the 16th to
the 18th of @ ovember the greet majority approved of our
{aterventlion and chcered ¢ach mention of ajp Aanthony “den's

. NEMme s the Venatre i ni-ty have been more cautious un:i ihe
rood of its dominant representative in the Fovclgn Allaips
comnittee = Kie Trorkil BErietensen = {houwh not unsyinpa thetle
hus L.een one of porrov ond reprontl.

Be he Cemin=G, of the wnlsh 0VOEH, abniral - vistgnard,
* wus alsrred and eritical at the outneb. ot other senlor
officers .uve cxpressed warm approval and aympathy s hrve
o number ol former iceders of the Reaistance Hoavemnerits

} vee/6e
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6 In the Industrial field, the DArcctor of the
“mployer?s Fed: :gtion hap said that he considered our

! sotion justified but that the reasona advanced for 1t do
not convince him. The “hsirman of the anish Federation
of "vades iinions told the Lauour Alitaché that he feels in
hins heaprt that the British action waz rijht but {inds in
business cirolen generally the great majority secm to
consilder cur intervention Justified though many regret
that operations were halted bufore the whole Cannl sone
could be ocoupted. The incmveniences of peilrol rationing
prit 011 shortuges have been :ccepted with surprisingly good
groce mnd there ir no noticcsile tendensy Lo blame 1t on
the Nritish,.

Te To sum up, I would ouay bthut there iso very little

deep scated resentyent at our intervention in veypt snd

o substantial measure of popular supportes Danipin resliam,
the great gomwill »u enJoy in thle couniry and sympatby

for Iarae) haeve all played a nart Iin penerating ite There
GCers, toa' to be o widely held bellef that Her VYelesty's
Government’'s .iecigions both to launch the expedition umi to
orler the ccase~{ire wcre Jue to corpelling rcanons thet
cannot now but one day will, br revealed. In the menntime
the deeciaton 1o kil the operatlons 1s regarmled as my:-te-lous
and regprettonble, Huny people attribute it to american
preassure and there in a strony lendency to eritieclze -merican
policy bulore end Jduring the cpisls. Mr. Doammarskjicsld

is alse £ equeatly blamed £©:.r having been too aoft with
Hagaer. A remgikable nurber of privele indlviduals in
vauprious wolks of life have gone oul of their way to nsaume
me or nembers of wy staff of thelr sympathy in our d1fflcultic
und of their regret tha: the British point of view has not
been better unierstood in the U,N. and elaewhere,

BARCLY &
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Parliamentary Question

\/

3 ¥ Mr. Denis Healey : To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, whcther...“;t. an}r time
fﬁ' after 23rd October, Her Majesty’s Government warned the Government of Israel agajnst

attackivg Egypt.

_. LA -Ar,c-'/f’ﬁ-’ éé:ﬂ'/'ﬁ

| ANSWERED B/5DEC 450
- "2~ ¥ ATTACHED.

i

BT

" 5 DEC 1956

Soo  Qmewn  Antatat an Ayl

@wﬂfz‘m.

ISRAEL
Mobilisation of Troops

101. Mr. Healey asked the Secret
of State for Foreign Affairs whetbcr.a?;
any Ume after 23rd October, Her
ivrlajcst}; 5 thvelrnmcnt warned the Gov-

nment  of Israel agaj i
Eerne gainst  attacking

Mr. Ormsby-Gore: 1 would refer

: the
hon. Gentleman to the Answer given by
my right hon. and learned Friend to the

hon. Member for Ash
on 5th Nowemie: shiicld (Mr. Warbey)

(2]

“,
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DRAFT REFLY TO
PARLIAMENTARY RUESTION

NO, 25 BY KR, DENIS HEALEY
OF NENEMEE DECEMBER 3 1956

——

N MM&»

L wnuld refe the Hon. Gentl

vy €. o

to the answer,z’ to the Hon.
Hember for;hshfleld on Nowvember H.
NOTES FOR SUPPLEMENTARIES ‘i;,f" ;jh

l. Why was no such warning glven
Israel?

The situation d1d not seem to

denpmand it,

24 Why was nothingz said even when
Israel mobilicsation was reported?

Because our attenticn was
conecentrated on tﬁe Israel-Jordan
border where there had been a number
of recent incidents, It seemed
likely that mobiliéatibn was connected
with the sitvation on that border and
the Israel Government was accordingly
reminded of H.M. Government's

obligations under the Anglo-Jordan

Treaty.

3., Wha e HM A bsadn t $ ue fod

o g naksint o K bt Gt ?
fofo. To Qwwr.  Jivew t

M. Cotlnn Bewckian, o Nov- 24

[ty 8]
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FROLi Wi, WIV QN FOaEs OFUaGl

Cypher/QLP BAST (SHGRIT) (CABLITT)

Sir J. nicholls

lic, 830 D, 1,15 pem. Novenber 26, 1956 ;
o Loy 20, 1986 Re 2,02 vere  Hoverber 26, 1956 f

JrddiiL
S Giws
adiressed to Foreign Office telcpram Ng.830 of Hovember 20.

Neneatod for information to URLEL Jiew York
dashington

tivard.

I aaw Ren=Gurion yraterday, having seat a nessage a few days
eariicr that I should be glad of an opportun’ty for another
iniorenl toalil
2, loowas in a relosed and philosonhlceal nood. Lfter some
gency:al direussion of lihe Sucg operation he said it was ne good
cigint oueir gpilt cilky The ddlice had not succeeded in upsetiing
issey nnt that wae ihint, The pressing need now was to re-
estaniish unity anoug the destern Fogers and everything vust be
aujicor innted to thats  Jle 310 nol soc how PYresident bisenhower
agwmld 7o~y Delng angry omich loncer;  his infarmation was that
intlucuyiial npipion in the United States (he nmentioned particularly
fleneral Bedell Smith, Mir. Alan Dnlles, and the Pentagon) wes moving
in ouap fayoor, e thousht it night well be worth while for the
Unitod fintoes Aduinistpation to anpear to be cool and unfriendly
Townpde ve 3f this enabled then to wean the Afro-Agians away from
the Rynsianey  but it wonls be very serious if they continued to be
pemrinely onfriendly ont nf rere pigue.

Ze  Ienefurion asked anviously whether I knew anything of Turkey's
intentions i regard te relations with Israel., hot having seen

s s uanicora telegran No.1019, I replied truthfully that I knew no more

73

thon wimt the Israel :inister had teld Sir J. Dowker.

le V¢ had some tolk slbout Syria end Jordan, tut nothing very
interestiing emergeds 1 took the opportunity to speak on the lines
o&ﬂynn?“?ﬁlegram H0,131) paregraph 1. DBen-Gurien dismissed
JﬂrLﬁﬂiﬁ%gfcan of an Isrnel attack on Syria as sheer nonsense.

o o | : :
De ?ipqlly, 1 wentliconca wllcgutions of eollu: ion between israel,
Franc#. and the United Liugdon. I impressed on Ben-Gurion that,
' /politically

IDRLL
VR [0 I/ @1—5]' DISTRI BUTT(H F
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CRET
Tel aviv telepram lio.530 to Faoreign Office

-

politically, these were far more dangerous to us than tc Isracl;
and I _xpressed the hope that he would lose no opportunity of
scotohing these rumours. le ssid he would do [? grp.onitted) he
c.uld, though it was not easy {o prove a negative. He had
already taken steps to disprove the story that he visited laris
an Gotober 20 by demonstrating that on that day he had presided
over o Cabined, lunched with the T'resident, driven to Tel Aviv
and [gpeountec, ] there.

Foreipn Offiece pass Houtine vashington 133 and UkLiL New
York 13%0.

fliencated to Jashington. n” Uirl Jew York]

111

e e e ——————
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MIDDLE EA3T ~ THE PAKISTAN ATTITUDE

Following arc éxtracts from letters dated 9th and 12th
dovenber Trom the U.u. Eigh CGomnissionci in Karachi to the
Comnonwenlth Relations Office.

Letter of 94h November. _

1T called on Sardar Amir Lzam Khoan, the prcsent fiinister of
Information andG Broadeasting, this morninc. He is the only
Minister of the vrescat regime who hags becn in the preseat and the
last two Governmcents.

24 In order to get him talking, I fold him that whilst I had
anticipated sympathy for another ruslim country, I had bcen
startled by the streongth of feeling which I had found on my
arrival against the British-and French action. He rcactcd at
OICT . :

5 In his vicw, Indian support for wasscr had proyvented our
reaching agreeacnt with Daypt. If India had behaved properly,
thu prescnt situation would not have ariscn.

he It waz in the intoroscts of Pakistan to prevent the Sucz
Canal Dbeing controlled czelusively by Egypt. They had weleoinzd
our strong lince imowing that Sgypt was not a fricnd of zakistan
and that if Sgypt rotaincd cxclusive dontrol she might at souw
time usc that control against Pakisten as shc had donc against
Isracl.

5 igainst this background, the iwmcdiate Pakistan rcaction to
the snglo-srecnch move had not been unfriendly. e told in: for my
privatc inforiction that many pcople in the bazanr had chuckled

at our action and had hoped we should succocd.

0. The shock had come when we “flouted the United sations”.

At this point aluwost the whole of the intcliigentsin in Pakistan,
with officinl and Ministerial sopport, bocame alaried. The
reacson was cuite siunple. Pakistan still fears a hostile India
and has continucd to rely on the United Hations as providing the
right solution for Rashmir. The United Hations was a big umbrellao
uder which they would hope to seck protection 1f they were
attaclked by India. Tho flouting of United Waticis authority by
two founder menbers, viz. Britain ond Prance, altered the whole
position. . Thoy foresaw the end of the United Nations sinco it
would be opon to other big powers, ¢.g. India, to risk action
arainst sualley nations and without the support from at least the
Uni ted tingdom scconded by the United States. fHe said in olfect
that Tor Pokistan the United-Hatioms support came from the United
Stoates/United Kingdom allianec.

Te I reitcrated voery shoritly our case for toking the original

action nad for maintaining our position wntil we could hand over

to an cffective United rations force. The Hinistor said he was
preparcd to acccpt it that we have probably achicved one objective

which was satiufactory to Pakistan, viz. the foture international
control of thc Cannl. sccondly he accebted it that it is our

firn stand which has forecd the United Hations for the first time ’
in its history to take c¢ffective action, i.c. in tihc crcation of

an intcernntional forec. Hoevcrtheless, we have 1lnst prostige

throughout the world and in particular in South Dast isia. It

swill
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will take a long tiws to restore our position. T soid that I
would necd all the help in helping to do this and he promiscd we
that at thoe visht moment he would help us to get over our casc in
the Pakistani press and radio, - P

8. The Liinister addcd that we should take account of what hc had
said in trying to restore our position, although he did not wish
to be guotcd as having given we this advice.

9. Phe inister said that 2akistan foeling was imainly dirccted
against tuc United Lingdom-bocausc they had expaectad S0 much more
from us than frow the Prench, whom they rcgardcd as a decadent
people. '

10, after leaving Sardar auir Jzam Lhaa, I called on sir. Dildar
shmed, the neow Minister of Agriculture. Ho 18 a fricndly person
and I snent a useful half hour with him. He took broadly the suiw
line as the ifinister for Inforaation as regards the gencral '
Pakistani renction to our Suez oporation. He siressed that he and
hiec ocople had glways rolied oa the British sense of justicc and
moral auvthoritye. He himself had uscd this as an argumcnt against
Sommunism in Zast Pakistan.’ .

Leticr of 12th Wovewber

5e The iapression left on wy wind frow the talks with the
President, Primc dinister and other Ministers is thot whilst most
of the shock of rcceat cvents is boginning to bBe absorboed, thoy
arce now in o state of bewildeormcut. The Primc Minister is
vulncrable politically, and is being fired at frowm twoe sides,
nauwely by his oun cxtreme followers headed by Bhashant and also by
the kuslim League who arc aaking the most of this opportunity of
attasking thc Government, The lotter 1s obhly lod by oxpericnccd
men such as 2ab Wishtar, the Huslim League President, and is
supported on the side iincs by Chaudri ilohamnd 4li, the late Prime
Miniastecr.

6, 7or the prescat, Subhrawardy is resisting pressure about mcmber-
ship of tho Commonwcalth awnd has coae out strongly in favour of
strengthening the Baghdad Pact. But kuowing Suhrawardy as I do and
having rcgard to his past record, I still have some uncasinoss lesit
in the last resort he might sacrifice Pakistan's meabership of the
Comucnwealth in order to maintain his own political suprcaacy.
Having said this, I should make it clear that the President at this
stage will do his beost to prevent a Coumonwcalth break - but cven
he may be foracd for political reasons to changce his front. Cnly
cvents and tiwc can tcll, amd all I can do at the momwant is to
watch every straw to sce how the wind blows.

Te ‘Fith the President, the Prime hinister and all the othor
Ministers, I have stoutly maintaincd that our action has becn right
and that vlitimoately it will hc shown to be right. By and large,
this has neot been challeanged. In most cases, the shock has been
twofold: first, to find the Unitcd Kingdor acting in a way in
which they regard as being so wholly out of character with Mour
past respect for justice®, and sccondly, becausc of tho fear which
has becn stcadily growing since the ccase fire that w. have neither
eliminated Hasser nor secured our objectives, It seems to me that,
to put it very hluntly, the Paiistanis would have been very greatly
relicved if our action had brovght ‘assor down or preferably to have
let the Israclis do thg job. The 2rime Winister is as howildercd
as everyonc clsca He said yosterday that you could look at the
jmmodinte situation from tego angles, and he himeelf doss not lnow
which is right. ©Cn the once bhand, it can be &aid that Wasser has .
come out as tiiec vietor in that his army has not been destroyed, he
is rebuilding his aivficlds, his bost aireraft were disperscd in
Syria -t 5avdi Srabisz, he hes got the suposort of proctically

SN LT
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cvery country represenbed at U.W, and is st1ll being built up
powerfully by Ruasin. against this it might be said that rcoont
cvents represent a complete sct-back and loss of facc for Sgypt and
Russia. The Egypilan army has besn shovm to be vacless, Nasscr

was without recal help from his so-called ;,rab friends and, rinally,
by bis own actian hc has blocked the Canal with all tho econoric
conscquences which this will wean o Bgypt. The Prime Minister,

his colleagucs and the Forcign Secretary are all looking for sowc
clue as to the future coursc of events. Lven as regards the
bullding up of the intermational forec, ihcerc is bewilderment and
anxicty, Pakistan has mndec a firm offcr of a battalion, but, so
far, thore hns been no inforuation from dev York as to what is really
waintcd in the way of military help from Pokistan cither in nuilbers,
time or conposition. Cn the other hand, the Foreign Scorctary told
ine this afternoon that India have just asked for immediate air
freedoa over Pakistan to fly substantial nuimbers of Indizns to Faples.

