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' 1 Cc:-lar.el Fasser el 11-v1tei Snepllo\r to’
yeawenee 1 8 JUN 1956 Calro before he became Foreigi Mirister; w=nd
now seems to- fegl(tne reel for some western.

Y Y p HED counter-baslanceX {the Russians may even have
YEPLY ATTACHED. ! | sugrested %o him the need to avoid rousing

Angla-Saxan appre.her.sloua too far)

2._---'5 Colanel Nasser first. let 11; te krown that
he wantel the Minister of State or the . N
Seeretary of State for War to.accept an

invitation. ' We did not f&vour this. He then

asked Sir Brian Robertson.. ~Both felt thot
ir, might sci-asg a counterweight to Sheplilov

' Sir,
8 cvem f and -help 4o prevent the celebrations from

becoming. an enti-British demorstration,

Moreover we still want to keep Colonel

Nasser guessing and shoulﬁ a,void snubbing
1

hlm in public unduly..; B tor e

13, Sir Bplan Robertson dld not want t0 go
- 'in a ‘purely persoral capacity because of the
role he had played in megetiating Britain's
withdrawal from. Suez; and asked Tor the
_ : . public. b13538§% of. HerkMajeety 2 Goiernment
. . -~ 7 '|%he Foreign ice spokesman put ou a
-eztsigngzggtggﬁea.- ’ stahemen‘b on thﬁse 1:.1'1&5. o .

.,“a-..»

- EGYPT {GENERAL SIR BRIAN . L, .
ROBERTSON'S VISIT}.  © .
. 73 Captain “Waterhouse asked the i -
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs why |
his Department have officially approved .
the visit of General Sir Brian Robertson | -
ta Egypt for the cclebranons followmg
m:tlsh evacuation.

-~ "t ] Lotd John Hope : Thelsthot.l'unehas !
(LS coo i been officially proclaimed the National ,

P
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i _ ] Diy of Egypt. It marks the fulfilment !
SO . of the first stage of the Anglo-Egypian P
_43 .| Apreement. Representatives of many i
. : | ; foreign couniries have accepted invitar |
MR . tions, My right hon. and leatsed Friend !
S * considers it appropriate that a distin- | -
puished former Commander - tn.- Chisf |
should accept the Egyptian Prime =
Muusler § invitation on this occasion. | -
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16th June, 1956.

Aﬁé&tf ,afﬂaﬁ¢%~ﬁ7; 27 iﬂ?ﬁ’df-.

I see that the "Daily Telegraph"
attacking my visit to_Galrc.

is bitterly
Tollow.

Gthqr attacks may wall

I hope that H.M G, will con

tinuu to moke it
very plain that thay wanted me to &

coept the invitation,

As you know, 1 should not have gone unless I had
been urgeqd to do 8o, _ o : : o

" 4 et

The Rt. Hon, Selwyn Lloyd C.B.E, T.D.,
Qe G.,M.P.,

Iq/,g M.lw TWMWW
MMAM M?MM%W
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I telephoned Sir Brian Robertson” this §
morning about Nasser's invitation to him to visit ||
Egypt for the June 18 celebrations. I explained  fI
that you and EDB'P?ime MinistaP felt strongly that 4
! - 1t would De an:excéllepﬁ'thing 1t he could accept.
ﬁ% : Golonel Nassgrfhad invite@ Shepilov before he

‘bacame Forgign Minister and now seemed. Lo feel
himself in a bit of a spot.  We felt that
28 General Robertson's preéence might make all the _
?E% difference in preventlng the celebpatlons becoming %“
) an antl-BPltlSh demonstpatlon. j | i
E; | PR #fter some h951tatlon General Robert son 7
said that if you and the Prime Minister felt this |
~way he could not possibly refuse to go. He was, £$
howaver, anxious that his visit should net have
- | oo .perscnal a labeltéttachEﬁ Lo it.' He gid ??ﬂ
: not want it to go out .that he had been asked in |

a purely personal capacity because he personally ;;5
1 | ‘and more than any other single individual was the %ﬁ
% man who negotiated Britain's withdrawal from Suez. i§$
i He hoped thoerefore that in any announcement about -
his going it would be made plain that he went with '??
the blessing of H.M,G.. I said I felt this

was a perfectly accaptabla comppqmise. lie could

not say . that he was'H.M.G’s official representativa

but would be vary'ready'tobay that we approved his

- accepting/
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putting it.

