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RFPDRT ON THE INJURIF§ %USTAINED BY EGYPTIAM
AND N Ol ECENT QOPERATION

A INTRODUCTORY

1e At the invitation of Hﬁ:ﬂﬂaj&aty'ﬂ Government, I
have underisken a rapid investigsiion of the charges that
Hor Majeaty's Forcea, in the course of the recent '
hoatilities in the SBuez Cansgl Zone area, were guilty ﬁr
barharuus'and inhumen conduct. i thought it necesspary
to make an immsdiate wvimit to Port Said, which, being in
Allised hgnds, waa the only part of Bgypt st the moment
where it would be possibls for me to make perponal
obeervations. During the 24 h?ura I waa there I
interviewed not only membera of;Har.Mﬂjaaty'a Forcep

#ho hed taken part in the opera?iona, but also savqrail.

prominent nationals of other couniries, including
. 1

Egyptlisna, who were availeble afd willing to apgist me,
. | i

2e I made & thorough tour of Port Haid in a Land
Rover, end alsc flew all over tha ¢1ty in a helicopter
at a low altitude,. By those mesns I was abla to:'form

a Judgement for myself of the. extant of tha physical

damage which had been suatainadr The interviews mentioned 2
in paragreph 1 above enzbled ma:to supplement the
information cobtained fTam.perso%al ohgervation by verbal
accounts from some of those who had token pert in the Lo

operationa; from some of those’ who wers present and had
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geen them; and from others who were in possession of
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authoritative informstion sbout them, SR if

Se T gubmit the followlng report on the events
before, on and after the 5th November, 1956 (the date on
which psrachute landings were made ai Port Baid) with

particular reference to:~
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(8) the neture of the operetions undertaken;
(b) +the steps tsken to limit ihe loss of life ;g——
and damage to property of Bgypiians aﬁd i
other nationals; B

_ |
(¢) the extent t¢ which these memsures were

auccessiul;

{d) +the steps tuken by Her ilajesty's Forces to
repalr and rohabilitate the essential
gervices in Port Said, end to restore the
normal living conditions there; and the |
resulta achieved,

i
' }
e It iz manifestly easler 10 ascertzin the true

focts about Port $aid than sbout othsr sress in Rgypt which

1 1
have been subjected to sir stteck, but to which I have no
megng of Aacceps. My roepori 1a'aFcordingly mainly donfined:

1o Port Sald, although some reference 1s made to other araasf;

B THE NATURE OF OPERATTONS }
. i
54 On 30th QOctober,1956, after Isrsell PForces hed

attacked Egypt, the U,K. end French governments addresaed
comuunications %o the Egyptisn and Ieraeli Governments LE
roquiring both couniries to withdr;w thoir forcea ito lines
ten miles on aither side of the Swez Canal, The Govern-
ments wers required to give thelir acceptance by 4.30 s.m.

G.%.T, on 318t Qctobar,

5. Iorael accepted but Egypt refused, and the Allied
Torceas ﬁera orderad to take military action egsinst Egypt.

T The first phase of this sciion was designed to
neutralise the Egyptian Alr Force by bombing snd by

rocket stiscks from 1ow—rlying shiip-borne and land~baged

Jaircraflt
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alreraft and to engage Egyptien nevael forces wherever
they might be round. IY this action failed to induce
Egypt to sccent the Allied raquirament,_tha sacond phage
was the capture of Port §aid by parschute troops; send
then, 1f thie failed io achieve the object, by lsnding

troops over the beaches,

A Medium level bombing attecks on four Egyptian
alrfields begun at L.15 p.m., on 31s8t Octobar. During
the operstions sirfielde at Almeza, Inchas, Abu Suelr,
Kgbrit, Kesfareet, Cairo West, Fgyld and Bilbels were
ettacked; an Egyptisn destroyer waes set on fire and
Tovr E-boats were attacked by naval gircraft; air
attacka were made on Huckstep Camp Baxracks, fthe Calrep