8. The President confirmed to wme yesterday that he had returned
to Karachi with Suhrawardy becousc he did not feel that he could
leave the latter alone at this particular junctura. The liiddle
East tour programww for the President and Prine minister, which I
sent you by telegrawm yesterday, can be regarded as the resumpiion
of the President's original tour (with Suhrawnrdy tacked on so as
not -to dcave him alonc in Pakiston), and with the twin objcet of
strongthening tice with Trag and Turkey and putting prossure on
Jaudi Lrabia. Boig, the Porcign Scerctary, confirimcd this in as
many words this aftcrnoon."

Copy to: D.II

SURZ CAMaL DISTRIBUTION

SPECTAL MINISTERIAL DISTRIBUTION

Joreign Office LY. Gelierrclls,

SOUTIL A3%s D LIDDLE BLi3T DEP.RTHMHINT
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CANAL ~ FRENCH

THE FOLLOWING DESPATCH IS FROM REUTERS STAFF CORRESPONDENT, e
ALEX VALENT INE, WHO HAS BEEN IN ISRAEL SINCE NOVEMBER 2, . R 104 ,
_ TEL AVIV, NOV 21 (DELAYED>, REUTER - LIMITED DFTAILS ;+: h““O l/?ry
OF THE PRESENCE OF FRENCH PILOS AND PLANES IN ISRAEL DURING et

THE S:{I‘#AI OFFENSIVE WERE ALLOWED TQ PASS THE ISRAEL! CENSORSHIP
FONIGHT

FRENCH PILOTS WHO FLEW HERE WITH AN UNKNOWN NUMBER OF
MYSTERE JET FIGHTERS BEFORE THE START OF THE SINAT OFFENSIVE
BERSONALLY TOLD ME THEY HAD BEEN FLYING "PATROLS,"

AN ISRAELI OFFICIAL COMMUNIQUE - THE ONLY MENT [ON OF
FRENCH FPILOTS HITHERTO ALLOWED TO PASS THE CENSORS -
LIMITED ITSELF TQ DENYINGTHAT FRENCH PILOTS TOOK PART IN THE
SINA| CAMPA IGN.
THE STORIES OF PILOTS ARE DIRECTLY CONTRARY TO THIS ASSERTION,
SOME STAT ING THEY HAD STRAFED EGYPTIAN TANK COLUMNS IN SINA)
AND OTHERS THAT THEY HAD PILOTED FRENCH "FLYING BOXCARS®
IN PARACHUT £ DROPPING OPERAT IONS.

THE ISRAELIS TONIGHT ALSO OFFICIALLY DENIED ANY SUGGEST ION
OF "COLLUS ION" BETWEEN ISRAEL AND ANY QTHER NATION IN
THE 3INA| QOFFENSIVE BUT IT WAS NOTED THAT THEY DID NOT DENY
THAT FRENCH AIRMEN WERE IN FACT PRESENT IN I3RAEL DURING THE
LIGHTNING SINAI WAR.

MORE MCH.. 1117

CORRECTION/O
IN CANAL-TECHNICIAN3 BRUSSELS PRINTER 1027 PLEASE READ
IN FIRST PARA. .4 REFUGEE PARTY OF 137 MEN AND FAMILIES

WHO HAVE BEEN ETC... INSTEAD OF ...A REFUGEE PARTY |
OF 137 MEN AND FAMILIES ALSQC HAVE BEEN.e..

REUTER 1018 i



2o
~ - FRENCH 2 TEL AVLV .
ANALDFFEC!ALE SERE HAVE PERSISTENTLY REFUSED TO ADMIT THE PRESENGE

THE FRENGH, IN ONE CASE

ULEBOOK WITH RANKS AND NAMES WAS DESCRIBED AS "A LIAR”
FRENCH PILOTS

THI1S CORRESPONDENT AT AN A

WHEN | SAw THE PLANES A FEW D

AD BEEN REMOVE

| WAS ON THE AIRFIELD [ DIP NCT, HOWEVER, SEE ANY
FRENCH PILOTS AC
AFTER THE SINA} CAMPAIGN

/
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A CORRESPONDENT WHO PRODUCED A

AND FRENCH PLANES WERE FEIRST SEEN BY
IRF1ELD SOMFWHERE IN ISRAEL.,
AYS LATER THE FRENCH MARKINGS

D AND THE STAR OF DAVID PAINTED ON. DURING THE

TUALLY TAKING QFF IN PLANES.
ISRAELY AIR FORCE OFFICERS GAVE

IT WAS ATTENDED BY THE

A "WICTORY PARTY" IN A TELAVIV HOTEL.,
DAYAN AND FRENCH AIR

cHIEF OF STAFF, GENERAL MOSHE

FORCE OFFICERS WERE ALSO PRESENT .
T WHO SAJD HE HAD BEEN FLYING AlIR

{ SPOKE TO ONE L IEUTENAN
PATROLS ALONG THE SYRIAN AND J

HELPED TQ PROV IDE AN
EGYPT ] AN BOMB ING.

MCRE MCHeewss 1127

ORDAN FRONT JERS AND HAD ALSC

"a IR UMBRELLA"™ OVER TEL AVIV IN CASE OF
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_ REQUESTED REFTN...
" CANAL=-FRENCH 4 TEL AVIV

ANOTHER EXPLANAT ICN OFFERED BY UNOFFICIAL ISRAEL] SOURCES

,+ THAT THE FRENCH DID FLY AR PATROLS AND A PROTECTIVE
UMBRELLA OVER HAIFA AND TELAVIV BUT DID NOT PART ICIPATE IN
ANY ACTUAL COMBAT OQPERAT IONS.

ISRAEL] DISCLA IMERS OF PARTICIPATION OF FRENCH PILOTS
IN SINA) HAVE BEEN ACCOMPANIED BY A NUMBER OF UNOFFICIAL
ALTHOUGH INSFIRED STATEMENTS THAT FROM THE POINT OF VIEW OF
THE ISRAEL| GOVERNMENT ANY "COLLUS ION" WITH BRITAIN AND
FRANCE IN SINA| AND THE CANL OPERATIONS WOULD HAVE BEEN "UNDES IRABLE"
FROM THE ISRAELI POINT OF VIEW,

THESFE SAME SQURCES ARGUE THAT ANGLO=FRENCH INTERYENT ION
IN THE CANAL AREA WA3 N FACT DISADVANTAGEQUS TO ISRAEL.
THE POINT MADE BY THESE SOQURCES 15 THAT IF BRITAIN AND FRANCE
HAD NOT INTERVENED, EGYPT WOULD HAVE CONTINUED TO SEND REINFORCE-
MENTS TO 3INA ) AND THE ISRAELIS WOULD IN THE LONG RUN HAVE DESTROYED
MORE OF THE EGYPT [AN ARMY.

THE SOQURCES ALSC SAY THAT ANGLO-FRENCH INTERVENT ION
RESULTED [N AN EAST-WEST I(ISSUE WHICH FINALLY FORCED THE ISRAELIS
TG AGREE TO WITHDRAW FROM SINAl. HAD IT BEEN LEFT AS A PURFELY
YLOCAL AND PRIVATE"™ MATTER, ISRAEL WOULD HAVE BFEN
ABLE TO MAKE POLITICAL AS WELL AS MILITARY GAINS IN HER VAR
AGA IN3ST EGYFT.

SEMI-OFFICIAL SOURCE3 HERE REFUSE TQ STATE WHY THE ISRAEL]
AIR FORCE DID NQT BOMB EGYPT JAN AIRFIFLDS WHEN SUFFERING A
HIGH PROPORTION OF CASUALTIES FROM EGYPT IAN AIR ATTACKS [N THE
FIRST TWO DAYS OF THE CAMPAIGN. THEY INSISTED THAT THE EBRITISH
AND FRENCH BOMBING OF EGYPT JAN AJRFIELDS WHICH STARTED ON THE
THIRD BAY WAS "A MATTER OF GOOD LUCK AND COINCIDENCE,"
REUTER MCH 1151
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CANAL--FRENCH 3 TEL AVIV

ANOTHER FRENCH OFFICER THEN STARTED TO GIVE ME DETAILS

OF ANOTHER ACTION, HE WAS RESTRA INED BY AN ISRAEL! WHO
TOLD HIM: "BE CAREFUL."

A FEW DAY3S AFTER THIS ALL FRENCH AIRMEN VANISHED FROM SIGHT

=-AT LEAST FROM THE JOURNALJSTS=--AND AN ABSOLUTE BAN ON

" ANY MENT ION OF THEIR PRESENCE WAS IMPOSED BY TME ISRAELI

GOVERNMENT,

EV IDENCE HERE OF REPORTED PART ICIFPATION QOF THE FRENCH

[N THE SINAl CAMPAIGN 15 BASED ENTIRELY ON SECOND=-HAND REPCRTS.

FERSONALLY NEVER SAW ANY SUCH ACTION NOR HET_AN?EREE!ﬁBLE

| NDE PENDENT " OBSERVER WHO DD~ = =
TOFRENT

FOFFTCERS " WHU"CLXITMED TO HAVE PARTICIPATED IN

SUCH ACTIONS DID NOT FURNISH ANY CORROBORAT ION OF THEIR STORIES.

IT WAS NQTED HERE TRHAT DURING THE FIGHTING IN THE CANAL

AREA THE BRITISH CLA IMED ON ONE OCCASION TGO HAVE SHOT DOWN AN
ISRAEL] PLANE. THE ISRAELIS DENIFD THAT ANY QF THEIR PLANES
WAS MISSING. BUT ON THE SAME DAY THE FRENCH ADMITTED ONE OF
THEIR MYSTERES WAS MISSING.

ONE EXPLANAT ION THAT HAS BEEN OFFERED FOR THE PRESENCE

CF THE FRENCH HERE 13 THEY HAVE SIMPLY BEEN FERRYING PLANES
FROM FRANCE. WHETHER THESE PLANES WERE PART OF THE PREVIOUSLY
ANNOUNCED SAL3S OF ARMS OR WHETHER THEY WERE AN EXTRA ALLOTMENT
WAS NOT KNOWN.

MORE MCH 1131
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British Embassy,
Jedda,

Nwelﬂber . 5 y 19'56 . |

1072/56

I sz fO‘Hfloop

Dear Depariment,

The following are the texts of twe megsages sent
by King Saud to President Eisenhower on Cetober 30 and 3t
Pewenbop—4~rcapectively:

‘"I have leasrnt of Your Excellency's great concern
at Jewish aggression against Egyptian territory, of your
attempte to warn the aggressor and of American determina-
tion to take the side of the party aggressed upon, Suech
an attitude is a victory for the principles of justice
Tollowed by the United States and acted upon by Fresident
Eisenhower, a man of honour who keeps his word. I thank
Your Excellency for your endeavours to repel this treache-
rous aggreasion I hope Your Excellency will rest assured
that our aim is to maintain peace,  If you do not hasten
to atop this aggression no one can foresee the consequences.

" Your Excellency and the whole world recognise thai we are
right when this zioniet faction occupies Arab territory
and is responsible for trouble and disorder in the Middle
Eest. While thanking my desar friend for his attitude, I
hope he will continue effective action to help the party
aggressed upon and, by fulfilling the promises he has mede,
so 6tablilize the situation that peace which has been
disturbed by the zionist aggressor may be restored to this
pari of the world,"

"Yesterday 1 telegraphed to Your Excellency thanking
you for the attitude you have adopted towards Israeli
sgegression and for the stanmd faken by the United States
in the Secuiity Council meetings on this matter, I
now appeal to the United Siates and to Your Excellency to
put a stop to all acts of aggression inconsistent with
the prineciples of the United Nations., The United States

p is traditionally famous for her love of freedom and jus-
tice. 1 sppeal to you to stop the recent Anglo-French
ageression against Egypt and, in your own wise manner,

1o do something towards this, Iff the United Stales does
not do something positive I fear that the eastern situation -

, will so develop as to bring about a wide gap between East
and West which will be difficult to bridge and which might
have the moet seriocus consequences for world peace, I
have great confidence in your judgment and your love for
the welfare of menkind, eo to gulde peaceful humsnity away
from the migeries of war,"

Yours ever,

ﬁmﬁmcmm

Rastern Department,
Foreign Office,
London S.W.1, '
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LY {2'0?_‘ lj@g&arliamentary Question

_ | . i5: “ sk the Sec-i;étary of State for Foreign Affairs, at what time on
* ﬁoﬁfaﬂgﬁ%ﬁm&ﬁ Government wete first informed of the Jscaeli invasion of Egypt ;
and in what manner this intimation was delivered to Her Majesty’s Government,

[Transle 1
Haf'- ﬂ.ﬂ(ﬂ( ﬂ” —'lfﬂ—:-__-rmvum:&:
LA Cose/ Aave— N 27 POV 5h

e

The first offiecial news of the Israeli
invasion of Egypt was peceived in Tel Aviv
FLAG A telegram No. 580 in the evening of October
29. This was decyphered by aprroximately
8.30 p.m.

FILAG B 2. Mr., Lewis has written to the Prime
Minister to say that he wishes to give him
an o~»ortunity to refute a2llegations that the
Prime Minister was'told in Paris of the time
Y bt and date of Israel's impending attack on

Anewerep 27 Nov jyxf Egypt. These allegations nresumably refer

R BB+ to the Prime Minister's visit to Paris on
REHY ﬁTTAGHﬁD - Cctober 16, There is no record of this
VB i R e meeting, but at the time there was no
indication of a possible attack on Egyot.

mm«m“—*-Wg;: =k
o

5. I submit a draft revly.

| A @2

(E. K. Rose} iy
November 23, 1556 .

| e

(46 ),
- oY
. Ve e '

,ég . ; . ,. % A'Jw .

l;'.a ‘; -
%ﬁj’;@

P
|
L #

Esvaeli Invasion

Mr. Lewis asked the Secretary of State
for Foreign Affairs at what time on
Monday, 29th October, the Government
were first informed of the Israeli invasion
of Egypt; and in what mancer this inti-
matien was delivered to Her Majesty's '
Government,

Mr. Dodds-Parker: The first official
report of the Israeli invasion of Egypt
was received by emergency telegram from
Her Majesty’s Ambassador in Tel Aviv
which was available, after deciphering, at
approximately 8.30 p.m,
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House of Commons,
London, S.W. 1l.

