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Addressed to Cairo telerram No, 222 of 5 February,
Repeated for informaticn to:— Washington

and Saving to:-  Amman  No,11l Rabat | No.l
Demascus No,1l4 Tripeli No,5
Kuwait = No.1l Tehran No,17
Tfunie  No,2 Xhertoum  No.6
Bahrain No,16 Algiere No,13

Beiruit No,20 Tel Aviv No.6
Baghded No.l17 Benghaszi No .6
Jadds Ng.,12 POMEC Adenn NRo.24

ANGLO-U, AR, RELATIONS

When U,A.R., Awbassador paid his courtesy call today he alluded
tc my predecessor's enguiry, at their meetin. on 22 Decsmber, sbout
more formal and organised talks in Cziro. Ambasssador said thet he
had been instructed to confirm that a visit by = British Minister
to Cairc would be most welcome, At & later staze in the conversation
he made it clear that the U.A.R, Goverament were leavin:. to H.M.G. a
decision on the level of the visit,

2. Anbassador went on to say that this vigit would be a-sign by
both governments of & yenuine desire tc promote good yelations, In
the case of the United Kingdom and the U.A.R., these were z necessity.
Care would heve to be taken, when the time came to announce the visit
and thereafter, to "protect" the talks from wilful misinterpret:tions
of their sipgnificance, The Ambassador explained that he had in waind
specifically the Israelis and the Yemeni Royalists, The former were
now actiively secking support from Westers countries . He went on to
enlarge on Israell expsnsionist ambitions and the sner,.y they were
displayin, in the nuclesr field, In the Yemen it was in the
interests of the United Kingdom and the U,4,R, that there should be a
political settlement "within the framework of the Republie",

3 I told the Anmbassador thet I was ;;1ad to hear of ths naturs of

? his government's response on the subject of the visit. I would of
!
4 /course
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course want to consult my c¢ollea,unses. 4B re sris the
Arbassadior's referencesto Israel anl the Yemen I thougpht that

we ghould not be too imuch conecerned by the proepect of

misrepresentations; these ought not to put us off, 8o far as
the Yemen was concerns? we wantel to see a steble regliue there
which suited the neels of the inhebitants end was free from
outside influences, The Yemen was of courss somgthing which
night be discussel in the course of any talks in Cairo, As
rezards Israel we wantel good reletions with Israel and with the
U.AR. I must sey frankly thet I thou.ht the U.4.R. Government's
attitu’e to Israel wes unduly suspiciouva; they ascribel Jdesires
to Israel to do the Arabs injury which simply <id not exist,
When the Ambassador insisted that Israel wouli in the future scek
expansion at the expense of the Archs and were now actively
preparing for this I toll him that I 3id not think that these
views were well founded and that i1t wes certainly not H.M.G.'s
pdlicy to encoura.e expansionist aims on the part of anyone.

The U,A.R, should try to forget the past. Hany nations had
learned the necessity of this; Europe was an exemple.

L, The tone of the conversetion wes most friendly throushout,
Ambassador subsequently told Scriveper that he had received no
instructions as regards the timin: of the visit, He resliise. tant

 United Kingdom Minieters had a heavy programe before thei,
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The Yoreign Offiee propoas that wu should sabarge {o
taa Onlisd Mm 1ie militery oquipment which souid be

Pt e b T ok g o

l,qm.-\..m.- fed :
inte FUEAY ivabia ond used agzinat uo thers, or

would be of high military imporiance to dhe UAR Tor uawe
inaide ithe Yemen. We agres wiih this proposal dut suggest
that the sxset sacpe of the exbargo should bs considered with

2 | Any ?u—trtcﬁma whidh would Rake it hardex for Egypd
te equip feress hostils ©5 us In the Yemen snd Bouth Arsbia
would be moat welcoms to the Defonce Departuents, snd sutking
off British suppliss, particulsrly of speros, might ho of some

value for this parpone, at sny rets 1n the near futurs. But
in the long run the Egyptisns (who are already well supplied
with suviet u@imt} eculd got what M want from other’
sourest. The main Justifioation for any eubarge sust therofores
be less military than politicad, i.s. thet 4% will make §t
poexible to any that we have out off supplies which might bde
ased ageinat us in South Arsbiss

