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Outward Telegram from Commonwealth Relations Office
T0: U.E. HIGH COMMISSIONER IN CANADA
U,X. HIGH COLMISSICNER IN AUSTRALIA
U.X. HIGH COMMISSIONER IN NEW ZEALAND
U.X. HIGH COMMISSIONER IN SOUTH AFRICA
EPTD: U.K. HIGH COMMISSIONER IN INDIA
o U.K. HIGH COMMISSIONER IN PAKISTAN (ACTIHG)
U.iie HIGH COMMISSIONER IN CEYLON (ACPING)
(sent 16,15 hours 10th August
EN CLAIR LA

PRICRITY TO OTTAWA, DELHI AND KARACHI -
PRESSE TO CANBERRA, WELLINGTON, PRETORIA AND COLOMEOC

Y, Fo. 159

Repeated ﬁ.K. High Commissioners in Delhi, Karachi and
Golowbo,

My ’Eelegram Y. Hos 155.7 ﬁf@&!:’#ﬁ-s:
5 UE Z

Text of lengthy statement issued by Sovist Govermment on
9th Auvgust is presumably available to you.

2 Statement was forwarded to U.L. Ambassador under cover of
8 Note translation of which is as follows, Begins.

Ministry of Poreign Affairs of U,8,8.R, present compliments
to British Bmbassy, and in connexion with statement of CGovernments
of Britain, Frange and United States of Auvgust 2nd on questions
eoncerning nstionalization by Egypt of Suez Cgnal Company, and
invitaticn, transmitted io Soviet Government by British Government
to tagke part in conference which 1t was propoged to convene in
London on August 16th 1956 have honour to enclose for transmission
to British Government text of stztement of Soviet Governmenit on
Suez Canal guestion,

Soviet Government consider thaet under all conditions
following countries, apart from thossmentioned in statement of
Governments of Western Powers of August 2nd should also take part
in dizecvussion of questione connected with freedom of navigation on
Suez Canal: sucesssor-gountries of Auvustria, Hungary and Germany,
which signed Convention of 1888 - Austrisa, Hungary, German Democcratic
Republic, Czechoslovakia and Yugoslavia, Arsb countries. geographically
situated in direct proximity to Buez GCanal and vitally interssted in
a correct solution of this question - Yemen, Jordsn, Iraq, lLebanan,
Libya, Morocco, Szudi Arabl, Syris, Sudan and Tunis, and also
maritime Powers exiensively using Canal - Albania, Burma, Bulgaria,
Poland, Roumania and Finland. Soviet Government consider necessary
particlpation in above mentioned conference of such a grest Power
as Chinese Pecoples Republic, Boviet Government nope that British
Government will not place cbstaeles in way of participation in this
conference of States named, iIf they themselves consider that
necessary. At same times Soviet Government wish to draw attention of
British Government to fact that, according to Convention of 1888, a

/conference

S ) mo=Zm




1 | L) e PUBLIC RECDRD OFFICE | ng | 1; 1

we O 27/ 119 094 g 1= 70 |

Pizasa note that this copy is supplled subject o tha Public Re
_ _ cord Office’s terms and conditions and
use of it may be subject to copyright restrictions. Further information is given In the ancloseds"?ermﬁn};our
Conditions of supply of Public Records’ lsaflet

A P TS e

—2

conference to discuss guestions connected with functioning of
Canal should have taken place in Cairo. Concerning date of
conference it would be expediént in interests of better
preparation to convene it at end of Augusit.

Drawing attention to foregoing, Ministey request Embassy
to inform British Government that statement of Soviet Goverament
is simultaneously being sent to Governments of 'all countrias. Ends.

— - - el

Copy toi-
D,II

SUEZ CANAL DISTRIBUTION

U.X. Embassy Washington Mr. J.R.A. Boitomley
U.E., Delegation to ihe

U.N., New York ¥r. T.W. Beeble
Accra, Governor's (Office ¥r. FP.E. Cumming-Bruce

SOUTH ASIA AND MIDDLE EAST DEPT.
A, 19 (
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Mr. Hoope

D:2,22 poue August 8, 1956
wp t 8, 1956 R:k.05 Doita August 8, 1936
. careian OFffiss telogram No, RS 9 Mg p
ACTCEE IO Gk i 1 S
: . ‘&' by AR
Repeated for infamation tos Celxo Bome *

and Saving fo: Feris Yasiington. G,

The Ltalisn Chargé d' Aftairves mm‘n}t&m ﬁ!‘n e
srsation he had with the Sgyptien Charg mm“m
ei:?m:ln gtrongly mro~Nasser, bk is mmml
with Langa.

Th lmﬁm@mld'mm m&mﬁthnthamuﬂl
24 L] , . .
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6. I tedd XM, hmtht:hih!mmﬁmtﬂulhmrw

- pasming en the infermstisn resesrdad sbevs, I 4o net think yeu

would wish ne te bouems involved in wmhanges of this kind.

Forsign Offics pass %o Caiye and Rome and Saving te Parls

{Rapeated to Caire, Roms and Saving te Paris and Washingten]
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Eo; 861 D 6.37 p.n. August'3, 1956,
August 8, 1956 R, 8.32 p.n. August 8, 1996,

AT S8 3 AN 13 200 L8LIAFTIR 18 *_ o1 of hugast b
Rspeated for information to: Aimman, Jedds,
Beirat, Khartoun,
LY Catro, Tripold,
& Qﬂ T Demascus, Benghaxi,
© P () a2 saving to: Parts ¥ashingten
€. ~ TE ’&\!\350

My telegram No, 844 (aot to all sddvoswsess).

The Priae ¥irister informed ms today that meeting of the
Arab Leagee Commlttes hed now hean fixed for Augugt 12, He
had degided to send Tawfig Suweldl to represent Iraq, keeping
Fadhil Jamall in pegerve in cass Egypt Dremght the Sues Canal
digpute before the United Natlicus,

2« He said that Irsg weuld tske the following line at the
meeting: '

{1) The Iragl repressntative would do his beat to prevent
the passing of s resoclutica approving the nationaliszation
of the Suss Cansl, sinoe such a resolution would make
it &ffioult for the Egyptians to baek dowa and would
blook apy possibility of a compromise solutiom., If
guch o resolution cemt to the wote, Irag would absiain.