Dear Mr. Prime Minister,

May I refer you to the report contained in the
current issue of Commander Stephen King Hall's News
Letter, wherein he makes charges and allegations
against H.M. Government, including a statement that
you were informed in Paris of the time and date of

Israeli's impending attack on Israel.ff

Feeling sure that you would welcome the opportunity

of refuting these charges and allegations I have today

tabled a question in connection with same.
Yours sincerely,
ARTHUR W.J. LIZNIS
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UNCL-ASSIPIED BRITISH EMBASSY, H/
TEL AVIV.
R \‘ f~ ;- ‘November 20, 19%6.
'-{.?.“‘D(bll ‘i)\‘}\j " ﬁ!ﬂﬁ;/;oblf

L B ]

Deap Deﬁartment, ¢

| With reference to oup telegram No.
802 of November 19, we enclose the text
of Mr. Bulganin's note ag published in the
Jerusalem Post of Hovember 19, and also a
copy of Mr. Ben-Gurion's reply as relensed

by the Government Press Office,

Yours ever,

CHANCERY,

Levant Department,

Foreign Cf'fice.
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nin's letter of Nov. 15 follows:

| of offlelal statements by léad-

PN

Text of Bulganin? Letter

The text of Marshal Bulga-

Mr, Primme Minister, _. . .

I have received soup letter
of October 8. In addition, we
have at our disposal the lexty

ers of the Iaracl Government
made dutlng the pzst faw
days which enable us to jud
Iareel's position as regar
the present situstion in the
reglon of the MNear apd Mid-
dle East.

The position of the Soviet
Government with regard o
tha situastion in thin reglon
was stated in my letior to you
of Novemher §.

Since in your return letter
yau attampt te defend the ae-
tione underiaken by Israsl
againat Egypt, I am compelleq
briefly to reply to you oon-
cerning your conclusions.

In your letter youw mainkain
that the incursion of Isrnel's
artied forces inte Egyplian
territory wag necessitated by
eonsiderationa of self-defence,
Jjustifying thiz by the exist.
ence of some threal to Isracl
from Egrpt. Actuelly, as iz
borne ouk by & series of resc-
lutions of the Security Couns
ell, it waa not the Arabh gov-
erioments but precigely Idrael
which bag been guilty of many
armed attacks on - - tervitory
of neighbeuring Arab statea

The 8e~Tity Council has
expressed grave concern with
regard to the non-fulfitment
hy the Isre - Governmment of
its obligations under the Arm-
istice Agreement, and has ¢all-
ed on the Istae]l Governtzent
to carry out these ghligations
in future under threat of ap-
plying =uitable sanctions
againgt Israel,. an provided by
the TI.N. Charter.

Peacoful Seiilement

Apart from this your very
contantion that Isras]l under-
took an armed atteck agninst
1-El‘lg:,'pt allea‘g}?ly tbefausemof

e danger threatening m
Egypt, meansg that the Israel
Government had ne deslre to
heed the provislois of the
UN. Charter which forbid
member statey of the LN, to
reso " to force and which de-
mand the settlement of dis-

utes hetween them by peace-
1l means.

The Soviet Government oan=
not disregard the fact that
the Israel Government has not
only falled to compiy with the
Geanera' Assembly's call for
an immediate ceap~-fire and
the withdrawal of froops
which had invaded Egypt, but
haa even openly annholnced ijts
annexationist clc’ 8 with re-
gard to Egypt, its plans to
geize and attach to Israel the
Gaza region, the Sinai Penins-
uia and the islands of Tiran
and Samafir jin the Gulf of
Aknba, Likewise, your gpesch
in the Israel Parllament on
MNovemher ¥ also spoke of the
“nullification” of the Armist-
lee Agreement concluded by
Idrsel with Arab states.

It ie worthy of nots thal, even
whaey esmpelled (o deckla on the
withdrawal of 1l troopa jrom
Fxyptian  lerritory, the Terao)
Goverament  slill attempiy
make compllanes with this de-
mand previkional on “a natitacs
tory arreement with the 1N,
with reestd to (he entry of the
imtermationnl force Ints the Buez
Canal Zons, which, gy k kaowa.

i an inaliensbls part of the sov-
mlfn Egvntian sista, .
. ATN ibls s 1g & pisring conbris
dictlen’ with the eoniemiion in
vour istter allexing that the DO-
liey of the larael Covernment
dictated by & "thirat for pexce’’
and by larasl's “'vital reguire-
nwanta

The Boyist Gevermment s com=
wimced that Ierasl's presemé po-
licy, * dinected st famping hestl-
ity towsrda ths Arsb xovern-
menta and st oruskiag thear, in
in taet dmngerons te the causs
of ublversal pesco and iatal foe

Ewrnel. Actualiy., sz Bay  been|

borme omt by recont svents, such
a polity parves only the iniorsats
of outslde forcer which ave
striving te re-pstabHgh a relonial
order I this region, but we s
T e nterete ot ‘eIl peopies
o 1 n TR

of the Near and Middle East,
without axeeptien.

The Soviet dovorsment has

eputloned the lsrsel Gevernment
eencering the damgerons eoh-
sequomees for [ariel should sg-
xrossive armed actlews be Teumaeh-
od axalnat the Avah sistes, 'We
vegret that thia west unheeded
by ¥yeu,

Degtrurtion in Egypi

As s Tesult of the agkredsbon|’

Isunched againsl Ezypé by Ia-
rael, Egypllam lowns and iE-
habited Jocaliting have Dbesn da-
sireyed, thonsands of nmocend
people kave been killed amd
maimed. and damdze Nas been
Inflictrd en Eryplisn commiini=
cations, trads sid sconoiny. But
what has Inrael achieved? Only
the blind cam fsil to see that
sgxression hag brought nothing
gend te Israel cliher,

" Withowt doubt, axgression
axsimst FEryot han nsdermined
larael'y intersatlons] nesitlen,
aroneed prefound hatred tew-
ards it om 1he part of the Atab
and other peaplen of tha Enat,

worssned Tsrael's relatioms with|

many #tates and has glvem Tlse
to nbw scomomie and other dif-
Howliley whikia tha rountrr.

The Sovist Geveramaat takes
mto cempidcration that the Is-
rael Government hay ceased fire
#id subteqnently snnoumced the
fortheoming withdrawasl of Te-
rael trosps from Egwypiiza ter-
ritery, Tt s self-svident ihat
Ierael tronpa muet b withdrawo
from Exyotlan terrltory witheumt
d

Y.

At the same {hme, i scder 0
stahilize the situatlon in the
Hear Bt and llanidete the eon-
sgnetices  of  the sggredsion
agminai Egyvpt, the Seviet Gov-
smment congidera 1t essewmtisl
that miSAsures be  wndertaken
wh would sxclude ihe pos-
piblliiy #f now wrovocstisns by
Toraod axalwst nelghbonring sizies
and wonld emrre a» durable
peats and irenaquillty in  the
Near East.

Juaties nlee Jdemamds  that
Exyot, a5 the victim of umpro-
voked agkression, shopld Be
compengntsd By [arssl, an
ss RBritain and Framce, for the
Josses infilcted os & result of
ihe deatruclion of Exypllan twne
and inkabltsd boenlities, mnd ae
& rwesulé of interrupéion In the
operatlpn of the Spex Cansl and
tho destroeiion of 1la imaialla-
tione, Tm sddition Ietsel 1a ah-
lized to return 0 Exsot sll
property which has besm re-
moved from Egyptlan territery
by the laras] arimed ferees which
inwaded ik,

The internstional armed forces
of ihe U.N., to whoss creation
the Kryotian Govermmewmt has
agredtd, sccending to the TU.N.
rénslntions, miet be deployad on
both gides of the Doemarcation
Line between Iarmel and Exypt
eatabllched hy the Armistice
Arreament,

I would Huke o express the
hope, Mr. Prime Minister. that
the [#rasl Covernment will draw
the preptr conrluaipns feem
lewnoms which th% Intent avenis
iadieste far Israel

N, BOLGANLIN

ik
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STATE Dg ISRAELff'- sunday
pvernman regg 0Oifice _
¢ 16 Nov. 1956

PRESS RELEASE Noe 4

Pext of a lettor sent by Mr. D., Ben Gurien, Prime Minisater on
Nov. 18, 1956 to a letter received from Mr. N. Bulganin,President
of the Council of Ministers of the U.S S H; on Nov, 15 1556

| Jerusalem, 18 ﬁdvember 1356
o _
Mre President of the Council of Ministers, ' :

_ T have received your letter of 15 Novembar 1956,
Iﬁ.view of the statements conkained therein, ;_fell cumpelled to
drew $our attention once more to the true state of affairs in the
reletiong between Egypt and IEP8619WhiCH.haS producod the present
crisige

Tho basie fact of the situstion is that when
the State of Iarsel wes established on 14 Moy 1948, the Egyptian
army, and with it the armies of the other Areb stsice, invaded our
country for the purpose of annihilating uge Wpon the tepmination
of these hostilities Armistlce Agreemanté’wefc aignod botween
Egypt, Lebanon, Jordan and Syria on thc on¢ hand, and Tsraol on
the others Egypt, however, 4id not hounowr hor obllgations under
thoae agraements and has continuzd her bhostile scts agalnat Israol
to this day.

T cannot but oxprcss my surpise at the fsect that
yoa do not'appear.to ba awarge of thcae roo*s of the tension in
our afea, and I must thercfore struss the féruc background of
the situation.

The”chﬁs aro ss followg:

(1) -lWhan thoe Genceral psscmbly of the United
Ngtions in November 1947 resolved in favour of the establ ishment
of the Jewish State, Bagypt at the hesd of the oiher Arab gtstea
stated publicly that she should net reccognize this resolution

and would oppose it.

0/..2
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(2) Pursuant to this dgellan% declaratiott,

the Bgyptisn Army, together with the militapy forces of the other

Arab States, invaded the Statc of Israel on the night of 15 May
1948 for the purposc of desiroying Isroole

(3) 1In the course of the procecodings of the
gecurity Council sftcer this bputal invesion, the reprcsentaiives
of the USSR &nd of the Ukrainian 3, 3.R. ,toge ther .with the spokosmen
of other Btatcs,condemned the acticn of Eg ph and other Arah
countrics in sttacking Iaraq1, At the 309th meoting of -the
security Council on 29 Mey 1048, Mr. Gromyko,the representativo
of- the U.S,5.R. stated:"Indeed,what is happening in Pzleatine
can only be describod as military operstions orgsniscd by-a group
of statas agelnst the Jowiah gtate", and that "the statea whose
forces had. invedsed Palestine heve ignoroed the scecurity Councilts
raaolution”,

(4) At the 366th mecting of the Security Council

on 14.July 1948, Mr., Gromyko,ihc roepresentatives- of -the USSR:
deelarod thet "the Avobs despatched their troopz fo invade Pulos i~
nisn territory snd mede no bones about informing the whole world
that it was thoir firm intention to pruvent the coreztion of
Lndcpendent Arab and Jowish states in Paleatina's

(5) In the Armistice Agrecumcnt batween Israel
and Egypt 9igned on 24 February 1949, iF iras exprcasly ststed
that {hekx pupppSe of the Agreement was "to promote the return
of pcrmanent peace in Pclestino®,

(6) In spite of the fact that Hgypt signed this
agreoment, the ruiers of that country have maintained ever since
that Bgypt is in & stote of war wikh Isrzole

{7) This d.claration of the 3Ig ptian Governmont
ig contrary no$ merely to the terms of the Armistice Agreement,
but also tc the Charter of the United Ngtions,: winich requires ail '
members stotes of the United Nstions to live fogether in mecc with
ong anokthecr as good neighbours and to adjpat all intcrnational h

disputea by peaceful means,
. -/..5
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(8) The Becurity Council in its resolution of
1 septomber 1951 exprossly denied the right of cither pebty te
the Armiatice Agroemept Yto asserd that it is sctively b belligercnt's
Baypt defied this decision too, and continmued to proclaim thet asho
wud in a siatc of war with Israel. .

(9) 4As one of its instrumcnta of war ogainat
Isrscl the Governmdnt of Zgypt orgonised an abonomic boycott of
Isrcel ond used intimidatlon to apply pressursc on business under-
tskings in various countries in order that they should bresk of T
cepnomic rciatlons with Isracl,

{10) I, violation of the Constantinople Convatio:
of 1888, which guarantees to sll counirics frecdom of navigation
in the Sucz Cenal in time of peace as in timc of war,ond in défkanmJ
‘of the resolution adopfod by the Sccurity Councll on 1 Scphember
1951, which prohibited interference with Isrsel's right1of free
mavigation ln the Suoz Canal, EBgypt hud contianucd to malntsin a
maritime blockade: ageinst the State of Isrzel in the Cenale

(11) On 13 Qotobcr 1956 the sceurity Council
une nimously adopted o resolution prohibiting any cverr;r covart
discriminetion agsinst any stato in reguprd to navigation in tho
Suez Csnole This wea lmmediotoly followed by a renewed ERZxmEsx
declaration on the part of the Egrptien Govirnment thet Isrsael
shipplng would not be allowed to pass through thc Conals

(12) Tho Bgyptian Goverament did not limit Ltsels
to o maritime blockedo in the Suez Canal, but throughout the period
undor consideration extended its bloekade also to the Gulr of

Agobee In violation of internstional law it preventod Israel
ghipping from passsing through the gulf on tts way %o and fﬁom
the port of Bi at,

(23) 1In pursuing hes war agoinst Tsreel, in
con¥inuous contrevention of the aspmistico ggreemﬁht,Egypt'dtd

not confine herself to the maintenance of fhe economic bey cotd

o feid
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and the marltime blockede designed to bring sbout the economic
ebllapse of our countrys Tor the puat tﬁo goears thﬂ'EgHPtian
Govcrnment has ﬂrgan;sed speciully tralncﬂ gangs of murdcrors
an&‘sabotcura, knnwn as Fedayun,and sent them clandestinely
from the Gaza Strip .nd tha Sinai deaerpt 1nao our villoges and
onto cur highwaya. These terrorigﬁ gangﬁ ha ve murd¢red Isrscl
workera inthe fidlda; trsvé115"$ bn_ﬁhc,koa&s!and children in
the schools., Thoy have slso blohzlﬁé_irrigution pipea and
égricultural installations in our villages.,

(14) wo hove in ovr poswession citations
iseued to these murdercrg Ly oificirg «f the Eghptian rogulay
srmy; fliea descrining tac inbive; u;h-d'qnd activities of the

