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April U, 1956

SECRET

Addressed to Ĵ man telegr.iaa Ho* 769 of April
R«peated for information to; Ttl Â lv Jerusalem

Cairo P.O.M.E.F*

Tel Aviv telegram No. 188 [of April 13:

As the Legion have already confirmed to General Burns
that the policy of the Jordan Government is to prevent
infiltration (your telegram No. 560) and as Her Majesty's
Consul General Jerusalem has drawn the attention of the
Mohaf ez to the danger of an Israeli reaction against the use of
Jordan as a staging post (Jerusalem telegram No» 135)
I m not sure that further representations would be productive.
But you may certainly speak again to the Jordan Government if
you think it useful*

f;
Levant Department
African Department
Eastern Department

7777777
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FROM TEL JLVIY TO FOREIGN OFFICE

En Cla3|r
' i

Sir J, JNictolls
Ne« 187
April/ 13, 1956,

ffOREIGI OFFICE AND
TEMLL DISTHIBUTIOH

D. 10.17 a.nu April 13, 1956.
R. 11.00 a.m. April 13, 1956.

PRIORITY

/ Addressed t© Foreign Office telegram N®. 187 ®f April 13
UKDtl New Y®rk

Beirut
Bagdad
Ankara
Paris

f®r inf©naati©n t© Cair©
Amman

A®d Saving t® Washington
Jerusalem
P.O.M.E.F.
Damascus

Gaza incidents.

Press this mtraing publishes an exchange ©f letters between
Secretary-General ©f United Nations and Israel Prime Minister
regarding observance ©f Article II ©f Israel/Egypt Armistice
Agreement. Text will presumably be available t® yeu fr©m ©ther
sources.

2. In this exchange Mr. Hammarskj©eld asked Mr. Ben Gurion fer
an unconditional undertaking t© observe this article in its entirety.
On April 9 Mr. Ben ' Guri@n gave the undertaking "it being underst®®d
that Egypt will do likewise". Mr. Haranarskjoeld replied that the
Egyptian Government had given the same undertaking subject t® a
reservation ©n the right t© self defence. He wr®te that "I under-
stand that the reservatisn daes in n® way, detract fr©m the tincondi-
ti@nal undertaking". On April 12 Mr. Beriti Guri@n replied t© Mr.
Hanuarsk3©eld driwing attention t® the incidents reported in my
telegrams N®s. 181 and 18$ and saying "I sh®uld like to understand
whether your interpretation @f the reservation made by C©l®nel
Nasser in regard t® the observance ©f Article II (2) has; been accepted
and confirmed, by him or whether this is jaerely an expression of your
attitude which, apes ndt coramit the Egyptian Governnietit. \ , ,
I;''••£'«eltf^^ide'nt 1;Eat: you^ will 4ot r6st 6onten"t with '
securing an undertaking t® implement Article II (2) but will insist
©n the c©mplia®ce by Egypt with all ©ther pr®visi®ns ©f the General
Armistice Agreement",

i ^5 F®reign Office pass UKBel New York as my telegram N®. 21 and
t® ?fa.shiagt©n» Jerusalem, P.O.M.E.F., Damascus, Beirut,

gad,,Ankara and Paris as my telegrams N®s. 3-l» 10, 22, 16,

/ 21
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21,

Tel Aviv tfleprti Ne«r 187 t@ FtreigE Office

-2-

5, 9 arid 25 respectively,

[Repeated t© UKDcl New Y®rk and Saving t© Washiagttn,
Jerusalem, P.O.I.E.F., Damascus, Beirut, Bagdad, Ankara and
Paris]

SEE
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TOM JE1&S6LBM TO

En Glair

Mr. Wiktly

I®.

fplKftK OFFICE AM)
BISTRBI3TIOH

April 13, 1956
PRIORITY

D. 1.30 p.m. April 13, 1956

1. 2. 6 p.m. April 13, 1956

Addressed t® foreign Offioe telegram HQ. 137 of April 13*
lepeated for inf ©nation to -H^tm, 0M#©'».TelHviv

«M Saving to Beirut, Damascus, Ankara, Bagdad,
Pails Y/ashingtoa, flKDBL lew York,
PXM.B.F.

I have joist spoken with the British Pilct of Arafe Ainmys
aireraft involved in an incident with lighter aircraft; yesterday
t® the east of the Bead Sea.

2. Aircraft is question t@ok @ff from Jerusalem for Cair©
at 1/10 hours local tine. Twenty-five minutes later, while
flying «l©se t© Kerak, the polot saw two fighters carrying
what he t®ofc to toe Israel markings (a blue star) approaching
him from the east (repeat east). They appeared to be of Mustang
type. They dived at him several times. He let d©wi his under-
carriage and turned north east. After a short time the fighters
disappeared and pilot tuned back on to his course and continued
in the direction of Akaba after contacting Amman Z airport
authorities. One of the passengers said the fighters had made
off flyiig l©w towards the west. Anether passenger claims t©
ha?c seen one burst of fire from the guns of one of the fighters,
but the pilot cannot confirm this.

3, Tfe« aircraft reached Cairo safely. Pilot returned to
Jerusalem this morning for interrogation by Jordan authorities
and air company officials.

1. I understand that Jordan will put in a complaint t© the
Mixed Armistice Commission,

Foreign Office please pass Saving t© Ankara, Bagdad, Paris,
Washington and IKIEL Hew York as my telegrams Hos. 2, 5f 22,
21 and 17 respectively.

[Repeated Saving t® Ankara, Bagdad, Paris, Washington
and TJKIEL Hew York]
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V

FRQ£ TSL AVIV TO FOBEIGN OFFICE

Cypher/0®

Sir J. Nicholls
Ho. 193
April 13, 1956

IMMEDIATE

7 FOHEIGI CPFIGB AMD
TOTBHAL

D: flntimed April 13,
1: 8.18 p.m. April 13, 1956

Addressed to Foreign Of fioe tele
Repeated for information to Cairo

P.O.M.E.F,
and Saving to Bagdad

Paris

Hoj
Washington
Jerusalem
Damascus

Ankara.

UKDel
Hew York

Gaza.

I asked to see the Foreign Minister today* He received me

in Tel Aviv.
2. I said he would have noticed I had not this time been
instructed to call on him to counsel restraint. That, I felt
sure, was because I had been able to report at an early stage
with conviction, my belief that Israel would show all
possible restraint. I thought myself that she had done so,
and that this view was shared in London*

3* I went on to say there were nevertheless two important
reservations I must make. Firstly I could not believe that the
Shelling of Gaza was either necessary or wise, and I much
regretted that I had been misled by an official communication
into reporting that the object of shelling was simply to
silence an Egyptian gun position. We now kne / there had been
no gun positions in Gaza itself. Secondly there were reports
today, which I thought were probably true, that Israeli
fighters had penetrated deep into Jordan ant shadowed a
civilian aircraft flying to Cairo. If this report proved
accurate the world would not share Israel* s indignation at
yesterday* s violation of her air space by Egyptian aircraft.
Mr,sSharett took note of both points and, on the first asked

to believe that there had been no intention to deceive.
^ / »/ i.
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4. Other points of interest were
(a) Mr. Sharett said he feared Fedayeen activities

were not over. There were indications that more
attacks were likely and that the intention was to
attack populace places. He was considering sending
a warniug of this to the Secretary General In
Cairo* I said that if the Israel Government
believed their Information to be reliable they would
be well advised to do so. tv^O^UM\j * " " v '• • * •'

(b) The Secretary General had replied to Mr* Ben Gurion's
message of yesterday (my telegram Ho. i87, last
paragraph) with a. telegram which asked for statement
of Israel* s attitude on a number of points.
Mr. Ben Gurion had replied (unconsciously echoing
Favrzi) that these could conveniently be dealt with
orally when the Secretary General came here on
April 17. He explained that Israel Government felt
at a disadvantage when all their communications
with the Secretary General were in writing and
liable to become public property, whereas
corresponding Egyptian comments, proposals and
counter proposals were oral and could be disavowed

at any time.
5, Mr. Sharett ended by expressing appreciation of the
release ©f Meteors and hoped that we would not stop them.

Foreign Office pass to Cairo Iraaedlate, Washington and
P.Q.M.E.F. Priority and Jerusalem as my telegrams Nos. 51,
52, 70, 40 and Bagdad, Damascus, UKDel Hew York, Paris and
Ankara as my Saving telegrams Nos. 16, 17, 17, 26 and 10
respectively.

