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FROM M03CQSI TO FOREIGN OFJ'Iffi \ /

Glair FOEII&M OFFICE AMD

Sir. W* Hayter
Ho. 1570 B« 12.05 p*m. November 7, 1956
November 6, 1956 R. 12.-U p.m. H©vember 7, 1956

Addrgssed to Forejgft Office telegram No. 1570iof l$iveBtber 6j
Repeated for information to tJ.K*Del New York ^.. '''%

and Saving to Washington and

Sues,

There is little change in today's reporting on Suez in the
Soviet Presf. Brief descriptions are given of last night's
demonstrations out site the French, Israeli and this liibassy (my
teligraa No. 1561), where "thousands" of Moscow woifctrs are said
to have gathered. The demonstrators, of whom there were in fact
never »ore than 500, stayed for about three hours, shouting
slogans anl hanging banners on the Embassy railing.

A"b*ut Ĵ .0 pretests, signet "by workers «ni students ®f varieus
institutions, were hanted in te the Embassy. I am telegraphing
separately abeut a fresh dem»nstrati®n this morning.

2. The Press also publishes tw» c«rainuniques by t h« Egyptian
High C«»anf , reptrting British b«blig raids m Egyptian twns,
with the Itss *f «®ae life and ©f seven planes, ani claiming the
simkimg «f a French cruiser*

3» The report ®f the Qeneral Assembly debate »n Nweaber 5,
gives details «f the Camadian res«luti«m, and reports in full
the S«viet delegates speeoh. There is alst a summary «f the
Angl«~fren®h Ntte tt th« Secretary Osneral @f the United Nations,

which is said t® ignore the Afro-Asian resolution ant t© pay
Up-strrio* to the Ganadiam resolution tm order to pl&oe fresh

in the iray of a

-U Mr. GaitskelT s radio speech is briefly reported.

Foreign Office pass U.K. Del Hew York and Saving to Washington
aad Paris as By telegrams Nes, 25,228 and 195 respectively.
[Repeated Saving to U.K.Del New ITork, Washington and Paris] .
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SECRET

FROM TffiRAI TO FOREIGN OFFICE

Cypher/OTP

Sir R. Stevens

906
November 7, 1 956

ffOREIGI OFFICE SECRET AND
PITEHALL SB3RET DISTRIBUTION

D. 5.23 p.m. November 7, 1956
R. 5.40 p.m. November 7, 1956

SECRET •! *

Addressed to Fareign Office telegram N®. 906 of November 7.
Repeated for information Immediate t© Ankara Bagdad

.Karachi.

telegram N®. 902: vFour-Power Gmuuniqul,

Hart has just told me that he and the Pakistanis mist
insist ©11 a reference t© the 1947 resolution in paragraph 3 (3)0
I warned him that in the event, we should have t® c®mment in ©ur
reply probably along the lines ®f the Guildhall speech. He said
that he hoped that our comment w@uld be as non-controversial
as passible. It was not the moment t® enter into arguments ®n
this m©st sensitive subject when Arab sentiments were inflamed.
It was because of this he considered a reference t® the 1947
resolution essential from his point of view.

2. I have asked Dr. Ardalan if he and the Turks can do
anything more t© move himj it is after all their communique'
not ours. But if this fails, and Nuri is busy trying t@

, persaude Menderes to the release of their comuuniquS urgently -
some modification in ny telegram No. 899 will be required at
the end of paragraph 3. I suggest "are in general consonant
with Her Majesty's Government's own views. As regards the
Palestine dispute, they consider that it will be their objective
t© find a basis f©r settlement which will fully and finally be
acceptable t® all States in the area".

Foreign Office pass Immediate t© Ankara, Bagdad and
Karachi as my telegrams Nos. 11 6, 263 and 114 respectively.

[Repeated to Ankara and Bagdad]
[Copy sent to Telegraph Section G.R.O. for repetition t®

Karachi]
ADVANCE COPIES

Mr. DeanPrivate Secretary Sir I. Kirkpatrick
Mr, Ross Head of Levant Department
Head of African Department Head of Eastern Department
Htad of lews Department Mr. Ashe, P.U.S.D.
p p F P
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707
Your telegram No. 906 fof November 7:

Tehran meeting of Bagdad Pact],

If your efforts fail and wording is as^,
it i ft

in para.3(iii) of your telegram No. 885, We will
f-TC

reply in terms of your telegram 8991 With

following amendments to last sentence of para. 3:

"Are [in siiieniail' consonant with H.M.

Government's own views. As regards

a settlement pf £he Palestine problem

H.M. Government's vie ws"jp«iaei-»—a-s/ stated

by the Prime Minister in his speech at

the Guildhall on November 9 1955

••WHPiB^*^^^ v> v un o^ L/X uil5 l^i-^ y ci j, j cJ u

United Nationo r-oaolutiiuii.. "
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Addressei to Tehrai] telegraa No.115i of Noreiiber .
Repeated for infonttion t© Ankara

Bagiai
Karachi

SaTisg to He. 5208
UJC.Bel.

telegraa K».906 [af
Bagiiti Pact],

meetiag of

If ysur efforts fail tat wording is as In paragraph 3(iii)
©f y©ur ttl«grai K«, 885, we will ;peply i» terms @f y©tjr telegram
Ne.899 with fallowiug aaendsents to last sentence of paragraph 3:

"Are consonant with Her Majesty's Gorernaetit's owi
views. As regards a settlement of the Palestine
preblei Her Majesty's G-orernient's views are w^ll known
an* were statet by the Priae Minister in his speech
at the Guillhall ®B M®w»her 9 1955."

c c c c
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Limit Distribution.

During reception today Molotov came up when I was talking to
Zhukov and inquired what was ay view on Israeli attack on
Egypt. I told bin I had no details but I knew my government
took most serious view .of this and had taken initiative to
bring matter before Security Council. Molotov then in best
style attempted indicate U.S. could have prevented this if it
wished since it had great influence with Israei, adding that of
course we had been in cohoots with England and France. I told
hie he was completely mistaken, that the United Spates had
done everything it could to prevent situation developing to
this point} that President had sent personal messages to
Israeli Prime Minister urging restraint and, in any event,
fact we had- taken lead in Security Council was best answer
to this question.

Molotov, shifting his ground slightly, said that behind
backs Israel stood Great Britbn and France who wished to
punish Nasser for nationalisation Suez Canal. I told him I
(ildn t see how he could believe that since he must be aware
GTeat Britian had also told Israel that any action against
Jordan would bring into operation Anglo/Jordan treaty. I
then added that Just about a year ago the Secretary had warned
Mr. Molotov of the dangers of Soviet action in supplying arms
to Egypt In already inflamed situation, and that Soviet

government/

SECRET

I Vft/OQ/

INFORMATION COPY
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government should think carefully of possible consequences
this action. Molotov•a only reply was to state after all it
was Israel and not Egypt which was aggressor in this case.
I confined myself to repeating that the US had done everything
it could to avoid this situation and that HP. Molotov would
do well to believe we on this point. Be made no further
comment and conversation ended.

Obviously in Security Council Soviet Union will back up
Egypt to fullest. Molotov*s remarks nay be forecast of
their attitude towards Western powers in this matter. «̂ ~

BOHLEN

bll/351

SECRET
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SECRET

fROM MR. RALPH MURRAY A.P.H.O. TO

SBCRirr DISTRIBUTION

ffo. 199 PA
Uofembsr 7, 1956

p.m. November 7, 1956
R: 6,30 a.m. Hovember 7, 1956

(ria Ministry of Defence)

SSCR35T

I accompanied Commander in Chief this morning to a brief
oonforence at Port Said with Qenaral Stoclwrell. The following
are points seem frith an eye to your political problems during the
next phase.

2. The tale of damage to the town which could be alleged
against us is pretty considerable.

(a) The Western half of Arab town which consisted of
huts and mud buildings doubtless with usual loads of highly
inflammable rubbish on the roofs has been burnt to the ground.
This oocjurred during fighting.

(b) A school and some blocks of buildings standing
just back from the sea front are heavily damaged by shell fire
and are burnt out. They constitute a pretty considerable
monument.

(o) One tank at the Northern end of the II Rasaa oil
tank farm is burning spectacularly but the rest teem Intact.

(d) Some warehouses near the Customs House area are
completely destroyed and Nary House Is almost completely
burnt out.

(e) Sears and breakages of a repairable Kind abound.

3. In spite of this the town by no means presents a picture of
destruction̂ . Apart from (b) and (d) above the whole area of
buildings last of Arab town is substantially intact and from a
low air recce we made looks normal enough. Port Fouad appears
completely intact. Though there may be warehouse damage there
too.

i. Civilian casualties.

Number X can estimate approaching reliable Is not available
to Task Force Commander yet. But it can confidently be said
that with few exceptions the casualties were due to fighting
after the landings and not to shell fire or air strikes.

/ Ho..
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SEGBET

MR. RALPEriTORRAY A.F.H.Q. EGRAM If 0.1 99 PA TO . TOKETfiK

- 2 -

No report* had reached Her Majesty's Consul yet of casualties among
^British or other foreign communities with one exception which I am

reporting separately. Egyptian civilian casualties were evacuated
where possible by helicopter to aircraft carriers for treatment.

5. Ga^alties in street fighting were considerable but no
reliable estimate ©f numbers is available probable none can ever
be made. Ctomwafcder in Chief is reporting on this aspect of the
battle.

6. Thig morning' however a er©w£ of looters (repeat looters)
a thousand or so strong at a warehouse had to be fired onand fchere
are casualties there increased by a panic stampede, Numbers not
known.

7. Resistance. Our military gains were undoubtedly ane to
superior efficiency and tactics of paratroops and to overwhelming
fire support not to lack of Egyptian resistance. Egyptians were
indeed this aorning, still holding out tenaciously in Navy House.
Resistance and reaction of surrender were organised by Brig ,
Rushdi of Egyptian Intelligence. Great eminence to the Governor,
who has^sappeared. Sniping had however this morning died down'
to a few 'sporadic shots. Her Majesty's Consul went shopping
without incident in Arab quarter. I consider however it must be
assumed that Egyptian Intelligence have a considerable organization
in the town and when they have reorganized and reestablished contact
will be capablf of making things t&ot for us.

8. Local Authorities. Mahmoud Riad is still Governor but is
probably on Nasser's black list. There is some contact with
[? group OBdjt|td] but virtually none with Administration yet.
Civil Affairs team go in today however. Electricity and water are
cut ©f£ though infiltration and sewage plants are intact. In
present circumstances a heavy food cqamitment for civil population
reems/ inevitable but Civil Affairs will be reporting soon.