2. A ousplete enbarge wianld bhe most satisfectory from the
miitary and alen the adminiatrative polnt of view ~ a
selectiva ssbarge slways ruis inte difficultlies bBecsuss orme
cannct be suried inte water-tight categeries, end snomalles
inevitadly arise. But zo drasiic 2 atap 13 2o 4mibt ruled out
on politicel as wsll ss cmmmericisl growmds. We wonld thersfore
| he content to ses the reatrictions confiend to categories (1)
snd (11) of the Yorelgn Office yaper, ond we agrae with the
way in whieh the itens ero olessified, except that the Afw

Staff believe that 1tem (p) (soastel artillery rader wd
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No,826 D, 9.45 p.m. February 27,1964
February 27,1964 | ~ R.11,00 p.u. February 27,196.

- SECRET

Aﬁdrpssed +0 Poreign Offlce'telegram.No 826 of Fébruarv 27«
Repeated for information to: Tel Aviv,

Your telegram No,303Ll: Tanks for Israel. j‘z.,

We disoussed this today with the Director of Near Easti
Affairs, who wes grateful for this informstion.

2. Mr. Davies said that the Israelis had requested 500 tanks
from the Americans of the M60 or M4 A3 type, both of which were
roughly comparable with the Chieftain. The Israelis had said
that they were seriously concerned at the continued acquisition
of T Bis by the U,ARH,, and felt that although their general
defence situation was roughly balanced with that of the Arabs,
they were badly out of balance in the supply of tanks, and had
produced & weelth of evidence to show that there was a clear need
to modernise the tenks already in their possession. Mp. Davies
gsaid that the United States Government recognised the laraelil
need, and w ere studying it sympathetically., He believed that
there was a danger to the West if Israel were to get too far out
of balance in the quantity or quality of material she held.

3. On arms other than tanks, the Israelis had asked for surface-
to-surface missiles, which the United States Government did not
(repeat not) think should be provided, They had slso asked for
naval equipment to counter-balance the U.i.R.'s Komar, although
they had not been specific about this. They had lnguired about
anti-submarine weapons, and had also expressed an interest in buying
Quragon aireraft under off-shore procurement; this was still
under study in the administration, Mr. Davies said that the
Israelis had not put forward any reguests for combat aireraft, no
doubt reslizing that the United States Government would not be
prepared to supply this,

Ls In reply to our question, Mr. Davies seid that his earlier
reference to a “jolnt approach® (my telegram No.769) had been
intended to indicate no mere than a hope that we would keep in very
close touch on this guesticn, There was no suggestion in the
conversatlon that the Americans might wish to appeal to ug to seil
no arms to Israel this year to ensble them to resist internal

ore _
~BORRT /pressures
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Washington taiesran No 896 to Foreign Office.
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pressures (see paragraph 10 of Section 54 of the brief for the
Washington talks), and Mr, Davies conversely gave no indication
that our agreement to mest the Israeli requests would in fact
help .to relieve these pressures. We agree however that this.
last point may be a consideration here, since the administration
will undoubtedly be under increasingly heavy pressure, as the
election approaches, to meet these and similar Israeli requests,
on the grounds of imbalance between Israeli and Egyptian
equipment, ' : '

5. Mr, Davies made the pdint that if the Israeli requests for
tanks were wmet, it would be important to phase deliveries in
such a wey as to minimize the impact on Arab opinion, For this
and for internal reasons, Mr, Davies emphasized that knowledge
of these Israeil requests was being carefully restricted on the
American side, '

- Forelgn Office pﬁss Tel Aviv as Eg-telegram.ﬂq.#.

[Repeated as'requested]
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