Fedayun groupa who were under “*ho ai?;:§ cgm&and of the Egyptian

_ Army in the Gaza Sirip and tho 3iral easért: furthermore docums nty
shoaing that thege ganms EICLlﬂtT fropis Qo aﬁ& dquipmnnt from
units of the Lgyptidﬁ arme, o ;

.LLJi' In my lcttcr tv:;vu dn-éiﬁwvember 1956 I encloged
photostatic evideﬁce”df'Egypﬁ's dertign o destroy Israel, If you:
.ao desire,I shall'éuéﬁly Yol with Qéaitiunal photoatatic eﬁidencc

. pirovingihe connactian betveen thoso dgngﬂ o7 murderorg and ssbotovr:

.and the" commanders of iho Pg*p*i&n

-‘I|;‘1
(15) SAC mlere of Peyt ave repeatedly proslaimod
throughdut the Ilast caght yeapz .- and these deflarationa have

] N
becomoe more outspoken and more freaucnt diring the post two Jyoars =e

that the time wes Eroving near whey we Epypiian Army would

celiminate Isracl by forcoe,

Havo Tthuse gdeals cretizan nerer regehed your cars ?
In reﬁcnt monthi G tera have come to a head,

A serics of dcvelopments has brought heme to ug the immindnt dahgor

to our very oxistence; .

b‘ .
(8) 4 few weakg RO Bayot slgned aggres ive miii-
tary pocts with Syria and Jordan,tho barpose of which was tho

desctruction of Isracls o/5e6
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(b} During the period of the Suez crisis, when
the Security Cotinell was consid.oring the problem ofthe Cansl,

the activities of the Fedayun coassed, As soon; however,zs the
gecurity Coﬁhcil had completed itas delibar atioha oh the subjeet,
Egypt intensified the murderous activities of these gangsi
Hundreda of thesc freined murdercrs who had prcvlmusly boen scnt
by %he Egyptian militory command to the Dthuﬁ Arab countries -~

Jordon, Syris ond the Lcﬁanan -=- rec.ived ordera to step up

thoir activitiaa frdm these bases agoinat Tsracl's c;tizens ang

border villages ¢ll aloog our frontiora in.the Nbrth, East and

South o 41lmoat every dasy peoaceful Isrscl citimeng were murdéred

military :
- by the toerror squads sent out by the ﬁ%thi&ﬂ/dictBtor.
{e} 1In the Gezo Strip and all along our

borders with the Sinai peninsula, cnormous Rg ptian militery forecos

were conccatraoted equipped with tremendeus quantitios of snggres.ive
. weapons , and peiped to attack ond déatrcy Isrcel,

Thege fects are known to the entire worlde

I would gdd tbat the capt quantitca of Egyptian
wegpong and militasry equlpment whlch were dhstroyed by our forcoo
in the Sinci descrt clcarly indicatc the LIntentions and fthe
preparstions of the Eg-ptian dichtop,

_ Itwag therafore, the olementary duty'of our Gov oy e
ment to tuke decnailve meusures in sceordance with the right cssared
to every s ate under Artiele 51 of the Chartor of tho Uﬁited
- Notions -- in ordor to protect the lives of its citizens and dufcnd
the existcnes of the State by uprooting the Fedayun tests and +he
Egyption wilitopy bases which diricted thoip activitios,. Aﬁﬁ other
_peoplg imilarly pleced would have becn compelled to do tho samo.

| You say in your letter that in my oddress 4o tho
Isracl Parliament on 7 Novembe: 1956 I sioted that the srmistico
ﬂgreements signed by Isroel with the Arsb Stuctes were no longocr

valide This i3 not correct, I you cxaminé the text of my

" .

T ——
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apeech you will find that I said in that uddress

thet Yspael on hor part will observe the Armistice Agreements with
+the other Arsb couniries =-- ¢ven though the latter aro not
prepared for permancent peace ~= 50 long as they on the ly part
" are reody to observa thoesge agroements. What I said in tha_Knessot
wos that the Armistice Agreement.with Egrpl.~- snd only that with
!Egypt,not thosa with the other Areb States -- 18 degd and buried
'and will not return %o 1lifas, For yesra the Egyptian dictotop

has trecated the Agreement with contempt, has violsted ita vrinciplcu
,and pupposes, has daficd the Cherter of the United Nations snd tho
“resolutions of the Sccurity Council. By his repeatod daclaratiunﬂ
thet a gtate of war cxlsted between Egypt and Israel he distortod
the nature and aim of the Armisticﬂ Agrcumont,whoae firat and
fundamental article states that_it was signed with a View to promoting
the return of prmanent peaco,

In my_$peech I atuted fufthér that "the Egyptiasn
dictstor has il oughout been expleciting thé agreement as a gmoka
adreen for his murderous attacks against Tgrgel citig. ns,and as a iy
cover for his rolentless blockesde of Isroel on lend, at sea ond
in the air., Colonel Nossar did not contend himgelf with the Fedayun
gagns which bhe organised in the territory undoer hié:contrbl; ha
61so directed and octivated these gangs sgainat Israel from the
other Arab countires, Iq this way the srmisticc pAgreemont becamo
a harmful end & dengerous ficticn, serving only the destructive
plons of the BEgyptlen dictator. Any return to the srmistice

bloekade
Agreement meésns a return to mupder, klnmxxﬂﬂ, and bogpeott, directod
ngainat Israel, aimd. at her ultimu e pgatrucuion".

As for the rucent rosolutions of the General
Aggembly of the Unitcdlﬂatlons we hove announced that we have
ccased firc,and that wo are propsrod to withdraw our forecos from
Egypt, whon satiafactory srrangements have been made with the
United Netions in coanection with the international fonce montioned

in the General Assembly rcsolution, This deccloration remaing fully

Va]’ﬂg . ./"7
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From the mass flight end surrcunder of tﬁb’Egﬁpti'
toldigrs, pipsants torn from thsir humod in Zgypt and scendapsiv:
their will to do battlo in & romote dosopt -- it is cleur that
thaac soldi?r&ﬂware nod prfpapcd Yo fight for the fosciat
dictator of Coirce ‘the fivst to floo wor. ofFicers of tha
Egyptian Army, |
o " ¥his is conelusive proof of the rfast thot many
people in Bgypt bave come to undof&t"nd the true'characﬁgblof
Gamg 1 abdel Nzsgor,who ot the beginning protended: that. _
he wos connerned Yo 1mprove the conditions of his people ==~ in
hualth, aducation apd aconomic devclopment «- but who since than
hda ahown himself to bo consured br the lust Cor power and the
1 umbltlon to 1mpoﬂe tig rule wn @ll the ralamic peoblus, Ho hgs
By ndur”d his countey's rescurcos to {hcrease his military paWu
2nd’ hls urmaments in order to carry through bio oxpansionist

«mbitions sud make himself mastor of tho Moslom world,

I huve %o point out that your stetements rogordti:

our militury operations are not accurate,: W h.ve not dGHtFQ"‘d
a-singla-Eggptian-town, noe have we cmusoﬂ harm $0 any civilian

eentrcs . e have not dumuged the Sues Canal a8 rar as we know,

tnc Cahal has bach biucked by the B ptians thrwsalves. Our foro..

Were given xsirict. instructiana not t¢ injiure miv1lians,und Tho:
- Pultafully '

1nsmruct14n3 Were fxmhﬂxﬂix obscrveds The trunsport which i id

sulfep-- ong - this. for years ~- wam. 3hut of laraely in the «ip,

on lund end ot 8¢a, a5 s roalt of Heypt's 1llggal~blockada. I

there is @ cuse for, -¢leilming compunsoation, iL ig wae.who are cntli

to compensation fopr the BEgyptian inveaiczn of oup country in 194.,
for the deuths of thoussnds of our Fong .andidoughtors ag o result
of thisg aggression,:foﬁ.thﬁ-economic boyeott snd the Bxskinodx
maritime blockode wsiats ined ip def'ianee..of the U,N. Chaptor and
he Sacurity.council'a-rnsolutiﬁns,for tho hundreds: of Iavrselis,
Jews and Arebs, merdcred by the ‘Pedsyunsand for oll tho demngo

* o/.oa E

&

—————— e
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caugsed to ocur economy, running into millions: of poundsl
However , if peace is esioblished betweennEgypj.and-ounﬂelvea,
- we''shall be ready to forglve all past .transgresdions, of the .

Egyptian rulers,

_ .In closilg, 1 would rapeat my atatamant that, in aceordanco
wtth Articla 35 of the Unlted Nationa Charter, Isruel iﬂ preparad
for 8 aettlamcnt of her dlaputﬁ gith hg;pt, a8 well aa with

the othey Arab stutea, by peaceiul meuns. It is with regrat
that 1 have to potnt put that seqeral of the expresalons on
Igroel used inwur letter are n&t'ltkdly to be interproted
by the hrqb'rulars a8 an encouragement to the achiovament of
peace in our reglio . Nor would thoy appear appropriatae toc theo

agecepted ralations be twean states mombers of the Unlted

. Notionb.

I om confidoent that, if tho U,5.5.R, will lend i%s support
to bring sbout direct peace nogotiutions butwqen_ls:&el and her
noighbours, thia will be_a:r@al and aignirlcaﬁt.cpﬁtribut;on
to the strengthening of peace in the Middle Easﬁ and throughout

tha worlds

(=) Dy Ben Gurion

Hia BExcellency

M+ Bulganlin

President of the Council of Ministors
of the U,S,5.R.

————
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M, Warbey :
*{f; took place be

LA 4ngéwé¢5

ANSWERCD 26 NOY 1956
REPLY ATTaCHED.

e e oy

Parliamentary Question

Rt

airs, what military co-opetation
forces on or after 29th October.

- IR
e TR

To ask the Secretary of State for 1
tween ihe Anglo-French forces and the Israchi

‘JEE I'O%{[Ouw’f ;

T - e =

f,

I »

7:!'%,44141:0’ fs /ﬁ*//l"fﬁ“‘ ‘

Anglo-French and Israeli Forces )
134. Mr. Warkey asked the Minister of OLP
Defence what military co-operation took A.

place between the Anglo-French forees
and the Isracli forces on or after 29th
October.

Mzr, Head : None.

e e L 2 e e e e
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ADVANCE NOTICE ‘)

/ [r\ Parliamenéa;j"; I}IQSWJJ m |

of State for Foreign Affairs, oh what
date Her Majesty's Ambagsador at Tel

Bty o 0 W6 MUY 195 Aviv made enquiries of the Israel

TPy ATT2CHED, restraint as instructed by Her Majesty's
o i e ~  Government on the 25th Qctober.
| . Monday
LA, Rowley Regis & Tipton Nov. 26

Tlag A

Mlag B

/ ’1 L. I submit a draft reply.

Minister for Foreign Affairs and urged

Mr. Arthur Henderson presumebly has in
mind the Frime Minister's statement in the
House on Oc¢ctover 30 that H.M. Government
"at once instructed H.M, Ambassador at Tel
Aviv to make enquiries of the Israel Ministerp
for TWoreign Affairs and to urge pestrasint”
(Hansard column 1278).

e Instructions were in fact sent to Jir 4,
Nicholls on October 27 ¢R.0. telegram Ho.
1025). This was two days after the [irst
reports of Israel mobilisation were received,
but it was only on October 27th that the
scale and unisual proportions of mohilisatlon
were fully appasrent.

3. Sir J. Michells was not able to see the
Israel Foreipgn Minister until noon an
< October 2G, His report of the interview is
/ in Tel Aviv telegram NWo, 575.

// X_ b/ L

(T PEIRINY' = = S S e
L

WY R B et

Ii\\. El.-{rlu (E.M' Rose}
O\ku Hovember 23’ 1956
F‘_ﬁ,--}r.“'—-q b L_——:"’f_ r | | k'(?
f’f__‘;q ?'Y’ 2..]' ™y .
l,r'-! ‘. %73&‘
SN % o
| - , { A
s ’(q e Ne QJ ,,g 3'51 r)a.y,

M2849 4566403

a» >

.--"".r
=Ty Al e
s M

H II._
i o ;
oL, ” . /,,Q i i_‘_\\a \\

+Mr Arthur Henderson: To ask the Secretary
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Nobilisation of Troops

4. Mr. . Headerson asked the Secre-
lary of Staf. for Foreign Affzirs on What
date Her Mujesty's Ambassador ap Tel
Aviy made enquiries of the Israeli Minjs.
ter for Foreign Affairs and urged resiraing

as anstructed by Hey Majesty's Govern.
ment on 25th Ociober,

Mr, Dodds-Parker ; Instructions were

sent to Her Majesty's Ambasador o
27th Oclober. He was not able ip sec
the Isracli Forcign Minister untl noop
on the 29th Qclober, when he carried
cut Tris instroctions,

2 6 NUY 1956

o E———
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DRAPT REPLY TQ
PARLTANENTARY QUESTION
NQO,

BY MR. ARTHUR HEMNDERSON

ON NOVEMRER 26, 1956

N do ooy foclien

Ingtructions were sent to H.id.
Ambassador on Qctober 27. He was not able
to see the Israel Foreign Minister until

noon on October 29, when he carried out his

ingstructions. fggi;lﬁﬁr
29 M

Ve

NOTES ON SUPPLEMENTARIES

1. Why were instructions not sent earliep?

Although vague reports of Israel
mobilisation began tc come in on Qetober 25,
it was not until Oetober 27 that confirmatory
evidence showed that the scale of mobilisa-
tion was sufficiently unulual to justify
enquiries,

2, What was the result of H.M. Ambassador's
Representations?

A
The Israel Forelgy Minister assured him
that Israel was not seeking military
adventurea but had to be prepared in view

of the general situvation in the MiddleZast,

Z?wkng}Pﬁﬂuﬁﬂu‘ GA#?‘-Mﬁéf.
She gave H.M., Ambassador an assurance that no

hostile move was contemplated aguinst Jordsn,

N Was an assurance sought that no move
was contemplated against Fgypi?

W Refer answer to Mpr, Warbey on November 5,
[4

L. Hon., Members must remember that reporis
of troop concentrations, mobilisation ete,,
have been an almost constant feature of the
troubled Middle East scene over the last few

years.

/5.