(11) Irag would asak ithat members &f irad governmentg should
refrain from meking statesents, and should restrain
taelir Froas from publishing articlies, hestlile to the
West or to those favouring an intermstionel régime
for the Canal, Such proncunoements could emly infleme
the atuogphere and meke it more diffisult to reach an

/(414)
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(411) Irag would cppose any proposal for breaking
off diplomatio relaticne with Western Powers,
outting off their oil supplies from Arvad
ccuntriss, or proclaiming a commsrclisl bayoott.
Suoh antion would be eoonoaic suioide for Arab
sountrias and wculd create ohaos intermaliy, and
would widen the tresch between Aradb countries
sad the VWest,

Be He said he had spoken sindlarly to the United States
Anbasssdor and ssked him 4f the United States Ambassador: in Jedds,
without {n the first instance revealing that this was the Iragi
polisy, would soumd out the Sandis and ses whether they would

bs prepared to adopt a similar line. If the Samdi reaction was
favourabls, he asksd that United States Ambasmador should indicate
that Irag would bs pursuing a similar policy.

be  Nuri then asked that we should speak to the Sudanese
explaining that the Iragl poifcy would be as cutlined in
paragraph 2 above, and ask thez to support ft.  He 2isz0o wants
us to speak in the same sense t0 Lidyens as to the Sudsness, and
hes asked my United States oolleagus that the United States
Asbasgador in Tripoli should also ast on the seme lines. Nurd
haz writton tc President Chamoun asking that the Lebansse should
support the Iraqi line. He &8 taking no sotion yig & yis Syria,
Jordsn or Yemsn, since he oonsiders that if the Saudis are
preparsd %o go eslong with him, these Jtates can e more sffect-
fvely influsnsed through them. |

Poreign Offioe pass Cairo, Jedds, Khartoum, Tripoll sad
Benghasi as xy telegrams Nos. 120, 23, 2, 6 and 2 and Saving to
Paris and Washington as ny telograms Nos, 50 and 102 respestively.

[Ropested to Cairo, Jedda, Khartoum, Tripoli, and Benghasi
snd Saving o Paris and ¥ashingtoh. )
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Bo Cladr FOREIGHE OFFICR AND

Dl UTION
Mr, ('Nelll
No. &22 D. 9.56 RofRs Eumt &' 19551
August 8, 1986, Re 12.% p.n. August S, 1955,

Repeated for Anformation %o: Cadro
and Saving to: TWashlmgten
Y
My telegram ¥o, 428: Suez Camal,

3\\3‘3‘ W

Followlng is glst of article by Observer in People’s

beily of August 8.

Britain, Fremnce ani the United States are hastily sewding
warships and salreraft to the Medlisrransan in order to restore
The nationslization

the glory of nineteenth asntury solouialisa.

ef the Cansl haa 8o flustered them that they imsgine they

ean use the old "gunoboat" pelioy to foree the Egyptian peeple
to asoept & plae for the "imternationsl contrel® of the Canal,

2. In the sommuniqué issued after the regent London tslks,
the three Powers inpigted that the naticnallzation of the
Canal preasmts a threat snd with this exeuse demand that a
comfarence of twewty four States whom thay have chogen, should
mest im Londen on .ugust 16 {0 diseuss the operation of the
Casal under imtormational comtrol, Thiz plan for lutermatiomal
conirol utter’y disrsganis the sovercign rights of Rgypt.
1s quite clear that Egypi has full rights over the Canal, imecluding

the right to operate it,

It

3+ Horeewer, Rgypt haz already anmoumced thet the shareholéers
will be compensated and hes guaranteed free mavigetion.
attempt to put the esnal under imtersational control and reb

Egypt of its right of operatlen is & clear and aericus Infringement
of Bgyptisn soversigety. The plan for imtermstiomal comirol
shows that the Western Powers not only wnt to restere the

direst contrel which they exersized through the ©lé company,

but also imtend to occupy the Canal fer an indefinite period.

/The
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Tho Westarn Powers ars mow gaylng. that they wmnt {o separate
the question of the nationalizetion of the Cansl frem the
guestion of guaranteeing free nevigation. They want people
te belisve that their plans for international comirel 15 moet a
ripegte to Bgyptisn vatloualizatiom; but a virtuocus step taken
in the interssts of imternatiomsl navigation, But M. Pigeau
let the eat cut of the bag ia & hroadcast im which he said that
1f the prepesed intermaticnel sonference assepted the Westerw
plan, amd if Nasser ascepted itz decision, he would have

to sbandon nationslizatien sntirely and that if he refused 1o
accept the desizien of the econference the Western Powsrs would
foree hie to sccept it. M. Pinemu has parhaps oversstimsted
French atrength. The faet that Engleni and France have been
unsble to zuppress the gtruggle for independense waged 1n
Helays, Kenys and Algeris shows that they will not be sble te
subdue the Sgypilan people by fares of arms. In thelr righteous
struggle the Bgyptian people will mot ben lone scleny, the
countiess anti~golonial peoples of Asia amd Africs will stand
behind them.

L. The Sues Cenal ghould be s shannsl far eulifural and esoncais
exchange between Bagt anid West. But the evlonialists need it

to rob and eonquer., Now thai it is agein im the hands of the
Egyptian psople, ¥gypt has guarenteed that it will gtill better
gerve the imterests of humamity. If the Western Powers have say
doubis adout the Egyptian guaranies, then they must seek fo
resolve thcse doubts on a basis of respeet for Egyptian
sovereigaty through éiscusaion and vegetistion, The preblem
will not be sclved by armed threats ané isterventiom.

5. Pregent siroumstances require Britain, France snd the
United Jtates %o nsintaln a calm and realistis attitude. The
storsy emotlows with which they view ths death throes of
eclonislise will net help them. The Western Pewers must sheath
their swords ani siscerely diseuss matiers with Fgypt, otherwise
they will both damage thelir own interests and also bear serisous
responsibility for wrecking pesce in the Middie Eagt smé ths
whole world. o

Ho. 126,
[Repeated Saving to Weshingtoml.

QeuqQ

Foreign Offige plesase pass Saving to Wuahingtau as ry telegrem
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Cypher/0TP ~ FCREIGN OFEICE AND

Her Kaiesty's Cemsul General

ﬂg’lli : D. 1!16 Pelle &ﬂg‘dﬁt 8'1956
dugust 8,1956, Ry 3.35 p.ite August 8,195
PRIORITY

CONFIDENTIAL

Nuiv

L sy

Repeated for

information to Ankara and Caire, @ Allg

’ {?‘\\
Following from Ambassader, | PR
po o
Suez Canel, =

The Secretery General of the Ministry of Foreigw AZfsirs
read ta ne yesterday evening a transistion of a coemuniocation
mads yesterday by the Bgyptisn Government to the Turkish Chergé
a*Affairesin Cairo, This stated that Artiele 16 of the Angle
Fgyptian Agreement of 195k recognised the Svez Canel Coppany,
as an Bgyptisn Coempany, that the Bgyptian Govermment had no
designe on the Cgmal, the British smd Prench Govermmenis would
heer the vesponsibility for sy situetienm wiich wight arise
from the use of farce, snd expreased the hope that the Turkish
Governuentwould suppert the Egypiien Govermment in following
their declered intentien to continue io comply with the provi-
sieng of the Treaty of 1888 end that at the Londen conference
they would not foliow a lire of cenduet which would endanger
peace in the ¥ddle Bast end the vhole world,

2. The Turkish Chargd 4'Affsires was told that the same
communication wes being made to representatives of 11 cowntries
invited to the Lenden conference,

3. T assume that you will be reeeiving the fuil tzxi frem
the Turkish Chergé é'Affaires snd I shall not telegraph it unless
Instructed,

Forelgn Office please pass Ceire as my telegram Ko, 3,
[Repeated to Ceire)

