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ANG-LO-U. A. R. RELATIONS

When U.A.R. Ambassador paid his courtesy call today he alluded

to my predecessor's enquiry,, at their meeting on 22 December, about

more formal and organised talks in Cairo, Ambassador said that he

had been instructed to confirm that a visit by a British Minister

to Cairo would be most welcome. At a later stage in the conversation

he made it clear that the U.A.R. Government were leaving to H.M.G. a

decision on the level of the visit,

2, Ambassador went on to say that this visit would be a sign by .

both governments of a genuine desire to promote good relations. In

the case of the United Kingdom and the U.A.R. these were a necessity.

Care would have to be taken, when the time came to announce the visit

and thereafter, to "protect" the talks from wilful misinterpretations

of their significance. The Ambassador explained that he had in mind

specifically the Israelis and the Yemeni Royalists. The former were

now actively seeking support from Western countries . He went on to

enlarge on Israeli expansionist ambitions and the energy they were

displayint, in the nuclear field. In the Yemen it was in the

interests of the United Kingdom and the U.A.R. that there should be a

political settlement "within the framework of the Republic",

3. I told the Ambassador that I was glad to hear of the nature of

his government's response 011 the subject of the visit. I would of

/course
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course want to consult my colleagues. As regards the

Ambassador's referencesto Israel and the Yemen I thought that
we should not "be too much concerned "by the prospect of

misrepresentations;' these ou^ht not to put us off. So far as
the Yemen was concerned we wanted to see a stable regime there

which suited the needs of the inhabitants and was free from
outside influences. The Yemen was of course something which
might be discussed in the course of any talks in'Cairo, As
regards Israel we wanted good relations with Israel and with the
U.A.R. I must say frankly that I thought the U.A.R. Government's
attitude to Israel was unduly suspicious; they ascribed desires
to Israel to do the Arabs injury which simply did not exist.
When the Ambassador insisted that Israel would in the future seek
expansion at the expense of the Arabs and were now actively
preparing for this I told him that I did not think that these
views were well founded and that it was certainly not H.M.G.'s

policy to encourage expansionist aims on the part of anyone.
The U.A.R. should try to forget the past. Many nations had
learned the necessity of this; Europe was an example.

i|.. The tone of the conversation was most friendly throughout.
Ambassador subsequently told Scrivener that he had received no
instructions as regards the timing of the visit. He realised that
United Kingdom Ministers had a heavy programme before them.
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PROM'WASHINGTON TO FOREIGN OFFICE

Jypher/OTP .
' WHITEHALL SECRET )_ .

Lord Harlech

NoJM D, 9A5 p.m. February 27,19^
February 27,1961,. R. 11.00 .p.m. February 27*1964-

SECRET . . .

Addressed to Foreign Off ice t elegram No9826 of February 27
Repeated for information to: Tel Aviv,

Your telegram No. 3031: Tanks for Israe *

We discussed this today with the Director of Near East
Affairs, who Y/as grateful for this information.

2* Mr. Daviea said that the Israelis had requested 500 tanks
from the Americans of the M60 or 14 A3 type? both of which were
roughly comparable with the Chieftain. The Israelis had said
that they were seriously concerned at the continued acquisition
of T f&s by the U.A.R., and felt that although their general
defence situation was roughly balanced with that of the Arabs,
they were badly out of balance in the supply of tanks , and had
produced a wealth of evidence to show that there was a clear need
to modernise the tanks already in their possession. Mr. Davies
said that the United States Government recognised the Israeli
need, and were studying it sympathetically 0 He believed that
there was a danger to the West if Israel were to get too far out
of balance in the quantity or quality of material she held.

3* On arms other than tanks, the Israelis had asked for surface-
to-surface missiles, which the United States Government did not
(repeat not) think should be provided^ They had also asked for
naval equipment to counter-balance the U.AcRo's Komar, although
they had not been specific about this. They had inquired about
anti-submarine weapons, and had also expressed an interest in buying
Ouragon aircraft under off-shore procurement; this was still
under study in the administration. Mr. Davies said that the
Israelis had not put forward any requests for combat aircraft , no
doubt realizing that the United States Government would not be
prepared to supply this.

•U In reply to our question, Mr. Davies said that his earlier
reference to a "joint approach" (my telegram No.769) had been
intended to indicate no more than a hope that we would keep in very
close touch on this question, There was no suggestion in the
conversation that the Americans might wish to appeal to us to sell
no arms to Israel this year to enable them to resist internal

-EGRET /pressures
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pressures (see paragraph 10 of Section 5A of the brief for the
Washington talks), and Mr, Davies conversely gave no indication
that our agreement to meet the Israeli requests would in fact
help to relieve these pressures , We agree how ever that this
last point may "be a consideration here? since the administration
will undoubtedly be under increasingly heavy pressure ? as the
election approaches, to meet these and similar Israeli requests,
on the grounds of imbalance between Israeli and Egyptian
equipment •„

5. Mr, Davies made the point that if the Israeli requests for
tanks were met,, it would be important to phase deliveries in
such a way as to minimize the impact on Arab opinion. For this
and for internal reasons , Mr. Davies emphasized that knowledge
of these Israeli requests was being carefully restricted on the
American side* . ' .

Foreign Office pass Tel Aviv as my telegram No A.

[Repeated as requested]
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