P e e e T T TR e
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Be The ¢pposition has been,in the past, very
quiek to criticise any representations to Israel
which smacked of undue haste or of acting on

quonfirmed evidence,

(. [)é s Mew ") _._‘"'i"?
C&) ?M/'ru/{?m Moere St A~

J}zil_* J' oL
Wm p as e 2 T
Jé( hngﬂ&;{cth4ah—” ,qﬁzguznmz_.rdQ}’#dHﬂﬁujfrﬁﬁ
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Outward Telegram froﬁj Commonwealth Relations Office

‘P01 UK. HIGE COMMISSIONER IN OCANADA -
. UK, HIQH COMHISBIONER IN AUSTRALIA
U,&, HIGH COMISBIONER IN. NEW ZEALAND
‘U K, HIGH COMIISSIONER IN SOUTH AFRICA
- UsK. HIGH COMMISSIONBR IN TiH FEDELRATION
. .,. OF RHODEBIA AND NYAHATAND (AIR MAIL)

RIS 3 UeK, HIGH COMUMISSIOSER IN DELEI
UyK, HIGH COMMISSIONZR IN XARACHI
Uk, HIGH COMMISSIONRR IN CEYLON (ACTING) .

(8ent 17,10 hours 27th November 1956)

| IRg 7T
N B | Y osy/ 1§o<y
' --H- E-.... -

e 0. 642 SBCIET

alr Hall to'ﬁ.ﬁ. High Commissloner inVSalisbury,-repéatad”
U,K. fiigh Commissioners in Delihi, Kerachl and Ceoloulo, -

I§RAEL£S¥RIQ_

Jordanian military authoritiea sxpressod to vus on 271st
Hoveibor and subscqucently, their feara that an Isracli attack on
Syria was immincnt.. They profess to believe that

{a) five to ﬁﬁn.lspaoli,brigades plue artillery and
armour arc eoncentrated on Syrian border

(P} in ovent of Isracli attoack on Syria, Jordan would
bave to bdly Syria whercupon Israclis would attack

Jordan -

(e) thore was in fact ap Anglo/French/Ieracli plot,
Syria belng the next stopy; and dismeuborment of
Jordan ﬁhc'third, :

2w Our Ambasgador in Ampon has Spbkert t6 Jordanians &
followlng 1incsd B
(i) Ponying dategoricaily bhat we ape trying to promote
any attadk oh 8yria. O dontrary, we have ropeatedly
warned Israclls againgt any furdher adventurcs,

(11) 4o stated by minister of state in Heuse of Commons on
Noveaber 19 %here has been ne ehange in our policy as
far as Byria 'is concerncd. 1In evend of an Israel
attock, we should join with United Btates and United
Jatiens in any action they dectded to fake against
Israck. Ahglo-~Jorden Trcaty would apply in casc of
an attack gn Fordan.

(1i1) In any cvent such information as we have shows that
Isracl has no intention of attacking Syria. Israelis
caniot afford to alicnate further initced dations and
United Statcs sympathics, - Reeont Byrian stateinent at
Unitecd Hatione secms to have been loss a. genvine
cxprossion of fear than a menceuvre to digtract
attcation from dcbate on Hungary.

/(iv) If

pad
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(iv) 1If there are Isracli comcoentrations on Syrian
fronticr, they can be cxplaincd by fear of Russia and
possibility of Sovict-backed attack by Syria on Israel.
we have not inventcd these stories of Soviet infiltira-
tion into Syria. Wa have them from relisble .rab
sourccs and Turkish Government and Governments of the
other Moslem mombers of Baghdad Pact give credcence
to them,

3. Unitcd fations obscrvers have since earricd out invcetigations
aleony Isracl's borders with Jordan andg Syria and arc reported to
have beon satisficd that there were no troop concentrrations thore
in cxecoss of those permiticd under .rmistice Agreemcnts.

b, Our subassador in Tel .viv roported on 26th Wovenber that

an appreciable degree of Isracli demcbilization had taken place,
but mainly of non-optrational units. Isracl probably had about
twelve brigades under arms at present as compared with about
Sixteen at height of campaign and about five in normal times. Of
reimainder not more than six are likely to bo covering extensive
borders of north Tel iAviv: and of these not imore than two can bo
covering Syrian Border, Prime motive for partial demobilization
is indubitably cconomic, and Turther demsbilization scoms likely.

Copy to:=

 PLIT.
C.R.OW - ' L Mr. Anderson
g Mr, Golds

Forcign Office ilr. R.hi. Hodow
. Mr. P.C. Holwmes
Miss Richards

H.ile Lnbassador for U.X. in Dubklin
U.X. Zmbassy {fashington Nr. J.R... Bottomlcy
U.is Delegation to U,w.

How York ' lir. T,%, Kechle
agera Governer's Office  Lir. FP.B.Cunning~-Bruce
e/o High Commises enar for :

the Federation Kuala
Lumpur, halsya lire R.G,2, Hunt
U.K. High Commissioncr in Salisbury {4}

Canada House e G.G. Riddell (2)
;'..LIS'(}I':tlia House Mr. TeTw DOIE
Miss M., Glecson-White

New Zealand House ir. I'H, Corner (2
South africa Houpsc Mre. J,.G. Stewaprt (2
Rhodesisa Housc Hr, 5.J. Qlivicr (2

SOUTH ASL. D MIDDLD EAST DRPT.
Seh,2L573
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VR 1094/1007

Poresgn CEflve,
E-Wc"c
November 3U, 1956.

s5ir,
I e oirected by lir. Gevrets)ly Jioyde 1o raply Lo your

latter sugpesting thof he ahkould deny thet there lind been any

coliucion botvweon britein, Mrunuce snd Israsl bofnre lsrael
attavred - ypi.

1l anm to say that kr. Lloyo has twice cetegoricslly

deniesd thet thore was such coiloszion. In ths iouse of Comuona

on thy 318t of xtober, he saidd

"The right hone Gentliemen ssked whethor there
had been coliusion with regerd to this metter. -very
time any iacident has hepvencd oa the frontiers of
lprael and the srab Statee we have hesen aceupmad of
being in golluwaion with the .srsalis sbout it. That
sllegrailon hag besn brasdcast from Radio Cairo every
tims. It is quite wrong to ctote thet lsrasl was
incited to thie action by ller hajeety's Government.
Thoere was no prior agrecmunt Lutween us about it."

Agaln in the Ceneral Aazgenbly of the United Hetions
on the 23rd of Aoveuber, he stated

"1 deny samphaticelly the alilegation thut Her
Tejvety e Goverument instigeted the isrucli attack
ar that tlhiere wag agrectient between thae two gountries
about the mutter. %he Iritish and Prench Governwents
deeldad t6 intcerveus to praveut the epraad of
hogtllitice and to stop the conflagration rypreading.
#e wishad to put, s raplcly as poseibie, a proteotive
shigld betwean the combatanta. This was & situation
whioh would not brook delay, uwnd this was whot we
pohieved."

i 8L,
' Lir,
Your obadient tervant,

(3%) R-;1- Hchme

Le Vi, HElCe y

68, r.ing's Close,
- Hendon,
Hellekis
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%

Parliamentary Question
Aflairs. what assurances he agked

Eém_ll!boz? ot .

of State for Foreign

» ta N .y -
%44 Mf$ g:ﬂliﬁc?o:esrnglgn?to?elsrgl. at the time of Israel’s mobilisation, ttl1at Egypt would
not be attacked ; a

LA l’ /%{'a,gkffm -6\ -

nd wlhat answer he ra_:_gcived. ) _

A 2B v

file tnade,

The answer to this guestion is to reler
Mrs., Castle to-the reply pgiven to lLiv. Warbey
on November 5 {llansard ecolwmm 200).

I submit o drait reply.

(E.¥.Rose)
Tovemher 273, 1965

P
jm

ISRAEL
Mobilication of Yroops

85, M, Castle asked the Secretary of
State for Foreign Affairs what assurances
he asked for from the Govermment of
Istael, at the time of Isracl's mobilisation
that Egypt would not be attacked ; and

. what answer he received,

Mr. Ormsby-Gore: I have nothing to
add to the answear given to the hon. Mem-
ber for Ashfield (Mr. Warbey) by my
right hon. and learned Friend on 5th
November, .

b v TR e ey - A ——

o —— —
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DRAT REPLY 10

PrRLIAVEITTARY ~UESYION

I have nothing to add to the answer
r? g

given o the Hon. lember for ~Asios by wy

iright honourable and learned friend on

e

llotes for Supplewentaries

Novanber b,

37

No specific assurance was obtained from
the Goverument of Iarael that Egypt WO:id no
ke attacked, Up to October 23 tension was
located on the Israel-Jordan Border. In
view of this, and of the Anglo-Jordon Treaty,
it was natural that II.¥.CGovernment's Tirst

conecern was to warn Israel not to sitack:

Jordan.

R O N A /z. 2.8f
W okt A frs n e
Lo Jforedi /T F A el
W1 Brbanede o' TA
Ariv  n G 24 M
/orad  Aro  ASY Mt)

M-r.d‘ﬂbb aolvee Yot A

Gflad ot  ASplbsatin o
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et Lo Parliamentary Question -

%A Mrs. Castle: To ask the Secretary of State for Foréien Affairs. wiei ‘reports he received

. during Ccrober from iti i ) i
g L : . _b_y the_ Governarom, i}sl:‘; e%ntlsh base H.J Agaba of the concentrgtions of troops in Filat

LA 6&%@ Al 9 2% ' o ROV 1956

The Secretary of State has received
no reports from the Officep Commanding British
troops in Agaba. Such reports would be
addressed in the first place to QGeneral HeQo
in Cyprus.

Miowenan 5

;{ Kep ;::‘ 3m3 "

;o7 A £ :
Y

R A .

Mr. Wigg asked the Minister of Defence
on November 14 when the Officer Commandi ng
British Troops in Agaba became aware that
Israelil troops were undertaking a major
operation against Egypt and when this
information reached H.Q.M.E. I think we
¢can refer Mrs.Castle to the answer wnich
Mr. Head gave then,

I submit a draft reply which
been clearedé with the War Office.

P

-

La

E. M, Rose
November 23, 1956

Ma% )

87
- : a'b

86. Mrs, Castle asked the Secretary of
) State for Foreign Affairs what reports he

received during October from our British
base in_Agaba of the concentrations of
ils'-;):gls in Eilat by the Government of

Mr, Ormsby-Gore : My right hon. and |
“,_‘5/4‘ ) learned Friend has received no reporis
from the officer commwanding Brilish
troops in Aqaba. I would refer the hon.
: Lady to the reply given to the hon. Mem-
L ber for Dudley (Mr. Wigg) by the Minis-
ter of Defence on 14th November.

A

“ ik ﬂ'

— L -

e e - E——————
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Parliamentary Question’

M., Philip Noe)-Baker: To ask the Sccréiary of Stam-for Forejon Aff . " . .
‘ i 3 i : , t point the
Israeli troops had reached in the Sinai Peninsuls at 940 g airs, what poi

how rear this was to the Suez Canal. 40 pm. on 30th October; and

Z & - \:.»h ~feo .

R
Y e e I O i A

i REPLY ATTACHED.
B 5 71 15 g : e et SR

FLAG B

PLAG C

QH)

Al ‘
Legf et 2% 1L oy 195

Mr.Noel Bak r has told Mr. Rae thet the
point of his reference to 9.40 n»,m, on October
30 1s that the Secretary of State was speaking
in the House then, and stated that the Israeli
forces were within a very few miles of Suez
(Hansard column 1380).

2. The accuracy of the Secretapry of Statels
statement was subsequently confirmed by Tel
AViV telegram No. 597 {(copy attached). And

on October &1 the Prime Minister told the House
that Israeli forces, in addition to being

near the Qanal, were in action at E1l Quseima
(Hansard columm 1451).

3. I submit a drart reply.

CC:)/L : \'H/'l-'(_._

¥
(5. M. Rose)
Hovember 23, 1956

3@744&7

Sinai - Peninsula  (Military
{Operations)

88, Mr, P. Noel-Baker asked the Secre-
tary of State For Foreign Affairs what
point the Isracki troops had reached in
the Sinai Peninsula at 940 pm. on
30th October ; and how near this was to
the Suez Canal.

Me. Ormsby-Gore : According to Her
Majesty’s Government’s informaiion at
the time, which has since been confirmed,
1srael forces had already on the evening
of 30th October reached a position
cighteen miles from the Suez Canal,
Furiher forces were advancing westward,

Y
7
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DRAFT REPLY TQ

PARLIAMENTARY WUESTION NO. ,.y
BY MR. NOEL BAKER ON NOVEMBER /&M L&eﬂ@.ﬁw Mb’""‘"
46, 1956.

According to H .M. Government's
information at the time, which has since
been confirmed, Israel forces had already

on the evening of Octcober 30 reached a
(o

fooum
oSition vebbiedew 26 miles € the Suez Canal:
" Further forces were advancing westward.
e, -2
o~ NOTES FOR SUPPLAMENTARIES

. This information was received

in the ncormal waj‘ through H, M. Enbassy
in Tel Aviv,
P 2. As the Prime Minister said on
October 31, other Israei forces w
0 - ’ e ere
oy 4 | engaged in the north-east of the Sinsai

peninsula against Bl Quseima,

3 L&ﬁm a4~;-JL Uy,
f@-a«F wed

Not'  So as 9 snows,

(@_.,e.fwu e Bic Phnify;
ar qud pm iF was ‘Sorx

4 e Toruek Foope e
af foANtla Ghae, 76 miles
TR i

Leeend- 1&\-&41 slalocanls
Swﬂzqi’f H'f“l voandl uvlm“(«] S 7&”.— M W

W oa vaadde leos A
X /0w/¢4
Cund. oy

ey wol- el
Jllﬁr’ -u“r l‘L(_, {I;U‘il.-.—i-c {u—;{?# m__
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Answeren £8 Nov 1956

Mr, HﬁmltJ D-x.wies.:. Toasklhe Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, if he will make
available to Members the reports from the British Ambassador in Jerusalem about Isracli

mobilisation which were presented before the attack on Egypt.
e e e _IDeferred _from Tuesday 21th November]

= T 28 MOV 156

-

REPLY ATTACHED,

S

r} (Rl

{

85

o

). Mr. Harold Davies asked the Sec-
refary of State for Foreign Affairs if he
will make available to Members the
reports from the British Ambassador in .
Jerusalem about Isracli mobilisation
which were presented before the attack
on Egypt.

M, Ormsbyn(ior.e: No. I caonot
- eirculate secret official documents to the
House.
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Parliamentary Question

Mr, 1d D To ask the Secretary of State for Fore:gn “Affairs, it he will make
* availlaabr;; 0 I\?I?r;'bers the reports from the British Ambassador in Jerusalem about Isracli
. mobﬂ:satmn wlnch were presented before the % on Egypt. 201 q

Flags A,B,C

Flag D

® pre ,-{# i Pt TR NOV 1956

H. M., Ambassador in Israel is in
Tel Aviv, not inderusalem,

2. 8ir J. Nicheolls sent three telegrams
on Israeel mobhilisation between QOctober 25
and October 29, They are Nos. 552, 570 and
579, copies attached. .

