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RECORD OF CONVERSATION BETWEEN THE SECRETARY OF
LOY HENDERSON AT HER MAIESTY’S
ON NOVEMBER 17, 1956

STATE AND Mr.
EMBASSY, WASHINGTON,

Mr. Henderson said that he thought we

~ were in a bad mess and he had no very

-

" clear idea about the best way to get out of
it, . He did think that we were unlikely to =

have peace in the Middle East so long as

‘Nasser remiained. He also thought that the .

-, . United Nations was tending more and more

o “"to disintegrate the unity of the Western
world. On the question of the withdrawal -

ol British and French forces; Mr, Henderson
said that his personal view was that it would

be disastrous if our forces pulled out and
were only replaced by an inefficient United -

Nations force which, in practice, would be
sibject 1o Masser’s dictation. . Mr.

Henderson said that he could not speak

on this for the President or Mr. Dulles, and
he thought it might weli be that they were
anxious for the early withdrawal of the
British and French lorces. - Mr. Henderson
also said that
President’s views the latter was not in favour
of open consultations with the French and

" ourselves at this moment since he feared

that this might look as if the three Powers
were conspiring together.

The Scoretary of State said’ that this
attitude would not matter so much if the
United States Administration were not

rying to throw away the only two cards
we held, namely, our possedsion . of «Port i
- Said and the Israeli occupation of Sinai. We

- Nations force there would be a: complete

Nations.

as  he understood the

~ to put its full weight behind a resolution
~.in the Assembly urging immedialte clearance
- of the Canai as a technical and non-political
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wanted to get out as soon as possible, but
if we weie not to be succeeded by a United

vacuum and there could be no certainty
‘abaut the fuiure. We could not agree that
the composition, functions, area of opera-
tions and time of withdrawal of the United
Nations force should be decided by Nasser.
These must be matters for the Uniied

Mr, Henderson said that in his view the
clearing of the Canal was of the greatest
importance and he thought we might well
challenge Nasser to allow an investigation
about the ships suok in the Canal. This
had clearly been done out of spite, not

merely against the United Kingdom and

France but against Europe and the Asian
countries who depended on the Canal. The
Secretary of State said he very much hoped
that the United States would be prepared

matier.
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”ith fcfurenca to my telezram jin. 1363

af tl& Gth Qf fovembur I have the honqur to§
enelose uevewlth Lue original text oi !

iladla Luli n;n‘a 1eut¢r 01 Liue Bin ot Novemper

1o the Prime hinlster

I have the honour to be,
W1th the hishust respegt,
Slr,

Your obedient Servant.

The iiszht ronou;ahle L
:..J'~--]-;‘I #1 .L:lo.gd LJ‘.I*JJ.’ i ¢P¢’
etc., etc., ctec.,
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your p&rticular 1nterest in the Ganal. But that decs ndt

give you the rlght te. carry aut military operations against

~ the ugyptlan people._ Moreaver ‘the British and Prench
. Governments cannot take upon themselves the role of judges

in the question of methode of ensuring freedom of navigatign '

in the Suez Ganal, 1nasmuch as many otner states, which
condemn he aggressive actions of Eritain and France
demand the preservation af pegce and tranquillity in the

Middle Rast, are no less interested in this matter. 1In

addition, it is well kﬁdﬁn that'rreedbm of nevigation in the

Suez Canal has been fully asépned by Egypt.
The Suez-canal-quésﬁion:has heen merély the pretekt

for nnglo—French aggreasion, which has other and.mnre far—

reaching aims. It cannot be concealed that in fact there is

now being launched an aggressive brigandly war agalnst ‘ths
irsb peoplea with the Objectfof liquidating the natlonal
independenee uf the Mlddle Eastern countries and the
' restorati&n of tha regime of colonial slavery which the
people had o?erthrown.fﬁ ) '_
1t is in no way possible to justify the fact that the
' armed forces of Britain and France, ~ two Great Powers,
rermanent mgmbers aof the Security Council - have attacked
a country which ' only recently ach1EVed its national
1nﬂependence and which has not sufficient resources for iis
defence, | : ” | |
‘What would have been the position of Britain, if she
had heen attacked EQ ;tronger=§owers, with all'kinds of
| mo&ern offensiva waapons at their digposal? And ramamber