" radio tranamitter &% Abw Zaebal on the edge of the dessrt
15 miles from Ceiro, on marehslling yards nesr Ismalia,

and on various other military targots,l

%

9. At 5 15 a.m. on 5th theMber, 780 British
parachutists were arcpped on Gamil airfiald to the aast
of Port Jaid. They were fir&d‘on by tanks, mortars and
snti-aireraft guns, but no aircraét wee ahot down,
French parachutists wore dropped south of Port Bald end
ware opposed by autnmatic weapons and mortara. In the
- afternoon more ¥rench parachutiats;w&re dropped on the
south side of Port ¥uad where thers wes liitle fighting,
The British and French who had landed near Port Ssid
met considerabie opposltion aa the;‘moved towards the
town, especislly from dsfensive poeitions and strong-
points (auch_aa the police barracks) which had bean
esteblished. The parachutists were armed only with

ereessnssnensese) Whey had Do armour Or gUNG.
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10, In the course of the evening terms of surrender

ware discussed between the British and the Rgyptisn
authorities and at 7,20 p.m, ware reported to have heen
accepted. Egyptian loudspesker vens toured the town,
howaver, slating that Russien help was on tihs way, that
London and Paris were being bombed and that the populetion
migt fight on, The surrender terms were then rejected

and‘righting wos resumed at $.30 p.n.

114 At 5.45 e.m, on 6th Novenber two British Marine
Commandes landed over ths hesches of Pori Said,,aupportad
by a squadren of the Royal Tenk Regiment, end three French
Commandoa 1anded unopposaed in Port Pued. A little later
a third Marine Cowmmando was landed by helicopter, There
wasg no oppbsition at first and the landings were watched by
many pecople from balupnraé and elsevhera, Oppoaition then |
doveloped, and aupport from the Royel ﬁavy snd Reoyal Alr
Force and the Roysl Tank Regimeni was called for,

. ‘ S :
12. By this time operationa =2gsinst other parts of
;‘ Cae . .
Bgypt hed been suspended.

R TH_PRECAUTIONS TAKEN TO_AVOLD DAMAGE AND CASUALTIES
13, I am fully satisfised that one of the main comcerns
of thoge who planned and itook part in operations was to
limit damage and loss to the lives and propertiy o#
Egyptiana and other natlonals,. Targ?ta were ptricily
confined to military obJjectives, but it was decided when—
ever possible to issue detsiled end repeated broadcast
warnings to the local bppulation in e dvance of the various
stages of the operations. Although thls increased the
dsngers to the Allied forcee the risk wae deliberately
accopted, It i1s safe %o ssy that in no military operation
of its kind hse greater care been teken to protect the
lives and property of the local population.
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14. A warning to gll civilians to keep awsy from
militery eirfields waa given before the first bonbe were
dropped, and was ¢onstsntly repested. O¢her warnings weras
isaued at appropriste times to keep awsy from barracks,
mershalling yards, guns, and other npilitary objeciives

as they became dus for attack, On the other hand, the
psople of Alexandria snd of other towns werse told on 3rd
Kovember that there was no intention of bombing in their
district and that they would heve a quiet day., Extrects
from }nstructions'iasued bafoxe and during the operstions
snd from the warningé broﬁdcaat to thq local populstion

are given in Appendix A,

15. ‘Tha mailn evidence of.the way in which ths
Insiructions to the British forces were carried out is to
be found in Port Sesid, the only scene of operations af
precent avallable to ua, and thﬁ main uvidance of their
success liea in ihe limited axtént of the damaga to the
tomm, mentioned below. Other significant Iindications are
.(a) three squadrons of the Royel Tank Regiment
took part in the fighting., Onesgquadron
fired only four rounds of shell fire snd one
fired six. Only the third, which was _
concernad in reducing the strongpoint at Nevy
House, e xpended sny conslderable number of
shells. .
(b) Although the soahﬁrna troops penetrating into
the town in srmoured vehiclea wera harssssd
by sanipers firing from the windowa of gll floaor
iﬁ 5&Btoray bulldings and grenades were dropped
into the vehicles from these bulldings, this

fire was returned by small arms only not by

the tanks,
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(e} A British civilisn resident, whaiwas in the clty
throughout the operatlons and witnessed some of _
the fighiing, psid tribute to thé tpaylende and |
dlscretion® used by the Briilsh Fforces in
réplyina to snipers, snd io the "incredible
accuracy” of the alr ettacks on militery targetis.
The éame reslgent descrlbeﬂ how byatandars
on bslconies snd elseghere watched the highly
sccurste bombing st quite close quarters.