3. The Military and Air Attachés also

sent a lerge number of telegrams to their
respective ministries, Copies ef these are
attached. The first was that from the
Military Attaché Jated October 25, reporting
that large numbers of civilian vehicles were
being mobilised and that men might be called
up that night (Tel Aviv telegram No., 550).

L, We c¢learly cannct circulate Secret
offieial documents to the House, and I think
that we can only say so in reply to this
gquestion,

5e There may be supplementary questions
about the representations which H.M.
Ambassador was ‘instructed to make, and the
date of his instructions and when he took
action. The answer to these is to refer to
the guestion (No.49) by Mr. Arthur Henderson

due for answer on November 26,
hd | ‘L i !
4 A (==

(E.M. Rcse)
November 26, 1956

}/7_7:«-45% 7

/;Uw

L.ﬁ*/\-) me&%l%(i\
\l—(;. o_z\@.\,umca Lbd deen &m0

CUN PINAET N WS L3 1?/ y
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DRAFT REFLY T0

PABLIAVENTARY QRUESTION

NO.ﬁﬁ' BY

MR. HAROLD DAVIES

ON November 2%, 1956

“L @’\.i\“\ik‘ (\Jv\“

W, oS

Ho, Sir. [I:-Pe-gre-t—tha-ﬂI cannoct

circulate Secret official documents o

o__‘:bb\/'
f‘é’/f‘;w.

"

o

the House.

NOTED FOR SUPPLEMBENTARIES

1, WYhen was the first report of
Mabllisation received®

On Qctober 25, in a report from

the Military Attaché.

2. Representations of H,.M. Ambassador

Refer to answer given to Mr., Arthur

Henderson on November 26.

3. He. M. Ambassador's functions

H.M. Ambassador 1s not in Israel
in order to spy on Israel military
dispositions. But it is part of his
functions to report on the situation &s

he sees it, Thias he did.

L, Reports were conflicting. As late
as Qctober 29 H,M. Ambassador was
informed by UNTS50 observers that stories

of "almost complete mobilisation” were

greatly exaggerated.
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-

7 ! - Loy - L
| A LT {
| TELEGRAM. A5
Cypher ] 'd'l ‘:F.-a:- .-, r-,_ll_m?__ . . -, . g :‘-mn_.q..__ o

Clear

\ _
From:— gtoekholm To:—~ Poresgn office

Ukdel New York 9. Washingten 26, Paris 29. Oslo 42,
Copenhagen 38 and Noscow 12. :

Despatched o Received 25, %,
No.p2 saving fHovember 30, 1986. '
RESTRICTED

Addreased to Forelgn Office Saving telegran Fo: 342
of November 30 and repeated for informstion saving to
Ukdal Few Yerk, Washingten, Paris, 3\@, Cepenhagen and

uoscer. AL el
My telegrem No: 39 Saving of Novénber 23.
M1ddls East: Swedish Reactioms, S

gwedish opinion 14 at last beginning to conoern
iiself with the wider and long-term issues in the
liiddie Zast rather than with the dally comings and

goinga. Oritloism of Britain and France has dwindled to

& muronr; coritiocism of the United Nations snd the -
United States is growing. The votes in the General.
Assembly are increasingly seen te bear JTtile relation
either to the realities of the situation or to the real
atate of world opinion-and the contrast ia drawn botween
the United Hetions” impotence over Hungary and its
astream of resolutions against the British and French.
The US Govermment are criticiged, eppoolally in :
Consprvative and Liberal gquarters, for latting down .
their allies, "deing a Munich" ang allowing thels
foreign policy to be run by Mr. Hammarskjold {of whom
right-wing opinion here doss not have na high opinien).
In coaversation, a number of Swedes have criticised
Presjdent Efisonhower for departing to play golf at this
Juncture. Mr., Hammerskjold is blamed for accepting all
Colonel Naaser‘s oconditions. A growing divergence is

/noticeable..

45467 (4)
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aptioceabls hetween informed pnhl:iu ppinion end 'thn '
official position of the Swedish Govermment, which
remaing wedded to the United Nations znd the United

States, ‘The pointe for a Kiddle East settlement made in |

your speech te the English Speaking Union are widsly

. endorped; Several commentators siress that the UE force

‘must remain in Bgypt until & Tinal settlement,

2. Them is no notiuabla tond-nay to blame Britain
gad Prance for the reduction of oil supplies te sw&n.
On the contrary, the lesson is drawn that Europe ssist
atand together if BEurapesan interdsts mre not be overs
ridden, All Europa is seen an M:lng in the diplmtio
defeat of Britain and France, “The only security . .
European peoples can count on in the future is the
security they create for themselves., Only by joining
forees can they protect their latersasts; thelir

 independence and their future,,,,..The only way out for

the Buropean atateas, if they want to avoid fiaacps in
their foreign policy and becoms the pawme in the- game
hetween East and West 1s intimate cooparation in both
political end econceic matters”, {G5teborgs Randela~

Tidningen). . . _

L Kuach atteution 1a being paid te¢ prowing Russian
influence in Syrla and the reeotivation of the Bagdad
Pact, and 1t is hoped that those developmwents will lsed
to a chenge in American policy snd to some helpful
inltiative, *“Without dswaging their own and’ the West's
eause, the US sannot go en ﬂth thu.t:- nau' rejection or.
Britain and Feance", '

l;,. Gutaborssﬂanﬂala—‘l'iﬂninaan of Hmrnbar 29 urrigu
a long article (translation by bag) msintaining that
Franco/British intervention must have heen dne to the!
xnipledge (which could not be made public) that Rugsian
volunteera were abouat to enter Egypt, where stores of
arms had been previously prepered for them and that,; but
for our intervention, the whole Middls Bast wonld now be
in Rusaian hands, Several Swedes of standing have sald
the samy thing to moj thelr stiitude my be summed up a
"Sir Anthony Eden must have had sooret reasons to.act as
ha 41d and we are prnpsrqd to truat his Judgmnt“

HANKEY

?3
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Cypher R BI,,,**,"_HHUWN“HAL —
Code | E ;f;i;a":.;.‘:e WE O
Char. -3- o - e Kkﬂiﬂ Oiat,
From — Btnckhollw* - Faroi;n office
| Y (PJMl ;m.§ 4
Despé.;ched : N Recelved
| No. 43 saving = of December 11, 1956.
RESTRICTED * . . . \/

Addresned to Forelgn Offiee Baving telegram
No. 43 »f Decomber 11, 1956 and repeated for
infermation maving to Gsln' 5 and Copenhagen L1.
R \cﬁwt\tu‘W’
Hy telegram No. #2 Suving of ‘Nevember 30.

¥iddle East: Swedish.Reaetions..

Tendency in the press and in private conversation
to consider more the maln problems of the Miaddle East
and lensg the dey to dey happenings has become marked.
The Liberal‘Eﬁiaborg§~Ha%del§t;dn1ng" comments: "To
return to the atate of affaire. bafore the Israsel
advance intc the Jinal desert wonld be but to summen
up 8 naw storm. Mpreover z numbsp of thea Arab states
aro not capable of ruling themselvea, far less of
fulfilling thelr obligatlions of internatiocnal
eo~axistonce.....National autonomy osn be a good thing

. ut to confer 1t upun ihraspunsiblixiginaa is. -
pointless“ ‘

2. All seationa oﬂ opinion ‘deplore the rhet that,
whereas Franes snd Britaln have obesrved the gutherity
of the United Natlions, the Russlans have not done ao in

Hungary; - thus again "%ﬁteyurgg:gand%lst;ﬂnigg“
. expresses regret that T nited Raticns have influenct

over the decent nations; mnet over the others". PFor

'% the most part Bammarskjold still atsnda in high

esteam but epriticism of him has beeon volced in the
Oppesition preas, on occasions vehemently.

. - /3 Hush. ..

45467 (4}
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3+  Mudch comment contres on il_ia pogt 'Bn of the |
United. Statag and the hepe ig

Xprosaed-that the '
Atlantic Allience can be gt It 1s generally o
heped that the United Stgteg will take g stronger line '
in the Middle East. though _ :
pointed out that the

aged aconomic aigd and that theinr
: : : be reinforced by. thedip
*ppealition %o Anglo-Fpeneh aation, i

b Last week's debste in the House of Commons wea Well
coverad and the Prospeet or greater natienal unity in
the United Klngdom in dealing with the sconomie \
difficulties cresteq by eventg in the

wolecomed., In particulap,

L
.

. . 8% nationality, and g queatien
hag been tableq in the Rikedag by g - -

this subject. The writien anawer will be
Wednesday or Thurgday, e
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Ko,.495 - D.1.03 p.m, December 3,1956
' Decenber 3,1956 R.1.37 pem. Decerber 3,195
TMMEDIATE

In sn article published in the Press this morning the
Bgyptian enbassy here has made the following allegations:-

() that on November 2 the British fleet bombarded Gazs
to help the Israel forces occupy it;

(b) that it bonmbarded the Sharmelshekin zone from the
Red Sea also to help the Isreeliss

(c) that the Secretary fieneral of the United Nations had
proposed a neeting in Geneva on October 29.to resume negotiations
on Suez. Egypt hed agreed, but Britain and France were quite

avasive,

2, I presume these various charges are lies, but would be
glad of confirmation end of any other relevant material to lend

avthority and weight to a denial.

ADVANCE COPIER: ™

Private Secretery

Sir I. Kirkpstrick

¥r, Dean

Mr, Beeley

Head of Levant Departument

Head of African Department

Head of Tnformation Policy Department
Head of ¥ews Department

Hr, Aishe {P,.5.D,)
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CORPIDENTTAL

FROM FOREIGN OPFICE TO TOKYO

Cyphexr/0TP FORUIGN OFFICE AND ‘HITEHALL

DISTRIBUTION

No. 547 D. 145 a.m. December 5, 19%6,
December L, 1956,

CONFIDRNTIA

Your telegran No. 495 [of December 3].

Paragraph 1 (a) and (b): The British flee: 3id | 44y
bomberd the Gaga or Sharmel Sheikh areas. British naval
forces 414 not operate in the Gaza area.

2, Paragvaph 1 {6): The Secretary General had proposed
such a meeting, but, after the Egyptian Government's flat
rejection of the 18 - power proposals, we had toid the
Secretary General that we saw no point in attending such z
mesting unless he could assure us that the ¥gyptian delegate
would have aliernative proposals to put forwsrd, We did
not receive that gssurance,
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BRITISH EMPASSY,

(1093/307/56) : SO N BRIRUT.
- 3 . E"'F
CONFIDENTIAL ° ceordirdt - Vs Movember 29, 1956.

R Io‘il/loll(
Laos Neekosl C?f# GLz

There is much talk going on about enlluslon
batween the Anplo=-French forces end the Israelis
when the Israeli attack began,

2. You may be Interested to knew that I have
been told bv the founsellor of the French Embasay
here that in fact there was collu=sion between

the Trench and the Tsraelis. I 4id not guestion
him on the deteils of this but from hls ¢con=~
versation I infer that the French knew, well
befrrehand, about the fortheoming Israeli attack
cn Rgypt and were giving such asgigtance as they

conl d.
Yo
/ﬂ.—ﬁb

(I.D. Scott)

R.M., Hadow, Esq.,
Foreign Office,
LONDON, S.W.l.
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SECRET
Air Attache No. A.A.759/56
Date; 26th November, 1956
Frem: dir Attache, To: Assistant Chief of Air Staff,
{Intelligence)
TEL AVIV Alr Ministry

Iarael - fhe Wer In Sinai - October 29th - November ith, 1956

Introduotion

1.  An nutline of the fighting in Sinai was given in 4, 4,725/56 dated

7th November, 1956. It was stressed that report was an interim ons,
Unfortunately the promised tour of 8inai was cancelled, and the Israel air
Foroe has atill not completed its operationsl research. This repart,
therefore,is also not final, it merely adds the stery of the air cammeinn
as described to the Alr Attache by Aluf Mishne LAHAT, Chief of Operations,
on 19th Hewvember, 1956, It may however he the last offleial information
-we-shall get as Jerael distrust of Britein sppears to be grewing again, I
have added a few coumments in parentheais.

Nomenclature

2, The officigl I.D.F, name for the campaign is "OFERATION XKADESH".
Sinai is of ¢ourse "holy" %o the Jews, and the presumed lecation of Kadesh
Barnca was on the start line.

Flaoning

3. Lahat saild there were two difficulties in planning the air eperations.
The intention had to be kept to a restricted c¢ircle for security reasons, so
full use could not be made of the staff, Secondly they were asgked to
undertake large soale operations at 2 moment when the conversion of the air
foroe from piston enmined to jet aircraft hed only run half its course.

Lionday, 29th October, 1956

Synnpsis

4. Acrial activity on thc .ondey appears to have been conf'inad, by day,

i~ the paratroop operziion at the #itla Pass and reconnaissance. Concerning
reconnaissance there is nothing to add to the description in A, a.725/56,
parapgraph ., By night nir supply sortiss were alen flown.

Paratrsop Drop

2+  Operation Kadesh opencd with the poratroep drop which took plase butween
1630 and 1700 hours. This particular mission caused more apprehension than
any other as the transport aireraft had te fly desp into hostile territory

in deylight, and meke the drop within sight of the enemy's main fighter bames,
The Kitla Fess is approximately 30 miles from the Shallufa/Kabrit area,

6. 3ixtecn Dakotas were smplayed, They were zpecially ocamouflaged to
blend with the terrain of northern 5inai., this was apparently very effective
as their escorts had difficulty in finding them. The Dakotas flew at about
800 fCCto

7. Cover was given by the jet fighter force. [his took twe forms, close
aacort and deflensive screcen,

(a) Fighter Screen. The Mysteres flew a series of patrols between
the D2 and the Canal. They were ordered not te orsss the Canal,
but patrolled ncer enough t¢ the waterway to be able to observe
clearly all movement on the Epyptian airfields. Lahat said though
Israel’s radar save some cover over Egyptian airfields it could

SECRET /2
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...net be relied on in this oase as the Litla Fasa waa too nsar
the Canal to dopend on organising interceptions by G.C.I. methods,
It was hoped therefore by meintaining visual oontact to be able
to pfunce on any aireraft that took off befere it reached the
Daketas. In fact the nnly Egyptian reaction was to move their
airaraft to dispersals from hard stendings.  The kysterses rcelicved
zach 4ther by sections of Four, and patrolled at 20,000 feet.

