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Ha Ministar !rlll be attending.

. 2 Sir Brian Robsrtscn has been pcrsonally mvitcd
by Colonel Nasacr and has mcepted. :
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SENTTODEFT. | f oo yery much in twe minds sbout the right somrse ._ﬁn

Al dhis, It secmod te we highly unlikely that the Seviet
Government would cancel Shepilev's visit, particulsrly ag it

© has now been publicly anneunced. Alse I thomght 1% quite _
1ikely that if I spoke te Bulganin abont i% he would tell the
Fgyptiens I had dons g, Flnally there waus the secondary.
oonsideration that it might meke xy future relatlons with
Shepllov awkward if, baforo I had even been able o pay wy
first offioisl orll on him, I hed gono behind his Luck te
Bnlg;anin nn a matier 1u whioh he wes so intimatsly conaerneiu :

2, On the other hani it samd posaible that aven if we |
oould not induce Shepiloy ta give up bis jowrney a hint te
Bulgunin right epsure thet he behﬂad disorectly in Caire.

3. Just 2s I was &un/‘i::vluw fo the Kremlin to deliver
your message o Bulganin shert Palestine (sco ny immedlately
preceding telegram) I saw a repetition of Colre telegram Ne,
985 which suggeated that even Hasser weg anxious te evoid

\1\'5- ‘embarrassnents in connexion with Shepilev's new inevitable
«9;-'.‘\“ visit, This seemed te make it oven less desirable for me ie
-~ weigh in tee strengly hera, partioulerly a8 if the Russiang
told the Egyplixns we hed dons se this might iiuninh
}Iasser $ willingnuss not to enbmasa uB, .

. ho Accerdingly at the end of our eonvergation abent
Palestine I sald ie Bulganin that I was sorry 4t had not heea
pessible fer moe to sse Shepilev befare he left for Calre

/ ag
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On Saturday the Prime Minister agreed a

draft telegram to Moscow about the Canal Zone

evacuation celebrations, prepared by S8ir Ivone

Kirkpatrick. This was sent to the Resident Clerk

at the Foreign Office for despatch, but its _
despatch was held because in the meantime telegram ;;Aﬂ b
No. 995 snd later 988 from Cairo had- arrived. .- v fi
The Prime Minister is not disposed to agree thal

Mr. Kutting should go to Egypt, but he thinks it

would be well to modify the telegram to Moscow

to the extent of autherising Sir William Hayter

to take this action only if he thought right.

The main purpose of the telegram would be to

secure Sir William Hayter's views on the

desirability of making this approach. He is

anxious that Sir Villiam Hayter's views should

be aveilable in time for the metter to be dis-

cussed if necessary at Cebinet on Tuesday.

June 10, 1956. - -

This letter is to confirm the conversation
which I had with the Resident Olerk this afternoon. .
I zsked him if he would put the Prime Minister's
Pss e views to 8ir Ivone Kirkpatrick and if he agreed,
- to despatch the modified telegram to Moscow

%; r,b"“(;érc sccordingly. | | |
e Qe o a ; :
ﬁfn “\ 1 B o : : . 7W W”V'%-’
Heeas ﬂw”wu G o - NVe' liladrnewr
\ " Foreign Office.
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Following rrcun Prime Iﬁnister. |

| T an afraid that 1 ma:r he rogarﬁeﬁ 23 almost provocative
of the new Soviet Minister for Foreign Affairs to elect that his
first visit sbrosd should be paid to Fgypt at the time of tho
celebration or the uvamtion of the. caml zone,

2, 1 an aware that Russig snjoyn friaudly relations with ," '
Reypt and that the Minister for Foreign Affairs is within his
rightz in paying the visit., But the evacuation of the hase 1
the result.of a fraesly negotiated agreement and not a victory

for Nasser, ss Egyptlan propagands geeks to depirt. What I fear .
1 that the Soviet Minister for Foreign Affairs, 'by his presence,
will be associated with s ﬂishoncst anti-Britlsh ranifestation,
This I should deplore m the presemt stm of our 1mprov-f1 |
Anglo-Sovict rclations. g “‘1; o -

3. ' You may oonsider that to represent these considerations to
Marshal. Bulganin might be construed and resented as an attempt
- 4o interfere in the donduct of Soviet forsign relations, I would
1like you to congider urgently the ‘walue of such representations,
If you think they would do good, pleage speak to Marshal Bulganin
pccordingly, emphssising that you ars msking friendly | |
representations and that what preoccupies me is the impact of the
proposed visit on Anglo-Soviat relations., The presencs of Soviet
Ambassador would not have & prejudicial effect. But the appearance
of the Soviet Minigter for Foreign Affeirs on hils first visit
ghrosd is what would worry me, If however you think it would
serve no useful purpose to speak on these lines, plesse report to
me urgently, If you declde to act, I would llke you to report the
- result of your repregentations by. 10 a,m, GM,T, Toesday.

[copies sent to Ho, 10 Dorming a‘l;rcat}

DTSP'RIBUTF.D 'I'O’- :
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- You asked me to remlni you to take up - __If}i§ 
1th the Jordanlans the question of -

Ali hbu Nuwar's V151t to Bgypt for the '_- _ éf;

' 19th.of June celébratlons. Ynu said that

you were heglnnlng to tnlnk thab they should

be told that there was an and to our

patlence and that“lt had Just about been

' ? reached w1th tnis V1s1t. B |
-1 am sandlngra copy of ﬂnis to the

Departmant and asklng them to submlt on it.;

',"|
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CONFIDENTIAL

The Secretary of State has minuted tf the Primsﬁfiﬁﬁff"“
Minister that he would maka further enquiries of the- .
Aubassador in Galro about thﬁ 11kﬁlihood of the Evaauation
Celebrations in Gairo being conﬂucted.withcut antlerztish
_speeches. The Prima Ministar 13 aapecially concerned because
of the invitation to General ali Ahu Nuwwar Pf Jordan to

2, Sir H. Travelyan auggested (Flag A) that we might genﬂ

him 1natructiona in due courae.;' I think he should clearlx

£0. This is an Anglo—Egyptlan occasmon and

the Egyptians -
have carried out their sid& of the hgrgain -
3. I sﬁbmit a drart telggram to Gairo.

4. Levant Department agree. ,Hja
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vEOL suggested thaL we - mlghi take up wzth ths |
Jordanlanslthe question;of_A1; Abq Nuwar's visit to

Fgypt for theaqalabrationgign Ju@érla_(ﬁmman'tél. no.
HQWEI I agraa that, this'is an5unplea5ant bus1ness _
The Egyptiens have been told that if they use the
" occasion to gloaL it w111-hawe a very bad effect here;jf
Fawzi reacted well and suggested thaL we should have |
nothing to complain about Thera has been some
evidence that thﬂy may be preparing 8, "naw look" pollcy
for that occasion, L '. SER |
3, It seenms to me that our Ambassador will have to go -
to the celebratlons 1f asked After &ll R claimed
at the tlma that the Agreement was 1n our oW 1nterasts. 
I do not thlnk we . ought to appear Lo be assuming 1n |
advance that it is. going to be an antiﬁBrltish occa31on

4, 1 am maklng further enqulrles . Me

not think we shou;dfeay*aﬁ?fﬁing tu t

Nuwyfﬂ/f,geing tolBegdad shﬂrtly and.we ' e urging
the raq1s to try to get thair claw_

o Tune 6,_1956




\Gﬁ';l ., ' CONFIDENTIM, L _' | d/
STV mmow sy T FUREIIGH OFFICE o //a :
Cypher/OTP \_3 : B I}EPnRTIiENTAL DISTRIBIITION
o | _;D..'T.S.'o's 'p.'m.’: Ju'ﬁéf'e,' 1956, i
June 6, 1956. iR+ £.25 pm. June 6, 19%6. L
PKIORITY
CONTIIRNTIAL

hddressed to Foreign Offlce tele#ram No. 834 of June 6.
Repeated for 1ﬂformat10n to Bagdad
| - Gairo
Beirit
Damascus
_and Saving to P.O,M.E, F "~ paris
e W&ahlngton - Jedda.