9., The eanal. MasDavid is with Commander in Chief Mediterranean
on his way to Port Said and the salvage team's reports will doubtless
jbon be availble but the enormity of Nasser's action against the
'Canal seems already clear. General Stoekwell's information was
that twenty one (repeat twenty one) are sunk in it at Port Said
alone.

AWANCBS TO;

222

._. Dean
Mr. Ross
Head of infc

JjjM|

Head ©f African Beparfmeat
Head of Levant Department

Head
Mr. Ashe
Resident Clerk

h
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Top Secret.

Secret.

Confidential.

Restricted.

Open.

Draft.

Telegram/to :

RALPH MURRAY,
A.F.^.Q.

(Date) .,/

And tj>:—

/!.9".'Vm.';•/•,,

Clair.
Code
Cypher

Distribution :—

P.O. W.H.

Copies to :—

• * Date f. and time (G.M£T.| tjelejgram shojild,
> reach^ addressee®...

EMERGENCY
IMMEDIATE
PRIORITY
ROUTINE

with priority
without

DEFERRED

(Date)

Despatched ./..'.!..LJ±r:

[ Security classification^.
—if any \

CONFIDENTIAL

[Codeword — if any] ............. .. ...........................................

Addressed to ................................... ̂ PHJUHRAY, ̂ .F

telegram No ............... .:Q..f ....! ........................... (date)....

/or informatio

^- - - . *

Your telegram No. 199PA Kof November 7*

Damage to Port Said], \J^^*' \1 ° Vjt"

We would like to use in publicity and in

United Nations information in your

paragraph 9. Grateful for earliest indication

of nationality of ships sunk.

2. Is there any publishable evidence that

Egyptians were responsible for sinkings?
Iju^ bUM»\Ui «^ci* wd AWv* *""
3J Please repeat reply e

U.K. Delegation New York.

„,,,.*.,
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AMMAK YQ OFFICE

gQREJUfi OFFICS DKrmaUTIOH

D. 5.12 p.Hi. November 5» 1956.
Hovember 5, 1956. E. U»5Q p.®. Koveufljer 5, 1936.

to Foreign, Office .telegram Mo.l666'.o%'"'Hovenabe'r 5,1956.

In Clair

Sir C. Du&e

. 1666

Repeated for information tosBagdad
Be It'll t
Tel Aviv
POMEF

Jordsn Preae headlines are less sensational.

Dlfa'a states Sgypt has announced that Cairo will be a second

Stalingrad, and

Jihad that France prepares to withdraw frora the invasion of

ISgypt. .Prominence is given to opposition in the United Kingdom

of the Men Government and arrival of the IraQi military mission

Cifn'a editorial strongly condemns Britain for trying to

annihilate the Arab world with the help of Israel and supports

Egypt whose one word will bring the A*'»bs into action.

Jihad editorial, under the heading Criminal Ho. 1, says the

whole world denounces Eden's aggressive policy and urges the free

nations to annihilate the British nation which enjoys bloodshed

and crimes. the split between the British people, i/arllament, and

Ca&monwealth and between Bden and Mollet indicates the «nd of the

British nation.

2. The l»ress published a text of a religious speech delivered at

the Mosque by the President of the Ulema Council before Friday

prayers. The Sheikh appealed to kosleoia &nd Arabs of the world

to stand by igypt and help her to repel Israel-Anglo-.^r^nch

aggression which was directed against the tfoslesr. and Arab otates

as indicated in King Hussein's recent speech. The disaster had

increased Arab hatred of the imperialists who should realise the

Arabs have decided to take part in th* battle until they have
restored Palestine, freed *Iberia and repelled aggression on Igypt.
He concluded by urging thepublic to cooperate with th» <*overmn«nt

NBL
in maintaining stability.
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FROM TSL AV3:V TO QJTOgt

En Glair

Sir J. Hicholls
IQ.
November 7, 1956

PORgGH OFFICE AID WHITMALL
IgSCTIBtlECjEr.

1.47 p.a, Novei^er 7, 1956
2.58 p.m. November 7, 1956

Addressed to ForeignOff ice telegrams Io>: 719 of November 7.
Repeated for information to Beirut, Bagdad, Annan, P.O.H.E.F.,
f/mshington, tf.K. Bel* Hew^York and Saving to Paris*

V *•- * J •
Ky telegram No. 714 (not to all).

Today* s newspapers continued to cement on Britain* s
position over the withdrawal of Israel forces which many
said is still -unclear. Several newspapers carried B.P.
aiid Renter reports of another Foreign Office statement
yesterday saying that Israel should withdraw her forces from
Egyptian territory "without delay".

2. GoMsent tools much the same lines as yesterday's,
thou^i it was somewhat less indignant* Ha*Aret2 now
raises doubts about whether Britain is really imposing
pressure on Israel to emcmate Sinai in view of the fact
that such evacuation would he lilcely to <3»prlT*e Britain
of the pretext for the seizure of the Canal Zone. The
Jerusalem Post takes a similar view but Al Hamishiaar says
that Britain has intensified her pressure on Israel at the
highest level. Most of the Press suggests that Prance
differs froB Britain on this question.

3. The general view is that since the andstiee
agreement with Bgypt no longer exists, the goestion of
withdrawal can only be solved in the context of a more
feneral settlement for which it is said there is now
toaprectdented pressure here,

4* Host newspapers appear to "believe that Britain does
not regard the Gaza Strip as Egyptian territory and would
inot ta«»fore expect Israel forces to withdraw from it.

Foreign Office pass Washington and U.K.Del. New York as
my priority telegrams Hos. 126 and 120 and to Paris as 133
Saving No, 148.

[Repeated to Washington, U.K.Bel. Hew lork and Saving
to Paris].
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SECRET

FHCM FOREIGN OFFICE TO WASHINGTON

Cypher/CTP

No. 5181
November 5, 1956.

P R I S E C

D. 3. I a.m., November 5, 1956.

SECRET

lease pass following from Prime Minister' to
ent Eisenhower,

egins.

'] riend,

It is a great grief to me that the events of the last few days
have placed such a strain on the relations between our two
countries. Of course I realise your feelings about the action
which we felt compelled to take at such short notice. But if you
will refer to -ray message of September 6, I think you will agree that
what I said then has already begun to be\confirmed, by events.x l&^ty^Wlt

I have always felt, as I made very clear to Mr. Khrushchev,
that the- Middle East was an issue over.which, in, the last resort, we
would have to fight0

I know that Foster thought we could have played this longer. But
I am convinced that, if-we had allowed things to drift, everything
would have gone from bad to worse. Nasser would have become a k|.nd
of Moslem Mussolini and our friends in Iraq, Jordan, Saudi Arabia
and even Iran would gradually have been brought dov/n. His Efforts
would have spread westwards, and Libya and all North Africa would have
been brought under his control. It may be that we might have '
obtained by negotiation a settlement of the Canal question which gave
us a part of what we needed. But at best it would have taken a long
time. Meanwhile Nasser would have been taking the tricks all roi|nd
the Middle East. His last action in making a military command with
Jordan and Syria was bound to. provoke the Israelis, and of coursg it
did so. They felt themselves imprisoned and naturally tried to break
out. We were of course relieved that they broke in the direction
of Egypt rather than of Jordan. But once they had moved, in
whatever direction there was not a moment to be lost.. T/e and the
French were convinced that we had to act at once to forestall a
general conflagration throughout-the Middle East. And now that

/police action
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SECRET

Foreign Office telegram No. 5181 to Washington

— 9 —

police action has been started it must be carried through.
I an sure that this is the moment to curb Nasser's ambitions.
If we let it pass, all of us will bitterly regret it. Here
is our opportunity to secure an effective and final
settlement of the problems of the Middle East. If we draw
back now, c'haos will not be avoided. Everything will go up
in flames in the Middle East. You will realise, with all
your experience, that we cannot have a military vacuum while
a United Nations force is being constituted and is being
transported to the spot. This is why we feel we must go on
to hold the position until we can hand over the
responsibility to the United Nations. If a barrier can be
established in this way between the Arabs and the Israelis we
shall then be strongly placed to call on the Israelis to
withdraw. This in its turn will reduce the threat to the
Canal and restore it to the general use of the world. By
this means, we shall have taken the first step towards
re-establishing authority in this area for our generation.

It is no mere form of words to say that vre would be
happy to hand over to an international organisation as soon
as we possibly can. As you can imagine no-one feels more
strongly about this than Harold who has to provide the
money. We do not want occupation of Egypt, we could not
afford it, and that is one of many other reasons why we.
got out of Suez two years ago.

I know how strongly you feel, as I do, the objections
to the use of force, but this is not a situation which can
be mended by words or resolutions. It is indeed ironical
that at this very moment, when we arc being pilloried as
aggressors Russia is brutally reoccupying Hungary and
threatening the whole of Eastern Europe, and no voice is
raised in the United Nations in favour of intervention
there. It may be -that our two countries can take no
practical action to redress that situation. But the
Middle East is an area in which we could still take
practical and effective action together.

I am sending you this message in the hope that you will
at least understand the grievous decisions which we have had

/to make.
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Foreign Office telegram No. 5181 to Washington

~ 3 ~

to make. I was deeply moved by your last message before our initial
action, although I,was not able to reply to it as I would have
liked at the tine.

After a few days you will "be in a position to act with renewed
authority. I "beg you to believe what we are doing now will in our
view facilitate -your action.. I would most earnestly ask you to put
the great weight of your authority behind the proposal which we are
now making to the United Nations„

I believe as firmly as ever that the future of all of us depends
on the closest Anglo-American cooperation. It has of course been a
grief to me to have had to make a temporary breach into it which I
cannot disguise, but I know that you are'a man of big enough heart
and vision to take up things again on the basis of fact. If you
cannot approve, I would like you at least to understand the
terrible decisions that we have had to make. I remember nothing
like them since the days when we were comrades together in the war.
History alone can judge whether we have made the right decision, but
I do want to assure you that we have made it from a genuine sense of
responsibility, not only to our country, but to all the world.

Yours ever,

Anthony.

Ends.

[Copies sent to No. 10 Downing Street].
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Inward Telegram to Commonwealth Relations Office
.̂

FROM: U.K. HIGH COMMISSIONER IN NEW ZEALAND

C«

D;
R:

CYPHER • '
EMERGENCY

•No.