[Repeated to Cairo, Washington, P.O.M.E.F. and Jerusalem
and Saving t® Bagdad, Damascus, UKDel Hew York, Paris and

Ankara].
ADVATO

Private Secretary
Sir I. Kirfcpatrick
Mr. Shuokburgh
Head of Levant Department
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SEQHBT

IpPARTONTAL TOTRIBOT3DH

Gypher/OTP

Mr, Duke

KG, 613
April 17, 1956.'

PRIQIlIffl
SEGRBT

Aiiressei to Tel ATJT telegram lo.t^ Qf April 1'
lepeatei f©r information to: Foreign Office

P.O.M.S.F.
Jerusalem.

p. 11.26 a.m. April 17, 1956*
R. 11.5k *•"• April 17, 1956.

1956.

Jerusalem incxaeawM
We hate seen a ©opy of the order issued ©n April 3 to the

brigade in the Jerusalem area by the Legion Chief-of-Staff,
designed to obviate incidents ii no-mai's-land in Jerusalem.

Summary as follows;-
(a) The brigade Is not to epen fire ®n people entering

no-Bias's-land, in accordance with Jordan's obligations under
the L@cal Commanders* Arrangements, exeept when people entering are:

(i) soldiers in the strength of a section or more

(ii) civilians to the number of nine or more, and beliefed

to be carrying ml military activities

(ill) ©pening fire ©n the Legion*
(b) In the latter ©ase, f5rt tdll be returned with the

same weapon as is being directed int® Jordan, otherwise ®ne
warning sh©t will be fired wider %e superrisl®n of an offioer.

(o) In other areas, a warning shot will be fired if
persons are seen entering uo-man*s-land ©r crossing the demarcation
line: if the persons d© n©t retiirn, ihoQ.t t© kill will be

ei.
2. These orders aimittelly hate bee® isstaei to pretent incleeits
in Jerusalem frott ^shich Israel esuld make propaganda capital

/through
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Amaai t«lt jran No». 613 to Ferelta Office

-2-

Uiltei Nttlras cfeaBoels, but ticy rcpreseit a valid
attempt t© ©Irriate "unseoessary shootings by the Legi@i ia the
Jerusalem

F©reisB Office pass Priority to Tel AT!? ai* reutlie
t© POMSF 289.

[Repeatei t© Tel Ayiy arai P.O.M.E.F.].

1I3TRIBUTBD TO;-
Lerant Departmett
African iepartwut
Sasten Bepartmeat

Q Q Q Q
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IEH0SALEM .

CyphfF/QfP

Mr. Wiktley

Ho. 145
April 1St 19§i

K..IOT/ DBTRBWIOI

D. 10.26 a.m. April 18, 1956
R. 10.54 a.m. April 18, 1956

to Aroma* telegram jfe.v 71 of April 18.
Rtpeatt* for Informatics to Foroiga Off lot and P.O.M.E.F

Ant Savimg to

«. 93

tfet Legl®B*s IBS traction? art, there liavt bt«a three
©ccasions recfntly when shots were fired from the Olt City Into
th« Isratl sec^r •f Jerusalem. Thtst were:

(1 ) On Mawh 27 at 1800 hifars a single sh®t fr@« the
Olt City wall wounded a man ani. a boy In the Mamllla

h®arsf a sh®t fs»a the Ola City
f®imalBg] a man IB the Street ©f

(11) OB April 5, at
wall [grp uMe
Pr@phets;

(ill) OB April 13» at 1710 hours, tw» sh®ts were fired fr@m
a position south of St. Stephen's tomb towards
St. Johll*s Hospital on the Israel side w@uni.lBg one
boy.

2. I have checked, the details with the chairman of the Mixed
Armistioe Commission who is in no doubt of the facts. I have
draws the *tt«atl©B of Mohafez to this suipiBg aBd I have begged
him t® try to emswt that It stops. I p©lBted ©ut to him that
should anyone It killed on the Israel side, the reaction Is
likely to bt fle*e«.

3. Do you think I could speak to the lew local Brigade
(Colonel Izaat Hassan)? I would certainly have done so had ho
b*«i British, but my iitenrtBtioB BOW might do more ham than good.
The shots from the City wall would hardly have been fired except
by tht Arab Legion or at least with their cannivamct.

ForeigB Of floe pass P.O.M.B.F. as my telegram
[Repeated to P.O.M.E.F.3

Department
ZZZZ Eastern Department

African Departmemt,
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Mr, Stake

April 19, 1956

D. 11.50 a.au April 19, 1956
R, 12,26 p,m. April 19, 1956

HCK

^Jliffljffffil^ ,,|[TCT,_.r,...,

Repeated for information to Foreign Offioa, |,O.M,S,F,
and f el Aviv, - • - - ^Kraillfi,

' •

/»''
f©tsr telegram lo, 71, paragraph 3,

1 think that it might "be better for G-aiamon to speak
t© Izzat Hassan, whom he tocws well, either directly or
through the %.A«C* and I am telling him to take an
early ©pportianity of toiag so after consultation with you*

Foreign Office pass P.O,M,1,F, 298 and Tel Aviv

[Repeated to P.O.HUE.F. aM Tel

o ;
Bepartaeat

Bastom Department

fft
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SECRET
X - ' ^ "~™' ' BRITISH EMBASSY,

]**->

XNM, r ^
 TEL AVIV-

?*" °blrt A^ ". 1956.•— ' H/A.«

^
. wwirAQ

I think my telegrams have kept you reasonably well
in the picture about the course of the recent flare-up between
Israel and Egypt, and I will not attempt any general as count
of the incidents. It might, however, be useful if I jotted
down one or two disconnected thoughts on the subject. / \i\ I

First of all, as I reported in my telegram No. 168 of
April 9, the general attitude here has been quite remarkably
steady, and the atmosphere much less emotional and truculent
than on earlier occasions of the same sort. This is all the
more remarkable in view of the scale of the fedayeen attacks
launched this time, because (as I have more than once reported)
it is fedayeen attacks more than any other form of aggression
to which the Israelis feel themselves (and indeed are) most
vulnerable. They know that they cannot prevent fedayeen from
getting across the frontiers and that, whatever steps the police
and array may take, the fedayeen cannot fail to bring off a
number of successful murders and acts of sabotage. On this
occasion the Israelis found it necessary to close the main
roads (including the main Tel Aviv-Jerusalem road) from dusk
until dawn; and there were frequent police checks on all main
roads during the hours of daylight. Armed police were in
evidence everywhere (even at strategic points in Tel Aviv) and
I find it extraordinary that all these measures, coupled with
the successes of the fedayeen, did not produce a more panicky
reaction. I think that two factors chiefly contributed to this
- first, the fact that a consider.able number of fedayeen were
killed or captured and, secondly, the fact that the Governmen
evidently did everything it couifl *~ *<in t.Ji*> •*•"in-the^ress" everything « coJld

As you know, the view of the Government here has always
been that fedayeen activities can only be stopped at the source -
that is, by making the Egyptians decide that the game is not
worth the candle. On this occasion, partly no doubt as a result
of Hammarskjold's presence in the area and -with the Security
Council's condemnation of the Kinneret raid in mind, they decided
not to react by an attack on Egyptian territory, but to try to
deal with the fedayeen inside the country. Had they succeeded
in rounding up the gang which broke through to the Ramleh area
and perpetrated the synagogue murders, I believe they would
have decided that fedayeen could after all be dealt with effec-
tively inside Israel and that reprisals were unnecessary and
likely to be disadvantageous. As it is, though they had con-
siderable successes, the point is not proven and I think we
must reckon on a 50-50 probability that any new outburst of
fedayeen activities will be dealt with by the "orthodox"
method of reprisals. Because of this risk, I have made a
considerable point in all my conversations of the merit Israel
had acquired this time in the outside world by her steadiness
and by the avoidance of retaliation. This is of course the
reason why I sent my telegram No. 180 of April 12.

C.A.E. Shuckburgh, Esq.,
C.B., C.M.G.,

Foreign Office,
London S.W. 1.

/One other ....
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One other snippet of information may be of interest,
Sharett told me yesterday that the exchange of messages "between
Hammarskjold and Ben Gurion, as published in the press, was
not complete; and he showed me, almost with pride,a missing
message from himself to HammaTBkjold. It was by way of a
reply to Hammarskjold's telegram of April 11 quoting the
Egyptian assurances about observing Article 11(2) of the
Armt&ice Agreement - a message which apparently reached
Sharett in Jerusalem simultaneously with the news of the
revoltingfedayeen attack on children at prayer in the synagogue
at Shafrir. Sharett1s reply was almost hysterical in tone,
full of emotive epithets and highly coloured phrases about
the worthlessness of Nasser's assurances. It contrasted most
oddly with the relatively sober tone of Ben Gurion's message
to Hammarskjjold (particularly that dated April 12) and the
difference throws an interesting light on the characters of
the two men. The fact is that, though Sharett is tempera-
mentally a moderate and Ben Gurion an activist, the latter
has more moral fibre than Sharett and reacts much better and
more sensibly in a real emergency.