L11 Abu Nuwar, Chief of the General Staff Arab Legion, told
me this morning that he was not - (repeat not) going to Cairo for
the forthcoming celebrations though he had been invited, He. said -
he had been once and that was enough. Anyway he had too 0
moch to do.- He was shortly going to Bagdad where military talksi*
must take place before Nuri lefi on Jupe 17 and he was also
expecting & visit shortly from Syrian Chief of Staff fto arrangs
prectical implementation of - Jordan 8 recent mllitary agreement
with Syria. ' .

Foreign Office pass Begd&ﬁ 2?? Cairo 2.5, Belrut 213,
Damascus 138 and SaVJng to B0, M.E F. 77, Washington 132, Parig 166
and Jedda 43,

-

[Repeated to Begdad, Cairo, Beirut, Damascus and Saving to
r,0.)L,E,F,, Washington, Paris and Jedda,

DISTRIBUTED TO:

Levant Department?.
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i _ :
uestion has been conaldereql by

-:-.'I rh . I|'-

'miniate,ra 'T{ho agref; t.hat. for .you. to be: the only
4 R i: f .
ahaentae wou].d he, a misﬁalce. '

I,1 >s

1L, ﬂowever, an;',r
a.llied. Arah AmbaBSador ahould refusa the . _

invitation we w:nulni lilce to reconsiden the - a

attw ﬂ.

I have noted Fawzi & &asurance that the

Otherwiae you should, if mv:Lted

Ll

occasion would be handled correctly (your |

t;glegram No. |881) anﬁ Hasser 8 evasion of the

‘iie need hardly .

made (:l,'our telegram No. 908)
pamt.:_pu't he]parti;cular';_'importance or t.he
RN TGRS N e A (LT ERR :

proprietieg bei:ng crbaerved and I would. hope that

'.l

you _might, rim_)_ su:l.table occasion to ruh 1nt.o

; "?-jtﬁe,,!;;ﬁzyﬁﬁ?ﬁans"i hat 11 t esn onl:? further d&mae

B

Britiah demonatration. ) R :
» ( A’w L\,...e-ubv—“ W '. '_ i .l ,
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. Hessanain m. the jﬁurnﬂist-uonﬁdant of Hnsm,

- teld the Oriental Counseller last nighi that the Egyptisng
had assumod thet thers was no longer any Questien ef smﬁw
ooming hore: he had baan 1mritad & considerable tinme ago 2.
the sdlter of Pravﬂa. ' On enguiry they hed discovered he' -

sntended te ceme in apits of his change of atatus. Ham.l |

dm 1bed this dovulepnnnt TN "ﬂisastar" :

2. Fuphasizing that 1t was his ewn idea, he onquirel !
- whether there was any obance ef the Ministor of State lr
. the Seoretary ef State fer War, &8 the persons who had -

 signed the heads ef agroement and the sgroement rcspeotinly.

" acoepting sn invitatisn te attend and thus neutralizing the

_aftect ef Shepilev's pressuce. -Hoykel added that ears ©' .
~ weuld bo: taken sf our susaaptibil.tties in the speeches nn .

. the ouoa.shn ;mi that ﬁvun sems friendly refersnce muld
. ba included. : The mangmnta for the celebratisns had ;

: Emrptian promganda nttaoks -n us, i He;rkal hwever, *

r H
;,.: ;l i

‘Been quiokly alterad in exder _mvs= 0 zivc Sheptlev the |
, plme ar hohsur. Mt i

3. The Oriental c-unsnllir peinted sut that time was S
extronely short and that :u' would net bo easy for a Hiniatu'

of ‘the Crown ie mugpt an invitetion after the pralengei

- / tolephanq&

12.02,11-m Juno 3, 1956 - NEIih
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e jtelepn-ncd 1ater an;r:lng thnt hc hni disousseﬁ hiln :I.dea. vith
% ... TNagger. The latter had appreved 1t and )tas mrepared i
0 te Anvite Mr. Hutting, whe had. signod thc agreonoat nﬂ ‘Il'hﬂ.

. he knew better tham Mr. Head, 'Tho Oriantn.l Gnunullnr?

[ aaked hin net tn ra;aa ralsg hopua. I Y

La Heyka]. has alst atn‘hud thnt hu hai.,. on Jnno 7,
- ‘discussed with Nasser the quastiu of Shell c::phratin. .

‘licenses and was sura that the utter would Yo satiaraotarily
" gettled after the plabiseite on June 23: mesmwhile it was.
~important thet this "-;rosaibni.ty nhuulﬁ not be unthnzl Leil
: ;te thu unpanj.as. THR e e _ :

Fmign Ofﬂue plnass pass to Haaao‘w. Washingten Ianﬂ. :
: BHEiﬁﬁ a8 my telogruns Nes. 8, 206 and 207 respeotivelys

[Ropentaa tu Hnscnm. B&aﬂaﬂ am Sav:tng to Washingten].
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ﬁduquSLd to Wor91gn Office teleyran No._881 of ﬂay 22

Repeated for information Saving toi~ Washington
: ' - . ' PIO M.L Fc

ﬁnglo—Egyptian'Relafiohs;;;'

The Foreign Minister this morning himself roised the
question of the state of Anglo~Egyptian relations, making it

- clear that he wanted something to be done to iaprove then.

" He repeated my previous araument to him that there were in fact
no speeifically unglo~Egyptian questions of importance on which
we were at odds with each other, and that we should strengthen
our econonic relations as3far:as_we[qould and try and resolve
any other points'at;insue; He hoped for instance that the
question of compensation for dismissed British officials would
shortly be at last settled. He claimed that the Bgyptian
Goveranent were not hostile to owr interests and, in’ particular,
were fully in.agreement that Western economlc interests in 011
should be preserved. He 'said that they realised that the oil '
supporting the Western buropean econony was vitally 1mpartant
and that it would be foolish for them to overlook this. He ;
went on to say that. there were no probleas of real 1mp0rtance in
British relations with other Arab States, He was glad to see
that ouwr relstions with Saudi arebia were improving, even if
all gquestions between us were not yet regulated, and he felt*
that owr éifferences with the Yemen could be solved, They

would be glad to do what they could to help in this. He said ‘ )
that he thought that it was time for se to have another - iy

conversation with Colonel Nesser to. go over the ground that I
had giscussed with him (Fawzi) recently and that, if I would |
nake a request for such an interview, he wnuld arrange it.T;ﬂE