Wellington 18.06 hours Uth November 1956
09.30 hours Uth November 195° :n

TOP SECRET

personal for Laithwaite; . ,'

I saw Mr. Holland at his country residence 35 miles away this
morning and spent the morning with him. I gave him your No. U55
and made the points in your No. 1+53. During our conversation he
sent for MacDonald. ^.-r-Cr^-'

2. Mr. Holland made the following points

(a) His personal view was that the difference between our_
' original object in threatening the use of force against

Egypt when Nasser .seized the Canal and the avowed
object of our present use of force is too thin to
impress world opinion. The United Kingdom and France
were at war with Egypt and war was the only true word
to use.

(b) He had not found it easy to come out in support of our
action. The lengthy Cabinet meetings preceding his
announcement confirmed this.

(c) He felt that the United Kingdom was divided on the
present issue. In the circumstances, he felt that the
New Zealand Labour Party were likely .to. follow the
lead of United Kingdom and Australian Labour Parties
Mr. Nash himself was sound, but he v/as being pushed by
others in his party. Labour were considering asking
for Parliament to be recalled but Mr. Holland hoped to
rvoid this. Much depended upon the meeting of the
Foreign Affairs Committee on which both parties are
represented, scheduled for Tuesday next.

(d) Both Mr. Holland and MacDonald complained of the lack of
information they had and on going into this I discovered
it really referred in particular to answers to their
questions (sent to Webb) regarding whereabouts of
Royalist and future use.

3 Mr. Holland's main political difficulty lay in a decision
regarding use of Royalist. . The strain in this connection was real
and heavy. New Zealand was the only Commonwealth country in the
position of finding herself at war if Royalist was used. He felt
thet the Foreign Affairs Committee might be presented with a demand
from the Opposition members that a clear undertaking not to use
Royalist without parliament being recalled to consider the matter _
should be given. '-. ' ' °̂-'

U. I pointed out -that Sir Anthony Eden's messuage of 31st October
left the choice as to tha use of Royalist to New Zealand. It
became clear to me that Mr. Holland did not want to be put in the

/position
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position of saying "Nô ". -He suggested to me that it would "be of the
utmost help to him if the-United- Kingdom would send him a telegram
on the lines that they had reassessed the situation and found that
they could do without Royalist which could continue on.:her .voyage.
If he got this and if United Nations accepted the United Kingdom
proposal for a United Nations police force his personal view,
without commitment and subject to Cabinet: agreement, was that New
Zealand would offer to make Royalist available as a contrfbution(?to)
U.nite4 Nations force. This would encourage others and get Hew
Zealand out of predicament of going to-'war without consulting
United Nations. I ,said I would'report this Tout could not predict
United Kingdom, views. I. think lir. Holland is genuinely up against
it politically.over Rpyalist. , '.

Copy to:-

D.I

SUEZ CAK'JL DISTRIBUTION
P.S. to Prime Minister (2)
P.Sc to First Lord

.ALLOTTED TO PRINCIPAL ST^FF OFFICER'S DEFT.
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FROM TEL AVFf TO FORSIttH OFFICE

FOEIIGN OFFICE A]
En olair

Sir J. Nieaolls

No. 698
November 5t 1956*

\TOTEHA1L

D. 1,45 P.KU November 5» 1956.

R. 2. kO p.m. Ntvember 5, 1956*

a«cd t» For
i»f»rraftti

c 698 of JJpyem'ber
or information t» BOHEF and Beirut.

to this morning's Press the territory occupied
by Israel forces in their recent advances has been declared a
closed area and all movement into or from it is now subject to
permission by the Negev military commander. A permit office has
been opened in Beersheba. Unauthorized persons entering the
area, or any persons -not using the regular roads are said t® be
liable to be fired on.

2. The reason given for these strict orders is that Egyptian
soldiers are still roaming along the borders of the Gaza Strip.

» K.

NOV
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FRdl TITOS YO FOREIGN OFFICE

OFFIGB A8P VfHX

Mr. Maleol®
H®. 161
November 3, 1956

B1SMBIJTIQN

D:12.10 p.m. lovember 3, 1956
R:t2A5 p.m. loveaber 3, 1956

Last night Tunisian (foiwmnent issued ©otaatmiqurf anno"un@ing
solidarity ^?ith Sgypt in present conflict, and eonteianing British
and French GoTernments for flagrant violation of United Nations
Charter. Real Anglo-French aim is alleged to be settlement of
Canal dispute by force.

2, Priiae Minister also broadcast in same sense,

3. Texts follow by airmail.

wwww
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JfSXM AlfUAlF TO ffOMGION

In Clair

Sir C. Duke

167
6, 1956.

D. p.m.

R. 5.UO p.m. Kevcmber 6, 1956.

Addresse
Rep« ated

d
l

te Foreign. Off ice telegram ge. 167$ of, Kevembep 6.
Beirut
P.O.M.S.P.

" • ' ' ,. -A-
Jordan Press headlines give prominence to Bulganin's

warning to us and Russia*s help far Egypt. Position on Csnal
IB described afi "annihilation of Imperialistic farces at Port
Said." Dif aa'editorial states l$hat the ia«d Jfest has lost the
Middle S§st on account of Palestine and th.e aggression on
Egypt. "Palastin describes Britain and Stance as the Arabs*
werst enemy and Israel as our underling. Arabs hare the right
te hate Britain and France and annihilate their Imperialism.
Jihad welcemes Russian warning. Briefly, 911 papers praise
Russia and Egypt and welcome ©ur downfall,

2, A.N.A. messages sre published which stete:*

(a) Muftl ef Jordan calls en Arabs enfl
Muslims t© declare a Holy war and conderais
Angle-French Israeli aggression.

(b) According to the Press the Jcrden
Gererament has requested the President
©f the UNESCO Conference at Karachi to
expel Britain, Prance and Israel from the
Conference and to sever cultural relations
with them.

Jii

K.W.K.
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Minutes.
I
The Jordan House of Representatives

have thought fit to send protests ahout
"British Aggression" to the House of
Commons and to the Iraqi House of
Representatives, and to send a message of

\ I thanks to the Soviet Union (Amman telegrams
1 1686£narT705). Given the composition
.of-̂ hat "body this is only to he expected.
But the Jordan Government have now gone
further and sent a request to UNESCO to
expel the U.K. and France (see Amman tel.
No. 1676 and Delhi telegram 1504). This
is going rather far and we should not
let it pass without protest.

I suhmit a draft telegram.

Z
UJ

5
ui
CO

O

O
Z
X

O
Z

(P. C. H. Holmer)
November IS, 1956

D.P.W. 51-7837
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C O N F I D E IT T I A L

Inward Telegram to Commonwealth Relations Office

FROM; U.K. HIGH COMMISSIONER IN INDIA

D: Delhi 19.1U hours 9th November 1956
R : I 5 c 0 ? hours 9th November 1956

CYPHER

No. 150U CONFIDENTIAL

For Murray Foreign Office from Haigh.

U.N.E. S.G.O. GENERAL CONFERENCE

Jordan Government have telegraphed asking
U.N.E.S.C.O. to expel United Kingdom and Prance,
This will be taken on November 12th by General
Committee where our friends will try to kill it,

Please pass to Ministry of Education and
Colonial Office.

Copy to:-
Doll

CoRoO.

Foreign Office

Colonial Office

K/Education

Mr. Price-Jones

Mr. Errock (2)
Mr. J.D. Murray

Mr. Me Mullen

P0S0 to Minister
Mr. Nevinson (2)

ALLOTTED TO WESTERN AND UNITED NATIONS DEFT.

'*.

A,
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AMMAII TO OFFICE
I/

En

Sir c.

Ho. 159.8
October 31» 1956,

FOREAGK GFPICg DISTRIBUTION

D. 111*2 p.m. November 2, 1956.
I. 1.10 a.m.- Koveioteer 3§ 193&-

Addressee .to Foreign Off ice .tele;grair:...Mo.. 1598 of; Get oteer i 32
Kepeated for infonssation to* Beirut

Bagdad . „ , , . . (r
Cairo ,: x / ?
Damascus ".f^l/^9//1l^
FOMEF ^ - - \ / '
Tel Aviv

Following are examples of headlines in Jordan Press of

October 31 •

Britain and France warn iSgypt at 6.30 a.e. today that their

forces will occupy toe Suea Oan&l. Alsdul Kasser rejects the

Anglo-French warning* &ing Hussein telegrapns A'&dul Haaser, we

are ready to fulfil our holy duty. The U.S. condemns the Anglo-

French warning fend Eussia warns Britain and France against the uae

of force. Israel reassures Britain that she will not attack Jordan.

2. following editorial appeared in Al Jihad. Western imperial is tat

have disclosed their evil intentions and proved tnat they have

established Israel with oto^ect of using her to undermining safety

of Artfbs. Having failed to pertuade Egypt to submit to its wishes

in regard to the Sues Canal* the nest prompted Israel to attack

Egypt and to choose Sues uaaal as object of her attack. when

United Rations Security Council n^et to discuss th* eit.uation»

Britain and France announced tnat tiiey do not regard Israel as

a&jgressor and that they intend to occupy the Suez Canal. It is

apparent that the object of this is to save Israeli forces and to

reoccupy the Canal. The fc&ttle of the Ganal ia the testttle of the

Arabs against Western imperialism. Difficulties have prompted the

•£rabs to unite against. Western conspiracies. King Hussein is to "be
thanked for his efforts to achieve Arab unity.

H1L
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FROM AMMAN TO FOREIGN OFFICE

n * FOREIGN OFFICE AND
' " „* ̂  WHITEHALL DISTRIBUTIONSir C. Duke _ _ ^ _
No. 1650 \ '••. ̂ ) D. 12,12 a.m. November 4, 1956.
November 3, 1956 „, /̂̂ l/ ,j R- 2.36 p.ra, November 4, 1956.

Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No, 1650 qf November ?.
Repeated for information to: Bagdad Beirut

POMEF
The Jordan Press published the following texts of King Hussein's

messages to Nasser.
Begins:
The whole world has condemened the evil and imperialistic Powers

for committing acts of treacherous aggression on Arabs in "beloved
Egypt.

The voice of justice has defeated the false allegation of the
aggressors who, in conduction with their foster child, Israel, hare
recorded with the blood of the innocent the "blackest page in the
history of their condensed actions. They have denied the principles
of right and justice aad Ignored the will of God, and our peoples desii
to realize their freedom and preserve their dignity at any cost.
Egypt's struggle for nationalism supported by the Arabs.-.will guarantee
victory, glofy and prosperity to our nation.