(d) officers were inetruoted not to cell for navel %
or alr support unless their progresa was

completely blocked for lsck of it, The R.M.
. Commendos, for example, deliberafely refused
offers of air support in order to limit damage.
InGeed 1f alr an navel support hed been called

Tor more frequently the town could have been
reduced much more guickly.

Do DAMAGE TG PROPERTY, L0OSS OF LIFE AND INJURIES
16. Damage to Praperiy
Port gald

Port 8eld is the only place In which the demsge

to property can be inspected snd e full assessment made.

The damage can be dl¥lded 1nto four classes
(a) The Arsb querter. Tbls sectlon of the town

consiasts largely of crudely constructed wooden

dwellinga which are hlghly inflammsble. Rocket

leunchers withdrew into the area on the arfternoon o

The guarter took fire and burned raspldly in a

l
of the ‘mesborne lending snd hsd to be sttecked.. ; } i X
i
’ L
strong north-westerly wind. One-fourtih of |

the section waes destroyed. This is the only f P

-
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lerge sres of desiruction in the town.
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(b) A number of buildings, or groups of buildings,
thet hsd beén converted into atrongpoints recelved
hesvy demage from rocket sttascks which were
remserkebly asccursfe. These bulldings included
the ﬁolice barracké,'thﬂ Governorste, a group of
flets south of the Governorate, and Kevy House.
They also lncluded papt of the Britlsh hoapital,
which wes used &8s 8 atrongpoint.

(e) A lorge number of beach huts, This wes the

first line of bulldings confronting the seaborne

forces when they lended, end meny conteined stocka
of ammunitiun. The huts were wooden and cesught

flre esally. Many others however were undemaged.
(a) Some other bulldings recelved @amage which |
was mainly superficlel. ?
17. The vast majority of the buildings in the -
cidy werae quife unharmed, as can be seen Irom the '
photographs. The fact thai the damege isfaa amall as
it ts in & clty of the size of Port Said gaptured only \3

aftar considersble oppoaltiaﬁ provides the stirongest

evidence of tha'great core that was teken by the Allied
forces to minimlse demage, and of ihe dangers to which
they exposed themselves $0 thils end. |
18, Elscuhera ’ |

It is not possidble to 1ns§ect the damage else~-
where as it 1s in Pori gSeid. Photographs‘auggeat, however,
thet the attacks on sirfields ete, were as a&curate B8 wWers

the attacks on Port gSsld. The only known excaption is &

bowb {dlrected at the transmittera of the Cewiro redio

station which 1s belleved to have ult the civilisn jail
nenrby snd to have ceused lose of life.’ This lncident
oceurred alter warning to keep sway from the radio broad-

:pstiing stattons of Cairo, Alexasndrie end Port Said.
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19. Injuries snd Degths

Whereas demage to property can be 1ﬁapeatad end

- osaesses, it ls much mpore diffienlt to obtsin sn sccurste

estimate of the numbers wounded or killed, /A summery

of evidence.nbtained in Port Baid-nn 25th November is

given in Appendix B., This shows & wide dlvergence of

estimates and/® I could not, within the limite imposed

by the time snd meterisls aveilable to me, ascertein

8 really rellable filgure of the actusl numbers wounded

and killed.  A4s regards the wounded, I see no resson to

question that about 150 cssuslties went to Cgpiro in the

only hospitgl trein that it was found necessary to

provide. Nor have I reason to disbelieve the report

that only sbout 150 still remained in hoepital at the

date of my vislf, It 1is also clesr thet B considerasble

number musi have recelved trestment in hoapital and have

been discherged to their homes., fﬂccordingly the estimate

of 540 given by our Militery Authoritles es the number of

wounded 1s probebly ressonably near the mark,

20. It is mopre difficult to méke any assessment

of the nusbers killed or died from wounds. Although

g flgure of the order of 5uo'wounded would lead one to.