- /2 :
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- Cairo telegram Nn. 881 10 Fcreign Office
B 2
2. I said thet as he knew, we wanted. good relations. The

main trouble was that what .came out in the Egyptian press and
broedcasts was quite 1nconsistent with their declarations that
they were not opposed to qur 1nterests. How could they expect
their declarations to me to carry conviction outside Egypt if

‘at the same time they registered public horror that Aden might

 resein in the British Commonwealth and exhorted the oil- '

produclng countrlcs to get rid of Iﬂperlallst exploitation . of
their 0il? I developed this: theme_at souie length and the
Minister made no very serious reply, but he asked me whether
the broadeasts hed not improved lately. I sald that on the:
whole they were batter, though there was still some objectionable
material appearing, much of it helng extracis from leading -
erticles in the Egyptian’ rress. - He said that he would make
further attempts to 1mprove this - 31tuat10n, making excuses to

the effect thai by no means. everythlng in the press was
directed by the Governmeny and referrlng to the forthcamlng »
remm&l of pre:ss cmtrnl. : K

3. On the Yﬁmen I said thﬂt it was open to the Yemeni
Government to raise matters with us at any time. They had not
rsplled to our request, which had been outstanding for months,
that they should say what they wanted to discuss. They would
npt receive & British Minister at Taiz and they kept our
Charge d*Affaires af arms length. I gave him no encouragement
to believe that we wanted Bgyptian pediation and said that any
discussions between ng and the Yemen must clearly be dlrect .to
whlch he agreed. B :

be I then referred ta the forthconlng celebrations. of

the evacuation on June 18, 19 and 20 and said that the way in
which these functions were handled would be of inportance. If
the opportunity was taken for a certain type of rhetoric, then
the situation would obviously deteriorate further. There was,
hbwever, an oppertunity to use this occasion constructively and_u
tp eophasize that the agreeuent beiween cur two countries had
been, carried out meticulously end smoothly and that our
relations should now be founded on' the words of the preamble
to this agrcement I adﬁed that Af there were to be any

| ok - /oelebrationSees
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CONFIDENTIAL

_Calro tclepram No. 881 to Forelpn Office
;=3

celebrations to which the diplomatic corps were invited, I
tiusted that I should not be subjected to any embarrassment.
The Minister replied'that they would handle the natter most
~ correctly and tha$ bcth he anﬂ I pight spesk to Colonel Nasser
L on these *1nes. o o

5. I have usked for an interviav with Colonel Nasser
- in view of the Fareign Hlnlster 8 initiative. I shall emphasize
Cthat T am d01ng it on My own account and have had no recent
: 1nqtruou10n;_tn spe&k to hnm. SRR L

: Forelgn folce pass Saving to Washlnﬂton os’ my tclegram
- Nos 201. o ,-. ' - : _

[R*peat ﬂ v1ng te washzngton]
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Sir H, Trevclyan

No: 908 D: 8,12 p.w. May 27, 1956,

R: 10.12 p.um. May 27,1956,

SECREE _
Lﬂdreqsod to Forolgn Offlce telepram No, 908 of Mav 2?

Repeatcd for information Savlng to Washington
= PJLOMNLE.F.

My two 1med1atoly preceding telogrmns anglo Egyptian
relations, ' o : | L

Following is & oontlnuatlon of Kasger's polnts.

2. Nasser denied tham the Egyptlana had made any suggestlon
that the recent Egyptian-Saudi-Yemeni pact was directed ageinsti -
the Unltod K1ngdom I replied that, while I admitted that

therﬂ was no official statement made to suggest this; it was
=+ha fenour of Egyptlan propaganda that ihis was a diplomatlo
' dofoat for the British and that he should realise the effect
created in London by this propaganda. He said that ihe o
accusations made against him sbout Aden and Bahrain were tctally
without foﬁndation; implying that he was taking no acticn
against us there. He then repeated, as applying to his own
position, the story of. the man who had been sentenced to 15
years imprisonment for murder. On his release from gsol, he
met the man whom he was supposed to have murdered, took out
“his revolver and shot him. I said that it might be that he
was helleved to have done thzngs which he had not done; but
that that was the result of bhis propaganﬂa, he would have seen
a report in the Times from Amman that Egypt had, in the opinion
of the correspondent, probably much less to do with Glubb's .
-dismissal’ then had been criginally. thought, But it was ¥
perfectly natural for poople ta’ suspoct that it had been r}:
entirely eng1noered.by Egypt, in view of the concenirated
attack on Glubb by the Voice of the Arabs 10 deys before the
event, He replied that this, as he had told me, was the : .
result of the evidence which he. had received of Glubb‘s anti—
Egyptian speeches in the Loglon. He then complaineéd that you'
had apparently believed that he knew all about Glubb's
dismissal on your first evening's conversation on March 1 ,
This was not true, He had not known until efter the oonvexggﬁxn.
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3. Apart from saying that he had read the debates on the Sueg
Cenal and the High Dam, he had no comments on these questions.
He sald little on ihe Bagdad Pact except that his offer to stop
propaganda againsi it ’in return for gn understapding that it
would be "frozen" was gquite genuine, He repeated that he did
not want to deprive us of the oil which we needed. He also
again took the lime that in gereral he had no policy. He agreed
that there were no spaGificallF Anglo Egyptian questions
outstanding but said that they could not treat Bgypt as being
something completely apart and could not ignore the area around
Lgypt. His approach fo the. problems of the area was strateglq
and he thought about it as. a soldier.| 1 asked him %0 elucidate
and he gave as &n exanple hlS Oppﬂﬁltlon to the Bagdad Pact,
saying that he regarded 1t as ﬂ831gned progressively 1o 1solatu :
Dgypt. : - L

L. As enother 1rr1tat10n to him he quoted the Forelgu folCB
spokesman‘s statement that the British- Government had no
intention of inviting him to England, and referred to the
rermark by the Secretary of State for War on his visit in March '
that he should visit Bngland sometime. He said that he had
been asked by Thompson (his English publicity agent) whether he
would object to visiting the United Kingdom. He had naturally
replied that he would not without intending it to be assumed
that he was angling for an invitation 'the Daily Sketch had then
distorted this and the Foreign Office spokesman bad mado the .
corment quoted above.- I said that the Foreign Office spokesman
could hardly have said less without some g¢orrespondent
interpreting it as ‘indicating that the_Britlsh Government were
about to issue an inviteticon. . He did not pursue the point.