Ends.
To Eisenhower
Begins:
"The peace loving world has applauded the United States for

supporting the principles of right and justice. This great action on
the part of the United States to save the world from destruction, and
to realize the prosperity of the universe, will he recorded in the
history of mankind and will be appreciated by the peace loving nations
which have confidence in the United Nations. We are looking forward
to the execution of the United Nations decision to stop immediately
the aggressive acts of the offenders so that peace may be maintained ii
the Middle East and in the rest of the world. I take this opportunity
to express to Your Excellency my best compliments, praying Almighty Go<
that the world may prevent a destructive war".
2. Typical Press headings are, King Hussein sends messages to
Nasser and Eisenhower. Syria severs relations with Britain and Franc
Demonstrations in London and Paris shout down with Eden [sic] and call
for cessation of Anglo»French aggression on Egypt. Rumours of the
resignation of Nutting. Sixty five states condemn aggression.
Palestine editorial states the world has condemned the Tel Aviv London
Paris axis and called upon Britain and France to stop their aggressior
„„•> ."j ivv»j~.v> Ti~vif,ny~| ~i'tft » 'r.nfl"i"';'.î  -j j - i /
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and upon Israel to withdraw beyond the armistice line. Enquires If
the civilised world will take action against Britain and France, The
United States is able to and it is the duty of Russia and the other
States who supported the resolution. The Arab States can take
effective actioi "but it all depends on the attitude of Iraq,

O.M.H.
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FROM BAGDAD TO FOREIGN OFFICE

En Clair

Sir M. Wright

No. 1295

November 4, 1956

FOREIGN OFFICE DISTRIBUTION

'/"" B. 1.45 p.m. November 6, 1956

Ony 72/R> 2.13 p.m. November 6, 1956

Addressed to Foreign Office.telegram No. 1295 of
November ii.
Repeated for information to: Beirut (FOR R.I.O. )•

Bagdad Press comment, November 3.

Prominence is given to the entry of Iraqi troops into

Jordan and other measures "in support of Egypt in her

struggle against the agressors." Accusations of collusion

between Britain, France and Israel continue.

K. JU» r •
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FROM KHARTOUM TO FOREIGN OFFICE

FOREIGN OFFICE
WHITEHALL DISTRIBUTION

Sir E. Chapman Andrews.

No. 860
November 3, 1956.

D. 2,21 a.m. November 1
R. 2,59 a.m. November 371956.,

jjfr % f

My telegram No. 840: Khartoum Press Comment.

Yesterday and Today's editorials continue to attack Anglo-French
Intervention in Egypt, describing it as an unjustified breach of
international law.

El Nil (Umma) claims that Sir A. Eden's motives for attacking
Egypt are personal, since Abdul Nasser has defeated him in the
diplomatic and political fields,

Rai el Mm (Independent) considers that Egypt is the Sudan's
front line of defence,

El Ayam (Independent) says that relations with Britain and
Fraaee should be broken off.

Aada al Sudan (Khatmia, pro-Egyptian) demands that all
Sudanese resources thould be put at the disposal of Egypt, who is
not only defending herself but the whole Arab world,

Saraha (Communist) demands the boycott of British and French
goods.

2. Reports of anti-British demonstrations all over the Sudan,
of volunteers to fight with Egypt, of demands from different
organizations for severance of relations with Britain and France fill
the newspapers.

3. Telegrams of protest continue to come in,

El.



cms
' PUBLIC.. _

To 3^1/1117*? 7 "• I III.

., j:s^ssr ̂ ss •? <T™ -̂
Conditions of supply of P l̂te FtoS leaTT '"th6 6nCl°Sed TermS and

En Glair

FROM PARIS TO FOREIGN OFFICE

FOREIGN OFFICE AND
WHITEHALL DISTRIBUTION

D. 2A3 p.m. November 7, 1956
R. 3.55 p.m. November 7, 1956

PFFP

Sir G. Jebb

No. 105
November 7, 1956

PRIORITY

Addressed t@ Foreign Office telegram No. U)5 of November 7.
Repeated fur information Saving t® Washington Mo-scow

Amman Bagdad

French Press reacti®ns te cease fire. There is undeniable
relief, since there was general anxiety yesterday, as evidenced
"by the leading article ©f "Le M«ide". This paper said that
the Soviet Note had made it quite olear that it was impassible
t© settle the Egyptian question without the interventi©n of other
"big Powers as had, at one time, "been hoped. It added that unless
the Uaited Nations took over the responsibility for keeping the
peace in this area by setting up an international police force,
there was every danger that the conflict would spread.

2. But at the same time nobody is very enthusiastic ®r
suggests that Britain and France have won a clear cut victory.
Stme papers think that the essential objectives, which they
define as th©se in the original ultimatum, have been achieved but
others point eut that Nasser is still there and that the Soviet
position has been greatly strengthened in the Middle East and
will henceforth be a factor which it will be impossible t© move.
Most papers are rather discreet as t® what will now be required
of Israel though "Les Echos" suggests evident disagreement with
the British Government on this point.

3. Nobody makes any forecast as t® what the next m@ve ®f the
limited Nations is likely to be. But after the vigourous, and here
mich approved, rejection:; by the United States of the Soviet
proposal for joint military intervention, there is a feeling that
Western solidarity is in better shape and that the supptrt of the
United States may perhaps be forthcoming in the next stage of
the crisis.

i.. There is mounting public indignation at the Soviet
action in Hungary and at the attitude of the French Communists.
Pro Hungarian demonstrations have taken place in t he Assembly, in
the trades unions and indeed in almost every section of the
commnity. The events in Hungary, taken together with those in
Suez, seem t® be creating the feeling that the detente is over
and that we are mow back in the cold war and perhaps not far from
a hot one.
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CONFIDENTIAL

FRG1 TEHRAN TO FOREIGN OFFICE

Cypher/OTP

Sir R. Stevens
Mo.908
November 7, 1956

FOREIGN OFFICE AND "iHITMALL
DISTRIBUTION

D. 5.32 p,a. Nov«nber 7, 1956
R. 5.40 p.n, November,?,

'

CONFIDENTIAL

Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.908 of November 7.
Repeated for information to Bagdad

Ankara
Beirut
IKDEL New York
Washington

And Saving to Paris

Your telegraa No. 1136: Israel/Egypt.

I have spoken to Dr. Ardalan as instructed* He fully
took the point and said that he would send instructions to his
delegation in New York immediately. I also suggested that he
should Mention the danger which we foresaw to the representatives
of the other Bagdad Pact Powers assernbled here.

Foreign Office pass Bagdad, Ankara, Beirut, UKDEL New York
(emergency) and Washington as my telegrams Nos.265, 118, 1̂.6,
9 and 51 respectively and Saving Paris as ay telegram No.18.

[Repeated to Bagdad, Ankara, Beirut,
UKDSL New York, Washington, and
Saving to Paris.]

ADVANCE COPIES

Private Secretary
Sir I. Kirkpatrick
Mr. Dean
Mr. Ross
Mr. Pink
Head of Levant Department
Heai of African Department
Head of United Nations Departsient
Head of lews Department
Mr. Ashe, P.U.S. Department

111
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PRCM TEL AVIV TO FOREIGN

In Clair

Sir J. Nich®lls

7, 1956

PRIORITY

FOREIGI OFFICE AND WHITEHALL
DISTRIBUTION

D, 5.05 p.i. N«v«Hiber 7» 1956
R. 6.25 P.M. November 7, 1956

\l

Aidressei t® Foreign Office telegram N0.721 ®f H®veg>ber 7
Repeated f©r inf@rsati©n t® Beirut

, ̂  P.O.M.E.F.
.., ' '' *'*' • • . . ! . . , - .,-„ ,-̂ F;-.' . •

j Ajaean
Bagdad

Ankara
Washington
UKDBL New Y®rk
Paris

Foll©wing are extracts fr®a speech by the Israel Prime
Minister in Knesset t@iay,

(A) The Armistice Agreement with Bgypt is iead ani buried,
ani cann©t be rest©red t© life. It expired after the Egyptian
dictator hafi for years been attacking it, violating its principles
ani its purp©ses, and iefying the iecisi©n ®f the Security Council
an* the Charter ©f the United Nations: by his repeated deelarati®ns
that a state ©f war exists between Israel and Egypt, Nasser
iist@rtei the nature ant the purpose ©f the Armistice Agreeaent,
whose ©bject was defined in its first paragraph as the restora-
tion ®f permanent peace.

(B) In consequence, the Armistice lines between Israel and
Sgypt have n® ro©re validity.

(C) There is n© dispute whatsoever between the people ®f
Israel and the Egyptian people.

(B) We i© n®t wish ®ur relati@ns with Egypt t© c©ntinue in
their present anarchic state, ani we are ready t® enter int®
negotiations f®r a stable peace, c0®perati®n and g©@d neighbourly
relations with Igypt, ©n condition that they are direct negotia-
ti©ns without prior c©niiti©ns ©n either side and n®t under
duress fron any quarter whatsoever.

(E) fe Hope that all the peace loving nations will support
®ur iesir® for such negotiations with each one ©f the ©ther Arab
States: but even if they are n©t prepared for per»anent peace,
s© long as they ©bserve the Armistice Agreements, Israel f@r her
part will d© s® t®®,

(F) On a© account will Israel agree t® the stationing ©f a
foreign f®rce, a© nater hew called, in her territory ©r in any ©f

/the
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the areas occupied by her.

she is attackci by then.

2. SuuEjary of the speech follows.

Foreign Office pass Washington ani UKDEL New York
telegraas 127 and 121.

[Repeated to Washington and UKDEL lew York]

or

&s

111
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FROM BAGDAD TO FOBEIQH

En Glair

Sir M.
Ho, .131.;
November

FPIGE AMP

' B. 7.30 sum. NGven&er 7f 1956
1956 R. 8.43 cua» Blovember 7, 1956

to. Foreign Office .telegram Ho, 1517 of

for information Beirat (for R.I.O«).

Bagdad Press cement Norember 6*
ft\forld opinion is now eonvinced that tbe

aggression against Egypt was a^plot" says Biladt3

which calls for revenge and the replacement of the
British Prime Minister, However, though the conscience
of tbs world is stirred "the Arabs have t&Ken no
practical steps to rescsua Egypt" (Yaqdha) and the
"United Nations still remains passive ". ''Httrriyah"
"Mow is the time for the IragJ Anasr to restore Arab
dignity and eliminate Israel" ttrges Hawadith".