CCCC
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Minutes

With regard to the possibilities of
going to the International Court of Justice
at The Hague the better view seems to be
that the Montreux Convention is now spent
because its final objects were reslised in
1649, ‘There is a separate minute aboui
this by Mr. Vallat which can be produced
if necemsary, but/the probabilities are
that if BEgypt disputed the jurisdiction
of tha Court on the foregoing ground sie

would aeebabdy—~pe successiul. i

2, Apart from thig there is no way of
getting Egypt before the Court without her
consent. In any case I think little useful
purpose would be served by going to the Court,
Despite the fact that a strong legal cese
can be made out for the view that the Suez
Canal Company is not a purely Egyptisn
comwpeny snd despite the obvious faet that
the Bgyptian action, whatever its justificetion
might otherwise be, is a clear breach of the
Canal's Concession which wes to last until
1968, I think the probable finding of the
Court would be that the Bgyptian action was
not sctually contrary to international law
provided adequate compensetion wes afforded.
They might pessibly find that the compensation
offered was not adequate inasmuch as it does
not seem to cover anything for the loss of
the profits which the Company wowuld otherwise
have made between now and 1968, Tut, even if
the Court =zo found, they would merely declare
that Egypt ought to pay additionai,
compensation. They would not, [T think,
reverse the act of nationalisation itself,
Hoakhem?
2., (I seg thet the main object of going
tc the Court in the eyes of the Company
would be to get the Court to pronounce what
are known as "interim measures' of
conservation against Bgypt The Court
was induced to do this in somewhat aimilar
case of the Persian action against the Anglo-
Persisn 0il Company, but I’ have gome doubi
whether they would do it in this case. In
any event, the interim messures pronounced
against the Persian Covernment in that case
were a complete dead letter. The Persians
never attempted to observe them and thére
wae no meang of enforcing them. Short of
the use of force, that would certainly be
aiso the case here. As regards the point
that Egypt by disobeying would put herself
in the wrong, even this is not entirely certain
for there is unfortunately a considerable
degree of obscurity as to how far a country
against whom interim measurecs are pronounced
in a litigation before the Court iswder a
positive obligation to comply with themn.
There are legal arguments in support of the
view that a finding of the Court on this
subject ought to be binding on the parties
- in the same way as its eventuai decision
on the merits of the case is binding, but
the languege of the relevant clauses 18
not ciear.

NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN IN TH!IS MARGIN

/4.
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Minuces

4. Taking it all in all, therefore, Il .
think there would be 1little to be gainéd by }
going tc the Court except as a largely
political or publicity move. It had some
utility in the anglo-Psersisn Case as a gort
of "holding operation”, and 1t served to
frighten a number of countries and interests
off dealings in Persian oil so long &8 the
sase was sub judice before the Court, but
these considerstions hardly apply in the

pregent case.
@ . ‘

{G.G. Fitzmaurice)

August 7, 1956.

Tinduih o doft

aperthy mﬂ;l‘\:wff,,
4,;;,f~"ﬁF;1 1%

l ﬁﬁrpgg. G \.Lulﬂ“ﬂh

oS- & A }Ju*\ﬂQMthL,. q
(R3
Iy /‘

) I gquiie understand that the Depsrtment
has not been atle to submit s draft revly
gooner but I an sorry to see thet the draft
submitted dees not fully snswer Mr. Reilly's
letter. I have redrafted. But I should be
grateful 1I the point contsined in Nr. Reilly|
Paragraph 4 could be exanined gnd =
recomeendation submitted. !

{4. D. ¥. Ross)|
August 15, 18886.|

odventygo

NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN [N THIS MARGIN
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b Elleu]wo BRITTSH BMBASSY,

PARIS.
CONF IDENT IAL - August 3, 1956+

dosn Unchoe

The Director General of the Suez Canal Company
aame Lo see Me yesterdays He began with some general
remarks to the effect that the Prench Dirsectors of the
Company felt gtrongly that, while attention ie being
concentrated on permanent arrangements such as would anyhow
have been necegsary after 1968, the lepitim te interests of
the Compeny end its very numerous sharehol ders are being
overlookeds (1 gathered from Wylie and Cadogsan today that
there is much BoOreness in the Company sbout this. viviie .
will no doubt tell you moOre shout it.) He then gaid that
he wighed to inform me of twe points sbout which he wag
going to speek to the secretary Genersl of the Ministry of
Forelgn Affairs 1ater in the gveninge

24 mirst, the Company wished to emphasise the
importance they attached to early action by the French
Governmeni (a8 protecting the great majority of the
shareholders) and b Her Majesty's covernment (as the

largest shareholder¥

before the Hague Gourte He had been disturbed bY indicetions
that Her lajesty's Government might be agvised that the
nationaliaationof the Company in Egypt was valide The
Company's Egyptian status was reaslly & complete fiction,
pased on the reference in the concession agreement 10 &

ngitge socisl’ ab slexendria which had never existeds

The Gompany's legal advisers held that there Was a good

cage for maintaining that the true international gtatus of

the Conmpany justified.action at the Hague based on Avticle 15
of the Pinal Act of the Montreux Conference of May 8 1937.

He promised to send me today copies of variocus studies on

“the subject, with a statement swmarising the Compenhy's

views on the legal poeltiocl. 1f this were not accepied

by the Fereign nffice legal advisers, he would be very
grateful to Knovw the grounds for the 1attera' opinion.

3o Le expisined that the object of action at the Hague
would be not so much to obtain a favoursble declsicn in the
end (which he admitted was anlikely; but to secure immediate
provislonal safeguarding setion in the foym of “mesures
congervatoires’e He quoted the precedent of the simllar
sction teken in the case of the LeIa04Co Such action was
not of couree immediately necessary in Frence, the United
Eingdom and the United States, since the Company's assels
were already gafeguarded by the nmeasures taken by Governmenis.
Hie was thinking primerily of “mesures conservatoires” which
the International Court might direct the Egyptian Government
to bake. 0f course that dovernment would not ovey such
orders, but in disregarding them it would put itself in

the wrong, and this would be a point gained.

/ L

A.D'm. R0539 ESQQ,
Foreign Office.
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L. Secondly, the French Directors thought 1t their

auty to take all possible steps to protect the interests of
the 80,000 Prench shareholders (with an average holding of
less than aix shares each) and of the Compsny's pensioners.
The associations representing these two bodies intended to
take legal sction in France, the United Xingdoem and the
United States, and perhaps in other countries particularly
Switzerland, to have the Egyptian Govermment's asseta placed
under sequester, This would be a safeguard additional to
the measures taken by the French, British and U.8. Governments
and Georges~Plcot suggested that it might indeed bR useful to
the three Governments to be able to quote any orders of the
Courts in their countries if their own action was guestioned,
Ceorges-Plcot intended very ghortly to consult a leading
French international lawyer sbout the steps necessary to set
this legel sction in train in the various countries concerned.

He This conversation of course itook place before the
appearance of the Three Power Declaration and also before the
texts of the speeches made in the House of Commons yesterday
by the Prime ¥inister and the Secretary of State. I would
suppose that they should go a long way to smswer Georges-Picot's
point sbout the internstional character of the Company. I
have not yet received the lepgal documentation which he promised
me, It would naturally be helpful to us %0 have the Legal
Advigers' comments on the Company's statement of their view

of the posltion, when evailable: and if these conments can

be passed to the Company, the latiter would certainly

appreciate it very much.