5. He sald that it would e difficult for him to make any
stutement indicating friendsbip to the United Kingdom without
somebody saying that this wasihis-responsé to pressure and that
it paid to be tough with Nasser. He referred to the cries for

& pun-bost policy in the British Press, This, ke sald, was a
suitable policy for Farouk but not for him who had no throme,

no hereditary position and no property. Moreover, he could not
go on describing his views since when he did Bo he was regarded
23 being double faced and tricky., He would, therefore, give no

! further interviews to British Press representatives for
publication, '
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6. He now felt that Britiqh'policy Was hostile
Citea -~ DU . o

to him ang
(a) the Prime @ﬁﬂistgrfs?st&teﬁent of March 7; - |
{(b) tha.Fcreign-Offjce $pokesman?s Statement of March 25,
- {q) the!campaign'in;thq!Bfitish'Press;
- {d) nhig report7of'fhe

Prime Hinister's
Bulganin avout prmsg

for Egypt;

(e) the statement by ¥r. Korne (sic)
Washington.in a'speech to some publig
he deseribeg Colonel Nasser as Public
jected that it ¥as ridiculous for hip
Guvernmentfs'policf

of & Britiathmb&ssjp

Suggestions to

of the Britigh Embasgy
institute in which
Enemy No, 1 (T inter.

to deduce Hep Majestys
Statement of g nemder

tough policy;j;fis”:

7+ I answered
Preceding telegr
continue the' gis
dinners, '
on leave,

cussion ‘gt
at the house of
He said that he ha

all these points ot the lines
*I and ended by saying that I
| a dinner on the lin
the Orientg} Counse] ]
d no objection,

or before he went

of my immediately.
hoped we coulg
€5 of our. previous

Pass to Waéhiﬁgtpn_as_my'te;?gram.ﬂg.-210 Saving,
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I, " 4 NORE DET:ILED REVIEY OF THE

STIGES_IN THE WITHDRLWLL OF .
BRITISH FORCES IN ACCORDAHCE WITH
 THE LRGIO-EGYPTILN LGREEMENT
! §
In the Summer of 1954 the British Forces statloned - .
in the Canal. Base totalled 8B,000. MXour Garrison arveas :
flanked the Suez Canal, with a fifth at Tel El Keblr, while
Royal Gir Force alrfields were in use at Shallufa, Kabrit
Kagfareet, Fayld, Deversolr, Ismailia and ibu Sueir. By {he
end of the first four month phase in the withdrawal of .
British Servicemen = one year ago - mora than the agreed 228 -
of these forces had left for home or for other stations - .
throughout the Middle East. By January of 1955 Shallufa S
hirfield and the Britisnh 4irmy’s Jerrican Fgetory at Fanara .
had passed to the Egyptian suthorities, - _ S

In the ensuing -menthsg withdrawal has proceeded
steadily., The spring saw all British Troops out of Suez and .
by mid=fpril all the major lnstallations south of Genelfa had . |
passed to the Fgyptian Forcea, or had been sold by private L
tender under the terms of the Agreement., = ' S

ts the gecond phase ended on 1Bth June 1955, civilian
technicians of the Suez Contracting Companles were actively .-
preparing for the take-over of the major installations they -
‘were to control. Discussions with the Egyptian Lrmy Eastern -
Command on such subjects as seaqurity, labour laws and the '
recruitnent of local employees were well advanced, while the
withdrawal of British Servicemen and families continued ahead
of schedule. The 9th June saw the last bilg ceremonial parade
held by British Troops in Egypt .when the Trooping the .Colour
ceremony marked the Officlal Birthday of H.M. the Quech. :

Following a period of close cooperation with the.
t.rmy, the Suez Contractors took over their first installaticn
on September 29, 1955, when the Engineer Base Group at Fanara
pessed to the Suez Contractors. On the followlng day an -
irpressive ceremony marked the hand-over of 2 Base Workshops .
ot Tel E1 Kebir by the Royal Electrical and Mechanical
Enrincers. By the beginning of this year all the installations
scheduled to be operated hy British clviliasn technicians had
been handed over. In additlion the Egyptian Alr Force had
talcen over. the big fighter bases at Deversolr and Kabrit.

By last Christmas &ll British Service familles had -
left the Garrlsong of Fayid and Tel El Kebir; the Carrlsons
themsgclves cloged in January as the last Bri%ish Troops left
the arem. A4ir trooping switeched to Lbu Sueir when Fayld
firfield closed to air traffic on December 3, 1555.

More than 270 separataiemharkations hod taken place
from Port 8aid and Ldabiya between the signing of the toreement o
and the beginning of 1956, Of the forces stationed in the _ i i

Pace on the date of signature, General Headguarters, Hiddle - | : o0
Tast Land Forces, two Infantry Divisions, and numerois S o
administrative units have re-deployed by sez and all. - -
8imilarly Headquarters, Middle East Llr Force, has departed, . e

togother with more than three quarters of the squadrons and = N R
ancillary units of the Royal Lir Force. :° o -

Now with only four meonths of the withdrawal .~ - e
-schedule to run, remaining British Lray units ore located - o i
at Moascar, EL Dallah nnd Port Said. The Royal i#ir Force e
oceupy only three ingtallations. _
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HISTORIGAL NOTE ON THE FACTORS
LEADIEG TO THEB ANGLO-EGYPTIAN
AGREEMENT OF OCTOEBR 19, 1054

(882 to 1558)

‘ R .
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The end on June 18 of the fifth and final 4-month
reriod of withdrawal of British forces from Egypt, in.
accordance with the Angle-Egyptlan Agreement of October
19, 1954 will cliose an era which opened in September 1882,
when, wilth the agreement of the Egyptian Government, Britlsh
troops landed at Ismailia on the Svez Canal to reassert the
Government!s authority which had been challenged by Orabl
pasha. Although always regarded as temporary, the time taken

-to help the Egyptian Government to reform the administration

and set their finances In prder, coupled with new and .-
unforeseen threats to . thils strategleally vital ares, prolionged

. the first military occupation until thé conclusion of the
. 1936 Treaty with the Government of Nahas Pasha, At the

- beginning Egypt was bankrupt and heavily indebted to foreign

bond-holders, the countryside was ‘exhausted, the army dis-
organised and the Sudanesse provinces ln a state of revolt,
By 1904 the foraeign bond-holders! control of Egyptian revenue,
dating from 1876 could be abelished, Overhaul of the Delta
Barrages and the basin irrigation by British engineers :'
increased the area under crop from 4,7 million to 7 millicn
feddans by 1899 and constructlop of further dams brought it
to 8,3 million feddans by 1937, .The mileage of the State::
railways, bringing prosperity to the villages was doubled
during the periocd of the occupation and the pogulation ef
Bgypt, with a sudden spurt, doubled between 1882 and 1917,

" In 1899 the Sudan was reconquered, By the unilateral British

Declaration of Policy of 1922 the British Protectorate ended-
and Egypt -became a constlituilonal menarchy. S

“Under the 1936 Treaty of Alliance which was to last
20 years, with the possibility of revision after ten, Great
Britain was authorised {Article 8) to malntain a limited-
aumber of British troops in the Suez Canal Zona, “until
such time as the.,, Parties agrees that the Egyp%ian Army is
in a position to ensure by its own resources, the llberty
and entire security of navigatien of the Canal®. The
highly strateglc position of Egypt since the construction
of the Canal was, indeed, an overriding factor in the
prelongation of.the-criginal occupation, As the dark
elouds, already apparent in 1936, burst in 1939 into ths
storm of war, it proved nocessary to defend the liberty
and entire securlity of the Canal with more than the limited
numbaer of British {roops originally stipulated and, 1in
the course of the war, the egquivalent of about 41 éivisions,
13 of them armourad,_in addition to Commenwealth naval
units and alr forces totalling about 65 sSquadrons wera
supported by the Suez Canal Base in the delence not only
of the Canal, but of Egypt and the whole Middle East and
North Africa. . - L ’

Witﬁin a'yaar'of the defeat of the Axils Powers .
popular demand rose in Egypt for a revision of the 1§36
Treaty. In October 1946 an agreemant was reached ad .
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QEEoferendnm hetween Mr Ernest Bevin, the Eritish Fbreign e

ecretary of the time, and Sidky Pasha, the Egyptian Prime.