+hnt sueh onun*ﬁea a'l:, t.he ;resen‘b time ‘need not. even Bend

their naval and air forcus to British shores, but could use

other meana, "such as rocket techniques. If rocket weapons

g - _i__ - a} | /were

i i s T —
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were used aga;ﬁst_Britgin-aﬁd France, you would no doubt
call this a barbarous act, _Bnt how is this different from
the inhuman éttach.qarrigd'bﬁt}by-thé armed forces of
Britain and France on an almbﬁt uhérméd BEgypt? |
' DeePly concerned as e are by the Course of events

in the Middle Laﬁt, anﬁ.guidsﬁ by the interssts of preserving
universal peace, we considsr that the British Government mu?t
liaten ‘to. the voice nf reaﬂon and stnp the war in Zgypt.
We appeal. to you, to Parliament, tp the. Lahour Party, to the
Trades Unions, to tha whole-Britiah people: stop ;he armed o
aggression and-qéaselﬁhé hloodshed,. The war in Egypt can
sﬁread to other cqﬁntyieéﬁqhd groﬁ'into & third World War.

The Soviet quernment'has already put forward to the
‘United Nations and also to1the President of the U.8.4¢ &
proposal to employ, -together with other members of the United
Nations Drganisaticn, naval and aiﬁ forces in order to hring
to an end the war in Egypt and:to curb aggression., We are .
filled with the determination to use force to crush the
aggresso%s end to restore peace in the Last.

We hope that at this critical moment you will show
the necegeary prudence and will_ﬁraw from this the appropriate
conclusiona. R | | |

With sincere respect,

N.LBULGﬂNIN.

The Kremlin, .
MOSCOW,
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10 Bosining Bireet
BB hitehall

1{ November 8, 19:36.

mﬂ C[ﬁ(w ‘/amazu qg Gﬁr/ruu 3
. Oon the Mlnlster of Defence's minute °
* (AH, 142/56) of November 8, of which you
have a copy, thse .Prime Minister has

minuted, alnst the last sentence of
par'agvaph

- "Fovelgn Secret.ar*y Parhaps

- 8ir G. Jebb should mention,

- especially in the light of our
ovevﬂhelmlng air powep in the

area.
A.E. Nov, 8*

| I am sendlng a copy of this letter to
For.*wavd who will know that his Mlnister -
spoke t.o the Prime Minister about. t.hls minute,

and 40 Maude a.nd Hunt.
_Bouri ﬁucv/

.'D A, Logan, Esq.
: Fovalgn Off‘ica. ’
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s ~alrersft con bo ﬂo'-an out. in a matter of nours o.nd wlll

na deployment, should woet, t.ne 1ikely opemticml requirmnt.s

MINLRY OF DIFLICE, S.0.1,

PRIV MINISLER R

— T e

This 1s t.o coni‘im um. in adcor d.mce with your

' :lust.mctions at t.lus momin '" Labmot. I hod e ucctin._,
..,...-_r.;y_th t.ha Gniafs of bt.a.fi‘

t.ha Musket.ear :t‘orce. -

)

¢+ In brood temms, :Lt- ws dec;ded umt the tmit.s now 1n
- Pot o&iﬂ (a.ppruximt.aly nine bat.h:.lions) amuld b

reliaved by the equivu.lmlt Tor ce of hlimuy, thius ﬁ celing
the Poi: uchut,e H1- ig,zzde and the Conmmndos |