(b) Close Escort, The cloge eacort was fllwn by Meteors an@ Quranmans,
Those sat over the transports in sections of feur end were relicved
evary fifteen minutes. They flew at 5,000 feet.

8. The air force had crders te attack nothing unless they were attacked
first. As already stated there was no Egyptian air activity east of the
Canal.

Wight Cperationg

9., During the first night aotivity tock three fuwrms, recsmnmaissanez, supnly
and evacuatien,

10, HRecrnnaisgsance appcara to have besn largely by Piper Cubs, with the
cbject of lecating any enemy movewent eastwards from the Canal. (I have
been unable te get any osdnlismion of the use of nipght photographic reconneiss-

anoe by losguitos).

11, The oclumns advancing westwards from the frontier and the paratreops
were supported by air supply. Both Noratlas and Dekotas weres used in these
eperations, At this stass it is believed supply included small arms and
smmuni$ion, food and medical stores and larger equipment such as jecps aznd
guns, The latter stores were dropped to the paratrocps by Noratlas.

12. Wounded were evacuated by air from both the nitla<Pags and other wvoints,
guch as Kuntills and Themed. These sorties were flown by Piper Cubs. 'QE

Tuesday and Vednesday, 30th and 31st Oatober, 1956

Symopais

13, Tuegday and Wednesday were the phase of gir fighting, though tho
Egyptians did not react until just before 1100 hours on the Tuesday.  After
the Allied feroe bombed Egyptian airficlds on Wednesday night Arab ajr
activity oceased, Close support, interdiction, supply and reconnaisance
gortics were alse flown.

Fighter Operetions

4. Fighter patrols over the psratroops and advancing columns commenced

at first light on Tuesday, Fishters again filew in seotionz of feur, losving
their bases in Israel at fiftcen minute intervals. The Israel 4ir Foreeo
¢xpected the Egyptians to attack their main bases.  All Tighters not
ajrborne or rearming wore kept dispersed at immediate readiness to countor
any such attacks. lone materialised,

15,  Just befors eleven oclock the first Egyptian air foree reasction was

vhserved. MIGs made a reconnaissance of the »itla Pass arsa., Shortly

afterwards both MIGs and Vempires straffed the paratroops, The first acrial

combat took place when two Lysteres intercepted four attacking Vampires,

three were seen as flamers and the feurth was ¢laimed asa probable, It ¢ .
was seld interrogation of the parstroopers has now made it clear all four

Vampires crashed. Wone have hewever been recovered as the mountainous

terrain about Mitls is extremely rugged., The scarch for these wrecks is

/3
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amntinuing., [This acerunt suggests that the Israel fighter force was
stretched te its limit between flying defensive patrels and standing by

to repel ettacks on howe bases, as the Pirst MIG reconnaissances and
attacks were not apperently intercepted), During the morning of Tuesday
the Egyptians managed to get in three er four attacks on the paratrosps

by midday, They madc a few more attacks during the afternoon.

16, During the rest of the day MIGs were enocuntered on a number of
cocasions. The Russian built jets were penctrating right scrnss Sinai at
this time. Two WICs attacked a Fiper Cub which was flying low near Nekhl,
The first falled in itsatback. The sccond ghot down the Piper after about
ten minutes.  The pilot was killed, (I am told this officer was Sepen
Yehuda Karni)., Lator in the day two «ther Pipers were attacked by mIGs in
the Mitla Pass area. The A.Q.P. aircralt escaped by flying at ground lovel
in stcop wadis.

17. Encmanters betweeni-TGs and iiysteres trok place on feur or five occasirns,
The Israelis ceme to the conclusion the Mystere is the better aireraft, cven
allewing for relative skill and morale as betwecen the oilets. Seme MIC
pilots fought hard, but olhers seemed to take the first opportunity to broak
off crmbat., Frem Lahat's reading of Korcan air Tighting he thought the

IIGs behaved muoh as they had done in the Far Fast. They broke eff in o

half lorp gpetting away on the rain of hei-ht,

18, Onec 136 pilet feught extremely gallantly and is worthy of apecial noto,

Tw~ HMysteres encmuntercd eipht MIGs cover Bir Hamme. The Mystercs werc at

the end of their patrol and had to retire as fuel was running lew, Six

#lGs soon burned westwards but the other two kept up a rinning dog fishi

tewardg the east, The seventh retired when the frontier area was rcached,

but the last man accompanied the kysteres all the wey to Hatsor. Fro:r.oass

wes therefore in a series of circular movements. Finally the LIG turncd

vack, having been hit, and the liysteres were able to land. ‘'fhis battle

ofmmenced at 25,000 fect and finished at low altitude, The LIG was hit -q%
in the wing and the Israclis think it is possible this was a MIG 15 they '
have rucovered from the sea. The aireraft was salvaged by the Isracl navy

from the lagoon of Sabkhot ol Bardewii. (I believe the actusl position

“as necar the west end of the lagoon not far from Rumani 774924 ).

13,  On beth days the iIGs flew in formations of up to eight aireraft,
occasionally mere, Four or eight seemed the favourite numbers., Smaller
numbers of 1.IGs were scon only in the twn attacks on Pipers recordsd above.

20,  On ene ooecasitn tvo i .teors werc attacked by lilGs. The Meteors feund
they could esutturn the WIGs with cass, The No. 1 Meteor said he micht have
had & good shot at a MIG if he had had a more experienced No, 2.  The wmlls
superior speed 3id net seom of any advantage if the hieteors flew defecngive
ciroles. (It is probeblc of coursec the Isracli's superior skill as pilots
helped considerably).

21.  Ouragans alsm encountered ¥l%s on two er three occasions, Again
(below 25,000 fedt) the Curagan outturned the MIG every time. Howovor en
onz oocasgion over the Mitla Fass an Ouragan was hit by a MIG. This aircraft
& a companion fought a defensive battle baock to the Israeli frontier, turnin-
continually.,  Tho damaged eireraft made s forsced landing at Halutsa., (shig
is the Ouragan previously reported shot down, It has already been ropaired).

22, It was during one of these Quragan v KIG affrays that pilots reportod

meeting MIG 175, The airerev are convinced at least two MiG 17s were in the ¢
fight, One MIG 17 was hit by an Quragan, it went into a spin, and the

/L
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Israsli pilot said he believed, but could not be absolutely certain, it
erashed. 4 gsearch for this wreek is still in progress.

23, Lahat said the general impression was that MIG pilois were very carcful
in turns, especially below 25,000 fect, On one occasion a KIG was sccn to
flick off a steep turn. Lahat stressed the relative distances to Central
end Western Sinai, saying this gave the Egyptians a great advantape. The
pattern of battle suggested the MIGs tendsd to come up when they belicved

the Israsl aireraft wore about due to turn for home at the end of patrols

or pround straffing. The Egyptisns then followed haragsins them. HIGa
werc rarely encountered when the Israclis first entered the arca. ( This
late contact doss not necessarily support Lahat's conclusion, especially if
Egyptian radar was ineffective and their control diserganised).

Interdiction

2k, It was just beforc noon on 30th Cotober when the Egyptians first
fired at Israel forces on the ground. At the same time the Israclis
cbserved Egyptian ground movement eastwards from the Canal area, The
Air Staff had a guick conference to defide whether they should still held
aircraft in reserve to repel possible attacks on their airfields.  They
decided te put the maximum effort inte the forward area, continuing their
firhter patrels and using the reserve for interdietion and if necessary

clase support.

25, The main roads across Northern Sinai, Kantara - El ~rish and Ismailis

- sibu Agella, were divided into sectors and allocated %o flights. Th: only
pilot bri.fing was thc initial allocatbion t» scetors, though occasional
changes of emphasis were made during rearming perimds. FPilots also rencived
an air to air briefing from returning uziveraf't which they were relievine.

In these interdiction serties three trains were destroysd as well as lar-o
numbers of armoured and thin skinned vehicles. The z2rmy had the greatesl
praise for this effort, saying most Egyptian formations were broken up
before they got anywherc near the advencincg cclumns of Israel troops.

Lahat described the interdiction ss classical,

Close Support

26, On the Tuesday, 30th Octobur, cloac support was confined almost
entircly to helping the peratroops. This tactical aid was given by
Ourapgans and alse to some extent by Mysteres. The Mysteres apoearcd to
have combined this task with their defensive sereening, (as I undersiand
it they must have carriced cut their ground attacks and then relieved the
forward patrol, returning when fuel was down te a minimum or they in turn
were relieved, whichever occured earlier).

27. The Israselis consdidor the Mystere 68 mm rocket preved a useful weapon
arainst enemy troops in rough hill country, such asz about Mitla, Its

high velocity and rate of fire (it will be remcmbered each aireraft carrvies
£5 stores)}, combinsd with a contact fuse gave it the effect of a dirscted
shower of small anti-personncl bombg,  Surprize and satisfaction were also
oxpressed at the damaze schisved against armoured vehicles by the 20mu and
30 mm cancn. Lahat said they witnessed far wmore flamersthan had becn
expected, He added ths ocaution hewever that wany of the fires may have
been the result of rear unprotected tanks of sextra fuel. Nevertheless
this was good encuph to finish the tank off so far as the Egyptians werc
ewncerned.  Wapalm was equally successful, attacks were made frem the

rear in the direction a tank was travelling; as the burst tended te be
forward the tank was in the fire long encugh $o suffer severe damage.

/5
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28.  On Wednesday, 3%st Octuber, the stifl ground fighting at Abu ancila
cowmenoed, At first the ground posltion was too confused to vermit closc
support, {I think this may well have been where two members of an air
centact tesn were vounded; in which case contrsl probably broke down -

se¢ A.a. 725/56 Acpendix 'D' para, 4). Whether or not close suppert for
this aotion really developed on the Te¢dnesday is not clear.

Thursday ard Friday, 1st and 2nd Nevember

Synepsis

2%, nfter the sngle - French sction against Bgyptian airficlds on

Wednesday nisht the Egyption air forcc ccased to take part in the fishtin-

in Binai. The Israel 4ir Force was therefore freec o indulge in unrcstricted
interdiction and 2lose suppert, Thuraday and Friday witneesed the ecllapsc
of the bresking Egyptian Torces; retreat bocame rout by Friday ni:ht apart
from a few pockets of resistence, such as in the Cay. Strip, Northern 3inai
hed been completaly occipicd by the Tgracl forces.

Clase Sunport and Interdiction

38, On Thursday the =air force joined in the Fight at s»bu ageila in stron~
moasure, The hustang squadrons wers put on this task, and herc they
rogeived severe punishment, i ogt losses were deséribed as the result of
light arms fire from troops, as opposed %0 organised anti aireraft firc.

Of the nine Mustangs which erash landed the majority had lost glycel, lL.esi
of thes¢ orashes took place east of the old Palestine frentier. Lahat

said one pilot who came down near sbu ageila and walked 40 miles back, riostly
et night, proved the value of the Isracl air Ferce escape and evasion pack,
He deliberately did net burn his aireraft, which hes since been recover.d,

3. The Hosquitos werc cmploy:d on interdietion and had ne lesses, thoudh
a munber werc damanged. Lehat said a few were saved by having a scoond
engine, but the majarity had only superficial airframe scars which worc
easily plugred er covered,

52, The Ourzgon and hystore squadrons were alse used on interdiction,
The heteors save oltse support te the advencing army columns, (Harvards
were ngt mentiencd but it is known they were withdrawn from operations
after Tugsday).

Gagn and Bl arish

33. Lahat gaid there was relatively little air aation against the Gaza
Strip ard wost of such action was apainst stubborn gtrong points towards

the end of the affrey. (I knew however that a preliminary rocket atiack
by bustangs was made on the euter Gaza defences on Friday just before the
attack cemmenced), At Khan Yunis and Deir al Balah Hetcors were used to
attack peckets of troops. The pilots said the Bgyptian fertificd positions
in the white serd stood out ss excellont tarsets. (Thege attacks wor.
flewn on both Thursday and Friday). Lahat stressed that strict orders

were given against bombing tovms or other populated areas. (He said
"bemhing”; I imagine the order covered all weaponss )

34. There scoms te have been little fiphiinz at Bl .arish. By Friday

the Epyptians were in disorcanised retrcat, and Isracl air activity wos
dsveted to turning this into a rout,

Enemy Rodar in Sinaij,

35. There wns an Egyptian rader station ncar El arigh and in addition

/6
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a well made dummy set. There was some hot argument in the air force

on whether to capture this intact (C.I.0. apd party)} or whother to

knock it out to wealken Epyptian Tighter activitics (Chief of Ows. and
party). The latter had his wey and the station was attacked early

in ths battle with 20 mm cannon and damspsd. The radar has becn broaiht
t6 Israel, is stated to be & British 21 set, and is already being repaireq,

Air Transport

38, Threughout these days the transport squadron was pubting meximun
effort, by dasy and night, into supporting the army. all types of stores,
including larsre guantities of fuel, were dropped to forward units. Thun
the airfields at El urish and Bir Hamma were overrun they wore rapidly
at intc commisd on as forward supply pointa, On return flights wound.d
were flown out,

Saturday and Sunday, 3rd and Lth November

Synopsis

37. By Saturday the air force had completed its fighting tasks in the
north, It was however still employed in this area in three roles -
transportation, secking out fleeing Egyptian troops in wild areas (a task
of the Piper Cubs), and maintaining fighters at readiness lest an
uncxpected attack materialised from Egypt or Syria. The major part of
the fighting foree was turned south to help the army cccupy the southern
half’ of the Sinai peninsula,

arceraft Employed in the South

38, For a day and a half bafore the mround troops reached Sharwm ¢l Sh.ilkh

the Israel Air Porcc aittacked the Epyptian vutpests in Southern Sinai. 1he

targets were up to LO0 kmg., from the bases. The range was too proat for f%
Ouragans and laeteors te be used. The sircraft employed woere Mosyuitoes,

Mustangs, kysteres and the B.17s. The B.17s bombed from between 6-3000

feat,

Igrael siireraft Shot Down

30. In ene of thase ebtacks on Saturday, 3rd irarch, a Mystore was lozt.
This was flown by Rav Sercno Peled the Squadron Commander. He was hit in
the engine by a lipght anti aircraft shelland bailed wut from about 3500
feet, He landed about three kilemetres from the Egyptian camp at Ras
Nuzrani, He suffervd from burns and had a amall bone briken in onc fnot,
thourh he was not awarc of this injury at the time, He ran six kilomw. fros
inte the hills, and wccarding to Lahat was picked up by a Fiper Cub ons
hour and twenty minutes later., Vhen the Piper landed two Egyptians wurs
standing twe humdred yerds away. They regarded the scene with intcr:zst
but displayed no hostile fecliings.