.'/cw
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FROM PEKIMO 20 THE FOKEICJH OFFICE

Cypher/QTP Qmim .AHD. WHITEHALL

O'Weill

. 66k

PBZORCCY

CONFIDEI^T|AL

AddjMSSS*

^ 1956.
D. 9.07 a.m. November 79 1956.
f :
H* 3-S5

Offloe- — no. f
repeated for

Tel
Washington
U.A. Delegation Hew York.

My telegram no* 650. Kgypt. \J

People's Daily today reports very prominently Soviet
to Security Council to use U.S. and Soviet forces in Egypt'and also
Bulganin's warnings to Britain, Franoe and Israel to stop military
aotien against Egypt. Item is headlined "Soviet Union is resolved
to use military force to restore peace in the Middle Bast.1*

2. Accompanying editorial repeats usual accusations that Britain
and France are guilty »f aggressive activity* It attaolra U.S. for
pursuing selfish interests and not supporting Soviet proposal. It
says Soviet Onion is acting as "a mighty force for peace and right"
and describes Soviet threats as "timely and powerful". it assures
the Egyptian people that despite temporary setbacks they will finally
be victorious.

3* Editorial dsea net say that China or Chinese people support
Soviet proposal or threats and does net oofcmit China to associate
in any way with any .Soviet action in the Middle East.

Foreign Office Please pass saving to Moscow, Paris, Tel viv,
Washington and O.K. Delegation Hew York as my telegrams nes. 52, 30.
6, 200 and 35-

/"Repeated saving to Moscow, Paris, Tel viv, '.aahlngton
and U.£. Delegatiea New Yerk.J?

,./t ^J
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V

PROM TEL AVIS' TO FOREIGN OFFICE

En Glair

Sir J. Nichollfl

FOREIGN OFFICE AND
WHITEHALL DISTRIBUTION

. 2.85 p.m. November 6, 1956

R. 5.24 p.m. November 6, 1956

No.714
November 6, 1956

PRIORITY

,/PreaBible

The Press today gave pr®minence t© yesterday's utatement by
the Foreign Office sp@kesmsn on the withdrawal of Israel fsrees and
expressed considerable dissatisfaction and indignation.

2. Davar's political correspondent saw the statement as part ©f
a general political offensive against the presence of Israel troops
in the Sinai Peninsula, "but pointed ®ut that its immediate
motivation may have been to justify the landing in the Canal zone;
t© serve f®r home consumption in the United Kingdom, and to win
the hearts of the AraTas. Israel however was firm in its stand
that the stabilization *f her "borders was a question which could
only "be solved "by negotiations with Sgypt. Israel forees hold the
Sinai Peninsula aad this fact could not be ignored. Tho spokesuaa's
statement therefore uadonaiaod the dreams of peace. But it was not
in, itself surprising sinco the "broadcasts of the Voiee of Britain
showed that the U.K. was taking the line that Britain was a friend
of Egypt and would back it as sooa as Nasser was replaced "by
another ruler.

3. Al Hamishmar's eorrespondent discussed tire probable French
attitude and thought that France would aot oppose a British attempt
t© persuade Israel t© withdraw of its own free will, Tsut would not
be a partner in the use of pressure to achieve this.

4. The Ma'areta odltorial th®ught that Britain's attitudo was
incomprehensible and uajfiatifiod. Its correspondent (gp. corrupt) observers
afc expecting that Israel would withstand all threats and night
appeal to Fraaee tt clarify tho attitude of the allies. Tho
firitish statement would not win Arabs sympathies but would certainly
mar relations with Israel.

Foreign Office pa»s priority Washington and U.K. Del. New
York and Saving to Paris as my telegrams N©s. 125, 119 and 146

/Repeated to Washingtoa, U.K. Del. New York aad saving to

BK
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COHFIDBKTIAL

FROM ESHRAN TO FOREIGN OFFICE

FOKSIGIT OFFICE AKB WHITEHALL

Sir, I. Stevens
No».. 907
November 7, 1956

B;6.10 p.m. November 7, 1956
1:6.57 p.m. November 7, 1956

COMFIWTIAt,

Addressed t@ Foreign Office telê r&g No. 907 of November

Repeated for Information to Ankara, Bagdad, Karachi, /unman, Bierut,
Jedda ant

Egypt/Israel,

Nuri tol* me this evening that he is very worried about the
effects of Soviet .propaganda3ot the Arab States. Since the President
©f Syria returned fro® Moscow the impression has rapidly spread that
the Russians intent to intervene and this has caused much rejoicing,
particularly in Jordan. He hopes that every effort will be nade by
our publicity services to indioate that Soviet threats are empty
and that if they, were fulfilled it \vould lead to a third world war.

2. I told Nuri that I thought the situation had changed as a
result of the cease fire in Sgypt, to which he replied that it was
equally important to stress that it was not Soviet threats to
intervene whioh had brought this about.

3. Nuri also asked me about the Saudi severance of diplomatic
relations with the U.K. if, as he supposed, they go into reverse
as a result of the ees.se fire in Egypt, he hopes we shall give this
the maximum publicity,

4. He tells me that he has been invited to a meeting of Arab
leaders in Beirut on November 11 and understands that King Baud will
attend.

Foreign Office pass Immediate to Ankara, Bagdad, Karachi,
.Annan, Beirut, Jeicla and Tripoli as my telegrams Hos. 117, 264.,
115, 32, 14-6, 22 and 13 respectively,

[Repeated t© Ankara, Bagdad, Amman, Beirut, Jeida, Tripoli.
Copy passed to C.rt.O. for repetition to Karachi]

COPIES
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CONFIDENTIAL

FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO BAGDAD

Cypher/or?

No. 25^8
November 8, 1 956

.IMMEDIATE
CONFIDENTIAL

DEPARTMENTAL
DISTRIBUTION

D. 3.32 p.m. November 8, 1956

Addressed to Bagdad telegram Ho, 254-8 of November 8.
Repeated for information to Tehran (Immediate)

Jedda Karachi

Tehran telegram No. 907 [of November 7: Egypt/Israel]
paragraphs 3 and 4..

Saudis have not cancelled severance of diplomatic
relations though they may regret their action now that
there is a cease-fire and might welcome a friendly intervention
by a third party. Unless you see strong objection, please
ask Nuri if he would be willing to do this, preferably at
once through the Iraqi Ambassador in Saudi Arabia, or in
any cs.se with King Saud if he attends meeting on November 11.

DISTRIBUTED TO;
Levant Department
Eastern Department
African Department
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i

1 2

Ret

cms PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE ins 1 1
'

* To 3?t/1im2 U5$<\

2

Please note that this copy is supplied subject to the Public Record Office's terms and conditions and that your
use of it may be subject to copyright restrictions. Further information is given in the enclosed Terms and

Conditions of supply of Public Records' leaflet

Cypher/OTP

Sir M, Wright

No. 1349
November 9, 1956

FROM BAGDAD TO flORETON OFFICE

DISTRIBUTION

D. 7.39 p.m. November 9, 1956
R. 7.58 p.m. November 9, 1956

V

Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No. 1̂ 9 of

November 9.
Repeated for information to Tehran Jedda

Karachi
/ / "* 0

Your t elegram No. 2548. V ̂' ° *7 ' P '"*

I have been unable to see Nuri today and atmosphere
for the moment is not such as to enable me to make an
approach to him on the lines you suggest. Politieal and
general situation is very tense.

2. I mil telegraph further when I can.

Foreign Office pass Tehran, Jedda, Karachi as my
telegrams Nos. 201, 67 and. 77 respectively.

[Repeated to Tehran, Jedda and copy sent to Telegraph

Section C.R.O. for repetition to Karachi]

ff

DISTRIBUTE]) TO;
Levant Department
Eastern Department
African Department

COPIES

Private Secretary
Sir I. Kirlcpatrick
Mr. Ross
Head of Levant Department
Resident Clerk
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Minutes.

Teheran Telegram No.907

I agree with Mr. Hadow1s
assessment of what our counter-proposals
tolhe Nasser myth should "be.

2. News Department will certainly
speak on these lines to diplomatic
correspondents, "but it is difficult
to see how they can use it except in,
say, an article on propaganda as such.
We will try to get one of them to
produce this.

3. If I.P.D. agree, I should
think London Press Service might also
carry a feature article on these lines.

(C.P. Hope)
November 12, 1956.

Mr . R.M. Haaow/^ /J Aftr
Levant Department. V^"XA'/ /( \v«i

Distribution to; Mr. G.C.B. Stewart(I.P.D)
Mr.J.O. Rennie (I.R.D.)

JC&S 669
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OUTWARD TELEGRAM
PROM PARIS TO FOREIGN OFFICE

En Glair
by Bag

Sir G. Jebb

No,. Ij.0 .̂ Saying

November 7> "1956

UNCLASSIFIED

Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No
Repeated for inforraation Saving to:

Washington No. 396. UKDEL Hew York No. U5.

Egypt.

.iit the end 01' a meeting of the Council of Ministers during the

night, the Secretary of State for Information made the following

statement:

"We consider that the objectives we have given ourselves have

"been attained, to wit -

(i) to separate the Egyptian and Israeli combatants; it seems,
according to the latest news that fighting has in fact
ceased.

(ii) to remove from Egypt the unilateral control of the Canal.
There also the objective has been attained and we will
remain on the Canal until we are replaced by the International
Forces decided on by the United Nations. We remain faithful
to the principle of international management of the Canal
and we shall put everything in hand to re-establish traffic.