I am sending copies of this letter to Roger Makins,
Bob Dixon and Humphrey Trevelyan.
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BRITISH EMBASSY, \f

(1072/201/56} X CAIRO.

/
A

«««,..*«»,--.«- . / / April 16, 1956.

Please refer to your letter to the Ambassador
VR 1091/59 of April 6 concerning Colonel Nasser1 s allegation
that Israel is recruiting personnel for her armed forces
abroad and the possibility that this is a pretext for
recruiting Moslems from the Soviet Union.

2. With reference to your paragraph k> the information
which we have gathered here is the following:-

Prance. Nasser tackled M. Pineau on the matter, showing
him a newspaper cutt ing which made statements concerning
Jewish recruitments in Prance. Pineau countered with
a statement that the duty of every Frenchman was to
render his military service to Prance and that French
legislation was opposed to French citizens serving in
foreign forces, but from what the French Embassy had
told us it does not sound as though he made a very
convincing case. The French Embassy profess to believe
that apart from a few instructors going on contract
and some Jews immigrating, there is no recruitment
going on in France. On the other hand, a private
casual source tells us that the Jews have quite a
lively organisation for this purpose in France.

Italy. On reading a newspaper gloss on the communique
of the Tripartite Conference here of March 12, which
contained a reference to Italy, the Italian Embassy
tackled the Director General of Information here and
asked him on what evidence Italy had been mentioned.
Colonel Hat em said that they had no evidence and the
Italian Embassy have therefore done no more about it.
We have drawn their attention to the implications of
the matter and they have said that they will communicate
with Rome about it.

South Africa. The South African Charge d1 Affaires here
acknowledges that Zionist activity in South Africa
is particularly intense and that lively and practical
support for Zionism proceeds from the Jewish community
there. He says there is quite a lively traffic of
visitors, businessmen and immigrants between South
Africa and Israel, but he does not think that recruitment
as such is going ahead. He too has undertaken to draw
his Government's attention to the implications of the
question. He has remarked incidentally that South
Africa was also engaged on the Arab side in that there
was one South African colonel in the Arab Legion.

Canada and Australia. The Canadian Ambassador and the
Australian Minister had no information and did not
believe the question could intimately concern their
countries, though they are calling their Governments'

/attention...

S.M, Rose, Esq.., C .M.G. ,
Levant Department,

Foreign Office,
LONDON, 3.f.1.
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attention to it.

Argentina. The new Argentine Ambassador has stated to
a colleague that he has sent in a note to the
Egyptian Government denying that Argentina is
furnishing recruits. He apparently acknowledges in
conversation that the Jewish community in the
Argentine is one of the biggest in the world and
that Zionist organisations there are very active.
We will find occasion to make him also aware that
Hasser may be seeking a pretest or an excuse for
engaging Soviet Moslem citizens.

3» We will continue our researches and let you
know anything more we ascertain.

*•*•• I am sending copies of this letter to Buenos
Aires, Paris and Rome, and enclose three additional
copies which you may wish to pass to the Commonwealth
Relations Office.

(F.R.H. MURRAY)
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(1032/35/56)

CONFIDENTIAL

British Embassy,

AMMAN,

April 18, 1956.

V

™ A Manager of tit* Arab Airways called tf> see me
on April 11; to discuss the attempted interception of
one. of his Company's planes by Israel fighter aircraft
on April 12 (c.f. Jerusalem telegram No. 137 of
April

2. Pusey did not have much to add to the account of
the incident given in the telegram under reference. He
did, however, say that the pilot of the Arab Airways
aircraft was very sceptical about the passenger's claim
to have seen a burst of fire from one of the Israel
fighters since the fighter and the passenger plane were
flying on parallel courses at the .time in question.

3. Pusey had been to see the Jordanian Minister of
Communications about the incident and had suggested to
him that the Jordanian complaint to the Mixed Armistice
Commission might be reinforced by a protest to the
International Civil Aviation Organization. He had also
suggested to the Minister that the Jordan Government
should consider the advisability of allowing Egyptian-
controlled Pedayeen to be transported in unescorted
civil aircraft. An aircraft of Misrair had left Amman
on the evening the incident took place, carrying a partv
of Fedayeen dressed in civilian clothes, together with
a coffin covered with the Jordanian flag which was said
to contain the body of a member of the group but which
more probably contained all or some of the group »s
military equipment. It is possible that the aim behind
the Arab Airways incident was the interception of a
plane which the Israel authorities believed to be
carrying Fedayeen back to Egypt, with the idea of
forcing it to land in Israel.

4. I am sending copies of this letter to the Chanceries
at Tel Aviv, Cairo, POMEF and the Consulate-General at
Jerusalem. ,

( H.A. Dudgeon )

R.M. Hadow, Esq.,
Levant Department,

The Foreign Office.
LONDON. S.W. 1.
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En Glair

Sir J.
.. 217

r M

lay 2» 1956
B;4.12 p.m. May 2,

p.®. May 2t 1956

Addrossed to Foreign Of floe tolegrap No. 217 of
May 2 .

ropeatod for information 10;

Cairo Aminan

Saving to;
Damascus
Beirut

Ankara
P.O.M.S.P*
Paris
C0.K.ML. ) I«w I(»lE
Washington.

Inoidonts Iara8l-Egypt0

According to pross reports a KIM aircraft on ohartor
to Bgypt fox1 a«rl«l sor?«gr work ms lnt«ro«pt«d ov«r the
Negov yesterday and forcod to land at Lydda. Crew was said
to consist of five Kill omploy«es, all Dutch, and on« member
of th« Egyptian Air Force.

Foreign Offioa pass saving to Damascus, Beirut, Bagdad
Ankara, P.O.M.S.P., Paris, (U.K. DSL J Nor York and Washington
as iy tel«gi?aBis Hos. 25» 29f 23f 16# 29» 33f 24 and

[Repeated saving to Damascus, Beirut, Bagdad, Ankara,
P.OJIJB.F*, Paris, (I.K.BSL*)

2222
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THE

Cuttir
PHOTOGRAPHIC DUTIES

OF TC.L.M. DAKOTA
FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT

THE HAGUE, MAY 1
K.L.M. (Royal Dutch Airlines) confirmed

to-day that the aircraft which had been
forced to land by Israel fighters was a photo-
graphic Dakota belonging to the K.L.M.
Aerocarto company. The Dakota had been
engaged sine* September, 1955, in carto-
graphic- work on behalf of the Egyptian
Government, it was stated. Its duties were
connected with projects for land improve-
ment and irrigation in an area extending
from the Mediterrahean to the frontier with
the Sudan. The Sinai Peninsula was also
being mapped.
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CONFIDENTIAL

Jerusalem tftl r a . N 134 to Oice

Foreign Office please pass Immediate to Cairo and
UKDel New York and Priority to POMEF and Washington and
Saving to Paris as my telegrams Nos. 60, 20, 55, 23 and 20
respectively.

/Repeated to Cairo, UKDel New York, POMEF, Washington
and Saving to Paris^y

COPIES
Sir L Kirkpatrick
Private Secretary
Mr. Shuckburgh
Head of Levant Department
Resident Clerk

D D D
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qOMFIBMPIAL

FROM JERUSALEM TO FOREIGN OFFICE

Cypher/OT?

Mr. Wlkeley

wv. .9 D
.5L̂ I09/i 3̂

DEPARTMENTAL
DISTRIBUTICi

April 11,1956
D.1. 07 P.M. April 11,1956
H.1..51 P.M. April 11,1956

CONFIDENTIAL

Adtros.sei to Foreign Office telegrai N®. 135 ®f A®ril 11
Repeatei for inf©ruati®n t©:- Amaan Tel

Cair® .„,.;,I/n>.0.

telegraa No. 581».

A seiber ©f ly staff yesterday saw in (J©rdan) Jerusalei
a bus carrying a auaber ©f passengers in khaki uniforms and he
was tola that they were Egyptian Fedayeen. He was subsequently
t©li that they left by air yesterday fr©» Jerusalen f©r Egypt
and that ®y Egyptian c®lleague was present at the airport when
they left.