Be I take it that you are not at present considering
any reference to the Hague Court, I have only had time to hsave
a very brief word with Crouy-Chanel shout this point., ile .
toléd me that he did not think that there was any question of
the FPrench Government favouring if at present. On Georges—
Picot's second point, he was inclined to think that there was
no harm in the lepnl sction proposede. It wouid take several
weeks to get going: it might provide s useful argument on
which Governments could fall back: and from the propagends
point of view there was much to be said for bringing out the
ract that thousands of ordinary people were hit by Nasser's
actione

Te 1 am sending copies of this letter to Washington
and Cairo.

Te mozEm
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o August 15, 1958,
CONFIDENTIAL

22117470)

I am sorry to have besen so unconscionsbly slow in

gnawering your leiier of August 3rd ebout your talx with

the Diractor-&eﬁ%ral of the Suez Cansl Company. Since
you wrote we have of couree hed g good desl of contact

with the Company one way or snother, erding up with
Cherles-Roux’meetings first with the Bscretary of State
snd then with the Prime Minister yesterday. As B result
I believe that any sisunderstandings which may have srissn

in the early atsges of the crisis have been largsly
dispelled.

2. As regerds actlon before the Internationsal Court,

I cennot 4o belier than enciose s minute by the Legal
ABviser., You ¢ould show this wnofficially to ths Company.
I pm sure that aftier hearing the breadcasat speechas of

Mr. Menzies op the id3th August and the Secretary of tate'
yosterday they wiil not imegine for one moment that we
regerd NHasser's netionslisstion gs valid. The point
brought out in the Legsl Adviser's minute is simply that
regcourse (o The Hague would not pay.

S As to legsl action by sowme of the shareholdsers or the
Company's pensioners, I cannot say anything definite at the
roment. The ldes strikes me as attractive.

{A. L. i. Ross)

L. P. Reilly, Esqg., C.N.G., 0.B.E.,
P.&RI 3-
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* ° Qutward Telegram from Commonwealth Relations Office

TO: U.K, HIGH COMMISSICNER IN CANADA

U.K. HIGH COMMISSIONER 1IN AUSTRALIA

U.K., HIGH COMMISSIONER IN NEW ZEATAND

U.K. HIGH COMMISSTOWER IN SOUTH AFRICA

U.K. HIGH COMMISSIONER IN INDIA

U.X. HIGH COMMISSIONER IN PAKISTAN% S N

U.XK. HIGH COMMISSTONAR IN CEYLON ) CACTING)

UK. HIGH COMMISSIONER IN THE FEDERATION

OF RECDESTA AND NYASALAND
U,K, INFORMATION OFFICE, JOHANNESBURG . . /0 . .-
(Sent 20.40 hours 2nd August 1956) | L EwRit]u72 W)

EN CLATR ElL.

PRIORITY TO OTTAWA. DETHI AND KARACHT
PRESSE T0 CANBERRA, WELLINGTON, PRETORIA, COLOMBO AND
W, No. 318 - " SALTSRURY

JOHANNESBURG No, 46 PREGST

S0 E 3

Following text closing statement by Foreign Secretary in
Commons today. Begins,

I think that this debate has shown & large measure of
approval and agreement in this House. The Tirst point is that
we, as a country, have done everything possible in our
power to make friendly relations with Egypt feasibie. We
made the agreement with regard to the Sudan; we made the
agreement with regard to the Zuez base; we made the
agreement with regard to sterling balsnces, which was fair ané
indeed liberal, We have done everything we can toc promote
more Lriendly relations. That has not succeeded, but I
think that course of conduet has the advantage that now
public opinion, I believe, in this country and overseas is
united behind the Govermment in the attitude which has been
indicated today.

The sgecond point is that this Canal Company, as the
right hon. Member for Lewisham, South has just said, is not an
ordinary domestic concern which can be properly nationalised,
however much we may or may not agree with the principle of
natienalisation, but it is & company of an internaticnal
sharacter. It has had an internaticnal character throughout
the whole of its existence and if one lcoks at the Convention
of 1888, in the Preamble it is there recited that the
countries concerned wished .

"to establish, by & Conventional Act,'a definite
system destined to guarantee at all times, and for
all Powers, the free use of the Suéz Meritime Canal."

It was designed to establish zn international system, and
therefore I-agree with the r»ight hon. Gentleman that the
principle of naticnalisation does net apply.

The next point is that the manner in which Colonel Nasser
has acted has shown that in practice the Canal could not
safely be left at his disnosal. His method of announcing
his deécision, the threats to the employees who would not stay
at work, the indication, with which the right hon. Gentleman
dealt, about the uses to which the resources of the Canal were
o be put+in the future - all these things show, in my vieﬁ?

that
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that apart from the Juridical sige of it, on the bractical
side it is not saf'e for thisg Canal %o be left at his disposal.
If this Cana1l is left in nig control I thing he can, ang on
rast form Wwill, do great harm to us op 40 eny other country,

The only acceptapie S0lution the

difficulty, I think, is some form of
1nternat10na1 system in which we can

therefore we seek an international Soiution of thig broblem.
I promise the House that, We ape working at the Present time
for an intsrnational conference With suitabile membership to
meet with Expedition to tegt internationay opinion on this

matter;

we are in brosa dgreement with our Freneh azng American

81lies upon that matter, ang 1 hope the country will hearp more

about that befope midnight tonight,

There has been reference to the military preparations

.Which ape being made.

Beneral aparovai, 1t is & vepy Serious sitnatjion in which
many British Subjects are in Egynt, nany British ships

2pproaching the Canal, and it
night happen,

is a sit
Therefore, I think the

uation in.which.anything

Government wonuid be

Failing in their duty irf they did not take brecautionapry

measures,

Nevertheless, Whilst taking those precautionary

measures we gtil) SeeK and will do oup best to achieve an .

international Sodution of the matter,

T think the Govermment can feel that ag o result of thig
‘Aebate they have the Support of almost the Whole House in What

they ape doing,
ab501utely Fim in thig matier,
the present situation.

—
Copy to:-
D, TI
SUEZ CﬂNAL—DISTRIBUTION

We ape not EO

1 assure hon, Members that we intend to be
We are not preépared to accept
ing to yield on this

ernational waterway must
CS5 or the spleen op the
E.nds *

H.M, Ambassadop for U.K. in Dublin

K. Embassy Washington
U.K, Delegation o

UsN. New York
Acera, Governor's Office

Canads House
Australia House

New Zealand Houge

South Afriga Houge
Rhodegig House

- SQUTH ASIA AND MIDDLE BAST DEPT,

MthRA.&nMMEy

Mr, T.W, Keeble
Mr. F.E, Cumming-Bruce

Mr. G. Riddel: (2)
Mr, L, Corkery
Misg IN. Gleeson-White
MI'. Fqu COI‘nEI‘

Mz, H.C. Templeton
Mr. J.G. Stewapt 523
Mr. 8,J. Olivier (2
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SECGRET 1st August,