3. There will bo an ﬂxt.n::, 1"93&11 ve of one lir iu de in
Cyprus, the Connmuﬂoa will ‘pe avallable in Il&lta., ohd thig

be ret.u.med to tie U. i{. and the ullil)pm{} Treed in t.ne most,
rapid and ecommica.l mﬂxmer '

4. 8o ﬁzr ag naval i’orcas oro c':nncemed tuo currier-

=+ will be avallabla in. tha ares snd tho entire salvage -
goniuat.:lo'n will rmmﬁ.n at POI"I’. Sald a.t. roudiness t.o "

start ouemt.mns. Tna R.AF.'s gmund orgams:*t.mn 1.:111

e retained in Opamt.iun 80 t.tut. 11' thero is oo eergency

becoma opemt.imml almost, at onees

I iave been :I.nt.o tile dew.ilﬁ of all this wiul t.ue
Chie:[‘s of Staff, and I feel: ccmvincad that tais re—- L

aml 15 at the Bane t,ima reasonably auonomica.l.

TOP SECRET
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I have discussed our proposals . itll Goneoral LY

- vwho 1s in sgreemcnt with t.hem. I have, however, put,

two points to him .about. which I hope he will meet us:

. Firstly, I _augges:ted-timt.'_it. viould be wise from &
‘political polnt of view it the French vere to ovold
putting into Port. Sair.i Emeg,aleae administiotive units.

1 haye smL Y sig;nal to Geneml Feimt.lay adwsmg him
to avoid this i pa.,smle by consultation with :

'- Adniral Bafl ,jot.. sgcmdly,, I queried whiothep 1‘0 wna |

altogelhier wise ior tuo F; eudt squadrons to IG"‘U.J.II wlt.h
the I..-.rueli Alr -—I*orca. He iully appreocioted me noint -
and undertook 'pd mention tiis to M. Hollet. If you

fool strangly about this quu*ation it might be worth a

sigtml from .vuurself or one i‘mm e For eign Secretory

to M. Finoau.’ - o ) |

' I mve geut a copy of tais minute to tile uhmcellor
of the La:chequer, t.lm secy atm.y of State for Forelgn
Affairs and Sir Noman I-lrook. |

8th November, 1956
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cory - - - . Novenber 5, 1956,

LDesr Wy, Prime Ministier,

The Secviet Govhrnment con51ders it necessary to draw
your attention ta the rect that the aggressiva war launched
hy Britain and Erqnce aga;nst the-ggyptian state, in which
Israel played thé part offinstigator, is_Qregnant with
extremely dangerous cohssquences fer_ggnc;ﬁl peace.

lhe extraordinary 5geéiél Sesﬂiqn of the General
hssembly took a deéisionbin favour.df the immediate cessation
of military aéticn and phe féﬁova}'ﬁf foqeign treops from ihe
territory of Egypt...withﬁut"régard to this, Britain, France
and Israel are 1ncreasing'their military activitieé, are
continuing the harbaraﬂs babing ofzﬁgypéian towns and
villages, and have iﬁnded'paratroops on ﬁgyptian territory,

devastating its towns and l{illing peaceful inhabitants.

Thus the British chernment towether with the Governuents

ol France and Israel, have embarked on ungrovokad aggressiocn
agalnst mgypt. - R

The motlves glven by the British ch31nment to juatify

‘their attack on ESFPt ara completsly unfounded. At the

heginning the British Go?ernment announcea that they wcre:'
1nterven1ny in the-conilict between Israel anu hgypt in order
to prevent the Sueg Canal from becomlng the scene of military
action. ffter the unglo-Frenah intervention the Suez Canal
Zone became the ‘scene of military action and navigation on the
Canal wasg dlsrupted, causing damage to the intereats of states
using the Canal. -

Lttempts to Justlfy the agéression by referring to the
interest of Britain and France in freedom of navigatlon in the

Cuez Canal alsco cannot stand up to criticiam. We understend

/your

1