Ministers, This woulé have resulted in a complete evacuation
of British frrces from Egypt by September 1949, had not

insistence on the incnrporation of the Sudan in Egypt undsr a

single crown, without prier consultation of Sudanese wishes,
led to the resignatlon of the Sidky Gnvernmenﬁ -

Negotiations ware not T esumed until the Wafd returned
to power in 1950 and broke down again when the Egyptian
Government unilaterally abrogated the 1936 Treaty on October
15, 1951. Public security both in the Canal Zone and in
Lhe Delta rapidly deterlorated until the fire of Cairo and the
riots which nccompanied it 1ed to the fall of the Wafd '
administration.”,-- : _ , , , .

It was not unt11 the July Hetolution and the fail
of the monarchy that negotiations could be roopenad, The
Revolutionary Government, however, wished to dispose first
of the Sudan question an& it was not therefore until fpril
1953, one month after the enclusion of the Sudan /greement,
that negotiations on the Cansl Base were actually begun.

' Unfortunately the strateglc considerations still :
valid at that time continued to muke a reconciliation of tha'
viewpoints oftha two Governments impossible and the formal
negotiations, conducted on the Britilsh slde with the
assistance of ‘General Robartson were adjourned sine dle on
May 11, though vnofficial contacts continued through
diplomatic channels until October 1953,

Ihe Apreement o Co

By 1954, however, new factors were affecting the
technical aspects of security, Development of the power of
nuclear weapons, and their availability to potential

- aggressors, had nccessitated a frésh approach to defence

- 8trategy in goneral, A strategle roview carried out by
the United Kingdonm Chilefs of Staff and agreed by the British
Cabinet had implications for policy in the Middle Fast, Some
Indicatlons of the lines of this re-assessment were later to

- be given in the House of Commons. on 29th July 1954 hy the
Secretary of Stata for Ehr, Mr., Head

: The adVGnt of the hydrogen bomb, together with other
thermo-nuclear. ‘weapons, Mr.. Head sald, "pui, a premium on
dispersion and 1s very much agalnst concentration", The

~ability to equip, trailn end despatch overssas large numbers
of troops would.be restricted, and the ability to maintain .
them at long distancas from home would be severely strained,
The same considerations would apply to any Power attempting
to maintaln large forces in a campalgn in the Middle East,
Russia, for instanpe, would also be hampered by long lines:
of communicatlon running through difficult mountainous B
gountry peculiarly wulnerable to attack with nuclear X
weapons,. It could be deduced that large-seale land '
carpalgns in the Mlddle East in any fuiure war were -
considerably less likely. Further, Turkey'!s accession to : .
HeAeT.0., the prograss madei in re-aquipning the Turklsh
army. withILthelp, and Turkeyls determination to defend :
itsell, together with the increased difficulty Russia would
have in maintaining its lines of communication towards
Turkey improved the chances of the successful defence of
Turkey, Thus the United Kingdom was more likely to be
able to take part in a more forward strategy on Turkeyls
right rlank, an area from which Egypt 1s relatively remote,

l/rl .
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These conslderations allowed the United Kingdom to
modify 1lts approach to the negotlations and gave a new and
mora hopeful tone to informal discussions held durlng the
early summer of 1954, Talks started by the British Arbassador,
Sir BRalph Stevenscn, anu Major General Benson were brought
to a successful conclusion, in the presence of the Britlsh
Secrctary of State for War, with the inltialling of Heads
of Apreement with the Egyp%ian Government on July 27,

Intensive work in jJjolnt fLnglo-Bgyptian Committees embodied

the principles established by the Heads of Agreament in

the final Snglo-Egyptlan fAgreement signed by Colonel Nasser, -

“eneral Abdel Hakim Amer and Dr., Fawzl for Egypt and Mr,

futting, the British Minister of Stazte, Sir Ralph Stevenson

igd %g?iral Benson fer the United Kingéom,in Cairo, on October
Y & L T e LR

. 'The fgreement Is an elaboraty document of 13 Articles,
two Ainnexes (each of several parts} 16 Exchanges of Notes,
one unilateral Note and an Lgreed Mimute; 1t was supplemented
by a further Exchange of Notes, and Agreed Mimute on lay 3,
1955, 1In brief, the main fgreomnt provided for the -
withdrawal, of British forces from Egypt within 20 months of ,
October 19, 1994, and the conversion of the Base to a2 new,"
reduged civilian version, subject to re-activation in-the
event of an outside armed ettack un an Aral Leapue state
or Turkey within the duratlion of the Treaty, set at sewven
years from its signature, o - o

.

-~ The #4-monthly phases of withdrawal, the last of which
is now opening, were laid down in Part A of the first finnex,
Tt required that 22% of the forces in Egypt on July 27, 1954,
. should have beenwithdravn by February 19, 35% by June 19 -
and 54% by Cctober 19, 1959, and 79% by February 19, 1956,
By each date the British Headquarters have, in prac%ice, baen
~abla to announce that the required figure had besn surpassed
more. than a:month previously, . :

-

LA . ' Meanwhile, the reorganisation of the EBase, under

;;fﬁi_: . ¢l vilian managemont, (as set out in Perts A to F and

YE e Lppondices A to D of the second Annex of the Agrecwent,
(i1 76 and 8 Exchangas of Notes) is far advanced, Ahout 600 of -

the 800 technicians- from Britain and thelr famllies have

already arrived in the Suez Canal Base,
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The Contractors have a dual functlon, to keep in
good ordar certain equlpment and material ou behall of the
British Gowvernment and to- operate, for repalr work, c¢ertaln
installations, which are being regularly inspected Dby a
" small rumber of British Government-appointed inspectors
attached to the British Embassy in Calro, '
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© 0 WITHDRAWATL OF BRITISH PORCES FROM EGYPT - .

) SHEAD OF SCHEDULE 45 FINAL PHLSE OPENS - : i

1@; ' Saturday, February 18, 1956, will sce the completion

[ of the fourth phase of the withdrawel of British Forces from

ﬁﬁ- Egypt under the inglo-Egyptian Lgreemgnt of October 19, 1954.

iy Undor the terms of this lLgreement, 75% of the 88,000 British

s ~ Torces statloned in the Suez Canal Base in July 1954 were to

5 have been withdrawn by this date.  Redeployment has, however,

P run ahead of schedule, and, instead of the permitted 22,000

;?; troops, less than 15 600 British Servicemen and women remain

il in Egypt. Withdrawal from the Fayid and Tel el Kebir areas

fﬁfi 4s now complete and all installaticns to be operated by

ke ¢ivilian contractors, under the: terms of the iLgreement, have

gEL been handed ovez, - . ¢ . - | R

_. .Ii . 'I . .. : . .I - - .

b - Redeployment wlll, continue until the final withe

eyt drawal date - June 18, 1956, but the move of Headquarters,

i - British Troops in Egypt, from Moascar to Port Said, three °

A days ago, will be followed within the next month by the

;%g departure of all British troops from Moascar garrison and the -

g vicinity of Ismailia; Headquarter No. 205 Group, Royal Air -

&J Force is similarly w{thﬂrawing from Ismailia and will complete

By its move to Abu Suelr by March. The bulk of remaining -

{{ : British forces will thereafter be concentrated in Port Said

s and EL Ballah and, in the case of the R.4.F. at &bu Sueir.