expect a numbey of desd of the order of 100 as origlinelly

given, various statements mede to me lead me o think 1%

possible that this figure was considersbly exceeded. As

1 have said, however, it wes fmpossibie in the time svail-

eble 1o me to srrive sl anything appfoaching a firn

estimete, _ The.Commander-in-Chief, Allied Forces,

has now bheen reguested to ﬁake a full enqﬁiry with

s view to srriving st es socurate e figure ee possible,/
/B

ily for the .
! appondix is estisched tewporsr .
* ig;grﬁgiion of Ministers. It 1s not for quotaiion.
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E, CAUSES TENDING TO INCREASE DAMAGE AND CASUALTIES THAT

GCCURRED

21, The damage cauaed by the operetions would heve 5

been even less then it was but for four elrcunstences

=

for which the allied forces wers nnt respongible :

(a) The decision of the Egyptilan suthorities not
to accept the terms of surrender on the evening
of 5th Hovemhar, although 1% wes already spparent ~

that 1%t could be or no advantage to the defenders

%0 holg out. |

(b)  The use or beach huts, flaté, houses, polige
stetions end even s hospital for storing
L ammunition sné wespons,

{e}  The indiscriminaete issue nf'armé by the
"Egyptian suthorities to the local clvilign
populstion, including women and boys sged 12 |
and upwards, before the operstions began.. This j

led to wild shooting end ceused unnecessary

damege to Bgyptisn lives ang propertiy.
(@) The Pact thet meny Egyptian soldlers

¢xchenged their uniform for ¢ivilian ¢lothing,
22, No substantigl suggestions were made to me
of serious looting by British Forcea, slthough thepe
may well have been some caeses. There is no question

but thet there ware 1ncidenta of looting by the

Egyptians themselves, I was told by;eye-witnessea
of Egyptians carrying sacks and other materinls fronm
stores. On the 10th November Boods yelued at
£10,000 which hpad been stolen by Egyptians ware
‘recovered by Britigh Military Policeirrom a demaged

warehouse.
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23 Full prepsretion was made in sdvance to restore

normel living condltlona in Port S8sld as quickly as K

I
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poselble. The problem of rehsbilitetion turned out
tc be less than had been expected pnd much of the

preparation fortunately proved unnédesaary. For exemple,

supplles of both food esnd water which were ready to be

.
T

teken Into the town were not neceded. : T -

2h. During the firest few deys of the occupatlon both -

water and e¢lectiricity were short or completely cut off in

somesreas of the oity, bui both werse repidly restored snd ——— ¢

arc nor no:mal} Looting in the cerly days, for which the
Egyptiens themaolves are belleved to ﬁave been malinly
responsible, discouraged the renpening of shops, snd

slnce order was resiored sn opdsr from Cselro rorblddéing
co—operation with the Allles has discourasged thdir
reopening, Neverthelesa, the cafes and many of the é

shope sre now open.

T T AT T E— ——— AL & i —— .t L
e

. 254 The Brltish forces supplied druge snd othep ?
|
requirements to the hospilials in the esrly days of the

occupstion. A number of civilisn organisations have done

’

good work in cering for the refugees, arrangling sccoumode-

tion for about 2,000 gnd feeding another 2,500, _
20, Panks In the town were c¢losed, but the Governor | :

of Port Said had recelived £E124,000 rroﬁ Cairo which
ensbled bim to psy government and municipal employees.
He 4id not wish to be beholden to the Allles for
finsncisl sssistance snd an offer by the Britlsh of

10 tons of fruit gnd vegetables hed been refused.
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(a) EXTRACTS FROM SIGNATS SIOWING INSTRUCTIONS DESIGNED 3
' PG AVOLD CIVILIANL CASUAIL 1L - 1 ﬁ
Refarence o ' i, b
218t Qetaber, "z, You are now anthorised %o attack —

by day and night taking every precaution
to avold cagunliles to road trafiic on
Cairo Alexondrif Load,

i
:
Cairo Weat a2irfield frowm dawn f8t onwards i
|

A&t October., You are now authorlced to destroy -
Foyptian Blockships. This operation
ig net (k) not to take place unless it
can be carrisd out without any risik off
damoge to neutral shipping."