Of course, the essential condition of the cessation of

operations is that of the cease-fire between Egypt ana the State of

Israel, It is quite evident that if this condition were not

fulfilled we should have to continue our action. Our troops

will stop fighting unless they are themselves attacked."
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Cypher/OTP

SECRET

gROM TEHRAN TO FOREIGN CFFIgE

FOREIGN OFFICE SECRET AID TOITEHALL SECRET
DISTOIBOTIOI

D» 10.26 a«iu November 8, 1956
R, 10.50 a,m, November 8, 1956

Sir R. Stevens
Np» 9.16
November 8t 1956

EMERGENCY
SECRET

Addressed to Foreign Office telegram Ho, 916 of November 8,
Repeated for information to Ankara,Karachi and Bagdad*

Your telegram No» 1154: Four Power Communique*

This has now been agreed and it is expected that it will be
published here this afternoon, Text will be virtually as given

-£n my telegram No. 885, with slight amendments to meet our
^susceptibilities: e.ga omission of "unwarranted" in paragraph
1 (b) and change of "deplored" to "regretted11 IB-paragraph 3 (ii).
Reference to restoration of Egyptian sovereignty etc, in
paragraph 3 (ii) stays in: to this I agreed, in light of your
telegram No* 1135.* Reference to 1947 resolution in paragraph
3 (iii) also stays in: this I have met by amending our reply
as instructed in your telegram No* 1154*

2. I have accordingly now agreed that our communique (with
which they express themselves satisfied) should be published
tiD hours after theirs: this to avoid undue appearance of
collusion*

3* I will telegraph 4-Power communique as soon as I receive
final text together with time of release here. I shall assume
that you will be able to arrange release of our statement in
London two hours later in absence of advice to the contrary*
I will take similar action at equivalent time here,

4, At our suggestion reference to a ;joiBt 4-Power ..Note

'*../!»
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SECRET \ , ', v ',.' /.. : >
x

Tehran telegram Ho. 916 to Foreign Office

- 2 - ,\
~-J

ia last paragraph of draft communique (my telegram **. 885)
has been oat out* There will in fact be a Note, but it will
not be published, 1* was shown to Counsellor this morning in
draft and appeared relatively harmless* Counsellor said that
in any case we cannot answer it here without reference to you.

Foreign Office please pass Immediate to Ankara, Karachi
and Bagdad as my telegrams Nos. 122, 120 and 268 respectively,

/Repeated to Ankara and Bagdad.

Copies sent to Telegraph Section,.Commonwealth Relations
Office for repetition to Karachî ,/

AM1HGE COPIES

Priyate Secretary
Sir I* Kirkpatriek
Mr, Dean
Mr, Ross
Mr. Pink
Head Levant Department
Head News Department
Head Eastern Department
Mr* Ash® (P.U.S.D.)
Head African Department
Head U«N. Department
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CONFIDENTIAL

FROM COPENHAGEN TO FQIEIGrN OFFICE

Cypher/OT?

Sir ft. Barclay

N0«
November 7, 1956.

IMMEDIATE

FOREIGN OFFICE AND
WHITEHALL DISTRIBUTION

D. 6.10 p. m. November 7, 1956.
R* 4»U p.m. Novemfeer 7, 1956.

QNFIDENTIAL

Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No... 351 of November Z»
Repeated for information t© Oslo

Stockholm
Helsinki.

I called ©n the Prime Minister this afterno@n to see whether he
hai any csnuaents ©n the latest developments, Mr. Hansen said thai-
news of the cease fire had caused tremendous relief here. There had
feeen a goad deal of tension caused fey violent language feeing used fey
the Russians and though their communications might well have feeen
intended t© divert attention from Hungary and t© incite Egyptian and
other Arafe people, the t®ne ®f Bulganin's letter had certainly been
most disagreeable. He thought Sir A. Eden's reply was admirable. He
could only hope that there would fee no further setbacks in the
Middle East and that the United Nations contingent would fee quickly on
the sp§t and that it would achieve its ofejective. The Danish
Government had promised one company ©f infantry but they might
contribute a second if it was found that there was need for more than
a token contingent. Mr. Hansen commented with satisfaction on the
unanimous approval which Parliament had given to the Government's
proposal which even the Communists had n©t 0pp®sed.

2. Mr. Hansen said that anti-Russian feeling in the country was now
intense and contrary to what had previously been announced he will not
now attend the Russian Embassy party this evening.

3. Mr. Hansen said he was most anxious t© see Western unity
restored. He was h©ping that the Norwegian, Swedish and Finnish
Prime Ministers and possibly also Mr. Lange ant the Swedish Minister
of Defence would fee in Copenhagen tomorrow t® help celebrate his own
50th birthday. Though it was primarily a [grp. unetec.] occasion they
would also have an exchange of views ©n the world situation. If you
©r the Prime Minister have any particular advice or suggestions, he
would fee very glad t© receive a message. I undertook t© pass this on

/and failing
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CONFIDENTIAL

Copenhagen telegram N@. 351 t@ F@rel^n Qffioe

- 2 -

ant failing anything else a message ©f go®t wishes to all and
"birthisy greetings to Mr. Hansen wouli, I ara sure, ¥e most
welc0me.

ADVANCE

Private Secretary
Sir I. Kirkpa trick
Mr. Reilly
Heat of Northern Department
Mr. Dean
Heat of African Department
Mr. R©ss
Heat of Levant Dep artraent
Heat ®f News Department
Heal of Frotoe©! Department
Head ©f United Nations Department
Mr. ?ink
Mr. Ashe ?.U.S.D.

sssss
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SECRET

PRCM TO FOREIGN OFFICE

Cypher/OTP FOREIGN OFFICE AND
WHITEHALL DISTRIBUTION

Sir L. Lamb
Ho.
November 7» 1956

PRIORITY ' >
SECRET !

D. 2.55 p.m. November 7, 1956
R. I. 3 p.m. November 7, 1956

Addressed to Foreign Off ice telegram Ho. 218 of November 7
Repeated for Information to Athens

Washington
0 Paris ,

.Hy telegram No. 211 (not repeated).

Swiss Government's proposal for five Power Conference.

Two or three of my colleagues have been slnoe told by
senior members of the Swiss Foreign Office that the Swiss
Government1 s concern had been intensified by the report
apparently from the Swiss Legation at Athens, which they
credited to the effect that Soviet Government had requested
the permission of Greek Government for Soviet aircraft to fly
over Greek territory* Though the report also stated the
Greek Government has refused such permission, the Swiss
Government has interpreted reported Soviet Government's
request as Indication of intention of Soviet military inter-
vention » perhaps in the form of bombing raids against Israel
via Syria.

Foreign Office pass Athens, Washington and Paris as my
telegrams Nos. 1, i and 8 respectively.

[Repeated to Athens, Washington and Paris]

DT,
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Cypher/'/!*

Mr. Wikeley

UovercTber 7» 1956

TO yOHBIQH. C

FO-VKIGW OFFICE & WHITSI'ALL
DISBT^IBI/TIGK

D. 1017 a.E... November 7* 1S56.
R. 1123 a.m. Kovesiber 7» 1356.

to Foreign Office telegram No.
_

Repeated for "information to:

And Saving to:

Tel *
P.O.M.E.P.
Bagdad
Beirut

Washington
U.K. Del. New York
Paris

I l®»rn fpon-i m member of U.N.T.B.O. that a awter of Sfi

Fedaycen from Gaa* strip r«acb«a HeT&ron tiro dmys ago »na »erc

given an enthusiastic welcome. Later they were driven sway to

an unknown destination.

Foreign office pmsa T©1 Aviv, H)K£P, Bagdad and Beirut and

Saving Washington, U .K. Lei. Hew York and Varis as n.y telegraa-s

227, 172, 41, 8U» 121 » 116

ue feted to Tel Aviv, l-vkl^, Beirut tuici .itving to
Washington, U.K. DHL. Mew York and Paris.
Not repeated to Bagdad pending Departmental instructions./

NBL
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PHGM PEKING- TO POHSIG-H OFFI01

Cypher/OTP

Mr. O'Neill

D. 5,28 a.m. Noveiriber 4, 1956

E. 2.50 p.m. November 4f 1956
evember 4, 1986

OOMPIPBHMAL

My telegram !l©.652. Anti-British Bew*nstrati®ns.

Aft 9? the mp.ss meeting huge crowds agaiu marched past the
Embassy shouting and protesting. More letters were handed in but
210 incidents occurred. T@day all is cslsi *nit 500 yards of emr
compound wall remain thickly pisfct®red with slogans,
and cartesture®.

S. I have considered Aether I should ps»®teflt t© tb« Chinese
a"b©ut these events "but fp®m the local p©int «f riew I

have concluded it w©tild "be wiser a»t t*. We yequeated protection
as soor. as the denonstratiens started and received it. The crowds
were kept under tight osntr©!. Plain-clothes Chinese Security
Poliee at the gate saw to it that a© insult was offered t* the flag
which remained f?ying over the gate throughout, and prevented any
defacement of th<* R©yal Anas. The episode of November 3 when a
crowd "burst into the compound wes partly due to our @wn tactical
error apt th-s ;jate, tthemlse icept ^p©n throughout for handing in
protests was at that n»K*iit closed. Ko deaiage was done inside the
compound. A protest would only lead to an indignant rejoinder
about the justified wrath of the Chinese people, etc.

5. if for aay other reason, you consider I sh®uld p-^otest^ you
will no detibt instruct me*

4. The problem ©f p«a»vlng slogans &tc. from the well remains.
On this there seems to me ne hurry* With our few friends here
we shall take tht lira* that we do a®t adnd these adornments in
the least. If anyone should be ashamed ©f them It la not we but
the Chinos* T® attesapt ourselves, in the near future, to clear
the wall might well cause trouble. If nething- more occurs I
Shall, is e few days, as an opening gasibit, send a Kote t» the
Chinese drawing their atton^i^a t® tUls defaeeaont of a wall in
a puMlc th©ronghfa»e and inviting their cooperation 1» restoring
it to its former state*
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Sir A. Clarice
Mo, 66 Saving

fromSome to Foreign Office

®SS®P~Israel Conflict: Italian Press Reaction,

While displaying some concern over the temporary
break -in Western solidarity, most responsible cowaen-
tators in leading independent dailies Gorriere del la
Sera and Messaggero« in the Catholic 4̂ aot|.d.iaiio
and the Republican Voce Repmbb.liema eontinme to
mippert owe intervention in Blgypt. Hie only
entirely hostile comment is in the Conmunist,Fascist
and Wenni-Socialist press* The Liberal Stampa
takee a middle-of-the road line but on the whole
supports our action. All non-extremist papers
agree in condemning Hasser's record and in refuting
the accusation that our action in Egypt is
indistinguishable from the aggression of the Soviet
Union in Hungary,
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FBOI m
Clair

Sir «T, Hiaholls
Mo.

November 7, 1956

P!

B. 8.50 p*** Jfoveifctr 7».1956
I. 10*25 p. a. Hoveaber 7, 1956.

to .Foreign Office telfflra* Ho. 72 j. of Ifoyeaber 7
Repeated for information to Amra&n, Bea/.-u^ P.O»M».1S.F.»

11.1. Del* Hew Toifc, Washington,
Paris, Ba§ia4 ani Ankara.

My telegraa lo. 721.
r,

followiig Is a suraro&ry of the Israel Prise
to tie Kuesset this rooming.