Bk It 1Is expected that the General 0fficer Commanding, B.T,B. -

bt Licutenant~General R.A. Holl, KCB. D8O, will-leave for the.

ol Unifted Kingdon 1n the first half of April in readiness to:

pss: assune the appeintment of Deputy Chilef of the Imperial General

%ﬁ Staff in May. The next appointment, as Commandant of the -

e, R.A.F, Staff College Bracknell, of Alr Vice Marshal D.H.F. e
iz | Barnett CB, CBE, Alr Officer Commanding No 205 Group, has : M
%ﬁ alrendy been anncunced and he will leave Egypt for tﬁe Unlted it
B Kingdom.1n early March. ;oo C 1A
e S Sy L C ' L iy
(il . _ Side by side with the withdrawal of the British vl
{4 Forces, the British Contractors have now taken effective A
Bels control of all the installations they are to operate in

X nccotrdance wlth the anglo-Egyptlian Lgreement, This process,

ey which began at the end of September 1955, was completed in

LYy Jomary 1996, The main installations are situated at Tel ol

3] Kebir - former Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers?

B Workshops and Reyal- Army Crdnance Corps’ Base Depots; 4bu

] Sultan - the Ammunition Depot; and Fanara -~ former ﬁoyal

R “Engineers? Stores Bazeo Depot and Base Worksheps. Those

it three groups of installatlons, gharded externally by the

Bl Egyptian frmy and internally by Contractors? security staff

ié arc now completely in the hands of the Coniractocrs. From

fipril, when ibu Sueir will be taken over by the Egyptian 4ilr
Force, over~flying, landing and servicing facilities for

SR

Ay - Hoyal fiir Force alreraft will be provided, under the terms
Fas of the Lgreement, with the help of Brlitish civilian - _
%i technicians. - The same facilities will exist for Royal

.
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ALr Force flying boats at Fanara on the. Great Bitter Lake. 5

The change from army to contractor administration b+

® " has heen accomplished without any interruption toc the work o

a being carried on. The Centractors have brought out thelr i

3 techniciang to replace the irmy’s technical staff and retained 25

: soverul thowsand local workers.  Some of these continue in. Vo

i their previous Jjobs; others have been found hew employment. . £

: This transfer of labour has been accomplished in close o

3 colloboration with the Egypticn Directorate of Labour at the : M

b Headquarters of Eastern Command, Ismailia, whose asslstance . . 3
i in faclliteting the transfers has been lpvaluable. The iy
3f£ Egyptlan authorities have also been most helpful to the s o
it Contractors in obher directions. For example experienced By
ﬂfr, -police and fire brigeade offliclals have been made avallable : ¥
ﬁ;:h to agslst in the tralning ol the Contractors’ security and - %t
;ﬂﬁi fire servicos personnal. ,, SRR - ' qﬂ
L By June 18 the final phase of the withdrawal will : o
st have been completed. Of the 88,000 Britishk forces in the . -,
i Ganal Base in July 1954, all will have been redeployed to: - .. o,
) the United Kingdom or to olher stations in*the'Mlddle'Eqst =
and elscwhere.  Some 800 ¢iviiTan tecnkfcTans Irom Britain, |

with a large number of locally engaged staff, will be sharing 5
rosponsibllity with the Egyptlan authoritiea for the. remaining 1
installations in the Bage. .= st - 3

g

MOTE_T0 EDITORS IR PR %r
ﬁttached to this Press Release are | ;ﬁ
.(a)-fL nore detalled’ review of the stages in tha ﬁ;
- vowlthdrawal. . &

" (2).'4 backgrownd nots. on tha historical factors_
=flead1ng up to the ﬁgreement. '
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'i prgnises."LLHlinlf 1n Bgyet,. ‘small netices elscwhara* facts
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Sir M. Wright o | a

- Ne,130 : oo D, 8,45 a,m, February 1, 1956, .

January 31, 1956, . i R9.41 2.1, February 1, 1956

FRIORITY o - -

TSR SECRET

Aridr essed to Forelqn Office teleqram No 130 of January 33,
Repoated fer mformauon to . : : o
Cairo - fmman D_amascu_s_ Bexru_t _ TI‘IPO].J. - Jedda =

Tel Aviv ~  Ankara
And & avmc' to P. O.“ui E, }:‘

Your t.elegram N0.305 Lsic J to CB.ll‘O' Publiclty for hvacuatmn of.
the Canal z.cne. f;_ . o _ _ | .

: i

I am natur‘ally not in a posatmn to judge whether we shall be able to £
persuade the Egyptians to treat this subject inconspicuousiy or whether
they will be willing to handle it as an example of Anglo-Egyptian cooperation ' 3

But if net, we should perhaps ke well advised t0 make a virtua of necessity
and extract from the gucasion what propaganda value we can, on the lines
that despite the doubts of those who sa:.d we womd never leave E.gypt, we
have kesrpt. our pledged Wr.:-rd o S . K
2. The withdrawal of Britlsh Ic-rces fram Iraq should, I suygest, recewe
publicity on similar lines, and it might immprove the standing of the Dagdad.
Pact in the Arab world if this were done before publicity in connexion
with our evacuation of Egypt. Final evacuation of British bases in Iraq by
fighting units of the R.A.F, will be completed by May 1, i.e. a month after
. the departure of the last major unit from the Canal Zone, but six weeks befere
the departure of the Commander~in~Chief. Ifthe maximum publicity value is to
be derived from both these operations, ¢areful timing is necessary. 1 suggest
thex efore that our pub,hc;ty mlght follow a time table roughly as below:

(a) At the end of Apml and beginning of May we should concentrate on |
publicity to show that we have been as good as our word to the Iraqls (and may
' therefore be e:-.pectf.d to deal smnlarly with the Egyptians) .

1) In mid=- June (but not in April when the major units leave) we should .

turn on the heat to demonstrate that we have been us 3 good as our word to- o
Lgyet. o o | %

; :oreign Cffice pas.., Cairo, . Trllel, Jedda and Ankara as my telegrams - {:

- Nos.23, 1,4 and 12 re$pe~:.t1ve1:,r. : L _ X

x e | b
4 [ Repeated to Cairo Trlpoll Jedda and Ankara / ‘ o _ e
LISTRIBUTED o o b ERRA T Sl i
e . Levant Department I (A S b
A In.fcrm*ltmn Policy Departmmlt R T . S : :‘:{1
lfi;é ] . | ) - - s ) : l ' . - ip
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| -withclrawn as 1nconsp1cuously as possible. . By agpeement

_with the Chiers of Staff Secretariat we deferred. action

- 2. All except Beirut agree that the wzthdrawal itself

 ,the timetahle ror withdrawal should stand. Ve have now

':Damascua, Beirut and Bagﬂad and received thelr views.