'General Robe prtson

aceepting the invitation.
said this sesmed to him & very fair way of
I of course thasked him very

warmly on your behalf.

(Anthony Nutting)
June_14th, 1956

=

El

i
il
o
i
i
vl

i




“:L{;‘%@*/ / / (Re&s I :ra'uqvlﬁﬂ

BRITISH TRANSPORT COMMISSION AN

THE GHAIRMAN. ere, MARYLEBONE ROAD,
Tel:Ambammador 7711 . .

LONDON, N.W.1,
CONFIDENTIAL

gth July, 1956.

In response to your letter of 6th July I gzive below
a synopsls of my Impressalons of the Parede of the Egyptian
Armed Foreces on Wednesday, 20th June;

Discipline

The marshing wag undqubtedly & preat improvamant on
anythiing 1 had seen before from the Egyptian Army. One
sxpects the cadets of the Military College to march well
but 1 was surprised by the way in which the ordinary units
went by and partieularly those of the Nationsl Guard. This
is, as you know, roughly the equlivalent of our Terriborial
Army. The men appsared to be reasonably well turned out
and the officers were on the whole younger and slimmer than
they used to be under the old reglme., It 13 of course well
known that the Feliahln form good fighting material, being
individusally brave, hardy end capsble of eonsiderabls
fanaticism. Hitherto they have had no offlcers to lead
them and I was therefore particularly interested to notice
the bearing of the ¢fficera on parade.,

Hqulpment

The Egyptlans have now got & terrible pot-pourrl of
equipment and semples were shown of French, Briltish,
American and Soviet manufacture. The administrative
problem which this creates 1s obvious. -

Among the tanks the Centurions stole the show., They
‘'went by together, fast and smoothly. The Joasf Stalin
tanks went by in ocnes and twos with leng intervals in batween,
and I undersatand that gquite a few never left the starting post.
I do not know whether they were driven by Egyptlans or not,
but it may be that the trouble was due to 1nexperienced
Egyptian drivers. As 1s well known, the Stalln tank is a
rough Job compared with the Centurion. Accommodation and
protectlon for the crew ls particularly scant.

Qreanisation

s The revolution has not yet suceseded in perfecting
orgenisation of these functicns. The alr display was
ragged and many of the aeroplanes were well out of line so
that they did not come over the square at all. Apart from
the ragged march past of the amour, referred to sbove, the

/Parade

The Rt, Hon. Sslwyn Lloyd, C.B.E.,T.D.,Q.C.,M.P.
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Parade wes interminably long and boring for the spectators.
When it was over pandemonium breke out. The saluting base
4. was mobbed and the Generals and other officers had to use

A their fists while the Prime Minister got into his ecar, I _
_ understand that the same thing had happened at Port 5aid

gl two days previously and that the party returned from there
8 : black and blue, HNo attempt was mede to organise the

A departure of the guests, Shepilov pot away falrly qulckly
k- but the rest of us stood sbout for a long time until our

i cars could fight their way to the stand.

hi: Perhaps one of the more encouraging features of the
Y morning was that Heklm Amr and Zacharil Din, at Jlunch In

% the Bmbassy afterwards, freely discussasd the shortecomings
b of the morning'a performance and planned how to improve

b matters for the future.

Commenta

My recent vislit to Egypt was much oo short for me to
form any clear impression sbout the Egyptian Armed Forces
at this time, It 1s, however, certalin thet there 13 some

Improvement visible, "both 1in tralning and in naspuitnani,eyﬁﬁL"ﬁwdp
by comparison with the posliion thres years ago.

Revolutions sueh as the one which has occured in-Egypt

generally produce an Increase 1In efficiency end ruthlessness
in the armed forces.