2. Mr. Bei Gurion began by saying that the reaewei COD tact
\d.th Mount Sinai, which had result^ from the historic advance
of the Israel iefeioe forces, ms the focal poiet aot only of
Israel* s consolidation, security and iHtemal tranguility but
also of her international relatioos both os the worli scese
ail in the Miiile last.

3* He then described the political events w*iich leal up
to tie attack. First there was tie flow of Communist arms
to Egypt. Ihe Governaent ]ml not reali2ei until a few days
ago how tremendous this hai been, men tiiere was the Suez
crisis. At this point he rehearse! Israel's grievances against
Egypt over the econonic boycott and over passage through the
Suez Canal artf the Gulf of Aqaba (an! said the Islani of
Tiran at the entrance of the latter, which hai been an ancient
Hebrew settleaeet, haS been "liberated"). He went on to say
that the events following the Jordanian general election had
greatly intensified Israel's iaugerf parti0ularly the
Tripartite military agreement between Igypt, Jordan ani
Syria. He then relate! ietalls of Egyptian Fe^ayeen attacks
against Israel froa all her bordering states in recent weeks.

/All
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4. All these events, he said, left no room for doubt that
the Egyptian dictator was neglecting no means by which he
might destroy Israel, which indeed he openly proclaimed to be
his purpose, Ii consequence it became the Government's duty
to take urgent and effective measures for self-defence.
Mr. Ben Gurion described the course of the mobilization and of
the Sinai campaign. The att&ck was nounted against the
Fedayeei bases. Israel's forces were given strict orders not
to cross the Suez Canal nor to attack the territory of "Egypt
proper" and to remain entirely within tie limits of the Sinai
Peninsula, The principal aims of speed of operation ani the
minimizing of casualties had been achieved. He described the
Sinai aampaign as one of the most remarkable military operations
in world history.

5. Mr, Sen Gurion went on to say that despite recent great
events, his conscience forced him to warn the country against
imagining that all the dangers had passed. He particularly
warned against the "strategems which various statesmen employ
to cover up their intentions". Israel must be on its guard,
"preserving the utmost vigilance and alertness, keyed up to
meet whatever may come."

i

6. Mr. Ben Gurion then said that there was mo people in tiie
world which was more deeply concerned than the Jews for the
principles of peace aid justice contained in the United
Nations Charter because, he said, their entire future depended
on the rule of peace and justice in the world. The United
Nations had only just begun its work concerning recent events
in Sinai and the Canal lone, and Israel had yet to determine
her attitude to some of the questions which might arise. At
the moaent, however, he said that liiere were seven questions on
which Israel must clarify her stand an$ bring her position to
the notice of iorld public opinion. (His seven points were
those contained in ay telegram No, 721 to you). He particularly
stressed the first point, that the Armistice Agreement with
Sgypt was dead; Nasser had made, it into a langerous fiction
with his repeated declaration that a state of war existed

/between
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between Egypt an* Israel antf his warlike actio»s to Batch.
Any retws to tie Araistlce Agreefflent wsast a retisra to

blockale an! feoyoott &i»ei at Israel's ultimate

7. Mr» lei Ctorion ooncluaed by spying that "It aay be
tfeat is tkt »ear future w® slmll tw® to face a itfficult
political gti-aggle asi peifeaps soaethiif @vee graver.
Isratl woall not give way to t&« futile ajrogasoe of Arab
Uilers, sor loal* she to^le herself before the powerful
forces of Hie worW, If justice was not on their sile. He
saU Israel should face the future with courage ani wisdom
and a consciousness of fie justice of her cause, without
igooring her natural ani necessary bonds with the
faaily of nations.

S. fall text follows by hag (not to all}*

Foreign Off iee pass 9JC» Del, lew Ifoife a@i lashitf to®
as iy telegmis 122 aol 128 respectively,

iRepe&tei to 0.K» Dtl. Netr Torfc as4 Washiagtoa],

X.S*



F

is supplied subject to the Public Record Office's terms and conditons and that.your
copyright restrictions. Further information is given in the enclosed Terms and

Conditions of supply of Public Records' leaflet

OFHCI

En Glair

Mr* Graham
•Be*
Hoveaber

ffiffilffif GjflGB AMD WHITEHALL

), 9»18 a,m, Hove^er 3f 1956
1956

to Office telegram %$* 404 of

Repeated for Information to P,0»H»1*F» and
Saving tii Benghazi.

Libyan Prime Minister has sent following message to
Colonel Nasser "At this decisive moment during Tfiiich
Bgypt Is mloptiisg a heroic attitude worthy of praise
towards the treaohwrons Israeli aggressioo and the criminal
Angl0»Frei30li attack, irfiloh is exposing the Arabs to the
most 'eritieal test in the teftle of dignity and freedom*
and the time when the Libyan People and Government are
standing in one line supporting sister Egypt* I send you
on behalf of the Libyan Government and people my deep
sorrow and worry at what has happened to dear Sgypt as a
result of the oppressive aggression. Victory is nearer
because imperialism, and its agents the Zionists, have
lost control of their nerves* and have not placed any
value on the htsaan principles, Hfee oppressors will soon
know how they wiH be turned over"»

Foreign Office pass PtO»M.S»F» as my telegram No. 61.

[ Repeated to P#
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TO FOMCT OFFICE
In Claijf

31r H, Caseia
2265

FQHEISI

November 7, 1936
a.au loveaber 8, 1956

R;2,5Q a. IB, November 8, 1956

FjreimQffi®e Io> 2263 .of
information

Itepeated -for/Saving t© Cairo, Tel Aflv, .U,K.lel. lew York sn4 Ptris.

telegram I®, 730* Midile Bapt: iaerican Press &nt Eaii©

aDV»aB0«ni9nt of the cease*fire ®n the Suez Canal attracted
wile attention and was receiret with considerable relief, although
fany aaie a paiat ©f ©feserriiig that the Iliiile last crisis is far
fraua ©ver. The preTailiig view is that the ©ease-fire will at least
"give us all a breathing spell" : "a first hopeful toreafc in the war
cl@uis ever the Miille last which the s©viets hai started t® run
with the sheet lightning ©f a thirl w@rli war" (lew Isrlc Tines).
liren tlie rî it-«-wiiig lew Yerk Daily News was praaptei t© say that
"this suitei eniing c€ a little war that hat tangeraus pessibilitiei
is oertaialy s«ethiag t© the United Nations ©relit". Others,
however, reflecting the view ®f a auaber of responsible
internationalist papers anfi e®waeatat©irs» th@ught that wthe cease-
fire hai the appeari$0e tf emergency action t© prevent the spread of
a p@tential catastrophic conflict M. Taking this line the Washington
P@st said that "British and French haste ia silencing the guns ani
in making way for the United Nations police f®rce reflects a belated
awareness ®f the fact that their ill-0onsid«red military operations
were pushing aankini dangertusly close to world war% A number of
raiio cofisaentators itgreed that the cenleanation of the United
Nations, the pressure ©f w©rlt opinion and Soviet threats probably
had a great deal t© a® with tMagtag about the aeas*~fire.

2, Althoû i Marshal Bulgaria's note of Neveaber 5 to
Mr. Eisenhower attracted wide and worried attention (wa grttesgue
suggestion" Philadelphia Inquirer ) , a greater concern was shown about
the veiled threats contaised in Bulganin's Sotes to Her Majesty's
Government aai the French Gtovemmefit; "it is hard t® see how an
official ©©ramunication trm one Governjaent t@ another could be aore
ifflinous in tone11, Roberts (Wastiington Post) reported that "most
American officials lo aot expect th« Soviet Union openly to send
lilitary for@e into the area t© help the Sgyptiaas% but reports

/about Soviet
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Washington telegram Mo, 2263 to Foreign Office

- 2 -

about Soviet "volunteers" continue to be given some currency ant
have aroused further fears of the possibility of a large-scale war.

3. Although the great najority of newspaper ant ratio
commentators continue t© contemn the British-French intervention in
Egypt as at the very least a Mpolicy of folly" (San Francisco
Chronicle) ani "so stinging a blow to UnitoA States leadership ant
prestige as t® be personal'1 (Downs C.B.3.), a saall b©ty ©f Press
ani raiio opinion supports nost, if not all, aspects of Her Majesty's
Government ant the French Government's policy: included are
Lawrence ant Sokolsky (Ssmlieatei Columnists) aiiA Harsch (Christian
Science Monitor) and even soae of the responsible commentators,
though highly critical, have mate it clear that they believe that
"it should be saii that, the ents the Eta OoTernment is seeking are
©n the highest level" (Smith C.B.S. from London). "Their principal
quarrel is with the methods and the possible consequences. However,
it is also being salt by ®«mentat©rs such as Smith that "there is
blame enough to be shared by the Ilnitei States as well as by Britain
ant France"*

i. There is much speeualtien that the crises in Eastern Europe,
ant especially in the Miiile Bast, contributed heavily to
Mr. Elsenhower's victory in yesterday's presidential election.

Please pass saving t® Cairo, Tel Aviv ant Paris as my telegrams
N©s. 156, 96, and 411 respectively.

[Repeat&d saving to Tel Aviv ani Paris]
[Not repeated t© Cair©]

wwww
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CONFIDENTIAL

FROM BEIRUT TO FOREIGN OFFICE

Cypker/OTP FOREIGN QFFICB AND WHITEHALL
DIS1-RIBUTIOH

Mr. Middleton

1073
Nevsaiker 8, 1956.

D./1.00 p.m. November 6, 1956.

R» 1«3U p.m. Noveither 8, 1956.

(U

IMMEDIATE
GOKFIDENTlAL

Addressed o© Foreign Office telegram No. 1075 of
November 8.
Repeated for information to: Bagdad

Pari»
Washimgtom .
U^K, Del. New York
P.O.M.E.F. !
Aamax

Your telegr&u No. 16014..

I spoke as instructed to President Ckamoun tkis morning.
He said tkat ke could not disguise fa«t that whole of
British position in Middle East had seen gravely undermined
»y recent events. To restore our good name and prestige
it was new essential that:

(a) Angle-French forces should »e withdrawn from
Egypt as soon as practicable; and,

(k) every effort skould lie name to ensure that
Israel witkdraws from territory ske has seized and,
if necessary, economic sanctions or even armed
force skould ke used to this end.

Failure to take decisive action would ke fatal to
our interest (this is almost exaetly the line taken in
Bagdad telegram No. 1327)*

2, As regards relations with Britain, Chamoum said
he was confident that he could continue to resist pressures
from kotk witkin and outside tke country and tkat it would
not come to a diplomatic rupture. Our attitude towards
Israel, kewever, would ke all important in shaping puhlie
opinion.