: should be unceremonious. Glearly the Egyptians will |

L T N R S Y R B .
o S e ;__:,‘.-I|: I;!I : i DL .a . |

: j WITHDR&HAL OP hORGES FROM EGYPT

. " . . '|
1.- i . -'-|' . ! o - [

At the end of December the B.D.C.C, (M D ) reeowmended.

that our remaining forces in the Canal Base shpuld be -

on the question while Mim.stera were conSitlering. whether .

taken it up with H H Rapresentatives in Gairo, Amman,_'

Three.pqints apise: method of withdrawal, publiecity in
the Middle?Eaéﬁ generaily, and'corresponﬂing trobp

mgveman$s elsewhere.

' make a great fusa of our withdrawal and Sir H. Trevelyan

;5'Zpoint§,out,that wg-ahall have to counter Egyptian

f”.propagaﬁda:;! This is rele?ant but does not’ affect the

"“manner in which our withdrawal takes place. _-,

'75L1IQTJQ¢': 3, “H. M. AMbaaaador in Bagdad has made suggestiana sbout

S Public:_ty, w;i.th. which 1 agree, and which I have incorporated
L 1n tha attached drgft 1etter to the Secretary to the Chiefs

. of. Staff Gommittee. Sim;lar publicity can of course be .

- made in the Lebanon (which will g0 - some way to meet Sir

'5. E. Ghapmanekndrews' point) and elaewhere.-

1 '4,  H M.LAMbaasador at Amman has made a reservation about

HEE

movinb troops into Jordan when moving out of ths Ganal

Zone, with which I also agree and have 1n¢1uded in the

- draft 1etter to Gommodore Lovegrove.-

. ' R

Recommendation R {jiiV,ﬁ-*'| Ty

By ‘I'hat ‘the attached arsft letter be sent. "

NQG,. cﬁ -:,O\S-\ thm

‘,“*“‘T' g {J H.A. Watson) .
'T t February 2, 1955




Commodore.-ﬁr"Q}
Lovegrove,”

. F
Y

,; carried qut-5' Sir Humphrey Trevelyan has

if;rpointed out that he will have to continue. ta.

NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN IN THIS MARGIN.

AHCEIVED AN |

i

“53 ;Canal 2093 and.seven weeks hefora the f

EF Sl2Es

;unchanged Now that Minieters have 80 agreed
we have conaulted out posta in the Middla Eaat-
wiéh-&ha—#a&éﬁw&ns*reuni%‘ FANIRTIVIY N ﬁ%éua
|2._. Thera 1s. senaral agraement that the
swithdrawal ﬂhau.ld he inconspicuous, " We agree.
Tha Egyptiana will, of eourse, make a great

| fuss about our withdraWal however 1t is. ;

‘13311& press material 'i:.o Present the withdrawal

from tha British point of view and counter

Egyptian propagand.a. :_'f " ‘I‘hia LGRS does not

affect. t,he ma.i_me in which the withdrawal } '-:.

._t. -

takes placa. -

{f,3-' TWO related Pﬁint.s o:f' sOMme ir@ortence

have ‘been raised. 5 First H. M, Ambassader in
Annuan does not Want anar impression to be

created that traops ar-e being moved. from Egypt

1111:0 Jorﬁan !and hopes that any necessary-.

’ed L
reinforcemnt of Jord,an can ‘he timad; 1o avoid :

W I_, .H. Iﬂ. Mnbassador in Bagdad has
,-——-i-—-r-A

pointed aut that the flnal evacuation of :
| Britiah 'bases in Iraq hy R AR, fighting units

o w:’q.l 'be completed. 'by Mayil 1_-11 e. & month after

[ " A
: \ | ' LN
1 ' i

,j',_the _ciepar-ture oi‘ the 'last major unit from?- the

l.:departuré qf th ‘Pumnander -ii-n—Gh—i-e-F

<-|:'_

: .-:conshidars‘anq Laa‘ree, that we should make d_ L
T & . /Vi!'t‘l]_ﬁ ii.-‘l...:"._ .




i ahowing that we have baen as good aa our word,

} to the Iraqis. In mid-June ('but not in

v -Egyptiana andithat

. -our” troopa.

iiﬁﬂanﬁﬂﬁa /{there 18 noiaoubt 1n gur minds that

4 paise a major political atorm,unless either the

’ gty
sity anal

occaaions what propagandﬁs?élua we can.-j.He'ir
' points out an.d I alao agree with this fthat it
mlght imprpve the atanding of thﬂ Bagdad Fact
1t publicity Were given to our'withdrawaldh~.9uu
hefore puhlicity for our avacuation from Egypt,
This would mean that at tha end -of April and

ths beginning of May wa should concentrate on

R '|.|||‘.'.'i

_April when the las major units leave the Canal 'ﬁ |

LR TR

;Base} we shoulchoncenirate on poinfing-out”that.g;_ﬂ_ﬁ-,

- We have been as’ goodlas. uriword to tha.
Mh,lq .\.-.L- E:‘ -I :

ﬂgreement|our
LI» In quagraph_ iz

inconspicuous withdrawa* Lg 1 . Fig
re—entry into the Canal‘Base.hetween April
and.June should not he rorfaited. " We ars’ not

entirely sure or'the 1ega1.argument here and J

will let ou have our views 1atar. =3
y £ _ __ib=m=£a*

aﬂa&ﬁﬂﬁﬁ%@?*ﬂhvﬂﬂﬁhﬁ*+m{ =y -
hh¢M1cAa¢-.¢1”L .

any attempt to bring back Britiah forcea would

Base wera being rsactivated under Article u of

the Anglo-Egyptian.ﬂgraamgnt,or -we wera 1nvolved'3~?“

in helping Egypt to realat aﬂﬁ Israali &ttack

b
i

NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN IN THIS MARGIN
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ni - In view gf the fact that the Bgyptians are
Jh sure to gloat over our evacuation of the Canal
.. Zone with the maximum publieity, I wonder whether J¢
- 4" we are consjidering the possibility of a diversion. B
" %7 agree that the diversion would have to be a
~pretty big one to oust the subject of evacuation
.~.from the headlines, but the idea might perhsaps

RE
... be warth considering. |
ot S TR

e

1

February 1st, 1956

' Mr. Nutting

TS Bip 1. Kivkpatrick -
1 " Africen LPbs | Awy.
o e Levant Qﬁf . | ?{" :
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Cypher/0TP -:.

8ir H._Trevelyeni;ff
Mo, 174 R
January 28, 195’ .

TOP SFPRF”I‘

Addreesed to Fereign Offive telegram Ho, 17L of January 28.

D. 2,0} p.m, January 28, 1956, .'
R. 2,44 p.ﬁhlJanuary 08, 1956,

‘.\‘. /

 DEPARTHENTAL
DISTRIBUTION

Repeated fer information to P,0.M.E.F,.
anﬂ Saving to Bagded. -
. .. Damascusg
Tripoli
Tel Aviv

fmnan

s

Beirut
Jedds
Ankara, .

Your telegrem No, 250' Withﬂrawal of Britlsh Forces,

X I agree, though T shall have to ‘continue throughout to issue
“press material in order to present the withdrawal from the British
- ‘point ef view anﬂ eounter the expected Bgyptian propegenda.

2 Tan wrlting on the legal aspeet of re-entry, which is not clear.
Whatever our rights, I have no douvbt that any attempt to bring back
British forces would raise a majox politlcal storm here,

Foreipgn Office please pass Saving to Tripoli, Tel ﬁviv anﬁ
Ankara as my telegrams Nos, 5, 5 and 5 respectively.