2. I have passed this information in confidence t® M®hafez
who knew a@thlng ab©ut it but has pr@«ised t© aake enquiries. I
sail, to hi® that if the inf©nation was c@nfir®ed, it w@uld be
very serious f©r J@rdan; the Israelis would s©@n [?grp. ©sitted]
®f it and coull be expected t© react strongly against the use ©f
Jordan as a staging p®st f©r Feiayeen. He agreed.

Foreign Office pass Pri@rity t® Cair« aad Routine t©
Tel Aviv and POffiF as »y telegrais N©s. 61,70 and 56.

[Repeated t® Galr®, Tel Aviv and

DISTRIBUTED TOs-
Levant Departieat
Eastern Departsent
African Departsent
News Departnent
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MOM

Cypher/OTP

Mr,

April 11f 1956

)IAT1

TO FQRBIGH QFFXCB

. 4.4$ pg* April 11 § 1f§6
p,n. April 11, 1956

t® Oice telegraa HQ. of

Repeated for iBformatioa Tel Aviv, Cair®, P*<XM.B.F.
and Jerusalem. r

Toiir telegram Io» ^6 to Tel
,

I am rtliably lifomed'that Fedayeea
telegram 581 to ymt) who wert stven in

aad had been engaged on attacks on Paltija r©a& (Tel Aviv
telegram 162 to you) were put basic ajeross Jorta. - Israel
border on the/ night of April 9,

2» JorcLanians put them back n©t (repeat not ) for tht
purpose of ©ausiag further incidents in Israel, but
because they were towillimg to offend the Igyptians
by sentencing the mem to imprisonment. At the sasse
time, how&verf the Legion has addressed a protest to
tlii Bgyptiaa$ requesting that Im future Ftdayetm should
mot be sent into Jordan*

3. I see no objection to Her Majesty's Ambassador,
Tel Aviv informing the Israelis of paragrapau 1 ®ud 2
above without qaotli^ fioaxoft* at the same time stressiiig
that aetiOE of the ^ortanlafflB ifflplies no change In their
ptlicy of p^eventisg iafiltration fro®

Foreigm-Offiee pass
Jerusalem 6i..

.E,.F» 276t 0alr«

I»evaat Bepartment
Afriemn iepartuemt
Eastern Department

to P.O.M.B.F* Cairo and lerusalea]
SLTOj .

-%• Private Secretary
v Stockb-urgh

Department
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Cypher /O'TP

CONFIDENTIAL 17 J /?#/

FROM CAIRO TO FOREIGN"OFFICE

FOREIGN OFFICE AND
WHITEHALL DISTRIBUTION

Sir EL Trevelyan
No. 672
April 11,1956.

IMMEDIATE
CONFIDENTIAL

D. 9. 30 p. m. April 11, 1956.
R. 10.13 p. m. April 11, 1956.

Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No. 672 of April 11
U. K. DEL New York
Jerusalem
Paris
Damascus

Repeated for information to Washington
Tel Aviv
P. O. M. E. F.
Amman

And Saving to Bagdad Jedda

Egypt-Israel.

Gaieral Burns has told me the following. Although he has not yet
had full reports, he believes the sequence of events to have been as
follows:

(a) shooting by Egyptians on Israeli patrol;

(b) shelling of Egyptian villages by Israeli 25»pounders in
order to extricate the patrol;

(c) retaliatory shelling by Egyptians of Israeli Kibbutzj-

(d) retaliatory mortar fire by Israelis on Gaza, where there
were no (repeat no) Egyptian gun positions;

(e) despatch of Egyptian commandos in retaliation for Gaza
casualties. Burns made the strongest representations to the Israeli
Government to prevent retaliating against the commandos, pointing
out the disparity in the casualties caused, and has reason to believe that
these were successful.

2. Nasser admitted to nay American colleague that he had ordered the
commandos in with the general plan that they should cause as many
casualties as the Israelis had caused in Gaza. After Byroade1 s second
interview in which, under instructions, he emphasised the strong support
by the United States Government of Hammarskjoejd's mission, he was
more confident that Nasser would try and extricate himself from the
present position. Nasser was, however, concerned, not to agree to a
cease-fire while commandos were still in Israel-and liable to cause
incidents, which would be a breach of the cease -fire. He thought that they
would probably all be out by today.

3. Hammarskjoeld has told the Egyptians that he cannot negotiate
unless the present situation is cleared up and the Egyptians will promise
to obsirve Article 2(ii) of the Armistice Agreement and see that firing
is stopped on the border. He told them of Ben Gurion's undertaking

/to suspend
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CONFIDENTIAL

C
.2 •

to suspend border patrols (Jerusalem telegram No. 118), though he
admitted to me that this was subjiect to various reservations. Nasser
did not explicitly either admit that he had sent commando troops into
Israel, nor explicitly agree that he would liquidate this operation, but he
implied that he would do this and Bammarskjoeld was reasonably
satisfied with his response. He ha3 done no TIW» than have preliminary-
discussions on the articles of tlie Armistice Agreement which are in
question. On this visit he i® mainly concerned with trying to obtain a
more direct statement of Egyptian agreement to observe Article 2(ii)
which he can then take to the Israelis. He proposes to leave Cairo on
Friday morning for Beirut and to go to Israel after a few days, returning
to Cairo next week. Burns thinks that they can now get over the present

situation.
Foreign Office please pass Immediate to Washington, U.K. Del.

New York, Tel Aviv, Jerusalem and routine to Paris as my telegrams
Nos. 18, 14, 44, 43 and 12 respectively.

^Repeated to Washington, U.K. Del. New York, Tel Aviv,
Jerusalem and Paris,/.

ADVANCE COPIES
Private Secretary
Sir I. Kirkpatrick
Mr. Shuckburgh
Head of Levant Department
Head of African Department

b
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Draft.

Telegram to:

TEL AVIV

No

(Date)

And to:—

Repeat to:—
AMMAN,
CAIRO,
JERUSALEM
P.O.M.E.F.
WASHINGTON
SAVING to:
BAGDAD,
BEIRUT
DAMASCUS
UKDEL NEW YORK
PARIS, ANKARA

Cxte
Cypher

Distribution:—

Foreign Office
and Whitehall

Copies to:—

* Date and time (G.M.T.) telegram should

reach addressee(s)

IMMEDIATE

with prioririority Despatched.

rSecurity classification-]
L — i/ any J

[Codeword — if any]

Addressed to ....... .TBL..AV.IY

telegram No ............................... (date)

repeated for information to.. AMMAN.,.. CAIRO.,.. JERUSALEM,

P. Q̂ M.£..g>... WASHINGTON.. ..SAVIMQ.. to.;. ...BAGDAD. BEIRUT
\ .

DAMASCUS, UKDEL NEW YORK, PARIS, ANKARA.

Your telegram No. 180 /of April 12: Fedayeen/*

There Is no question down for answer in the

House of Commons on the Gaza incidents nor would

it he possible to arrange for one to "be tabled
\

today. In any case I am not convinced that a

statement in the House of Commons would "be the

•best way of conveying to the Israelis a message

in the sense you suggest*

2. I think it would "be1 "better, if anything is

said, for you to say it tip the Israeli Foreign

Minister. If you think it would "be useful you are

authorised to give him a message from me in the

following sens* -*--*=• "̂  —̂ U

3. While H.M.G. deplore the shelling of Gaza

which resulted in the senseless killing ©f a

large number of civilians, they equally deplore

the jtedayeen attacks against Israel civilians.

H.M.G. wish to express their sympathy to the

Israeli Government at the loss of Ifcfe which

these attacks have caused* They havê note\-wt*te

grnt1f1ofttttm that the Israeli Government have

/ concentrated
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concentrated on ^ffnt 1 n' •••'•

inside Israelii territory,

Hope that they will continue on this course

and ŵ S- not be tempted to indulge in

reprisals outside Israeli territory, which

could not fail to make a bad impression on

opinion in this and other countries.