. The probability in my opinion is that the Egyptians
would fight courageously partlculerly against the Israelites
Thelir elfficlency, however, would be conslderably handicapped
by the hotch-poteh of equipment which they possess and by
their general Iincapacity for efficlent administration.
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You might be interested to
read the enolosed letter from
84r Irian Robertson sbout, the
Zgyptien perede on Independenca
lDﬂN . ' ' |

T8y SFLW/YM LOYD

Ion, 8ir mthony en
K.G,, F.C,, M,0,, H.P
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CONFIDENTIAL e e}

sir, o |
- The coﬁplation-of the withdarawal of the British
troops fram the Canal Zone was made the occasion for
a periea ﬁf festivities in Egypt to which many
reprasentatives of th@sﬂréh'warld were invited,
Thoss who gacepﬁaﬁ_in#itatiqns inclﬁdad the Crown
Prince of Morocco, the Daputy Prime Minister of Tunisia
and a brotbep of King Sahda Delogations came from all
the Arab eduntrles and military contingents from Syria,
ths Lebanon, Jorﬂan, Saudi Arabia, the Sudan and the
Yemen. Irag sent military representatives but mo
contiﬁgéntg shiefly Gh the ground that the Egyptianﬂ
had sent ho conxingant to the Habbaniya faativitiea
last year. uonﬂiaur Shepilov waa invited as aditnr
of Pravda and accaptad as Foreign Minister of the Soviet
zUnioﬁ. Gensral Sir.Brian Robertson was sent a.personal
invitation after informal enguiries had been made as to
whothor an invitation to the Minister of State would be
acceptod, General Robertson attended the celahraﬁions

o-u/ﬁith

The Rt. Hon. Selwyn Llnyd, GsBeBs, U, Pa,
Etc., etﬂo’ ﬂtﬁ.
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with the epmroval of Her Majosty's Govefnment; I have
sent despatches on the visits of ilonsisur Shepilov and
@General Robartsdn..L ' |

2, on any account, it was a great occasion for the
Egyptians, Bin¢a for ﬁhe'first time within living memory
there were no foreign.troepﬁ cceupying the country.

At the same time; it was not entirely an gasy moment for
the rédgime. The procléimea fransitional period was at

an oend and it waes ngcessary for tho revﬁlutionary leaders

to redeem their pledge, to move towards a parllamentary

régima. However, thias perliamentary rdgime was clearly
geing to be. in fact only the dictatorahlp of Colonsld

Nasser, supported by a subservient parliament, as resal

opponents of fhe régime were to be excluged .from
standing., uofqovér,_cplonal Nesser was to lagitimise
himsélf by a plebiscite which could only have ore result,
Thé_régime di&'nnt appesr tc be any more popular, however
aécure, and the conat}tution_hﬂq eroused no great
snthuslasm, ._Satirical;afarias, endemic in a
dictatorship,-wera circulating in Ceiro and there was
clearly some dissatiasfaction and apprehension at

inereasing Communist influence, st leaat among the

. 8ducated pepulation of the older generation, who had

known & considerably higher degree of political freedom
in the past, On the other side thore wers indicaetions
of some dissatisfaction among the younger officersa with

the revolutionary leadership.,
' «oesBe
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Be The celebrations ware designed to culminate id the
plebiscite on the conatitution and the presidency. For
several weoks beforehand the Minigters, who rarely leave
Calro, conducied a serigq of politiéal mastings in the
countryside. - The celabrﬁtiohs, which began with the |
hoisting of the Egyptien flag on Navy House 1in Port Baid
by Colonel Naseer, ended with congratulations on his
eIEctioh. The festivities in Cairo included a masjor
speech by Oolonel Naseer at a.mésa meeting, a parage of
the armeqd fbrcaé,-a_paraae of decorated vehicles, and an
official dinner et the Officers' Glub. Specisl efforts
were directed towards youth through sporte festivals,
carnivals on the Nile, a march-past of Youth Qlubs and
a cafmony modelled on that customary &t the Olympic
Gamas, involving thé carrying of a lighted torch by
relays of'runﬂﬁra'frﬁm Port Said, = (Qfficers of the
Armed Forces peceived special attention; they were
presentlin larga numbers at the dinner at the Officera’
Club and themselves gave 8 dinner on behalf of the
newly elected Presigent, They were prominent at all
funetlons and were allowed to entertain approved
civilians at various'ﬁoﬁularirecaptianﬂ throughout the
week, A long 1llst of promot‘.iﬁns in the Forces was .
published to merk the oceasion.