[Repeated Saving to Tripoli, Tel Aviv and Ankaral,

| DIS‘?‘HBI?PFE) 0 HA ( }\ ﬁ).t”f Nane ..()

g' African Department. (‘) ([ "} )/{ 1~ f( (' A

f Levant Department t v B _ _

5 o ,@ _ h o S ."3 0 Gf’ =

| sssss f f';;_¢4}ff¢i.'t:;ﬂgékf'lirils et - | %i
ftfefff-;,7;7f”~‘”fﬁﬁﬂiﬁ~ﬁff . r'_J;:[fefgﬂﬂ' ﬂ?




NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN IN THIS MARGIN

s

a. (BEEEE}QE) What actlon are we taking

N C;Elu ant:. el ki’

Lo T ‘ll' v mﬂ_ T R TR g g
#?imMﬂ. frrsjummw S o
” e .:-- 'ql ~'.'-I.,'.T_,".': ’ .

Mr. Dodds«~Parker hés asked two gquestions
arising out of the withdrawal of British
forces, The answers seem to be as follows:

1. (Question) If Egypt attacked Israel, .

: and begen to use equipnment, tai:t::.'r '
from Suez base, what could we do
to atop them?

(Answer) If Egypt attacked Israel, the Eaiumy
tripartite declaration would come N
into play, and we should be morally

-and politically bound to implement
1t together with the Amerlcens and
the French, This would presumably
involve sanctions and other actions
against Egypt such that the Egyptian.
Government. would, in retaliation,
seize the ecuipment from the Sues

" Base.. This would not, apparently,’
give us & legal right to reasctivate -
the Base but we could maintain our
¢lrlm to the supplies taeken by
Egypt, especially if our actions ,
vere taken as a result of a Security
.Council recommendation, In

" practice, under present e¢onditions,

. the Israelis could probably arrive

'-quite quickly at the Canal,

. to see that Egyptian authorities
~are preventing the pilfering which
-used to go on?

{AnBWEP) In fact the Egyptian
~eutnrorities have recently been
preventing the piifering of our

< stores at tlie Canal Base, at which

. they previously used to connive.

# - This pilfering has now died down

. to very small proportions.  We
. expect that the police which the
- gontractors are putting in will be
_ adequate to take care of the -

- problem.
M '

{J,.H.,A, Watson:

January 31, 1956
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" FROM AMIMAN TO FOREIGH OFFICE

' Yo. 162 D.,1 11.16 a.n. Jammry 26, 1956 |
Jannary 26 1956. 1 Rl e 38 il .Tanu.amr 26, 1956, -

TOP SECRET ;-_-.,__';5,5"_;?_.:--: A EHC

Aﬂ.drcsseﬂ %0 Forelm Otﬁoo 'balepram }o. 161 of January 26 -
Rapsated for information to._. Cafvo . T D
[ S M I .y Bagdad - -
Begw wimis| oL ' LU Demagous _' |

S R ¢ Paimt o '
R Seving to: Tripold . Ankars. |

Cor 2 ':"-.:l'l'. Lo L o = Jﬂﬂ.dﬂ. ' _ P.OM,E,Fo

L "!‘”/f IEAE - ~ Tel Aviy " - -

Your tele@am No. 335+, ‘Jtﬁ !\’“\5 &

. | 1'. agres that tha ﬂnal ﬂithdra\'-'al of British forces from
* Egypt should leke place as 1nuonspinn0usly as possible.

2. I also think that 1f any moves of Army or R.AF, units
into Jordan are planned to coincide with the withdrawal of
our forces from Egypt they ghould be reconsidered. Yo &0 not
wish to give Egyption propaganda the opportunity of saying thnt.
having been pushed out ol Egpt, :Br:l.tish troops are nmr S
occupying Jorda.n. Ly :

_ Forcign foico pass Gairo No. 58 anﬂ. Saving to '.Eripoli
| Yo. 1, Jedda No. by Tel Aviv Ho. 2L. Ankarn Ho. 50,

P.O.H.E.F. HO. J.B. “_' L : -.._ . ’ | | o

[Rapua.ted to Ga.iro and Baﬂng to Trlpoli » Jedda, A -t' .'

Tcl M’i‘l’, Ankam anﬁ P.D H.E.l? ] ' o

v ﬂ
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_Iop STCREL

Aﬁﬂrcsseﬂ £0. Forrign ﬂff oe geleg;gm Ho, 1th of J; gg gx gg
tepeated for information o P,0.M.E,F. i
- anasaving to Boglad ”j P hmman
e ' - Danascus - o .. Bedrut
B T ;;f;j_ Tripnli i, ot Jedda : L
s DePT. T . . Avi'r o Ankara,” - »
) P 'le”“'l'?l :-,C.. :
.'four tslegrm No, 25&. Withdmwal of British Forces. -

I agrae, thnugh T dw.ll ‘have to continue throughout to 135113 '
press nmaterial in order to present the withdraval from the- British g

. point of view a.nrl countcr the expected Egyptisn pmpaganﬂa. |

o Imm v:riting on the legal aspact of re-entry, which is not clear,
Thatever our rights, T have no doubt that any attempt to bring ‘hack
British forces would roige a ma:]or political stom harc. - -

Foreign ﬂffice please pags Saving to Tripoli, Tgl Aﬁfl tmﬂ SUN
Ankara ss ny telegramg Nos, 5, 5 and 5 mgpectwely. RN

[Repcatcd Swing to Tripoli, Tel Aﬂv nnd Ankam]. ¥
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'with conversations you have had in Washington.

"slow down the withdrawal of truops from the Canal done.:

3 _' High Dam © gl

wmmmm“i __ . g ’
'l! ! 1
E” |":. Habaras,

t to w m.w-‘q.. - "'""""t"""

I do not think thﬁt there is much frum‘African

Department that requires your sPecial attention hetween

new and the time you aail .We,have given P.U.5.D, briefs

i
2, The points which do need your attention are:

on the obvious subjectsf ’4. a%} f

A. . Russian overturea to Libya

B._;'. The position of Mr. Graham in Libya

G...,Rate of troop withdrawala from the Canal ane.!iﬂ

I attach a separate brief un this question,

which has been seen‘by Sir G. Harrison and which 11nka up

| B.i Please see attached brief. _
__0;. Miniaters raiaéﬁth& questian of whether we should
In practlce this-mﬂans-rataining one battalion for an* -
adaitional eight weeks,until some tiue'in June.. The
Foreign Office Ministry of Defence ‘and the Wear Uffice

have all ad?iae& Ministers against thiu. . In particular, -
Gﬂneral Poett has stated that it 13 easier to send. -
reinfurcementa to thﬂ Middle Last diract by air from here .

?-than to use the few trcopa remaining 1n the Canal ZOne. fjr

'However, hoth tha Prime Minister and the ‘Secretary of

State. still seem ta ba 1n two minds about this question,l;::
and. may atill wish.to discuaa 1t further. + The relevant
submission 13 with the secretary or state.__ B
There has heen.considerabla activity; things seem ;;
to be going amnothly..l As you will presumably have been
following events in Washington, I am not submitting Lﬁ?hu

_anything on this. " Mr. Black 13 apparently due 1ln Gairo..;

on Januaryﬂﬂﬁ..,_;ﬁ”“”
. P ol o