L0, 4 Musianp waz also shot down near Ras Nuzrani, also apparently oo

the Saturday. The pilet crash lended on the beach and was taken prisoncr,

He has not been recoversd, 'The source of this information is an BEgyrtian

doctor whe was captured the next day and had attended the pilet, “hon it

was reported this pilot was missing a Dakota fitted with loudspeskers was

sent to the Ras Ruzrani area and broadcast a warning to the Egyptians to

treat him well. This Dskota had been used carlier over the Gaza Strip

to cell on the Arabs to lay down their arms, '

1

Fall eof Ter and Sharm =1 3heikh

41. It was on Saturday that the air forfe attacked a small troon shi-
and & frigate off lias Nuzrani. The former was sunk, the latter dumagcd.
Details were givon in my s.a. 726/56 dated 7th Nuvember, 1956 {air Ministry
f‘nly)q.
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42, On Saturday afterncon paratroops were drapped at TOR on the west
coagt of the Sinai Foeninsula, There was no reslistance and Noratlas and
Dakote airoraft flew in additional forces within an hour.

43. By SBunday tho romeininz BEgyptian troops were flesing down both sides
of the peninsula towerds the southern t$ip of Sinai (the Sharm el Sheikh
areal. During the final stase of their retreat they had been straffed by
Mustangs and four HMystores with napalm and cannon., it times the Isracl
pilots were sttacking Egyptians within thirty metres (sic) of their own
fereces, Sharm £l Sheikh was well fortified but by Junday there was not
much fight left in the cnemy, They were bombed until the Israel army
arrived, by which time most of the Exyptians uad laid down their arms and
walked away, The army counted three hundred killed as the result of
these air attacks on Sharm ¢l Bheikh, which numbered twenty two sortics.
Most of the damare was done with what were described as 0D 1h anti
peraomnal bombs.

Miscellaneous Opcrational Inf'ermation

b, Ilsracli Pilots. EBven the mst rsceht Iaracli ovnverts to jot
aireraf't said they did not finmd the sudden increase in speed any drawbesk
on operatiens, Their traiping in flying, firing end bombing was adesguab.
for their tasks, (I gathor some pilots on the Leteors had only very fw
Jet hours when operations began),

45.  Sorties Flown., In northern Sinai the Israelis got an averave of
four or five sorties a duy from thelr jet aircraft, and about %wo to thro..

a day from thoir iustangs 2nd Mesquitos. In the latter stages as dist:nc.u

increased ths number of sorties fell to the lower figpures.

L5, alr Supply. Dakotas and Hwratlas were flown to the limit on suniv
duties. 3pare parts, fuel, ammunition, field guns, snd Jeeps were droy Ui
to the ground forges - all items both by day and night. Troops were
flown to forward strips and the wounded were brouzht out.

LY. 4. 0,P, sireraft. The Fiper Cubs were described as the eyes and
gars of the army, They sre cagy to maintain, and landed on roads, tronks
and desert. The majority were parcelled out to the ground Ferces, and

theses were put under the operational control of the aruwy vnits and Toraaticac

%0 which they were attached, allecation was on no sct basis, - snc
battzlion might have two aireraft, or a number of companies mizht have
one cach,

48, Harvards, The Harvards were armed with brnbs and rockets, ey
wore rostricted to attacks on sof't skinned vehicles, Only one was lost,
the second reported down hed in fact forced landed with undercarriare
lowered and has since been flown out.

42,  Capture of Dustroyer "Ibrahim", .fter the Ibrahim had shall.d aiia
at about G330 hours on 31st October, 1956 she was shadowed by a Dakota
equippcd with Radar. &t first light two Ouragans were sont out $o attank,
They mzdé stern attacks out of the sump {according to Lahat though I wond.r
if the sun was up) with rocksts and 20um cannon at about 0BCY hours. Ih.
United States Naval isttache maintains he saw a lizht aireraft of th. -i:.v
varicty making low passcs over the ship between the shelling ond first
light, he thousht at about 0345 hours. Lzhat deniecd any knowledme of

this lisht sirereft,

50. daritinme Ruocennaissanco, Lanat said little maritime reconnaiss:an.
wos flewn durine: the campaimm, They did however Tly extensive maritbi .
patrols during tho ferty eight hours before "Kadosh® started; at the sime
time they were obtaining eomrrehensive high level photograrhic cover of o
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Egyptian navy, Israel iosquitos took part in the air sea rescus oporation
followinz the loss of an Bgyptien aireraft corrying staff officers frow
Beirut to Coire gust before hostilitiss started. He denied that Isvacl

had shot this airgralt down.

5. Hslicopters. Lahat said both 5. 65 and Hiller helicopters were ussd,
(My first intimation that Sikorski's were in Izrael}, He said a hecliceptor
had been used to retrieve a Piper Cub which forced landed in the descrt.

(If this is literally truc it myjst surcly have heen an 5,55}

52, Spitfires. DLahat said Spitfires were not used in "Kadesh".

53, Israsl A,a. Defonces. Lahat said no Egyptian aireraft came over
Isracl by night.  The storicz of bombs being dropped off Tel Aviv and in
the Jerusalew corridor werc untruc. He thourht air raid alerms were
robably caused by the approach of British and French aircrat't, which ho
said followed weird and incomprohonsible courses at times. He admittcd
the guns outside th: Embassy hers had fired atan Isracl Mosgulto, which
violated the prohibited area, on the Tuesday worning, 30th Octob.or.

54. Operational Control. Lahat seid the air battle was fourht frow
the Operational Control Room at A,B.q. Remle. The enly other controllurs
enerating wore those in nir Contact teams forward with the army.

55.  Flyina Training. Flyins training ceased,  advenoed cadcts wers
uscd on Stearwans for commmnications duties.  Other cadots werc given
ground cmployment.

56. asscssment of Lisses., Lehat's figures of Isracl and Egyptian
losses arc given at innex 1 to this repert.

Congluzion

57. I draw no conclusions, as there is nothing to 2dd to my final coawnts
in A, 4.725/56. 1 think we have been given a fairly honest account of tho
air force's activities in the Sinai campaign, with the inevitable Isracli
roticencs on those subjects and statistica which would be wmost dnteresting,
such ag radar, communications and serviceability, For a few days it

looked ags though they would bs more fortheoming than over before, but by

the time their officers rcappeared on the public scene the old security
tlanket had been rehoisted for reasons which are not appropriate to this

repori,
A
(J.G. HISHGP)
Wing Commarder,
Air attache
.[lc 1 ;:Vi"?
Digtribution

ALY ministry 56}
Bebo Mo B Fu (6}
J.1.B. (JLE. ) éz)
Chancery L)
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annex 1 to
b die 759/56 datcd 26th Nov, 56

Epyptian and Taras) snlr Losses During
Oreration K.DESH ss given by aluf Mishne
Lahet on 19th November, 1956

Egypt
1. Lahat saild the Esyptian forces involved were cstimated at

1 Vampirce Sguadron
2 MIG 15 Bguadrons
% Moteor Sguadron

He emphasised the Egyptians cuployed NO &, O.P. aircraft.

2. The Ierael oir Foroc cetimated fthe loases from this force as

% Vampires destroyed (ne wrecks found)
(one pilot captured)
1 seteor probably destroycd.
3 MIG 15 destroyed {Iwo wrecks found of which onc has
been recoversd, seo pora 18 of ropori:
the obhor wroeckage was approximately
23 milee west Of abu aceile)
2 4IG possibly dostroyed (of vhich one is the alle-cd .. w i7)
2 Sokol overrun {These Czech tralners werc st El arizn.
Ono has been flovn to0 Ranic; the ot
iz a wrock. In .. 725/56 app. D, 1ora
1{b) I revorted these as iero 45. D
twin I =saw at El arish was apparcontly
a burnt ouiBgyptisn ieteor of pre Kadosh
vintage. )

%
Tzraci

S Lahat's remarks en Isracl leos=is vere -

1 Mysterc destroyed (Light ... Tire) (Pilot safe).
9 kusbanss shot down by small arms fire. (ot loast
four recoverable) (Two pilots I:ill\;dg
2 Harvards shot dovn (One degsiroyed; one elready rocoversd
(One pilet killed),
1

Ouragan forced landed after being hit.(slready reorair.d).
4 or 5 Piperas destroyed (One shot down by a LG 15; onc

destroyed on the rround by 2 LI 15
two or three vrition off as the

result of ancidents).
hany other sircraft were. damaged,

L. I do not kmow the name of the second Mustang pilot kilied, but

underst and he was a youn~ officor. Ihe other casualties werc:-
lMustany = Rav Scron woshe TalDHMOR (3dilnitsky) 0.0, No.105 3gusaron.
Harwvard

~ Seren ioshe ESHEL {of the F.T.S.) 0.C, Hervard Gu Scusdron,
Fiper Cub -~ BSemen Yohuda K4RNI of No. 100 Sguadron,

SECRET
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BRITISH EHOASSY HEVIEYW OF SWELISH POES3S COMMENTS C.S.
LIOCKHOLM Friday 30 NoverM™er 1956,
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1) GHT. 29/11 FPenture articie by Sven Lsnhere.
" Buez,3cviet and United Nations®

"In fManchester Guardian! of 8/11 a Mpr John Prinzle in o letter
cppeses the viclent criticism asainst Blen's policy in the Middle
Fast, The letter-writer is firnly convinesd that the loaders cf
the Govermment have vreceived such infornation as to the situation,
ag woéuld sllence rmost of theip adversaries,if cnly he could make
public thils infornat’ion.

"Mr Prinsle was !'Manchestor Cuardian! correspendont in “eplin
curing the Hitler era,and he had Ziven hls naper infermation about
Hitler and his piana,which that paper published,wlthout the news
malzing auch impression., This was ot the time of Hitler's narch into
the Jthinsland in 193%:a11 the Leasue of Mations could was to riake
'sorious protests!; Nr Fringle thinks the %astern iMwers shcould
have gsent in trocps at once;if chat lLiad baposened Ditler would have
been nipped in the bud,and hananity saved the horrors of the war.

GHT then quotes ancother sinilar article from n Gerran Journalist,
writing in Newe 7 1 17/11shere too the writer wvocnlls the incident
off Hitler's march into +he lthinsland,and says that if only the Frenh
had marche? fn then,the Gormans weuld hove been feorecd Lo an
lznoninivus vetreat.as infeed they were expecting te have Lo turn
tall and run if any French soldiers had appeare’; that tiziec the
whole thiny wns a 0luff »n Hitler!'s part;ond it svcceeded

1
GHT understands from Mr I'rinsle!s letter,that the Iinformation
that BEden had obtained rmst have been of just scms such nature,
ant equally irportant for tho whole future of Lhr worldsn sericus
wag L¥,in fact that It ccn Lo concerned with ncne nlhe» Lihian one
power: the Soviet] says GHY. (Sven Lonherr)

propaganda

“he article then reviows the/eflorts durin® recent years of Jdussia
in the Mifddle Inst. Tt refers to the purchiase of ariis by Brypt:
and it points oubt that the quantity far exceeded what would have
been necessary for EBoypt to reach her nain chjective ! the nnnihil-
ation of Israel; no,the arms wers for aneovher purposejthey wore
meant f'or .ussian 'volunteors! whix for which MNasser had asled,
and which the Soviet was cnly toc pleased to send.

GHT says it can e taken rfor cranted that the Iritish Gevernment
was Informed of all the dstnils of this plan,abocut which the
Jeneral public knew nothins. The nrticile 82ys cne fees noet need

to beloms to the Secret 3ervice to unforstend the rest of the picture:

once suf'ficient arms were there,on the spot,all that was ncedecd
was an excuse to send off the iwussian amuy;Nasser was only too
zlad 50 .annex the Suez Conal,and in view of the protests from the
capitalist states that were bound to folicw,the Soviet would find
i1t her cowvious duty to cone to the rescup and protect the sover-
eizntr of her threatened brother-pation by sendin: her army,

"This was the situntion which gave rise to the sending of the
I'ranco=iriish erpediticnary force:;it wns o case of Jreventing the
itussians from making theuselves masters in Exypt.

"The Russian expedition had been ready sone tirejthen eame the
revolit In Hungary...Hungarian Pefugees have reported how ussian
solcilevs were constantly asking then 'where is the Canal'{=zee nlso
reference thics Jeviewlrn? fuhere arve the Inrlish and French?' These
were tiac scldiers that were e have gone te Ecypt,but had had te he
deployed to Hunzary instend;it hal all happened so quickly,there had
not even been time to explain the changed dispcsitions to the ren.
(cont,)

Review 13/11/56. p.l AP report from Nickelsderfr,
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The writer goes oni

"T leave it Lo obhers .o discuss the morality or expsdlency of the

Angle-French political action. tut I cannot resist asking: Vhat
would it look like now if the expedition had not krdErxupizEn been
undertaken? The answer to that question would alnost certainly be
this: In Esypt there weuld now be a strong Scviet Russian Yy

- and not merely in Egypt,but in all the cther Lrab states as well-
- in Syrla there are even now being armassed stacks of itussian war
materinl. Russis would not only be master of the Suez Canal and all
the oil pipelines in the Aradb countries,but weuld also have control
of the esstern Meditepransen,the ked Sea and the Fersion Gulf,and
rasses of arms would then without the least Adiffieplty,still

conbtinue to be sent to ilgeria and Tunisia,

M§hat,in such a sltuastion would the United Nations have becn able

to fo? The answer is unfortunately all tco obvicus. We have only

te look at poor bleedins Hungary. UN has been generous with
Mgericus probests™ - just as when Hitler maerched into the hineland,
similarly for th Soviet,who tokes them nearly always as a juarantee
that nothing further will happen. That sorething,even a little,
was donein Egypt is all dus te the spritish-French expedition.
Therefore it is worth something scre than jus t Ingratitude and

snubs,

"Here,one aprees heartily with old mon Churchill!s words -~ that
Ulls rebuke of Enpland was neither clever ner helolful.

to sive riss to pgrave
“ecenfronted with sericus
ther: alone. It weuld
helpfulness of

"¥hat 1s now happening is caleunlated
second-thourhts, Ve in the West are now
punfewx danfers. Wo must be prepared to neel
be folly to place tce rmeh hope in the wisdoc or
either the UN or US84." {end)
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