O
cc

X
H

Ul

u
CO

o

o
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FRCII TBL AVIV TO FdEIGN QFFIGS

Cypher/OTP

Sir J. Nicholls
He. 180
April 12,1956

EMBRGBRCY

FOREIGN OFFICE AM)
WHITEHALL. DISTRIBUTION

D.10.13 *•»• ^F11 12,1956
R.10.26 a.ffl. April 12,1956

i l l , ' ......... rn. nip. ~ ..... ''
Repeatea *, tion to:-

Washington

ant Saving t© Bagdad Damascus
Beirut UKDBL Hew York

Paris

My telegra® No* 179: Fedayeea,IHJ ~- -- 0 -----

Inf orsation quoted oaae fron military source and aust
have represented very recent assessment "by the Israel Defence

Force,
2« Very shortly after it was given, the Ministry of

Foreign Affairs telephoned to give details of the latest
Feiayeen activities and statel that these were the work ©f a
new wave of infiltrators. The same line is taken by today's
Press, which of course contrasts this information with alleged
official statement "by Cairo Radio that all the Fedayeen had "been
withdrawn, having co«pleted their "olssion of revenge".

3. It looks very auch as if the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs' story of despatch ©f new gangs is for [grp. undec. ] up
for an act of reprisal. Last night's Murders were particularly
"brutal, and pressure for retaliation will inevitably be strong.

^. Aa expression of syapathy in the House of Comraons
today, and a wort of ateiratlon for Israel steadiness under great
provocation would, I venture to suggest, do laore to discourage
reprisals t^ans|tfiy representation I night ®ake. Siaultaneous

/condemnation...

*
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CONFIDEIfTIAL

Tel Aviv telegram No. 180 to B'Qreign Office
-2-

coMeunation of the shelling of Gaza would not be out ©f place.

Foreign Office pass Priority t© Cairo ant routine to
Washington, FOMEF ani Jerusalem as my telegrams Nos. ̂ t tf,
16 ani 3i ani Saving to Bagiai, Beirut, Damascus, UKDEL New York
ant Paris as my telegrams Nos. 11,17*12,12 and 21.

[Repeatei to Cairo, Washington, PCMEF, Jerusalea and
Saidng to Bagiai, Beirut, Damascus, UKDEL New York

ADVAMGB COPIESl-
Private Secretary
Sir I. Kirkgatrick
Mr. Shuckburgh
Heal of Levant Department



1

Pies
u

2

Ret

cms PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE

S* PO 371/721774

ins I •)

&
I

>455
2

\se note that this copy is supplied subject to the Public Record Office's terms and conditions and that your
se of it may be subject to copyright restrictions. Further information is given in the enclosed Terms and

Conditions of supply of Public Records' leaflet

ft '

Minutes

Ei45 US. ENVOY A D M I R E S I S R A E L ' S S P I R I T

C I S R A E L R A D I O > T H E US AMBASSADOR I N ISRAEL TODAY

E X P R E S S E D H I S DEE? A P P R E C I A T I O N O F T H E CQU3AQE, H E R O I S M , A N D
f

PATIENCE SnOWN BY ISRAEL IN THE FACE OF TERRORISM AND ATTACKS

THE AMBASSADOR, MR1. EDWARD LAWSON, SAID THIS IN A

CONGRATULATORY SPEECH ON THE INAUGURATION OF THE BUILDlNQS

OF BAR- I'LAN UNIVERSITY.

' ME E M P H A S I S E D THAT IT WAS ITS CONDUCT IN C R I T I C A L T I M E S

WH J ^ 'DISTINGUISHES A GREAT N A T I O N

AND$jj|jT I S R A E L ' S I N H A B i TATNS ' HAfr PASSED T H I S TEST W H E N
,",v""H ' ••• ' "-

•CONFRONTED WITH CONSTANT TERRORISM AND NIQHTLY ATTACKS BY

RAIDERS. LAWSON EXPRESSED CONFIDENCE THAT THE ENTIRE WORLD
WOULD APPRECIATE THE SPIRIT OF THE CONDU T AND

COURAGE SEEN IN ISRAEL IN RECENT DAYS.

END SBC HON 2020 11/4 HAH KY

A.O.St.
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nnWFIPENTIAL

GAZA INCIDENTS

FlagA

Flag B

In his telegram No. 180 of today/Sir J. Nicholls
/"

reports that the continuation of fedayeen raids inside

Israel (see Tel Aviv telegram No. 181) has increased the

risk of an act of reprisal by the Israel forces. He

suggests that an expression of sympathy in the House

of Commons today and a word of admiration for Israel

steadiness under great provocation would do more to

discourage reprisals than any representation which he

might make.

2. I do not think that this suggestion is practicable.

There is no question down which could be answered in

this sense nor could one be inspired in time. In any

case I doubt if a statement in the House of Commons is

the best way of conveying our sentiments to the Israel

Government. It would furthermore be difficult to explain

why we had made no similar statement of sympathy with the

Egyptians over the senseless shelling of Gaza by the

Israelis on April 5 which resulted in the killing of a

large number of civilians.

3. On the other hand, a personal message to the Israel

Foreign Minister from the Secretary of State on the

general lines suggested by Sir <T. Nicholls might have a

restraining effect on the Israel Government, and after

discussion with Mr. Shuckburgh I submit a draft herewith.

(E.M. Rose)
April 12, 1956

i
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Minutes.

r

fv

ISRAELI INDEPENDENCE DAY, according to Ahmed Said in the "Voice of the Arabs" programme
on the l6th, had been celebrated by "the exchange of toasts of apprehension and fear
between Israel's leaders and inhabitants". The two first "toasts were the speeches
of President Ben Zvi and Premier Ben Gurion, and the third was "the flight of the
Israelites from the settlements destroyed by the commandos and their invasion of the
big towns, where they insist on staying for fear of further commando attacks". By
contrast, "Egypt has no wailing ruler who weeps over Egypt's sufferin-s at the hands
of Israeli commandos; yesterday, while Ben Gurion was wailing, Egypt's ruler was
telling his officers that they were entitled to feel proud... On the one tend the
Arabs, strong, ready for sacrifices, full of self-confidence; on the other the
Zionists, terrified and in .consternation." There was no doubt who would be the
victors. s^
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FROM DAMASCUS TO. FOREIGN OFFICE

Cypher/OTP FOREIGN OFFICE

Sir J. Garientp

No. 162 D. 3.02 p.m. April 11, 1956.
April 11, 1956. R. 3.43 p.m. April 11, 1956.

GQIP,IPBNTIAL

Aiiresged to Foreign Offiee telegram No. 162of April 11.
Repeatei for information to: Tel Aviv Cairo

Jerusalem " POMS?
Amman

aid Saving to: TJKDSL New York Washington
Beirut

My teltgrai No.

A further inoileit occurred o« the tight of ADril 9/10 in
Fiq. area when thers was a clash between patrols about 3A miles
inside the Syrian frontier. No casualties. Some Israeli

was found.

2. This patrol activity lay be the preluie to an Israeli attack
in this area or attempt to liscorer Syriaa preparation, if any, to
support Egypt.

3. I a® toll that General Burns recently sent a message to tht
Syrian Chief of Staff saying that he understood from Israeli
GovenmeBt that Egyptians inteniei to order Fedayeen from other
Arab countries to operate iB Israel. General Burns therefore hope!
that Syria woull strictly control the frontier. The Syrian Chief
©f Staff apparently took this rather baily aui said he thought th«
warning wouia be aore appropriate to the Israelis iho ha<3 so recently
raiiel across the Syrian frontier.

4. I an tolS that the Felayeei ii countries north of Bgypt art
coatrollel fro® Baaaseus. I have however to knowledge of their
âctivity.

ifpreifn Offiee pass Cairo, Jerusalem and POMJ3P as siy telegrams
52 and Saving UKDSL New York, Washington ani Beirut as

10, 36 aiaei 38 respectively.
T^ «fJsKepeate4 to Cairo, Jerusalem ani POMEF ani§ Saving to IKDSL

1 New York, WashiBftoi aai Beirut],
Q Q Q Q
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FROM AVi TO ..roypffli
Glair

Sir J. licholls

H®. 181
April'12, 1956.

IMMEDIATE

FOKBIG-I QFFICB Alii)

B, 11.U a.m. April 12, 1956,
IU 11.35 a.m. April 12, 1956.

Cair®
Jerusalem

Repeated for infojraation t© Amman
Damascus
P.O.M.E.F.

and Saving to Ankara
Beirut !!ew York (TIKBel)
Paris ,,i''» I lashington.\̂]M 'I

Jly telegram Wo. 180: Inrdients.

A full account of last night's incidents is not yet
¥ut known major incidents were as follovrs:-

(a) Congregation in tae synagogue at the Agricultural
at Shafrir near Tel AviT attacked. Three feoys killei. Five
"boys ant one instructor wounded.

("b) TITO buses ©n the Tel Aviv-lanle roa§ fired ®n. Six
passengers woundet,

(c) House in Moshav Ahisamech near Tel Aviv attarkei fey
grenades. Three occupants wounded.