: é(jt([,}u/w‘)'; k F7- Qﬁ%
lea. doshe, "Touez k4. Bt Yy

e

ﬂ(ﬁf};\ . Lord Hbme, 1n his minute of this morning to the
Foraign Sscretary, promised to let bim have later hig |
estimate of India's snd Pakistan's reactions. Hg has
now spoken to the two High Commissionsps and, whilse
neither as yet has instructions, they both gave the
impression that the reaction of thelr Governmentg
would be mnch the same as that of the other Common-
woalth Govermuments as described in Iord Homs's minute,
I am sending a copy of thig letter and of the
minute to the Foreign Secretary to the Private
Secretaries to the Prime Ministep and other members
of the Egypt Committes and to Hunt in the Cabinet

Offics.
«Ll/owl AV u-«-—?
(H. Smedlsy)
D.S. Laskey

Foreign Office.
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SECRET
FOREIGN SECRETARY

I have sesn the High Commissioners for all the
Comnonwealth countries; the three Asians in one group
and the four "oid Dominions" in anothepr. In gensral they
had not received instructions from their Governments but
the indications they gave were as follows:
2. Cansda, Australia, New Zealand, South Africa and
Ceylon would favour the calling of a conference of users,
3., These five countries would also agree that the
objective of such a Qonference should be to reach agreement
upon machinery for internatiQnal control of the Canal. |
4, All five would also agres that the aim stiould then be

10O securs Nasser's acceptancs,
5. All five howsver are in doubt as to the methods which

could be adopted to induce Nasser 1o agres.

6, 1 think it possibls that Indis and Pakistan would
also be prepared to go as far as this with the other five
Commonwealth countries and I shall report on this later.
7. It seems likely that all Commonwealth countries
would welcome tha chancs of attending a confersncs.

(Initialled) H.
lst August, 1956.
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British Embassy,
Copenhagen.

august 3, 1956.

Monsieur le kinistre,

1 nave been instructed by Her maiggti*s
Principal Secretary of State Tor Fore ffairs
10 make the following comsunication:—

der ¥ajesty's Governmeni in the United Kingdom

nave the honour to transmit Lo the Royal Danish
Government the attached text of a statement in
gggard to the Susz Cenal, issued in London on inhe

of Angust, 1956 by Lhe uovernments of France,
the United Kingdom and the United Statss. in
accordance with parsgraph 5 of that statemsnt ier
iajesty's Government nersby invite the Janish
Covernmsnt to take part in a Conference %o be held
in London on the 16th of iugust, 1956 in order W
consider what stegs could most appropriately be
taken to establish operating arrangements under &
interpational system designed Lo assure U
continuity of operation the Canal 3s guarantaed

the Comvention of Uotober 29, 18¢8, consistently
with legitimate ﬂg{ptian interests. similar
invitations are being extended Lo the Governments
of Egyph, France, Ita1¥, Netherlards, Spaln,
Turkey and the Union of Soviet soeisiist Republics
as parties to the aforesaid conventlion and Lo the
Covernments of iustralis, Ceylom, Ethiopia,
Federal Republic of GermIy, Greecs, India,
‘Indonesia, Llran, Japsn, New Zealand, Noruay,
Pekistan,  ortugal, Swéden, and United stabes of
imerica as govermments of nations largely concernsd
with the use of the Canal.

I have Lhe honour to be,
with the highsst consideration,
vonsieur le Ministre,
Your Excellency's obedient Servent,

E.A. Berthoud

His Excellency _ )
The Minister for Foreign Affalrs
Monsieur H.C. Hansen, ] _
Royal Danish Ministry for Foreign Affairs.
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statement on Suez Canal issued in London on
August 2, 1956 by the Goverpments of France
1 Kingdom and %

Tne Governments of France, the United Xingdom snd the
United States join in the following statement:

1. Tasey have taken note of the recent action of the
Government, of Egypt whereby it attempts to nationalise
and take over the assets and the responsibilities of the .
Universal Susz Canal Company.

This Gomgan{ was organised in Egypt in 1856 uder a
{g%gcnise to build the Suez Canal- and operate it until

The Universal Suez Canal Co. has alwsys had an
internaiicmal character in terms of its shareholders,

* directors and Qgerating personnel, and in terms of 1its

responsibility to assure the efficient, functioning as an
international waterway of the Suez Canal.

In 1888 all the Great Powers then principally :
concerned with the international character of the Canal
and its free, open and secure use without discrimination
joined in the Treaty and Convention of Constantinople.

This provided for the benefit of all the worid that
the intermational character of the Canal would be ‘
perpetuated for all time, irrsspective of the expiration
of the concession of the Universal Suez Canal Cp.

_Egypt, as recently as October, 1954, recognissd that
the Suez Canal is "a waterwa -ecﬂnomicaily, compe rcially
and strategically of international importance" and

renewed its determination io uphold the Convention of 1888.

2. They do not guestion the right of Lgypt to enjoy amd
exercise all the powers of a fully sovereign.and
indspendent nation, including the generally recognised
right, under appropriate conditions, to naiionalise assets,
not impressed with an international Iintersst, which are
subjsct to its political authority. Bul the present

action involves far more than a simple act of nationalisatic

It involves the arbitrary and unilateral seizure by
one mation of an international agency which has the
responsibility to maintain and to operate the Suez Canal
so that all the signatories to, . and beneficiaries of, the

-Treaty of 1888 can effectively enjoy the use of an

international watserway on which the economy, comnerce and
security of much of the world depends. -

/This
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This seizure is the more serious im its implications
bgcause it avowedly was made for the purpose of enabling
the Government of Hgypt 0 make the canal serve the purely
national purposes ol the Egygtian Government, rather than

t%eléggernational'purpOSe established by the Convention
") . -

~ Furthermore, they deplore the faclt that as an inclident
to its seizure, the B t1an Government, has had recourse
t0 what amounts to a denial of fundamental human rights
by compelling employees of the Suez Canal Co. Lo continue
to work under thrsal of imprisomment. '

3. They consider that the action taken by the Government

of Egypt, having regard to all the altendant circumstances,
threatens the freedom and sscurity of the canal as guaranieed
by the Convention of 1888. . | ' |

This makes it necessary that steps be- taken to assure
that the parties to the convention and all other nations
entitled 0 enjoy its benefits shall, in fact, be assured of
such benefits.. | a ' o '

4. They consider that steps should be taken to establish
operating arrangements under an international system designed

Lo assure the continuit¥6of“oseration of the canal as guarantesd
by the Canvention of October.29, 1888, consistently with
legitimate Egyplian interests. ' -

5., To this end they propose that a conference should
promptly be held of partiss to the Convention and other
nations largely concernad with the use of the canal.

- The invitslions Lo such a conference 4¢ be held in London
on ﬁugust 16, 1956, will e extended by the Govermment of the
United Kingdem to the Governments named in the ammex to this
statement. The Governments of France and the United.States
are ready t0 take part in the conference. . . -

Parties to the Convention of 1888:

Egypt, France, Itely, Netherlands, Spain, Turkey, United
Kingdom, U.S.8.R. L o -

Qther nations 1
Blner .

australia, Ceylon, Denmark, Bthiopia, Federal Republic of
Germany, Greece, India, Indonesia, Iran Ja an, New Zealand,
Norway, Pakistan, Portugal, Sweden, Unifed States of America.

mo2m
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hans . British BEmbassy,
UNCLASSIFIED
San Sebastian,
PRIORITY

Aagust 3, 1956,

INWEXED

L ad Etu,.lu/q}‘)

3
Mg

Desr Department,

The Spanish newspapers of Aungust 3 announce
in blaek type that the Egypilan Ambassader
viaited the Ministsr of Foreign Affalrs or Aungust 2
and informed him of the eofficlal point of view of
his Govermment on the nationalisation of the Sueg
Canal Co.,and gave him a text of the declaration
of Presgident Camel Abdul Nasser, in which guarantees wine
given that the freedom of mavigation in the
g ez Ganal will not be compromlised,and in which
the intentiocn of the Egyptian Govermment to respect
and maintain all international engagements, especially
the Convention of 1888 and the guarantee given in
the Angleo-Egyptian Agrsement of 1954k made clear.

