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AIR BAG
LCRET ~ BRITISH EMBASSY,
1912/1/87/56 WASHINGTON, D.C.,

March 8, 1956,
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Tel Aviv reported in their telegram No,.18 Saving
that there had besn fisesrce afttacks on HMr. Dullag! testimony
before the Senate Foreign Relations Committee on February 24,
It is not very surprising. When the Saudi Arablan tank
shipment was temporarily cancelled, 1t was argued by some
pro-Israell quarters here that from their point of view it
was unfortunate since, if the tanks had gone, the Administration
would have been unable to resist pressure to supply some arms
to Israsel. When the cancellation was reversed, it was
eonfidently predicted - one might almost say generally assumed
in the press both by those writing the pro-Israeli line amd
others - that Mr. Dulles would have to announce some
relaxation of his inflexible stand in regard to arms for
Israel, His testlmony must have come as a great disappointment.

L, The reaction has certainly been violent in Zionist
e¢lireles here. As you may have notlced from our telegram

Wo. 187 Saving, the word seems to have gone out that

Mr, Dulles himself in particular, and the Administration'’s
policy oen the Middle East ganeraily, are to be attacked net
becauss they are unfavourable to Israel but because they

are helping to spread Communist influence in the Mlddle East.
The attack on these lines was continued over last week-end,
when the Administrative Council of the Zionist Organisation

of America met in New York. Dr. Heumann, Chairman of ths
Executive Comnittee and a member of the Jewish Agency Executive,
called on Americans toc "take full cognizance, before it is

too late, of the scope and significance of the Communist/Arab
conspiracy in the Middle Fast , . . . not aimed at Israsl
alone but at the United States and the whole free world."

Tha Chairman of the Administrative Council, Dr. Levine,

sgid that Mr. Dulles' policy had been finaliy revealed as
teomplete partiality to the Arabs and exbtreme callousness

to Israel.® Unless the President persohally ftock a hand,

the Dulles poliey would hring about complete Soviet domination
over a key area of the free world.

3. 1 have been told by Bergus, the Israel desk officer
in State Dapartment, that Mr, Dulles has not let this

campaign go unnoticed, When he saw the Israel Ambassador
before leaving for the §.E.A.T.0. conferencs on March 2, he
spoke vary bluntly to him about the way in which the Israel
Government were waging a campaign agalnst the Administration,
The meating had been wldsely publicised as ons at which the
Ambzssador would deliver an ulitimatum demanding a 'Yes' or 'Ho!
answer within three weeks to Israsl's regunest for arms,

Mr. Dulles told Mr. Eban that he would have expscted that,
with the situation in the Middle East what it was, the Israel
Government would be Interested in discussing with the

United States Government the security of Israel and heow it
could best be preserved, instead of carrying on in this fashion.

/ 4. Bergus

R.M. Hadow, Esqg.

Levant Depar%ment,

Foreign Offica,
London.




1| 2| cms PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE ins | 11 J 2

mot: Tp 371 /121352 €393y

Piease note that this copy Is supplied subject to the Public Record Office's terms and conditions and thal your
use of it may be subject to copyright restrictions. Further information is given in the enclosed Terms and
Conditicns of supply of Public Records’ leaflet

SECRET -2 -

4. Bergus expressed the opinlon that the sustained
Israeli pressure on the arms issue had to a certain
exteni over-raached itself both here and in Israel; it
might be effective diplomacy to demand an answer, fyes"
or "no" if you were sure of the answer "yes" or could
think of something else to do if the answer were "no,"
But in thils case where the demand is being constantly
repeated, it merely made the guesticner look silly. I
think the Presidentts announcement of his readiness to
run agaln will alsc have been a shock to the Israelis,
As long as there was a prospact of the Republican Party
approaching the eloction in a losing posture, the Zionists
had geood reason to hope that they could shake the
Administration's policy.

Fe I am sending copiles of this letter to Westlake
in Tel Aviv, Garvey in Cairo, and Crosthwaite at the
United Kingdom Delegation, New York.

VA eartw
. Mewes.

W. Morris,

i
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Will you please show Harold Caccia on his return \ﬂf{);)fﬂ
the following comments on New Delhi telegram jo. 360, '
recording the Secretary of State's exchanges with

Hesser on the gquestion of night fighfers for Israsel:

(a) I think it would be unsafe to assume that becsuse
Nasser made no direct retort to the Seeretary of
State's statement on the anight fighters, he would have
no objection. It was difficult for him to raise any
vocal objections in the light of his purchase of
Communist arms.

(b} I do not understand what iz meant by the words
"in the light of our genersl aovproach",

impression at the time was that the Secretary of State
promised to consider ihe possibility of comparable
supplies ¢f Meteors to Egypi, since Hakim Amer saild
that they still wanted them, in the context of cur
general peolicy con supply of arms to the Widdle East.

I do not know, of course, what impression Colonel

dasser had of the Secretary of State's remarks on
thisg point.

Za I hope that it i=s not intended to depart from the

- General orinciple that supply of arms will be based
gatill on a poligy of balance, which, in its up-to-date
dress, presunably means a roughly comparable trickle
to both sides. If we pet off this principle, it seems
to me that we shall be in very dangerous waters.

)
Ours easaa
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C.a.8. Stmuckburgh, Esq., 0.B., C.M.G.,
Foreign Office,
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