Foreign Office pass Saving to Ankara, Bagdad, Beirut, Hew fork
(UKDel), Paris and Washington as sy telegrams Uos. 6, 12, 18, 13,
22 and 33 respectively.

[ "Repeated Saving t® Ankara, Bagdad, Beirut, Hew York (UKiel),
Paris and Washington]

APTOCE

Private Secretary
Sir I. KirlQjatrick
Mr. Shuckhurgh
Head ©f Levant Department
Head ©f Hews Bepartment

sssss
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^ !\fftl04tf.
FROM TEL AVIV TO FOREIGN OFFICE I |\i

Cypher/arp

Sir J. Niohtlls
No. 188
April 13, 1956

PRIORITY

DEPARTMENTAL
DISTRIBOTION

D: 10.25 a.m. April 13, 1956
R: 10A7 a.a. April 13, 1956

Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No. 188 of
AT3TJ1 13.

Repeated for imformation to An&aa Cairo
Jerusalem P.O.M.E.F.

Jerusalem telegram No. 135 to you: FedayeW.

Since this infornation ooafirns earlier information
,and since this 'behaviour oamaot fail

to come to the ears of the Israel Goremmemt (please see
for Instance paragraph 3 of uy telegram No. 186), you may
oomsider it advisable to warm the Jordaa GoverWent that
they are playing with fire.

48
Foreign Of fioe pass to Cairo, Jerusalen aod P.O.M.E.F,
telegrams Nos. 4.9, 39 and 66.

[Repeated to Cairo, Jerusalem and P.O.M.E.F.].

PISTRIHJTED TO
LeTaat Departaeat
African Department
Eastern Dcpartmoat
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FBPM JERUSALEM TO FOREIGN OPFIC1

En Glair

Mr.

Mo. 11?
April 7, 1956.

Addressed to Foreign
Repeated for information to:

K)RBI&N OFFICE AKD
L DISTRIBUTION

D. 10.35 a.m. April 7, 1956.
R. 11.56 a.m. April 7, 1956.

ilrfirrp «"- 117 Qf April

Amman Damascus
Bagdad Beirut
Cairo *™8L Iew York

Paris POMBP

Washington Tel Aviv.

My telegram Ho. 111: Israel-Egypt,

Following is text of statement issued by HQ UNTSO yesterday.

Begins.
The following provisional tabulation of dead and winded,

as of noon April 6, of the incidents of April 5 in the Gaza areas
has been made by the United nations observers of the Egyptian-Israeli

Mixed Armistice Commission.
(a) Egyptian side, civilians 55 dead (men 30, women 15,

children 10) 102 wounded (men 56, women 33, children 13).

(b) Israeli side, i civilians and 2 military «>unded.

figures on the Egyptian side include casualties from the Oaza
town and villages to the south of Gaza.

Ends*
Foreign Office please pass to UKDEL Hew York and Washlngto.

as my telegrams lot. 16 and 19 respectively.
[Repeated Saving to UKDEL lew York and Washington].

f
i '7 ">

Q Q Q Q
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fBOM JMJSALB1 ID BQRB3BH OFFICE

Si Glair

Mr. ??ikeley

No, 120
April 8, 1956.

FOBEI&N OFFICE MB
WHITgHALL DISTRIBUTION

D. 8.55 a.m. April 8, 1956.
R. 9.22 a.m. April 8, 1956.

Ailresaei to. Foreign Office telegram No.. 120 of April 8.
Repeatei for information to: Cairo Tel Aviv

UKDSL New York POMSF
Washing toi
Beirut
Amman

Paris
Damascus
Bagiai

UNTSO was informed by Israel authorities late last Bight,
that a number of acts of sabotage ail attacks against vehicles
hai "been ®arrie«J ©ut yesteriay in the area between Beersheba
ani the Gaza Strip by Egyptian Feiayeen.

2, UNTSO has bteB taotifiei of seven attacks agaiast rehicles,
a water installation at Migdal was blow® up and a hand grenaSe
was throw® i»to a house i» Ashkel©!. S© far two fatal Israel
©iTilian ©as-aalties have been reportei aii a number of persons
have been inj-urtl. UBitei Natiois observers are iuvestigatimg.

3. General Burns has «aneellei his j©"«3^iey to R@®e arrange! for
tolay (to meet the Secretary-General), He has askei for an
immeiiate interview with Israel Prime Miiister and he has sent
urgent appeal to the Egyptian Government to order cessation of
Feiayee® attacks.

Foreign Office please pass I«eiiat« t® UKD1L New Y®rk art
Priority t© Washington as my telegrams I@s. 17 ani 20 respe®tively.

[Repeatei to UKDSL New Y©rk ani Iashingt©n. ] t\'"
f v

& .4-
Sir I. Kirkpatri@k
Private Secretary
Mr. Shyekburgh
Heal of Levant Department
Heai ©f News Department
Resiient Clerk

Q Q Q Q
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Registry
No. \/

Dra//.letter to

Chancery,

Cairo.

From:

Levant Dept.

Copies to:

Chanceries,
A m m a n ,
Tel A v i v ,
Beirut ,
Damascus ,
P o m f i i .

t 6 ,,

Dear Chancery, |

Would you please refer to our

correspondence of last year resting wi th our

letter (VR 1092/U09) of December 16 (not copied

to al l ) about "Voice of the Arabs" broadcasts

on jfedayeen activities against Israel.

2. We said that we had asked the B.B.G.

moni tor ing service to keep an ear open for
Ic&t

any fu tu re items on this subject . There havo

.boo» none for some time, but they have started

againy fo l lowing the recent flare up along the

Gaza border and the rtf.(Aj^fa*(iL*\uL of

en act ivi ty. 'Ye enclose herein a copy

of the monitored text of a broadcast of

Apr i l 9, and shall send you fur ther items as

and when we receive them.

3. We are sending copies of this letter and

enclosure to Amman, Tel A v i v , Beirut , Damascus

and Pomat-Wph^

Yours ever,

LSVAKT DEPARTMENT.
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(VR 1091/80)

(Cairo Radio Home Service - April 10) Reports from
Jerusalem sray that the Israelis have been amazed at the

\ activities of the Commandos following the precautions taken
i since last August when Commandos penetrated into the very
p heart of Israel. Responsible officials had reassured the
jr Israelis Premier that all precautions had been taken and
i - that no Commando could possibly enter Israel. On the
>• strength of these reassurances, Israel believed that it

could harm the Arabs by firing across the Armistice Lines,
; and that it could inflict heavy losses upon the Arabs while
I the Arabs could not inflict any harm whatever upon Israel.

I Israel evacuated settlements bordering on the Egyptian
I „ • Armistice Lines. Only a very few individuals have been left
j in these settlements to defend them. This is the reason
| why Israeli shells inflicted losses upon the Gaza sector
\ while Egyptian batteries could not inflict any heavy losses
i upon Israel. The Israelis used to believe that they were out

of reach of the Arab Forces. They also used to think that
the entry of any military forces into Israel would cause the
big powers to intervene. This they believed would protect
Israel from harm. Last Saturday's activities of the Commandos
put an end to the feeling of security which Israel enjoyed.

Reports about these activities spread all over Israel
the following morning. The Israelis realized that such
incidents would henceforth not be confined to the border area but
would be brought to their very doorstep. Nitsanira is only
20 miles south of Tel Aviv. Israel has been overwhelmed with
disturbing reports about Commando activities.

News Agency reports from Jerusalem say that it is quite
noticeable that the Israeli spokesman endeavours to suppress
news about losses caused by the raids. It is obvious that the
Israeli spokesman is suppressing the truth about these raids
in order to put a damper on the fear and alarm which has been
felt by the Israelis in all their towns and villages.
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CONFIDENTIAL'

JERUSALEM TO FOREIGN OFFICE

V

Cypher/OTP

Mr* Wikeley
No. 121.
April 8, 1956.

FOREIGN OFFICE AND
WHITEHALL DISTRIBUTION

12.34 p.m. April 8f 1956.
1̂ ,50 p,m. April 8, 1956.

and Saving to;

Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No. 121 of April 8.