2e The following 1a the text of the decleration:

"ﬂn July 26, 1956, the Canal Co. was nationalised.
Thie exercise of its right by the Egyptian
Government hams, however, creosted somes opposition
on ike part of some govermments, partiecularly
those of France and the U.X., This opposition
ie withcocut eany foundation seeing that the Suez
Canal Co. has slways been an Egyptian company
lisable, like other Egyptian compenies, to be
nationalised,

“This nationalisation in no way affects the
international engagements ef Egypt. We are,
as always, determined to homeur all ouyr
international engagements and both the Conventlen
of 1888 and the guarantee givan im the Angle-
Egyptian Agreement of 1954 sre and will be
© fally maintained., The freedom of navigetion
in the Buez Canal 18 not affected or compromised
in any manner or degree. 3Still more: no one
is more interested than Egypt in the freedom of
transit and in the preosperity of the traffie

. through the Canal,

‘lWe gre sure that the traffis through the Canal
will in future years justify all our hopes
and those of all the world. Egypt is eonvinced
of the justice of her poslitien and will not
turn aslde from the road which she hag laid
down, but will continmne forward in the serviee
of her own interesta and of thoase of the world
community ef aations.“ '

Yours ever,

African Department, Chancery.

Foreign Office S.W.1l.
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British EZmbassy,

{1426) _’,afff Erussels.

Ke. 13
RESTRICTED ;””' _ - " August 3, 1956,
I oy
Fes€ l'u,}u!w'ﬁ.?
_ﬂiﬁﬁﬂaﬁ
5
8ir, _ aﬁ}uﬂu\x’b

With reference te my telegram Ne. 41564 eof the st
of July, I have the henocur te tranamit herewith the
publizhed acceunt ef remarks mads by the Minister eof
Yereign Trade at & press cenference on the 30th ef
July, regsrding Belgian trade with Egypt and the reper-
cussiens on it by the Suez dispute. It will be ebserved
thet Mensicur Lareck's remarks were highly nen-cemmittal.
Mensieur Lareck was, hewever, spzaking in his cgpacity
&% Minigter of Fereign Trade in the context ef Eelgian
tra&e_figures fer the secondé half &f the yesar, and 1
do net censider that it is necessary te lend undue
poeliticel weight te his werds or te imagine that these
were uttered in his capacity a8 deputy fer the Minister
of Feoreign Affsirs during Mensleur Bpaak's absence in the
Belgiaﬁ Conge.
I have the hensur te b=,
With the highest rzspect,
| Sip,

Yeur ¢bedient Servari,

suchiere}

The Right Heneurable

Selwyn Lleyd, C.E.E., H.P.,
ate, .otc., ete,,
Feoreign Office,
Lenden, S.W.1.
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CONFIDENTIAL

B ¥ ! v

The following points were raised in the

Conservative Foreign Affairs Committee yesterds

evening.,

The Secretary of State dealt with all the

Questions, but you may like to have a note of them
in preparation for to-morrow's Debate.

(1)

(2}
(3}

(4}

(5)

(6)

{7}

(8)

(8)

(10)

Has Article 8 of the 1954 Agreement been
violated?

Could any future "Canal® be extended to
énclgge a strip of land, like the Panama
anal:s

Are we ready for World War III? Shouwld
the United Kingdom not get. war -economy
established before issuing an ultimatum?

What instructions have been given to British
sub jects in Egypt?

Great need for international approach,
United Kingdom will lose all Arab support
if we take this lylng down, but we must
attack the dictator attitude of Colonel
Nagser, not the Arabs.

Wnal, would Her Majesty's Goverument do if
a 20 year Soviet-Hgyptisn Pact were signed
now?

We should avoid United Nations.

As there has been no interference so far

with Canal, Her Majesty's Government should

rovokegone - but it must be confined to

"Egypt. We should not withdrsw troops from

Germany.

The stronger United Kingdom action is now,
the wider the support will be,

This is a unilateral repudiation of an
international wndertaking, with forced
labour imposed on former Ganal Company
employees. :

(11y 7/
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(11)
(12}

(13)

Can we mobilise Commonwealth opinion,
egpecially india?

Publicity must make clear issues to the
whole country.

Public opinion in United States universally
disapproves of Mr Dulles, and increasingly
in favour of United Kingdom, as our
positicn becomes understood.

b.,e_,'bun:g_.—ms

(A. D. Dodds-Parker)
Angust 1, 1956

African Departmsent,

Copy to:

Private Secratary
Iord Readin

3ir H. Caccia

Mr Ross

HMr P. Grey

Sir G. Young

Mr Vallat

- maoZm
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Mr. Ross | Ths Prime Minister has seen my
letter of July 30 to Mr. Millard
Copy to: reporting the text of a message issued

by the Suez Canal Company to its
éﬁgzﬁg%g%ggﬁ chief Representative gi Egypt.

. . 2. He remarked that the action
Sir H. Caceia | yhich the Suez Canal Company had taken
Mp. Sh rd was different from that which H.M.G.
ITAI-—ﬁﬂ%ﬁm-’ had decided to take in this maiter
African Dept. | (ftem 7 of B.C. 56 - 4th Meeting).
Frieauigue H.M.G. had decided to advise the )
] emfloyees of the Company to give notice

only when no more U.K. shipping was
assing through the Canal. He thought
hat we should remain in step with the
Company ahd that we should now issue
ingtructions to H.M. Ambassador av
Caliro similar to those sent by the
Company. If the Secretary of State
agreed, this should be done immediately.
If not, he might either discuss the
nestion with the Prime Minigter or
giscuss it with his colleagues on the
Egyptian Committee after the vole in
the House this evening.

3. When M. Millard telsphoned
to convey this information, I said that
the Secretary of Staie would probebly
have difficulty in attending another
meeting tonight, as he was engaged
with M. Pinesu. It seemed to me that
the decision of H.M.G. and that of the
Suez Canal Comgany'differed only on
the point of timing. The Company had
acted now, We did not yet know whether
their azction was effective. The French
Govermment, so far acs we Knew, had not
¥et endorsed the Com 's instructions.

wondsered whether the Secretary cf
State would think it necessary for
H.M.G. to hurry to do s0.

¢ Lo 4, There is also the point, which
I did not make to Mr. Millard, that it

is satisfactory Tfrom our point of view
that the Suez. analjg%%gggz_should advise
emploﬁees to leave. 15 one thing

for them Lo be blamed for disrupting
traffic through the Canal; it 1s quite

\ another thing for H.M.G. 10 be blamed

for doing sS0.