Foreign Office pass Routine to Bagdad, P.O.M.E.F.,
Paris, Washington and U.K. Delegation New York as my
telegrams Nos, 270, 218, 24, 58 and 17 respectively.
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Glair

Sir ft. Labouchere
Ho. 243
Hovesiber 6, 1956.

FBOl BRUSSELS TO FOBEIGI OFFICE
OFFICE AM)

MITEHAII. DISTRIBUTION

D. 9.U a.m. November 7, 1956
R. 10.52 a.m. November 7, 1956.

Alirpssei to Foreign Off ice telegram No. 2
Repeated for information saving to The Hague.

My telegram Ho. 2iO: trCrisis.
sj

Although Press eommeiat orer %e weeke®i teoie* to
concentrate OB events ia Hungary tlie leaier \vriters were
obviously ieeply coucernei "by Aiglo French attio® ii the
Miille last. The Goveraaeit1 s poiit of view ms uiionht
reflected in the Socialist party's paper "Le People" ,
tk« Political liitor, Albert Housiaux, ievotei a closely
reasonei leafier to the situation,

Ii so far as the Israelis are coBcerued he expressed the
view that although technically the aggressor they ha$
bee & goatiei heyovi eaixtrance by the Egyptians. As regards
Franco-British action, Housiaux wonlerei Aether the Conservative
leafiers hai fully realize! the very grave consequences likely
to follow on a laniing in Saez, consecpiences ishich Involved,
1fee Unite! Mations apart, the very future of S.A.T.O., the
Atlantis Alliance, the Cowaonwealth and Europe itself, he hopei
it was not too late for wisiom io prevail,

The article, was, however, critical of the United Nations,
whose weakness, it alleged, lay in the fact that, bent on
avoiding "blood shei at all costs, it had neither the power nor
the force necessary to impose Justice among the nations.
For^ it was arguei, a conflict could not he considered
settled merely when no further blows were struck. It was
also necessary to solve the problems \tiich underlay the
fighting. Good would come out of evil if Statesmen settled
down to iaprove the world institutions capable of realising

this object.
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2. Bie Christian De»crat "La Cite" deplored Auglo-Frenoh
defiance of the United Nations and asked nhat muH happen
if every nation now iecliei to act according to its ovu interest
rejecting the nost elemental rules of agree! international morality,
llie intellectual Fleadsh "De standard", never particularly
friendly to Britain, reainded its readers that the West's
conieanation of the Kassian intervention in Hungary was
seriously weakened by British imperialistic policy ii the
Mi!tie last. This was a point of view share! by the Conservative
"lewsblal" n&ioh aiie«l that even if America ssanageU to bring
about a solution, the harm ioue by the Aftglo~Frenah action irouli
still be iiaeose anl would affect for years to cose the tfoole of
tlit West, me Fleaish Deiocrat Christian rtlfls\i^ van Den Dag"
«le01ared that neither î ie British nor the French hai the right
to act as uwpixe in JSgypt since they wre saioh too closely
involved. It suggested insteal that the Unite! Nations should
seni a ailit&ry force in ^feich both Britain and France loull be
represented.

3. On the oilier han*J criticism of the United Nations was
siigularlj violent in the independant chain of newspapers
"La Keuae - JA Lanteme" ishich attadcei the Assembly as as
"InteriBatioft-, Parliament of Gliatterboxes" whose attitude
vis-a-vis the great Colonial Powers h&i always been equivocal
ani OB the ^iole hypocritical, toe Liberal "La Uouvelle Gazette"
ms egually critical of the United Nations as well as of America®
policy, She paper suggested that before sumac!lug Britain and
France before the United Nations, the United States wouli io well
to examine thsir oiro conscience ani discover whether they were
Aolly blameless in the aattar of encouraging Arab terrorisa.

I* Generally speaking critical Press comaent considerably
outweighs approval*

K.8.
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FROM PBKIN0 TO FOREIGN OFFIC1

En Clalr
Mr. O'Neill
Ho* 661
November 8, 1956

FORst$r.oi%Eci AND
DISTRIBUTION

November 8, 1956
R/10.54 a,ra. November 8, 1956

to Foreign Off leg telegram No, 667 of November 8
Repeated for Information Saving to: Moscow* Paris,

Tel Aviv, Washington
II, K. Del New York

My Immediately preceding telegram. Egypt.

People's Daily today rep®rts British ana French announcement
of cease-fire uncler headline "Britain and France forced to announce
a cease-fire by resolute opposition of whole -«®rld and by grave
Soviet threat*.
2, Accompanying editorial also stresses r61e played by heroic
Egyptian straggle and by resolute unity of Arab 'cations and their
deadly enmity for the common foe* People of Egypt and world have
forced the aggressors to agree to a cease-fire and can certainly throw
them out of Egyptian territory.

Foreign Office please pass Saving to Moscow, Paris, Tel Aviv,
Washington and tJ*K. Del New York as my telegrams Nc-s. 55, 33, 9, 203
and 38

[Repeated Saving to Moscow* Paris Tel Avlv» Washington and
U.K. Del New fork]

Offi
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GQMBIDBNTIAL~

No. 137

BRITISH EMBASSY,
Bangkok*.

November 3 , 1 956,

I haVe the honour to report that the Thai Cabinet -

at 9 p,..m.. en the 1st of November to discuss the Suez

situation, I enclose a. copy of the communique issued after

fe Discussion lasting till nearly midnight.

2* Major Rak Panyarachun. the Acting Minister for

Foreign Affa i rs , warned me of the impending Cabinet discussion

and I was able to provide him with an expose of Her M a j e s t y ' s

.Government's basic position. My Australian aid New Zealand

colleagues were also able to supply the texts of the helpful

speeches made by Mr . Menzies and M r . Holland.

3. In the event, the outcome was, I think It will be

agreed, not unsat isfactory. I am informed by the officer at

the Ministry of Foreign Af fa i r s who actually presented the

case to the Cabinet that the general feeling was frienrlly to

•Britain; that there was no disposition to judge our action

-hasllyj an,! that it was decided at this sta^e not to brand

any country as aggressor. Major Rak himself has expressed

the view privately that the Thais would be wise to suspend

jUQgtnent until the result of the Anglo-French police action

coulJ be seen; and that if our intervention were successful

in rapiily separat ing the Israelis and the Egyptians, putting

an end to fighting in the area and main ta in ing- the safety

' •• /freedomi» • " ' •
The Right Honourable *. •

Selwyn Lloyd, C.B.E. /M^P,* ,
etc. &tc. etc>'
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freedom of the Suez Canal, thSn we should have been prpved

justified. These robust views ate undoubtedly held by &

number..ĝ f the more sophisticated and educated Thais. Prince

Dhani himself, the elderly and respected President *f the Privy

Council, made a point of coming up to-me at a reception

yesterday evening and congratulating me on the action taken by

Britain-; and similar congratulations from other friendly Thais

were received by other members of my staff *

U, Thus far, therefore, the picture is satisfactory.

Unqualified and lasting Thai support for our action cannot, I

fear , "however be expected. In the first place, as the Cabinet

communique makes clear , the Thai policy will be firmly based on

the United Nations. It would be quite unrealistic to expect

the Thai Government to swim against the United Nations stream,

the more so with Prince Wan waiting at New York to step into

the Presidency »f the General Assembly. I should expect

yesterday's vote in the General Assembly to have a profound

effect on both public and official opinion here. For the

moment, while left-wing comment in the local press has, as was

to be expected, been hostile, with emphasis on allegations of

Unite* Kingdom/French collusion with Israel and accusations

that we were motivated by determination to crush Egypt and

regain the Suez Canal for our cwn use, the independent snd.righV

wing press has so far been indecisive in its comment. I fear

that the longer actual hostilities proceed, the greater will be

the force of' adverse opinion. Whatever our Thai friends' may

think In private, it toes not lie in the Thai character, anjt

could not be expected, that the country should support us in the

•teeth of gathering adverse world, and especially Asian and

/American
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American, opinion; The rapidi ty with which the police action

is brought to a successful conclusion will therefore Le

crucial,

5. I am' sending copies of this Gespatch anu its

enclosure to the Commissioner-General for the United Kingdom

in South-East Asia at Singapore, to Her M a j e s t y ' s Ambassadors

at Paris, Phnom Penh, Djakarta, Rangoon, Saigon, Vientiane and

Washington, to Her M a j e s t y ' s Permanent Representative at the

Uni ted Nat ions , New York, and to the Uni ted Kingdom'High

Commissioners at New Delhi, Karachi and Kuala Lumpur.

I have the honour to T O G ,
with the highest respect ,

Sir,
Your fc'hedient Servant,

(B.B.P . -Gage)
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V

Communique'̂ issued "by the Thai
CaMnet on_ Hoyanber lr

After due deliberation from all angles of

all sources of information, the Council of Ministers

reaffirms that the foreign policy of Kis Majesty's

Government shall remain the same as has "been

announced in the National Assembly, namely that

'Thailand will abide strictly by whatever decisions

are adopted by the United Nations' Assembly in its

efforts to preserve the peace of the world'. The

Council of Ministers further decides that it will

support a resolution to call a special meeting of

the United Nations General Assembly to consider

-the present situation in the Middle East.
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THE TEHRAN CONFERENCE OF BAGDAD PACT

I submit a follow-up telegram commenting on

< the draft communique contained in Tehran telegram No. 885*

of November 6.

2. These comments speak for themselves. But I would draw

particular attention to the comment on the passage dealing

with a Palestine settlement.

3. In our first reply (which has not yet been copied)

we asked that the .reference to the 1947 Resolutions should

be replaced "by something more general. It is on the cards

that under pressure from Iraq, our Allies will insist on

mentioning the Resolutions. In that event, since we are

asked to "accept" the communique we should "be faced

with the choice of either endorsing a position which
aV

Israel is almost certain to reject - and perhaps iffaHsh •

or dissociating ourselves from the position of our Allies

thus arousing their suspicions if not actually weakening the

ties between us. If we rule out the first alternative -

and I hope that we shall not - our best line might be

to take our stand on the Prime Minister's Guild Hall

speech of which it can at least be said that it was less

objectionable to the Arabs than to Is-rael. I have

accordingly included a reference to that position in the

draft.

(A. D. M. Ross)
November 6, 1956

Sir Ivone Kirkpatrick