Repeated for information to: Cairo Tel Aviv
U.K. Del. New York
P.O.M,E,F.
Washington
Paris ,

*t'
telegram No, 120. / M

General Burns is to see the Israel Prime Minister at
1600 hoars local time today. He had hoped to see him before
meeting of Israel Cabinet which started this morning. In
order to try to stave off the pessible decision t© order
further retaliation he sent to the Israel Prime Minister at
1000 hours a letter saying he has despatched urgent message
to the Egyptian Government protesting against fedayeen
activities and requesting immediate recall of any persons under
Egyptian control now in Israel territory. He strongly urges
Israel to refrain from any attempt at reprisal, and he
contrasts the smallness of Israeli casualties caused to date
by the fedayeen with the great loss of life at

2, In a letter to the Egyptian Minister for Foreign Affairs
Bums has informed him of the fedayeen attacks, and has
pointed out that these follow his message of a few days age
saying that the Israelis had information that such attacks
were contemplated, and calling for an Egyptian assurance that
this was not the case. As the Egyptians have not replied,
Burns considers it possible that some or all of the recent
attacks have beta carried out by persons acting under Egyptian
orders* If this is the case, it is a violation not only of
the Armistice Agreement and cease-fire arranged on April 6,
but also of the laws of war prohibiting attacks on civilians.
The continuation of attacks will render Egypt liable to

,•?-•'
/condemnation
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Private Secretary
Sir I.

of Levant D-part,»nt
Head of B«w» Department
Resident
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IQM JERUSALEM TO POREiffl CPPICE

Mr* Wikeley
Ho. 122t

3f 1956,

FOBBIGN OFFICE AND
TOTBHALL PISTRIBUTIOH

D. 6.25 p.m. April 8, 1956.
R. 6.38 p.m. April 8, 1956.

1956

1 /

TTTTT"

April 8.

Repeated for information to: Cairo Tel Aviv
U.K. Del. Hew York P.O.M.B.F. Washington

and Saving t©: Paris, yl

Hy telegram Ho. 121: Egypt-Israel.

General Bums saw the Israeli Prime Minister as arranged.

Bums said that if investigation confirmed that the
Fedayeen were acting under Egyptian orders, that would place
Egypt in the position of an aggressor. He urged nevertheless
that Israel should take no reprisal action. The Israeli
Prime Minister asked Burns to obtain from the Egyptian Prime
Minister unconditional undertaking to observe in its entirety
Article 2 paragraph 2 of the Armistice Agreement, Mr. Ben
Gurion said he would wait until noon local time on Tuesday
April 10, but if there was no reply from Egypt by then, he
reserved his liberty of action. Burns says that Be® Gurioa
was in a reasonable mood.
2, Burns has sent urgent message to the Egyptian Minister
for Foreign Affairs enquiring whether Bgypt is prepared to
give the undertaking to observe unconditionally and in its
entirety Article 2, paragraph 2 of the Armistice Agreement,
He has told the Egyptians that the Israelis are prepared to
do this, if Egyptian answer is in the affirmative, he has
asked that orders to ensure compliance should be put into
effect as soon as possible, but in any case by noon on April 10.

Foreign Office please pass immediate to Cairo and U.K. Del.
Hew York and priority to P.O.l.E.F. and Washington and Saving
to Paris as my telegrams Hos, 53, 19, i9, 22 and 16.

[Repeated to Cairo, U.K. Del. Hew Y©rk, P.O.M.E.F.
Ŵashington and Saving to Paris].
^ ADV AMCE COPIES
V Private Secretary Sir I. Kirkpatrick

>" Mr. Shuckburgh Head of Levant Department
Head of Hews Department Resident Clerk
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En Glair

Sir 0". Mcholls
Mo. 171
April 9» 1956

PRIORITY

AVIV TO OFFICE \/

OFFICE AID

!>, 1,00 p.m. April 9, 1956
R. 1.51 P.m. April 9, 1956

to Foreign Of floe telegram Ho. 171 of April 9.
Repeated for information to; Cairo Jerusalem

P.O.M.E.F. Washington UKDEL New York
And Saying to: Paris

According to the Press the meeting between General Burns
and Mr, Ben Gnrion, foreshadowed in Jerusalem telegram No. 121
t© yoa§ duly took place.

 v

An account of the conversation is carried by all papers
in similar forms. General Burns is said to have declared
that if the investigation of the Fedayeen attacks confirmed
that they had been ordered by the Egyptian authorities, lijgypt
would be placing herself in the position of an agĝ ssor.
Seneral Burns at the same time expressed the hope that Israel
would nevertheless refrain from counter action against Egypt.
Mr. Ben Gurion Is said to have told General Burns that Israel
must reserve its freedom of action unless a categorical assur-
ance were forthcoming from the Egyptian Government that It
would refrain from further hostile acts.

Foreign Office pass to Washington and UK0BL lew York
as ay telegrams Hos. 41 and 17 and to Paris as my Saving
telegram Ho. 19.

[Repeated Saving to Washington,
Paris],

7777777

New York and
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FROMCAIRO TO FOREIGN OFFICE

En Glair DEPARTIMTAL DISTRIBUTION

D. 12.8 p.m. April 7, 1956.
R. 12A5 p.m. April 7, 1956.

Sir H. Trevelyan
No. 650
April 7, 1956.

PRIORITY

Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No. 650 of April 7.

Repeated for information to; Tel Aviv Amman
and Saving to Washington U.K. Del. lew York

P.O.M.E.F.

Tel Aviv telegram No. 159 to you.

Aktib&r el Yom today reported that late last night Burns
received urgent message from the Israel Foreign Minister
reporting information that Egypt intended sending commando
groups into Israel. He asked Burns to obtain assurance from
the Egyptian Government. th'a tV, this • would not happen and
that cease-fire would also apply to comrmndo activities
inside Israel territory. Burns had referred this message to
the Egyptian authorities who refused to answer it.

Foreign Office please pass Saving to Washington and
U.K. Del. New York as my telegrams 122 and 18 respectively.

[Repeated Saving to Washington and New York].

DISTRIBUTED TO:

Levant Department
.African Department
Eastern Department
News Department.

TTTTT
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PROM Q4I10 TO FOBSIGH OFFICE

Cypher/or?

Sir H, Trevelyan

OfPICl A1P
ITSTlIBtlTTOH

April 8, 1956.
B. 7.51 p.m. April 8t 1956.
t. 8.25 p.m. April 8, 1956.

Aftflressed te Foreign Oftice telegram Ho. 651 .of Ai^ril 8.
Repeated for information t© Jerusalem

New Y©rfc (UKBel)
Washington

ant Saving t© Paris.

Tel Aviv
P.O.l.E.F.

Jerusalem telegram No. 121 t® you: Gaza.

A reliable Egyptian source tolt the Americaiis today that
:fr« Gaza were operating inside Israel, Vat olaimet they were not
trained coramanlos Iret Palestine refugees, infuriaterl %y the
casualities in Gazaf Wh© d«®ante€ to go into Israel. He said that
the Egyptian authorities ccmlS only have stepped tliem "by shooting
then.

2, The same scmrce saiS that feoth sides were Iringing w heavy
weapons* Irat dit not specify ^hat. He als® said that aec@rSing to
thsir iaf©«ati©n Hie Israelis were m0billzing.

Foreign Office please pass (liraediate) t<§ Jerusalem, Tel Aviv
(Routine) lew Yorfc ani Washington and Saving to Paris as Biy telegrams

40, 12, 11, 77 ami 76 respectively,

[lepeated to Jerusalem, Tel Aviv, New Y@rkf Washington ant
Saving te Paris]

AMAWCB OQPI1SS3-

Private Secretary
Sir I. Kirfcpatrick
Mr. ShTJcKtetirgh
Head ®f Levant lepart»»nt
lesiient

SBSPS
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CONFIDENTIAL

Cypher/OfP

», 8.58 a.m. April 9, 1956

1, 932 *.au April 9» 1956

iatosse. o orep fiee telegram Ho« .123 of Ai
Repeated far information to AMBUS, Tel Aviv, Cairo, P.O.M.E.F.

and Saving to Beirut
Daaascus
Bagdad.

The Times correspondent in the Hew City has been told,
off th« reeoft, by the Secretary dcner&l of the Israel Mlnistiy
of Foreign Affairs that the Israel (kmraaent have information
to th« «ffeot that the Egyptian fedaycen hav« hifii seat Imt®
Jordan whence they are to set out on raids In due course.