PN —
- . July 31, 1958
AR ’fE !w‘l"‘\‘-“"“fp 4
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BRITISH EMBASSY,

(14222/328/5¢) - Peris.

{ .
| ) i -~ August 7, 1956.
CORFIDENTIAL Je u,mif%c[‘_j g
\/B'-ﬁ—r I““L"‘" N

You $0ld me this mérniag that the

Prime Minister had acked to sec hhe text
© of M. Mollet's statement to the French
National Assembly on Friday, August 3.

———— 2, T enclose three copies of the statement
as recorded in the Freach eguivalent of
"Hansard" . You may wish %o keep one yourself
and perhaps you would let the African
Depariment have The third.

\79...... g L

r

rzﬁatso-hl_
e
(A. M. ralliser}

o ety ﬁjl” b (L
London, S.W.l. n
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DISTRIBUTION
Sir H, Trevelyan ’
No.1485 D. 12, 5 p.m, August 9, 1956
August 9, 1956 R. 1,33 p.m. August 9, 1956

TUMEDTATE

Addregsed to Foreign Office telepyax No,1i85 of Avgust 9,
Repeated for information to: Paris
Washington

sﬁ}g_\i\u"s DI JLMLELF,

My telepgrem No.l.h78: Suez Canal.

Gomhouria thig morning printg attack on Brltish and French
Consuls &t Port Said for alleped inoltement to Canal pilots to
down tools., Seme story is repested at length in Kiddle East
Hews despaich carried by Egyptlan Gazette,

2. Following is extract from Gomhourie:

"Phe British Consul at Port Said and also the French
Consnl are undertaking grave activities in ihe Canal
Zone, They incite the pilots in the Canal to cease
work, they also incite thoge who are undertaking
important work to refrain from dolng their work, they
push csrtain navigation companies to unsound actlons.

The Egyptian Authoritles sare watching this suspicious
activity; they will not keep silent over this action
which does not accord with the nature of the post of the
two Consuls, They will not allow the interruptlon of
freedon of navigation in the Cenal in &ny way. Middle
Eagt Wews hsa learnsd that British Consul in Port Saild,
and slso the Frenchk Consul, are holding periodical meet
ings with the pilets in the Canel, and others who are
entrusted with importent functions in the navigation
pperationg therein, and that the objeet of these meetings
is to inclte sbstisntion from work. The news agency
als0 learned that ihe Egyptlan authorities are watching
this activity with & watchful eye, and that they will not
allow intermuption of free navigation in the Cansl in any
wy". o }iﬁ-&hb
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Caire ielegrsm Neo,1i85 to Fereign Office
: -

%, Gomhourda elso reports actions by French owned Worms
Navigation Cempany indicating that latter does nol recognise
new Suez Csnal authority, Gomhouria learns that actions by
Horms were prompted by British snd French Consuls at Port Sald
whe have "continued during last few days to undertake actions
which were incompsiible with their diplomatic functlons and
against international freditions”,

Foreign Office please pass to Washington as my telegran
HG. 21(}. ! .

[Repeated 1o Washinghion]

ADVARCE GOPIES

Privete Secretary

Sir I, Kirkpatrick

M, Ross

Hesd African Depsriment

QM maz2m
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M. le président. La parole esi 3 M. Ie président du conseil,

M, Gu lldliel: dsident dw conseil. Mesdomes, messieurs, 1L
e faut, 4'abord, exprimer puEliquement 3 M. le ministre des

affaives étranghres, 10N ami M. Christian Pinean, Mmes remer
‘ciemenis chaleureux of ceux du Gouvernement unanimea pour
#action qu'il a mendo 3 Londres et les résullats qu'il a ohile
BYS. :

waloir 1'essentiel des préopeupalions frangaises, (Applaudisse
. snenis & gauche eb gur- plusieurs bancs ag cenire.) .

. Mon intentton n’est pas fle 1a peraphraser, mais de dégager
‘biigvement devant vous la signiflcation et 1o portée de la
jyiposte allide aux décisions du colonel Nagser. :

flien dans Ce que nous entreprenons et dans ce qua pous
réparons n'ast en aucung Inaniére dirigé comtre le maonde
arabe ou méme contre le peuple sgyplien, La France a maintes
ois prouvé sen arpitié a Iégard des pays du Moyen-Orignt,
#lle comprend lenrs prégecupations et Jeurs besoins. Elle 2 le
gouci qoe solent garanties leur indépendance- et leur. inlggriié

gerritoriale, le souci que se poursuive leur développement £60-

Domigue en vud dqu relbvement de leur niveau de vie, Et -

mhiome, malgré Vattitude prise’ 3 notre enconire au cours des
‘\derniers mois, malgré les déchalnements de la propagande, eli2
gorde conflance dans 1'avenir-des relations entre 1¢ peuple fran-
vaiz et les peuples arabes. ’ ' :

[ Noté ri;_msie nta pour but, quoi que ceriains atent dit & celis

gribuna, que la défense &'intéréts nationaux et de principes de’

‘peoleut paiverselle et non pas celle d'intérdts capilalistes qui
merpjent lésés par une pationalisation. o '

Je fais miennes les paroies qu’ont prononcees hier & ce snjet

M. 16 président et M. e vapporteur de-lo commissign des affaves

glrangtres. .

i 1g Gouvernement & le devoir d'assurer dans Lous les ¢as la
-protection des biens de:nos nalioniux — et il 1’y faillira pas
— ce probivme est de carjelére contentieux el non pas poli-
Yque. ‘ ' _ : :

ce “conire gquol noGS NGUS glevang, cé gue nous nradmeitrans

pas, c'edt quiun dictaleur commette une viclation grossiére g .

1a morzale internstionale, e'est qu'il prenne des mesores 1ni=
Batérales au mépris d'accords conclis, au mépris des regles du
droit des gens. .

i “Je dois relever d'abord, aprés M. Ae- minfstre des aftaires
étrangtres, les mesures inadmissibles priges par le colonel Nas-
e contre le personnel de la compagnie, peréonnel dont une
large proporiien gst francajse. Contraindre ces agenls b \ra-

wailler pour le eompte {u nouvel organisme dgyptien, soud 1a:

menace Aes peines de prisen les pins lourdes, c'est peut-2tre
admls dans cevtaines régions, mais g'est 4 mos yeux vinler les
droils fondamentaux de Thomme. (Appleudissements & gauche,
mw contre ef 4 drofie.) :

Cest insi_itu'er une forme nouvallg de travail forcé, ¢'est heur-
ter la conscience de tous les hommes libres, S

' Je dois relever, ensuite, les menaces que le colonel Massel

fait pesef sur 1a liberté de passage et 1g séeurilé du canal.

Pour nombre de pays, cest Véquilibre méme de lewr éconiomie

gui est aujonrd’hui en cause. Aussi 1a convention de 1883
- N

1

. %3 fermelé, son énergie, sa ténacltd ont pe'rmis dAe falre ﬁré~ )

ASSEMBLEE NATIONALE — SEANCE DU 3 AOUT. £956 ' " as7d

, prévoyaitelle — elxp!icitement'—- que, « dans Viniéret du
-mmonde. entier » 1 -caraciere interpational du cangl devrait

. atre assuré 3 titre perpétuel. _ o
Assurer la libérié et la séourité du-transit, e Dest pas seus

lemenit ne laire sucune discriiination 3 V'encontre -d’an usager
quelconue,cest aussi maibenir l¢ canal én bon élat &'entre-
tien, clest aussi gavantir que les droits de péage resteront H

“ges tanx nqlrmaux et exempls Q'arbitraire.