& I encloass & note on the parédﬂ of the Armed Forces.
The troﬁpa were well drilled and smartly turned out amd
the parade, which included ebout 150 tanks, probably
produced a lively impression of incressed Egyptian

. .-./strength
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strength amongst the apectators frowm home snd abroad.
The Centurions wmade the beet showing, while the proegress
of the Russaian toanks was much less even and some of them

eertainly broke down oui of aight qf the spéctatora.

"The weakest part of the show was the fly-past of the

Egyptian Air Porce which cccasioned adverse comments
from General Hakim Amer snd WIﬁg-Comﬁanﬁﬂr Boghdadl who
lunched with ma afterwardse., |
B From ocur point of ﬁiew the least Satisfﬁctory item
waa the parade of dacbrated vohicles brganisea by the
‘Ministry of Nationsal Guidance which toolk place befora
Colonel Nasser snd which I and the majority of my
diplomatic colleagues did not attehd. It was
incigentally badly organised and got well out of hand
towards the ehd. Fart of it éontained vehiciea

- 111u3tr&ting'industrial or agricultural production; .

the other part wos a historical survey 1llﬁstrat1ng
ineidents of the British oceupation, incluﬂing_tha
bombardmaﬁt of Ai&xandria,'the.battle of Kaff el Dawar,
events ﬁf 1919 and 1955 and the Denshway incident, which
~was played qﬁ to some extent during the celebrations in
view particulerly of the coincidence of its fiftieth
anniversary with the end of the British occupation.
I do not think that this part of the pareds was
daliberatély planned by Colonel Nasser as an énti-British
demonstratiocn, It was no doubt the design of thé
fellow~travelling Minister of ﬁﬂtional Guildence and I

have boen informed that Colonel Nassbr ruled cut a

v+ o /nUmMbe




numver of anti-British itoma before the parade began,
The main purpose of this parude wes to represent Colonel

Hassér a8 the champion of the fellah, the worker end -~

There was no more applaugs for the
I

the ordiﬁary-man.
anti-British items than for the rest aof the show.
am conveying to the Minister of Fbrﬂign Affairs and to the
Ministry of National Guidance our feeling that anti~-
British items should not have been allowsed to appser in
the parade., I enéldae a detailed report of it,
6.  The masses were entertained by decorations,
illuminations and firaiorks,-thoughffha psucity of the
decorations on private houses and shops seemsd to argue
a8 cortain lack of anthﬁsiasm.'l,Concessionnl fares were
given on the railwasys, but we could see little evidencs
of the arrival of many fellaheen in Cairc for the
occaBlon, | The crowds in Calro treated the celebratione
as & good holiday and dhviously enjayed.thair'outinga.
The sgueares &ﬁd opan plaoces ware filled with young men
ang wamen.strolling abaﬁt and with families sitting on
the grass like an English Bank Holiday crowd, The
Egyptians do not seem to be great applauders ang it was
clear that ofgﬁnised claquas ﬁerﬁ in operation throughout
the week, Thare was a certain smount of grumhling heard
that food was better than guns, but it would be wrong to
minimise the-effect of the waek's_féstivities'on large
nurbers of people into whom the Egyptian Govermment were
saaking by these means to instil some modicum ﬁf national
pride gnd some genuine faelihg for Colonel Nasser and |

his Government. Reports froﬁ my Consular Officers

comment on the friendly holiday mood of the crowds in
other towns, the ghsence of any enti-British feeling or

of any anti-British references in official spseches,
- -../thﬁ
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the good turnéqut,of the traops.ﬁarticipating in the
parades and the evident relief of everyome concerned
when conﬂitioﬁﬁ;rﬂtufned_to norﬁél{; A noticeable
feature averyﬁhﬁfq waaitha.totéi-aﬁaanna-af even the
slightest &ambhatration againet individuael British,
although I travallea on many occaaion& wltly the flag
up thraugh thick Growds.