2« Israelis understand that the Jordan Government are trying
to prevent this abuse of their territory, but are handicapped
by pro^gyptiai elements in the Legion.

foreign Office pass fel Aviv, Gair® ant P.Q,M.S,F. and
Saving to Beirut, Damsons and Bagdad as my telegrams 65,

, 50, 6V 2 and 3 respectively.
Clspeatea to 1*1 Aviv, Cairo, P,0,l,EtF, and Saving to

Beirut, Damaisous and Bagdad]

zzzz
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Tel Aviv tel.
176 - Flag A

Flag B

GAZA INCIDENTS

Sir J. Nicholls has asked whether he can pass to

the Israelis in confidence the report in Amman telegram

No. 581 that five Egyptian fedayeen were arrested by

Jordanian police during the night of April 8/9 after

having crossed the demarcation line into Jordan south of

Hebron.

2. Provided Mr. Duke sees no objection I think it

would be useful if Sir ff. Nicholls did this. I submit

a draft accordingly.

(E.M. Rose)
April 10, 1956
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Cypher/OTP

Sir J. Gardeaer
Ho, 156
April 9, 1956

PRICKTO

FROM DAMASCUS TO FQRBISN QFPK

goppar OFFICE AND
WECTHALI* BISIHiOTIQI

D: 6.05 p.m. April 9, 1956
R: 7.05 p.m. April 9, 1956

nMTTtT—' ** *^iga om™ t.ftl*frr«i H». 136 C
Repeated far Ufwattw Baring tt CJr^ »

Jerusalem P.O.M.E.F.
Hew Yerk

Th. 3yrit» rewtun t. the awa i«»W«ats last week ha.
tees p»«pt •»* 9tttsp*»n.

s. ssrswrssri - ss i
well GtBtrtllad,

statements have l»ea made t« the fw»a W
iuolmdiag the Minister «f Dcfeice and

the Minister *f Edweatien.

1. A series •* —«««« h*v« ^e*B W1* wip tfee weeke8A **

t. ceme t» Egypt's aid immediately.

Ftreign Offioe pass Saving t. Tel Artr. WDrt ^ew Y«rk
and Washi^ltm as «y telegraws Nts. 9, 9 aflft S,.

[Repeated SaTiHg tt Tel AviT, UKML •» Y«rk aad

U4U
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CQNF3DKNTIAI,

FROM TEju AVIV TO FOREIGN OFFICE

Cypher/OTP FOREIGN .OFFICE AND

Sir J. Nicholls w

WHITEHALL DISTRIBUTION

No, 168
April 9, 1956

D. L16 p*xau April 9,
2.17 p. m. April 9, 1956R.

1956

PRIORITY
CONFIDENTIAL

Addressed to Foreign Office telecrram No. 168 of Aoril 9.
Repeated for information to Amman

Cairo Damascus
Bagdad Jerusalem
Beirut POMEF

and Saving to UKDel New York
Washington

Gaza Incident.

The atmosphere here is very different from that at the
time of the earlier troubles on this border. I have very clear
impression, borne out by the manner of Press presentation and
conversations with officials, that Israel was net, on this occasion,
looking for trouble and would have been glad to avoid it.
Egyptian civilian casualties are genuinely regretted and they are
not, we consider, of ^fgrps. undecj/.

2. I do not say that there is no risk of reprisals, but I
am pretty confident that the Government will exercise as much
restraint as can be reasonably expected of them.

Foreign Office please pass Cairo priority Jerusalem and
POMEF as my telegrams Nos. 34, 26, 51 and UKDel New York
and Washington as my telegrams Saving 10'and 32 respectively.

/Repeated to Cairo, Jerusalem and POMEF and Saving
to UKDel New York and Washington*/

D D D
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GOHFPENTIAL

CAIRO TO FOREIGN OFFICE

Cypher/OT?

Sir I, Trevtlytui
No,: 660
April 10, 1936,

FOKEIOH OFPIQ1 AM)
WHTEBHALL DISTRIBUTION

. 11.59 a.m. April 10, 1956.

. 12.32 p.m. April 10, 1956.

COKFIBKfTIAL

to Foreign Office telegram Jo. 660 of April 10.
Repeated for information to Jerusalem

N«w York
F.O.M.I.F.

\ Damascus f ashing ton

Jerusalem tele gram lo. 122 paragraph 2.

General Burns' liaison officer has shown us reply of
Egyptian Foreign Minister which states that Burns' teminent visit
to Cairo with tht Secretary General will affori an appropriate
opportunity for a tfeorosffe discussion of all points rsisei in his
m«ssag«s of April 6 an<i 8. "Meanwhile the Egyptian Government will
continue to take all measures necessary for the maintenance of
security arouod th© armistic* demarcation lines".

2. Burns and Secretary General are expected here this
evening .

Foreign Office pass to Jerusalem U.K. Bel, Hew York, Araman,
Ramseus ani Washington, (all Immediate) as my telegrams Uos. 41,
12, 154, 53 and,. 78.

[Kepe&tefl to Jerusalem* II, K.Del. New York, Amman, Damascus
an<I

COPIES TO:

Private Secretary
Sir I. lirkpatriek
Mr. Shucfcliurih
Hsai of Levant Department

V



OTFIDENTIAL

FRCM JERUSALEM TO FOREIGN OFFICE

Cypher/COT

Mr. fikeley
Mo,

FOREIGN OFFICE AND
DISTRIBUTION

April 10,1956
D.12.50 p.B. April 10,1956
R. 1.15 p.a. April 10,1956

CONFIDENTIAL

Aatressei to Foreign Office telegram No. 132 of April 10
Repeated for infornation to:- Cair©

Tel Aviv
P.O.M.E.F.

ani Saving t© UKDEL New York

Paris

My telegra® No, 121: Egypt-Israel.

Following is text of the Egyptian Minister for Foreign
Affairs'reply to General Burns' nessage: Begins:-

Your lisinent visit t© Cairo with the Secretary General
will afford an appropriate opportunity for a thsr®i0i discussion
on all points raised in your recent messages. Meanwhile,
Egyptian Governaent will continue to take all measures necessary
for the maintenance of security aroani the Hesarcation line.
Ends.

2. This message has been rushed t© General Burns, who
is now in Tel Aviv with the Secretary General and flue t© leave
for Egypt at about 1500 hours local tiie tolay. Israelis have
not yet been tali that message has been received.

Foreign Office pass laueiiate t© Cairo ani Priority t©
PCMEF as jay telegrams Nos. 58 and 53 aai Saving t© UKDEL New York,
Washington ani Paris as my telegram's Nos. U,18 and 18.

[Repeated to Cairo, PCMEF anl Saving to UKDEL New York,
Washington anfl Paris]

ADVANCE COPIES:-
Private Secretary Heai ©f Levant Departaemt

e / Sir I. Kirkpatrick Heai ©f News Departient
"•• ' fe:

; v i , Mr. Shuckburgh



PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE ins I

Pb
Please note that this copy is supplied subject to the Public Record Office's terms and conditions and that your

use of it may be subject to copyright restrictions. Further information is given in the enclosed Terms and
Conditions of supply of Public Records' leaflet

CONFIDENTIAL

FROM JERUSALEM TO FOREIGN OFFICE

Cypher/OTP FOREIGN OFFICE AND
WHITEHALL DISTRIBUTION

Mr. Wikeley

No. 184 D. 5.21p.m. April 10, 1956
April 10, 1956 .. R. 5. 56 p. m. April 10, 1956

: Z-101///Of"
IMMEDIATE
CONFIDENTIAL

Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No. 134 of April 10.
Repeated for information to Cairo

Tel Aviv
UKDel New York
POMEF I ft
Washington /* \QtA\Wb

and Saving to Paris v ^ »
jf^* *

My telegram No. 182: Egypt - Israel.

The Secretary General has sent a message to the
Egyptian Minister for Foreign Affairs referring to General Burns'
messages and to one the Secretary General himself sent yesterday
requesting strict compliance with the terms of Article 2 of the
Armistice Agreement. He continues:-

"So far the only reply to these demmreh£s is the Foreign
Minister1 s letter of today to General Burns. I am disappointed
by the contents of this letter. It should be obvious that the talks
with the Government of Egypt, which I have to undertake under a
mandate from the Security Council would be deprived of the
necessary basis if they could not be conducted against the background
of an assurance by each party concerned to observe the stipulations
of paragraph 2 of the said article.

"Under these circumstances, I express the expectation that
on my arrival in Cairo I can receive the requested assurances.
If such an assurance, which for me is a pre-condition for my mission
on behalf of the Security Council, is not given, I would find myself
obliged to reconsider my plan now to enter upon discussions with the
Egyptian Government in implementation of the Security Council
resolution.

MI trust you understand the gravity of my representations
and wiE give me the necessary cooperation*n

2. The UNTSO calculate that this message will have reached
Cairo about the same time as the Secretary General.

/Foreign