156t Noveuber. Attaclt on Cetra Radio.

ilinisters are moat anxlouns that you
should ende&vour to plve scong waming
of youpr atiaclk.

2nd Novsinhar. You should aveid those tarpeta whera
civilian casunltles sre inevitable
and should 1aaue the appropriats
w&rninua. j ‘

(The above wasa part of 8 signel telling ‘
General Heightley to attack Army targets.)

5th Noveauvbar. For Hobba from Povielil.

Vie ahall meke & gencersl Press relesse

at 0630 G.i.T. "Pue linistry of befleace
announces that a warning is now being 3t :
broadecast by the V,0.D., in Cyprus to i Coy
the people of Port Said to ensure their R A
aafety.™ B
Alse breodeast by the B.D.C. in English ' :
and Arebie in the deneral Overseeas :
Service,

5th November. "You know our wishes about wmininum
doatrructicon ond ceaualtias, Please do
everything posaible in this respeect."

Ird November, Paragraph 3, Evary effort will be uade to
kecep clivilisn casunltiesa and damage to
civillen property to a miniuum,

Parapraph 7. I Find belancing Euypiian
against Brltish liven a very difficult
problem ,......

3pd Noveuber, Paragraph 4. I ur¢ge then that warning
" should be pgiven to Alexandria at 0600 hrs,

‘G k.T, Oon 5th Nov, and to Port sSald and
Suez &t 1800 hra, G.%.7. on 5th NHov., ....e.

R
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Paragraph S. The warning should be given
out simultanelously on B,B.C. end Sharg, |

SEC RET ' /3rd Noveuber,

e .
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Raf'erence

Frd loveliber.

Lth Novewber.

Gih Novembar,

6th NMovenberp.

Tth Hovember,

|
(b} WARNIHGS BﬁOADGAST T0 LOCAL POPULAT IOH

Our

recee today hove given us heope for dolng
the|aspault without our full bonbardment.

I bave prepsred a detailed weryning for the
people of Port Said which I propuse o over

dha
Ic
1.
2

Compiander that there will be no air action

in populated areas and thst davage to
civiilian life and properiy be lkept to a
winiomam, . _
Porapraph 2, I foresce certaln probleuns

the

" an
'bri

au% chilldren continuing to fire on our men

APPENDIX A {Continsd),

1ast light photographs and iaecticsal

rq at 063Q G,u.7. 5th Noveunbsr. .

DNY Livin =
Thot fthere will e no alr bomblng,
Orders have been zlven to 1ssk Force

main one being lrregulars, civillens

probable accusations of cur having
xen the cespe fire,

'..J..wa can no longer fight with the
warnings and care for properiy which we
have cxercised so far, If we try to do
g0 [the war willbe prolonged snd our
cﬂéualtias high.

2nd Hoveuwber

every 5 mlnutes
from 9,40 a.n,

o 10.50 a.n,
GadiaTe

Ird Hovauber.
At 8 a,m.