Alors, parlons Il_-anehemént: i politiquement i technique-
ment le réginie insensé du colonel Nasser ne donue les assil-
rances qécess_aires. Nous he Iaisons pas ¢onfiance 4 un dicta-

teur qui a prouvé en quel mépris il tenait ses engagements
ipternationaux, Nous ‘n*acceptons pas . de faire gependre les

relations éconcmiques entre I'Eurcpe et L'Asie b ses yisées

nalionaligtes,

La Erance- copsidére gue, seule, und aulorité internationals
chargée de la gestion du ecanal peut garantir 1a liperté et la
sécurité du transit, -

Cette position est pm‘tagéé par ";a firande-Brelagne el par les
Etals-Unis, Elle sra sanctionnée par la conference interna-

tionate qui vient d'élre convoquée. La France n'admelira. pas

que I'Egyple s"oppose 4 pa mise en CEUVIE,

Ce que je dois relever, enfin, dans 165 déclsions du colonel
Masser, dans les commentaires dent il les W entoyrées, cest

| 1a portée politique qu'il Teur a donuée s

Sa’ préoecupation premidre, ce 1'est pas &'sssuret le respeet

de droits légitimes de VEgypte. ce qui aufait pu renconirer

une compréhension générale. Ce qu'il a vouln, cest affitrner
définitivement qwil éait, Jui, le leader du monde argbe, qu'il

&tait lg « héros #, comms it "4 éerit lui-méme, qu'atlend le
peuple arabe. , ’ !

- e quiil 2 voulu, c’est asseolr sane canteste son autorité sur

les autres peuples arabes, alorE gque ceux-ci seront 1gg premiers
a pativ de ses visées impérialistes et.de son ambition {elle de
youloir- les dresser demain- conire 1'Occident, au noin d'un

- gxpansionnisme dénesurd,

I y a quelques jours, fe rappelais devant 1a presse parle-
- mentaire le programme que Nagger s'était tracé dang La Philo

sephic de la revalytion, une brochure Lrop peu connue; dont
Pillustration seule suffit 3 montrer e qu'elie est. -
. : .t ’ »

El. marcel Naegelen, Hitler J L

M. 1o présideni du consell. Bien avant le 26 juillet, Pavais’
d¢ja eu Voceasion de dénoncer publiquement, par de longues
citations, Tambition. effrénde de-Nasser. Des scepliques ou des
sages m'ont reproché alors d'user d'arguments de polémisie.
T& m'ont fait remargueér que c'était 1a hrochure déja vieille. |

C’était faire bon marché des faits. Masser lul-raéma vient de
leur réporrs. « Noud posagdons; déclarait-l mercredi dernier
4 Aboukir, une force €norme, terrible, qui a'étend de "Atlan-
tigue au Golfe persique. Je Yai it moi-meme ‘dans La Philoso-
phie de o répolulion, Tous BOMMES uhe force immenze.
Aujourd’hd, Je paparabisme esi une rhalité. Nows libérerons la
monde arabe da YAtlantique jusqu'au Golle pergique. »

[st-ce que Nous saurons firer les tonséquences de ecet avérlis-

sement 7 {Applandissements & gauche, au cenire, o droife el
sur quelgues bancs A Pextréme droile.) o

Yo ne veux pas cacher que j'attends, non sans (uelqus curiee
sjte, de voir avee quels argumenis certaing esgayeront de
‘détendre la cause de Nagser devant la classe puyridre. (Applats
dissements suf fes mémes bancs, — Protestations & Tentrémé
gauche.) ’ .

[_I. Jean Pronteau. Nons Attendrons la cause de la paix 1

k-

¢

i
Nagser, dene, n'a rien renid de son livre, ni de sey inthes. -
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neipaux Téspen
ions & gpuche.)

gue la complicité tacite et T'appui.de I'Union soviétique lui

vaodraient. Vimpunité set Ini permeltrgient de poursvivre ses
rives d’hégémonie du monde arabe et méme, su deld du monde

arahe, du merde musehnan,

L riposte cakne, mals ferme, des irois grandes pulssances, -

lui prouve aujourd’hui qu’il s'est cruellement trompé.

" Avec résolutlon, saps vains dclats, les Troig ont Iait con-

naitre i Nasser.les tdgtes auxquelles il devra se plier, _
Novs avone décidé la cobvocation d'ane conférence sur Ie
slatul do canal, o
* Nous serionsnous engegés.s 4ans la poursuite trop longne de
négociations trop-vagues, avee trop de participapts » ?
Il n'en est rien, vous I savez. R ' _
Ta conférence se-rénnit Aes le 16 200t.-Ele doit travailler

rapidement. Son objectif ‘est clairement axrété et les Trois sont |-

décidés & empicfier tout atermoiement. .
Elle rassemble les’ pays -directement intéressds & Vusage du

canal. Sa corivoeation prouvé qoe les Trois agissent dans Y'inté--

Y&t commun dn monde, an conformité du droit ot de I'équite,

Non, la conférence de Londres. né -sera pas Vélouflement,
Yenlisement de la volonté francaise. Elle sera  l'affirmalion
@'une volonlé commune de 'immense majorité des nations en
cause. '

‘Nmus les inaposerons & Nasser si, dans un dernier defi, il pré-
lend les ignorer, _ L T
Je peux donner 3 I'Azsemblée l'assurance que les, mesurés

nécessaires sont d’ores -of déji prises en France, comme elles

fe sont chez pos amig britannignes,
Yai . mol-matme . donné -ici le —eonseil

e o volaméc-appuyée sur celle d'un Parlement, d'un peuple résolus,

o Irappé l'cpinion mondiale, a pesé sur la déclsion de granids .

pays amis, :

Le Gouvernement eontinuera dans cetle voie sans forfanterle, |

mais sans esprit de recul. Jl-sail I'étendue. des respomsabilités
.qui plsent eu ¢e moment sur les alliés. 11 n'a pas hésilé an

instant devant elles. I1 lez assumeéra jusqu’an bout. {(Apploudis- -

. sements & gauche, oy cenlre, & groile

: s 4 et sur guelques bancs &
Uexiréme droite.} ' . B

M. Je présidont. Acle est donné ay Gouvernement de sa com-

« prunication.

T

M. e # i % ooueli ApTis ces violations du droft des
gens et de.ia moralité infernatipnale, Nasser a pent-dire espérd

{£est sur ces bases seules que noOYS NOUs Bommes en%agés. :
) Les rigles qui seront confirmées le 16 asit seront appliguées.

‘d'#tre plus sousienx
d'action réelle et efficace gue d'énergis verbale, Ce conseil, le -
Gouvernemant I'a suivi le premier. L'affirmation simple, de ea -

& reversibilité
mis en distri

_d'inserire
en idte

. Ds directes et lés
tier desting an Any

83 0U régl_efnen-
agricoles, lez all
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