T Galonel'ﬂasser'a statement on the 18th of June
ovar tho wireless was in the form of a brief address to
the Egyptian'péoble outlining their history and
emphasising thﬁlsuccaaa of the revolution in freelng
them from 1nta§nal end external domination, Tha'pasaaga
about the Britiaﬁ'was in terms which we_nﬁturally regard
as nbjectionﬁble, though the Egyptlans professed to oee
nothing wrong. 1n it,

Be Coleonel Hassar, who does not erte out his

apeaches barorehand and speaks only from notes, had

told me beforehand that ne ﬁaa:going to make a atatemeﬁt
in rosponse to a request by tha-Egyptian.State
Broadecasting dnmpanr, but it was cleapr that ho did not
regard this as ﬁf'great importance and designed the
speech on the 19th as his ma jor stétement of internal

and exiernal policy. The majority of this sBpeech was

deveted to internal affalprs, being largsly en
sxplanation of the familiarféix aims of the revolution.
The one statement whioh was recsived with really genuine
gpplause was the announcement of the abolition of

martial law, though the powers which it has since been

s o /aNNOUNCEA
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announced have héan grant.éa-t,o' the Minister of the

Interior, seem to have the effact of retaining much of

the previous system in force, .lIn’his remarks about the
future the emphasis was on the'continuation of the
revolution and the'period of struggle, yithlﬂtringent
wafnings againsi,tha opponents of the régime and a elear
indication that internal'ﬁedurity ﬁould be rigorcusly
maintained. |

Qe In the passage on forelgn ralationﬂ, Colonel Nasser

undarlined hls policy of non—alignment. Having been

'assured beforshangd that a friandly reference to Great

Britain would be received in the same spirit, he made

some attempt to bury the hatchet and acknowledged that

' Great Britsin had fulfilled her pledges. At tho same

time he made no secret of his pollicy towards the Arab
worid. He said: "wﬁ_muat-strengthan.our561Ves to-day;
se that we mey be frae ana.ﬂo that We mayjbé #bla £Q
liberate the whole of thenﬂrah,world'from Meroceco to
Bagdad, and so that the land of the Arabs will be for
the Arabs and not for occupiers and exploiters”.
Colonel Nasser may haﬁe b§enlfhinking primarily of .
Algsria, But we should cértainly'nnt ignore the
implications of this- goclardation for British interests

in the Middle East, though it must still cleariy be ouf

aim here to try and convince the Egyptians that they will

be unwise, in their own interests, to continue to

encourage, by their action and propagande, opposition to

our Treatlscs and engagements with the territories
concarnad, I shall taka an aepportunity to seelk an

olucidation of this pasaage.
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10. As in Colonel Nasser's speech to the Co-gperatives,

thers was swrprisingly 1ittle about Palestine, He
described it as "lost and cccupied" and one of the alma
of Bgyptian policy as tc ensure'that what has happsned
in Palestine may not be repsated", and "that we may be
able to restore tc the people of Palestine their right
to freedom and,lifa“. This paaaage.waa probably
intentionally vague. | _

11 . @given all the circumstances, thﬁlaﬁeech and the

colebrations were better than they-might hava heen,

Qolonel Nasser has since given & friendly wmessage to the

paily Herald and appears for the moment to wish to improve

public relations betwsen the United Kingdom and Egypte

Whether his aections and.Egyptian'pragaganda will support

this apparent desire to be more friendly, remains to be

508

18, I am sending o copy of this despatch to Her Majesty's

Ambassadors in Amman, Bagdad, Demescus, Belrut, Tel Avl

Vs

Washington and Ankara, to the Political Cfficer with the

Middls Baast Forees 1in Cyprus and to the Regional
Information officer in Relirut, |

I have the honour to bse,
with ths highest respect,
8ir,

Your obedlent Servant