At 2,30 p.m,

“Imkortant Announcement. Warning to all

Egyptians, Kesp away frow Rsdio broad-

ca?ting statlona of Calro, Alexandris and

Port Sald, Thig 1s for your own safety,”
|

|
"Waﬁning to all Epyptians, Avoid all
marahalling yards and barracks. So far

as| we know at present we shall not be
vebing tarpgets west of the Hosetia branch
of| the Nile. As far as we can say, people
living in such places as Tanta, Alcxandria
and Damanhur should have a quiet day today,
anp we will warn you of any change of plan,®

"a promised the peeple of Tanta, Alexandria
and Deamanhur that they would not be bombed
today and that we would tell thewm if there
was a chanpge of plan, We wmay have to carry
out bonbing attacks against military targets
in thia area weat of the Rosetta branch ol
the IMlle after dark."
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Appendlx A (Contloued)

Refaronce

i

|

’ 5th Novenmbar. To the necpls of Port Said and Port Fuad
. 10.30 &.m,

f

G, ILT,, and 1. All those living North of Sharia
| ‘every 5 mins, - Taw{ikil and East of the Governorate
J thereatier should go at conce to the South of
: Tfor ons hourk Sherio Tawfiki and take refuge in
i . houses,

2. All those living in Port Fuad to the

- Eaat of Avenue MNo,6 should go at
oncc to Ifriende In the western part
of the town.

3. ¥You ere strongly advised in the -
interests of your own safety to stay
there for three days or until we tell
you that it 1la safe to raturin,

: L. 0 no aceount try to leave the tovm.
\ It is dengerous ocutside on the roads,

5. Keop oif the atrests,

3Tl
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EVIDENCE OF CASUALTIRS

The estimate hitherto given by the local milltary
authoritiks has been about 100 killed and 540 wounded.
A uumméry of the evidence oblained from variocus persona in

Port Sald on 25th Woveuber is sa follows =

Lource Eatinmate

Dripg. 0LTicer
British DDISL

250-300 died.

Mrig. Butler. Ahout 130 soldiers

Cowminnding and apriped clvillans

Parachute Drig. killed by the PFarg-
chute brigade in
the fighting in the
Lirst 24 hours, and
about 230 civlliane

kiiled inaide houses

during the sane
reriod. '[The nunber
of bodles aectually
counted up $o0 the
edge oi tho Areb

quarter was 80, The

¥.oencly cloined to
have killed 60 per-

gong Oy parhaps more
during the mame period,

and to bave counted
50 deaad.

Amcricen Naval 2,000 wounded
Atitache

Mr, Thudlium
twilss Hed Croos

2,000 killed

SECRET

Approx. 500 wounded.

gecurred after the

ADPEIDIX B,

Tho general vlew wac
that the greater part
of the damage and
cagualties had

firat 24 hours of the
operatf lona,

These weore his owmn
rough egtimatea baged
on couversationa with
Beyptlonw doctors who  §
had paid about 10 days
previously that 500 :
deaths hod been reglia-
tered, and the Lact
that he had seonn 100-
150 bodies lylng near
thae coretery and that
a nuasber ol bodles had
also been fthrowm into
the foubtball stedium,
and thcre were still
odd onea to be seen
round the city,

This vas given %o him (g
as the probable fifure §

of killed by the Swiss 'gE
gonsul, but 1t was oniy Ryl
a rough estivate and :
the nunlber might be oni rj,
1,000

-r
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APPENDIX B (Continued)

S
»

Soarce Egtinate Remarks —

Tha Itallan Bastimale of The Consul sald he had

Gionsul miniwam nunber heard estiimates ol casualtiel
killed ~ 2,000, ramning trom 10,000 to
Sgtimate of 40,000, Ile adwitted all L
maximum nuuber tho estiwates he ventioned v
ki1lled - &,000 ~ wore based on rumour, not

on counting, but he sald . "
he had aeen bundreds of b
wounded, Out of the £ |
total Itmlian commnity L
nanbering 1,700 there had .
becn Iy casunlties, 1 killed Kl
and 3 woundad, 5

‘'he Director, About GGO The Oirector sald about
Genaral capuanltlon token 700 killed or die from
Governieny by tho Uospltal = wounds had been buried
locpital by the Public Health
' Inspeactorate, 135 =
casuslties had gone from , ¥
the Hospital to Calro by : =
the hospital train, About o
150 remained in hospital, R

2 Epyptian 714 killed The doctora elaimed this

deetors, nuvber sg having been .-
officials of . regiotered, and offered -

tho Public the records tor inspection, €
llealth A preliminary report of a _ s
Dept. ‘ British ingpection uas been !
' received whilch says that ' Y
cnly 100 of the 71l are o -
identified, and sugpgesis tha N
tite record is suapcct. A i i
. Tuller report is awaited, ) -
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Mr, Bevan argued yesterday that we had gone shead

" with our landing at Port Said after both Bgypt &nd

Israel had sgreed to cease Lire and vihen there was

only some doubt about the effectivensss of Israel's
agreement, I suggest that the answer tothis might
follow the same general line as that Laken 1ln your

speech but be set out in rather more detail.

2. The first Israsli communicstion dated November 3
stated "Israsl agrees to an immediate cease-fire
provided a similar answer is Corthcoming from Egypl",
The Note went on to set out a number of observations,
These were notl posed a8 conditiouns for agreeing to

a cease~fire though they clearly imply that Israel
was not at thaot time acce?ting the olther reguirement
of the November 2 resolution, namely withdrawal behiud
the Armistice Lines.

&. The effect of this communication which, on the
Tace of it, was & clear acceptance of a cease-firs, was
completely changed by the next Israeli communjecation

ol November 4, This asked ror clarification of five
questions, the first of which read:

"Is there clear ond uneguivocal agreemeat on the
%art of the Governmsut of Egypt to & cease-fire?

he answer referred to in paragraph 4 of' your
/1.e. the becpetary-General's/ cable 1s cbscure
and does not indicate that thHat is the case.

In the meanwhile Egyptian troops are contlnuing
to fire and Fedayeen attacks continus, In
clashes with Israell security forces tonight
four Iedaysen were killed and two apprehended”,

The only possible interpretation of this passage is
thet it withdrew or at least suspended the offer to
cease-fire of the previous day, peuding further
clarification from the Secretary-General,:

4,  This was the position when H,M.G, drew up their
Hote to ths DSecretory-Genseral of Hovember 5,  This
Mote welcomed the idea of an internctional force and said:

"The two Governments continued to believe that

it is necessary to interpose an internctional

rorce Lo prevent tile continuance of hostilities
betuween Haypt wand Isrcel, te sscure the speedy
withdrawal of Israsli forces, to tuke the necessary
measures to remove obstructions and restore

traftic through the Suez Canal, and to promote

a settlement. of the problems of the area."

 /The Note'
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The note continued;

"Certain Anglo~French operations with strictly
limited objectives are continuing,  But as soon
| as the Israeli and Hgyptian Governments signify
: aeceptance of, and the United Wutions endorses a
1 plan for, an international force with the zbove
L rfunctions, the two Goveruments will cease all
| military sction.®

b, The next development was the Secretory-General's

Alde Memolre which reached the United Kingdom Delegation
in Hew York in the &fterncon of November 5 and wusg
received in London at 2,85 a,m. on November 6. This
stated that the IZgyptian Government, had acgepted the
request f'or & cease-Tirs without any attached conditions
and thet the Govermmeni of Israel "has now, in a
clarification of its first reply to the request of the
secretary-Genersal for & cease~Lire, stated that in the
light, of Egypt's declaration of willingness to a cease-fire
Isragl conflirms its readiness tc agree to a cease-fire",
This 2ide Memoirs was considered on the morning of November 6
and as a result we notified the Secretary-General that
Eritish troops would cease fire unless themselves attacked
at midnight, on Novembsr 8.

6. The general line of argument might therefore be summed
up as follows, The Israsli offer 10 cease fire on
November 3 was withdraw or suspended by their Note of
November 4, This was the position when our troops landed
at. dawn on November 5.  As was stated in our Note of
Novenber 5, we also considered it essential théet to prevent
a resumption of hostilities and to secure the settlemant

o' other problsms, an ianternational force should be
interposed. A firm assurance that Israel as well as Zgypi
would accept an unconditional cease-Lire was only forth-
coming in the Ssecretary-Gensral's Alde Memoire of November 5
which reached us in the early hours of Hovember 6. In
ansver to this Aide Memoire we agreed to & cease~fire, -

A odan s,

December 6, 1958
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